
Sandra shouts
Outspoken comedienne and actress 

Sandra Bernhard embarks on a new tour 
and has new criticism for conservatives.
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Gay actor Jim J. Bullock host­
ed Saturday's Human Rights 
Campaign dinner in Houston, 
which hundreds attended.
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A trio of AIDS vaccine rides 
raised some $19 million last 
year, but only $4 million went to 
the three benefiting agencies.
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'The Philadelphia Story' takes 
The Country Playhouse's stage 
in Houston starting next week.
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Anti-gay ads cause GOP rift
Days from the primary 
election, TX Republicans 
clash in denouncing 
conservative fliers

by PENNY WEAVER

Less than a week before voters go to the 
polls and choose their political party's candi­
dates for fall elections, anti-gay mailings from 
a conservative group have caused public dis­
cord among the state's top Republicans.

Texas Lt. Gov. Bill Ratliff was among 
those targeted in the fliers mailed out by 
Free Enterprise PAG, a right-wing political 
group that "defendfs] the conservative prin- 
ciples of limited government, free enter­
prise and traditional Judeo/Christian val- 
ues of the founders of the United States and 
Texas," according to the group's Web site.

One of the fliers shows photos of men

Local District 25 race a crowded 
field of gay-friendly candidates.
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Texas Lt. Gov. Bill Ratliff, along with 20 or 
more legislators, denounced other Republicans 
for not taking a stronger stand against anti- 
gay mailings by the conservative FreePAC

kissing and says Ratliff supports "the homo­
sexual agenda." Similar pieces target other 
Republicans facing primary challenges.

The state's primary elections are Tuesday.
On Wednesday, Ratliff called the attacks 

"political pornography" and compared 
them to Nazi and terrorist propaganda. 
Ratliff and more than 20 legislators from the 
House and Senate denounced the mailings.

Richard Ford (above), chairman of the conser­
vative group FreePAC, this week defended his 
organization's anti-gay political mailings. The 
literature spawned bickering among top Texas 
GOP lawmakers.

"This type of hate mongering is reminis­
cent of the Nazis; this type of hate monger­
ing is reminiscent of the Ku Klux Klan; this 
type of hate mongering is typical of the 
skinheads; this type of hate mongering is 
now being practiced by the Al Qaeda and 
the Taliban," Ratliff said.

He also criticized GOP Gov. Rick Perry 
for not doing more to distance himself from 
the attack ads. The day before, Perry called 
the literature "divisive and unacceptable."

> Continued on Page 10

Vatican blames gays for pedophile problem
Catholics to consider 
ban on gay ordinations, 
drawing charges that 
the church is shirking 
responsibility for abuse

by RHONDA SMITH

The spokesperson for Pope John Paul II said 
last week that in the wake of a growing scandal 
in the priesthood over child sexual abuse, the 
Roman Catholic Church may ban the ordina­
tion of even sexually non-active gays. The com­
ments drew immediate fire from some Catholic 
scholars, religious leaders and gay activists.

"People with these inclinations just can­
not be ordained," Joaquin Navarro-Valls 
told the New York Times in an interview 
from Rome. "That does not imply a final 
judgment on people with homosexuality 
But you cannot be in this field."

Navarro-Valls aligned himself and the

Vatican with conservatives in the church 
who have concluded that most of the- 
reported sexual abuse cases involve gay 
men molesting teenage boys, not 
pedophiles assaulting young children.

Mary Louise Cervone, president of 
Dignity/USA, a national group for gay 
Catholics, described Navarro-Valls' comments 
as "a vicious and transparent attempt to shift 
the blame, in an effort to deny institutional cul­
pability" related to the sexual abuse allegations.

"This is about violence against children 
and abuse of power," she said. "It has noth­
ing to do with sexual orientation.

The most recent scandal, involving priests 
from Massachusetts to California, follows ear­
lier high-profile reports of child sexual abuse 
by a priest in Dallas, Texas, and dozens of 
priests in and around St. Louis, Mo.

Up to 12 Roman Catholic priests in 
Southern California have been ordered to 
retire recently in the wake of the scandal, 
which has dioceses nationwide under pres­
sure to address what many say is a problem 
that has plagued the Church for decades.

In February, the Archdiocese of Boston 
removed 10 priests from the pulpit following 
allegations that they sexually abused children.

Father George Spagnolia, an openly gay 
priest formerly at St. Patrick's Church in Lowell, 
Mass., has been the only accused clergy member 
there to publicly declare his innocence. He is 
accused of sexually assaulting a 14-year-old male 
twice in 1971 while serving as parochial vicar of 
St. Francis de Sales Church in Roxbury, Mass.

After Cardinal Bernard F. Law ordered 
Spagnolia to leave the rectory last month, the 
64-year-old priest initially vowed to remain 
in place. He changed his mind March 2, a 
day after admitting he lied when he told the 
Boston Globe he had always been celibate.

Spagnolia said he had two gay relation­
ships during a 20-year leave from the priest­
hood that began in 1973. He did not return 
a call for comment.

During a press conference last week, 
Spagnolia said he has never molested a child 
and that "being gay doesn't mean you're a 
pedophile," the Boston Globe reported.

> Continued on Page 8
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Paid for by Friends of Chris Bell

In Congress, he'll continue the fight.

We ask you to vote for Chris Bell for Congress

Since entering public service, Chris has always been there for our 
community. He has earned the reputation for standing up for the 
average person and has continually fought to make government 
more responsive to our needs.

On City Council, Chris Bell stood up 

for the LGBT community...

ELECT 
CHRIS 
BELL 
TO CONGRESS

Chris has:
• Strongly supported the City's Non-discrimination and proposed 

Domestic Partner ordinances
• worked hard to defeat the recent anti-gay City Proposition 2
• chaired the City Council Ethics Committee and passed

campaign finance reforms
• agreed to co-sponsor Employment Non-discrimination Act 

(ENDA), in Congress
• pledged to increase federal funding for AIDS research
. promised to work for a Patient’s Bill of Rights and HMO reform

The Honorable Lee P. Brown 
The Honorable Annise Parker 
The Honorable Garnet Coleman 
Bret Baccus 
Terry Baggott 
Javier Barrera 
Richard Bauer 
Kenneth E. Broughton 
Troy Broussard 
Tim Cagle 
Tony Carroll, LMSW-ACP 
John Classen 
Marion E. Coleman

Mike Collins
Tirey B. Counts
Joseph Culotta
Scott D. Daniels
Jason Davis
Fernando de la Riva
Trudy E. Denny
Vanessa Edwards Foster
Tom Fricke
Deb Gebhardt
Stephen Goldberg
David Goleman
John Michael Gonzalez

Ralph Grau
Dean Gresham
Mickey Hagey 
George W. Hawkins 
Jeff Lawton Henry 
David Hollingsworth 
John Jeter
Mark C. Jones
Terry Wayne Jones 
Tom Kempker 
Tim Kollatschny 
Jim Kovach
Kenneth W. Lester, DC

Dr. Garret S. Madderra
Ken Malone
Cole Martelli
Shane McCardell
Jim McElgunn
Ed McIntosh
Ben Montalbano
Bob Montgomery
David Muck
Lan Norwood
Tom Plant
G. Scott Sawyer, MD
Jay Seegers

Bruce W. Smith, DDS 
Ed Smith
Gary Teixeira 
Christopher Thetford 
John Sidney Trahan 
Martin Vela 
Bryan Vezy
James A. Walker, AIA 
Jeffrey Wallace 
John Walzel
Geoffrey Westergaard
At time of printing
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VIRACEPT is indicated in combination with other 
antiretroviral agents for the treatment of HIV 
infection. The most common side effect of 
VIRACEPT is diarrhea, which can usually be 
controlled with over-the-counter treatments. 
Some prescription and non-prescription drugs 
and supplements should not be taken with 
VIRACEPT, so talk to your doctor first. For 
some people, protease inhibitors have been 
associated with the onset or worsening 
of diabetes mellitus and hyperglycemia, 
changes in body fat, and increased 
bleeding in hemophiliacs. HIV drugs do 
not cure HIV infection or prevent you 
from spreading the virus.

Refer to the important information on 
the next page. For more information, 
call toll free 1 -888-VIRACEPT 
or visit www.viracept.com.
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Plan Your Future With VIRACEPT".
Because it's strong and effective. Keep your viral load 
down with the *1  prescribed HIV medication of its kind.*  
VIRACEPT works with you to keep your life on track.
Because it's easy to live with. VIRACEPT's easy dosing 
schedule and manageable side effects have been helping 
all kinds of people continue to lead their lives on their 
own terms.
Because it saves future options. When choosing a 
treatment plan, it's important to consider what options 
you will have in the future. Studies show taking VIRACEPT 
early on leaves you with choices in treatment for later. 
Ask your doctor about your future with VIRACEPT.
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Because I promised myself WV 
when this all started that I'd never 

lose sight of the future^
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Agouron®
Pharmaceuticals, he.
A Pfizer Company

VIRACEPT®
(nelfinavir mesylate)
Tablets and Oral Powder

Information for Patients
about VIRACEPT (Vl-ra-cept)

Generic Name: nelfinavir (nel-FIN-na-veer) mesylate

For the Treatment of Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) Infection

Please read this information carefully before taking VIRACEPT. Also, please 
read this leaflet each time you renew the prescription, just in case anything 
has changed. This is a summary and not a replacement for a careful 
discussion with your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss VIRACEPT 
when you start taking this medication and at regular checkups. You should 
remain under a doctor’s care when taking VIRACEPT and should not change 
or stop treatment without first talking with your doctor.

Alert: Find out about medicines that should NOT be taken with 
VIRACEPT. Please also read the section “MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT 
TAKE WITH VIRACEPT”.

WHAT IS VIRACEPT AND HOW DOES IT WORK?

VIRACEPT is used in combination with other antiretroviral drugs in the 
treatment of people with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection.
Infection with HIV leads to the destruction of CD4 T cells, which are important 
to the immune system. After a large number of CD4 cells have been 
destroyed, the infected person develops acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome (AIDS).

VIRACEPT works by blocking HIV protease (a protein-cutting enzyme), which 
is required for HIV to multiply. VIRACEPT has been shown to significantly 
reduce the amount of HIV in the blood. Although VIRACEPT is not a cure 
for HIV or AIDS, VIRACEPT can help reduce your risk for death and illness 
associated with HIV. Patients-who took VIRACEPT also had significant 
increases in the number of CD4 cell count.

VIRACEPT should be taken together with other antiretroviral drugs such 
as Retrovir® (zidovudine, AZT), Epivir® (lamivudine, 3TC), or Zerit® (stavudine, 
d4T). Taking VIRACEPT in combination with other antiretroviral drugs 
reduces the amount of HIV in the body (viral load) and raises CD4 counts.

VIRACEPT may be taken by adults, adolescents, and children 2 years of age 
or older. Studies in infants younger than 2 years of age are now taking place.

DOES VIRACEPT CURE HIV OR AIDS?

VIRACEPT is not a cure for HIV infection or AIDS. People taking VIRACEPT may 
still develop opportunistic infections or other conditions associated with HIV 
infection. Some of these conditions are pneumonia, herpes virus infections, 
Mycobacterium avium complex (MAC) infections, and Kaposi’s sarcoma.

There is no proof that VIRACEPT can reduce the risk of transmitting HA/ to 
others through sexual contact or blood contamination.

WHO SHOULD OR SHOULD NOT TAKE VIRACEPT?

Together with your doctor, you need to decide whether VIRACEPT is appropriate 
for you. In making your decision, the following should be considered:

Allergies: tf you have had a serious allergic reaction to VIRACEPT, you 
must not take VIRACEPT. You should also inform your doctor, nurse, or 
pharmacist of any known allergies to substances such as other medicines, 
foods, preservatives, or dyes.

If you are pregnant The effects of VIRACEPT on pregnant women or their 
unborn babies are not known. If you are pregnant or plan to become 
pregnant,.you should tell your doctor before taking VIRACEPT.

If you are breast-feeding: You should discuss with your doctor the best way 
to feed your baby. You should be aware that if your baby does not already 
have HA/, there is a chance that it can be transmitted through breast-feeding. 
Women should not breast-feed if they have HIV.
Children: VIRACEPT is available for the treatment of children 2 through 13 
years of age with HIV. There is a powder form of VIRACEPT that can be mixed 
with milk, baby formula, or foods like pudding. Instructions on how to take 
VIRACEPT powder can be found in a later section that discusses how 
VIRACEPT Oral Powder should be prepared.

tf you have liver disease: VIRACEPT has not been studied in people with 
liver disease. If you have liver disease, you should tell your doctor before 
taking VIRACEPT.
Other medical problems: Certain medical problems may affect the use 
of VIRACEPT. Some people taking protease inhibitors have developed new 
or more serious diabetes or high blood sugar. Some people with hemophilia 
have had increased bleeding. It is not known whether the protease inhibitors 
caused these problems. Be sure to tell your doctor if you have hemophilia 
types A and B, diabetes mellitus, or an increase in thirst and/or frequent 

urination.

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking protease 
inhibitors. These changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper 
back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around the trunk. Loss of fat 

from the face, legs and arms may also happen. The cause and long-term 
health effects of these conditions are not known at this time.

CAN VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER MEDICATIONS?

VIRACEPT may interact with other drugs, including those you take without 
a prescription. You must discuss with your doctor any drugs that you are 
taking or are planning to take before you take VIRACEPT.

Medicines you should not take with VIRACEPT:

Propulsid® (cisapride, for heartbum)

Cordarone® (amiodarone, for irregular heartbeat)

Quinidine (for irregular heartbeat), also known as Quinaglute®, 

Cardioquin®, Quinidex®, and others

Ergot derivatives (Cafergot® and others, for migraine headache)

Halcion® (triazolam)

Versed® (midazolam)

Mevacor® (lovastatin, for cholesterol lowering)

Zocor® (simvastatin, for cholesterol lowering)

Taking the above drugs with VIRACEPT may cause serious and/or life- 
threatening adverse events.

Rifampin® (for tuberculosis), also known as Rimactane®, Rifadin®, 
Rifater®, or Rifamate®

This drug reduces blood levels of VIRACEPT.

Dose reduction required if you take VIRACEPT with: Mycobutin® 
(rifabutin, for MAC); you will need to take a lower dose of Mycobutin.

A change of therapy should be considered if you are taking 
VIRACEPT with:

Phenobarbital

Phenytoin (Dilantin® and others)

Carbamazepine (Tegretol® and others)

These agents may reduce the amount of VIRACEPT in your blood and 
make it less effective.

Oral contraceptives (“the pill”)

If you are taking the pill to prevent pregnancy, you should use a different 
type of contraception since VIRACEPT may reduce the effectiveness of 
oral contraceptives.

Special considerations

Before you take Viagra® (sildenafil) with VIRACEPT, talk to your doctor 
about possible drug interactions and side effects. If you take Viagra and 
VIRACEPT together, you may be at increased risk of side effects of Viagra 
such as low blood pressure, visual changes, and penile erection lasting 
more than 4 hours. If an erection lasts longer than 4 hours, you should 
seek immediate medical assistance to avoid permanent damage to your 
penis. Your doctor can explain these symptoms to you.

It is not recommended to take VIRACEPT with the cholesterol-lowering 
drugs Mevacor® (lovastatin) or Zocor® (simvastatin) because of possible 
drug interactions. There is also an increased risk of drug interactions 
between VIRACEPT and Lipitor® (atorvastatin) and Baycol® (cerivastatin); 
talk to your doctor before you take either of these cholesterol reducing 
drugs with VIRACEPT.

Taking St. John’s wort (hypericum perforatum), an herbal product sold as 
a dietary supplement, or products containing St. John’s wort with VIRACEPT 
is not recommended. Talk with your doctor if you are taking or are planning 
to take St. John’s wort. Taking St. John’s wort may decrease VIRACEPT levels 
and lead to increased viral load and possible resistance to VIRACEPT or 
cross resistance to other antiretroviral drugs.

HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE TAKEN WITH OTHER ANT1-HIV DRUGS?

TakingVIRACEPT together with other anti-HIV drugs increases their ability 
to fight the virus. It also reduces the opportunity for resistant viruses to grow. 
Based on your history of taking other anti-HIV medicine, your doctor will 
direct you on how to take VIRACEPT and other anti-HIV medicines. These 
drugs should be taken in a certain order or at specific times. This will 
depend on how many times a day each medicine should be taken. It will 
also depend on whether it should be taken with or without food.

Nucleoside analogues: No drug interaction problems were seen when 
VIRACEPT was given with:

Retrovir (zidovudine, AZT)

Epivir (lamivudine, 3TC)

Zerit (stavudine, d4T)

Vide/® (didanosine, ddl)

If you are taking both Videx (ddl) and VIRACEPT:
Videx should be taken without food, on an empty stomach. Therefore, you 
should take VIRACEPT with food one hour after or more than two hours 
before you take Videx.

Nonnudeoside reverse transcriptase inhibitors (NNRTIs):

When VIRACEPT is taken together with:

Viramune® (nevirapine)

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood is unchanged. A dose adjustment 
is not needed when VIRACEPT Is used with Viramune.
Sustiva™ (efavirenz)

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be increased. A dose adjustment 
is not needed when VIRACEPT is used with Sustiva.

OtherNNRTIs

VIRACEPT has not been studied with other NNRTIs.

Other protease inhibitors:

When VIRACEPT is taken together with:

Crixivan® (indinavir)

The amount of both drugs in your blood may be increased. Currently, there 
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.

Norvir™ (ritonavir)

The amount of VIRACEPT in your blood may be increased. Currently, there 
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.

Invirase® (saquinavir)

The amount of saquinavir in your blood may be increased. Currently, there 
are no safety and efficacy data available from the use of this combination.

WHAT ARE THE SIDE EFFECTS OF VIRACEPT?

Like all medicines, VIRACEPT can cause side effects. Most of the side 
effects experienced with VIRACEPT have been mild to moderate. Diarrhea 
is the most common side effect in people taking VIRACEPT, and most 
adult patients had at least mild diarrhea at some point during treatment. 
In clinical studies, about 15-20% of patients receiving VIRACEPT 750 mg 
(three tablets) three times daily or 1250 mg (five tablets) two times daily 
had four or more loose stools a day. In most cases, diarrhea can be controlled 
using antidiarrheal medicines, such as Imodium® A-D (loperamide) and 

others, which are available without a prescription.

Other side effects that occurred in 2% or more of patients receiving 
VIRACEPT include nausea, gas and rash.

There were other side effects noted in clinical studies that occurred in 
less than 2% of patients receiving VIRACEPT. However, these side effects 
may have been due to other drugs that patients were taking or to the 
illness itself. Except for diarrhea, there were not many differences in side 
effects in patients who took VIRACEPT along with other drugs compared 
with those who took only the other drugs. For a complete list of side 
effects, ask your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist.

HOW SHOULD I TAKE VIRACEPT?

VIRACEPT is available only with your doctor’s prescription. Your doctor may 
prescribe the light blue VIRACEPT Tablets either as 1250 mg (five tablets) 
taken two times a day or as 750 mg (three tablets) taken three times a day. 
VIRACEPT should always be taken with a meal or a light snack. VIRACEPT 
tablets are film-coated to help make the tablets easier to swallow.

Take VIRACEPT exactly as directed by your doctor. Do not increase or 
decrease any dose or the number of doses per day. Also, take this medicine 
for the exact period of time that your doctor has instructed. Do not stop 
taking VIRACEPT without first consulting with your doctor, even if 
you are feeling better.

Only take medicine that has been prescribed specifically for you. Do not 
give VIRACEPT to others or take medicine prescribed for someone else.

The dosing of VIRACEPT may be different for you than for other patients. 
Follow the directions from your doctor, exactly as written on the label. 
The amount of VIRACEPT in the blood should remain somewhat consistent 
over time. Missing doses will cause the concentration of VIRACEPT to 
decrease; therefore, you should not miss any doses. However, if you 
miss a dose, you should take the dose as soon as possible and then take 
your next scheduled dose and future doses as originally scheduled.

Dosing in adults (including children 14 years of age and older)

The recommended adult dose of VIRACEPT isl 250 mg (five tablets) taken 
two times a day or 750 mg (three tablets) taken three times a day. Each 
dose should be taken with a meal or light snack.

Dosing in children 2 to 13 years of age

The VIRACEPT dose in children depends on their weight. The recommended 
dose is 20 to 30 mg/kg (or 9 to 14 mg/pound) per dose, taken three times 
daily with a meal or light snack. This can be administered either in tablet 
form or, in children unable to take tablets, as VIRACEPT Oral Powder.

Dose instructions will be provided by the child’s doctor. The doge will be 
given three times daily using the measuring scoop provided, a measuring 
teaspoon, or one or more tablets depending on the weight and age of the 
child. The amount of oral powder or tablets to be given to a child is 
described in the chart below.

Pediatric Dose to Be Administered Three Times Daily

Body Weight Number of 

Level Scoops*

Number of 

Level Teaspoons!
Number of 

TabletsKg Lb

7 to <8.5 15.5 to <18.5 4 1 —

8.5 to <10.5 18.5 to <23 5 1 1/4 —

10.5 to <12 23 to <26.5 6 1 1/2 —

12 to <14 26.5 to <31 7 1 3/4 —

14 to <16 31 to <35 8 2 —

16 to <18 35 to <39.5 9 2 1/4 —

18 to <23 39 5 to <50.5 10 2 1/2 2

2:23 250.5 15 3 3/4 3

in measuring oral powder, the scoop or teaspoon should be level.

* 1 level scoop contains 50 mg of VIRACEPT. Use only the scoop provided 
with your VIRACEPT bottle.
11 level teaspoon contains 200 mg of VIRACEPT. Note: A measuring 
teaspoon used for dispensing medication should be used for 
measuring VIRACEPT Oral Powder. Ask your pharmacist to make sure you 
have a medication dispensing teaspoon.

How should VIRACEPT Oral Powder be prepared?

The oral powder may be mixed with a small amount of water, milk, 
formula soy formula, soy milk, dietary supplements, or dairy foods such 
as pudding or ice cream. Once mixed, the entire amount must be taken to 
obtain the full dose.

Do not mix the powder with any acidic food or juice, such as orange or 
grapefruit juice, apple juice, or apple sauce, because this may create a 
bitter taste.

Once the powder is mixed, it may be stored at room temperature or 
refrigerated for up to 6 hours. Do not heat the mixed dose once it has 
been prepared.

Do not add water to bottles of oral powder.

VIRACEPT powder is supplied with a scoop for measuring. For help in 
determining the exact dose of powder for your child, please ask your 
doctor, nurse, or pharmacist.

VIRACEPT Oral Powder contains aspartame, a low-calorie sweetener, and 
therefore should not be taken by children with phenylketonuria (PKU).

HOW SHOULD VIRACEPT BE STORED?

Keep VIRACEPT and all other medicines out of the reach of children. Keep 
bottle closed and store at room temperature (between 59°F and 86°F) 
away from sources of moisture such as a sink or other damp place. Heat 
and moisture may reduce the effectiveness of VIRACEPT.

Do not keep medicine that is out of date or that you no longer need. Be 
sure that if you throw any medicine away, it is out of the reach of children.

Discuss all questions about your health with your doctor. If you have 
questions about VIRACEPT or any other medication you are taking, ask 
your doctor, nurse, or pharmacist. You can also call 1.888.VIRACEPT 

(1.888.847.2237) toll free.

Call 1.888. VIRACEPT
VIRACEPT and Agouron are registered trademarks of Agouron 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Copyright ©2001, Agouron Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved.

Agouron®
Pharmaceuticafe, Inc.
A Pfizer Company

Agouron Pharmaceuticals Inc.
La Jolla, California, 92037, USA
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L203-0001 PPI
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Q-Patrol takes to the streets again

Houston hosts HRC gala
Hundreds of gay Houstonians and supporters turned out Saturday for the Human Rights 

Campaign 2002 Gala at the Westin Galleria. The festivities celebrated the accomplishments of 
the group, which lobbies for gay rights. A reception and silent auction accompanied the nights 
dinner and program. Speakers induded HRC Executive Director Elizabeth Birch. During the 
evening, awards were presented, such as the Community Service Award to the group 
AssistHers, which helps lesbians with health crises; and the Political Equality Award, given to 
gay political consultant Grant Martin will be presented the Political Equality Award.

fl1

Vermont Gov. Howard Dean was the 
keynote speaker for the dinner, and he dis­
cussed his state's struggle with its law pro­
viding civil unions for gay couples.
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Emcee for the night was gay actor Jim J. 
Bullock, well known for his role on the tele­
vision sitcom 'Too Close for Comfort and his 
current voice work as 'Queer Duck.

Local HRC dinner co-chairs Tim Kollatschny 
and Jani Lopez helped coordinate the event, 
which serves as a fund-raiser for the group.

Actress Claris Leachman, seen most recently 
on 'The Ellen Show,' surprised the HRC dinner 
crowd when she tickled the ivories during her 
time on stage.
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Pledge of financial 
support helps keep non­
profit group afloat, but 
volunteers still needed

by PENNY WEAVER

Stalled last month by financial worries, 
Houston's Q-Patrol has been jump-started 
by one businessman's pledge to fund the 
group for a year.

Organizers said the non-profit organiza­
tion now needs volunteers to fill its ranks

and keep Montrose-area streets safer.
"We're back to where we were two 

months ago — where we need the people 
to put that money to use," said Chris 
Arasin, chairman of Q-Patrol Inc., a 
watchdog against hate crimes. "We need 
to get the people out there and be that vis­
ible deterrent."

Charles Armstrong, president and 
CEO of Charles Armstrong Investments 
Inc., announced this week that he will 
underwrite the monthly costs of Q-Patrol 
for an entire year.

"The service that the volunteers of Q- 
Patrol unselfishly provide to the gay, les­

bian, bisexual, transgendered and hetero­
sexual community of Montrose is invalu­
able," Armstrong said. "My company 
pledges its full support for fund-raising 
and to educate our customers to volunteer 
to help keep the streets of Montrose safe for 
residents and visitors alike."

Armstrong's firm operates clubs at 800 
Pacific: South Beach, Montrose Mining 
Co. and JR's.

According to a press release from Q- 
Patrol, "Due to an article in the Houston 
Voice, [Armstrong] has stepped forward 
with a generous financial contribution that 
has enabled the patrol to restart operations."

Although patrols were suspended 
temporarily in February, they began again 
on March 1.

Arasin said a weekend fund-raiser also 
helped the group's financial outlook. The 
emphasis now is on encouraging people to 
volunteer to walk, ride or even bike with 
the organization.

"If they want to [patrol via] pogo stick, 
we'll find people to pogo stick with 
them," Arasin said. "We never send any­
body out alone."

No special training is required for Q- 
Patrol volunteers; the only requirement 
is that they be 18 years of age or older.

he noted. He said the group is not 
confrontational.

"If we come across trouble, we contact 
the authorities and have them come in and 
deal with the situation," Arasin said.

For more than a decade, Q-Patrol vol­
unteers have walked Montrose-area streets 
on Friday and Saturday nights to help look 
out for the safety of gays. Q-Patrol began 
as a response to the July 4,1991, murder of 
Paul Broussard, Arasin noted.

A group of teenagers attacked 
Broussard and beat him to death. They 
allegedly picked Broussard specifically 
because they thought he was gay. In 
response, community leaders and activists 
formed Q-Patrol to assist the Houston 
Police Department in deterring hate 
crimes in the Montrose area.

The organization's total monthly 
expenses — for radios, phone service and 
rent at the Houston Gay & Lesbian 
Community Center — are about $450, 
Arasin said.

Q Patrol
713-528-SAFE

E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com

Fun for a 
good cause

This year's annual Night In Black Leather (NIBL) 
was dubbed a success after raising more than 
$9,000 Saturday for a local HIV/AIDS group, 
according to organizers. The event included per­
formances by local entertainers — such as Jim 
Sorgini (above) — who each volunteered their 
talents for the cause. Helping organize and lead 
NIBL was activist Don Gill (left) via his Don Gill 
Productions. The evening included a silent auc­
tion and attracted hundreds of audience mem­
bers to host club Rich's. This year's beneficiary 
is the PWA Holiday Charities.
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Net return plunges for AIDS vaccine rides
Figures show 79 percent 
of money raised went 
to overhead and 
Pallotta Teamworks, 
the event's controversial 
for-profit organizer

by LOU CHIBBARO JR.

WASHINGTON — Three highly publi­
cized AIDS Vaccine Rides organized last year 
by the for-profit fund-raising firm of Pallotta 
Teamworks pulled in more than $19 million 
in contributions from riders and corporate 
sponsors, but incurred millions in overhead 
expenses and production fees, according to a 
finance statement released Feb. 26.

That left only $4 million for the three vaccine 
research institutions designated as recipients for 
the rides, according to the financial statement.

The designated beneficiaries for the 
three rides received only 21.37 cents for 
every dollar raised, while 78.63 cents on the 
dollar went to expenses. Roughly 5 cents of 
every dollar raised went directly to Pallotta 
Teamworks, as a "production fee."

The results from the three AIDS Vaccine 
Rides in 2001 represents a decline from the 
50.42 percent that went to beneficiaries for the 
single vaccine ride held the previous year.

The 2000 AIDS Vaccine Ride, which took 
place in Alaska and attracted 1,494 riders, 
raised $8,558,000 in income, and generated 
$4,163,000 in net proceeds for the vaccine 
research institutions. In a development that 
will likely raise concern among AIDS activists, 
the three 2001 vaccine rides combined raised 
$151,000 less in net proceeds than the single 
vaccine nde in 2000, even though the three 
rides in 2001 attracted 3,972 riders, who raised 
nearly $18.8 millions in contributions.

Gustavo Suarez, a spokesperson for the 
San Francisco AIDS Foundation, called the 
recently released Pallotta finance statement 
for the vaccine rides "stomach turning."

"It's not fair for the riders, who worked 
so hard to raise all that money," Suarez said. 
"You have less than 25 cents to the dollar 
going to the charities."

Steve Bennett, president of Pallotta 
Teamworks, said that while the overhead 
expenses for the 2001 vaccine rides were 
higher than the firm had expected, the low 
return from the rides was due almost entire­
ly to a lower than anticipated income.

According to Bennett, the Pallotta firm 
budgeted for 8,600 riders, which the firm 
anticipated would generate a net return of 
$12.2 million. Although almost 8,000 regis­
tered to participate in the vaccine rides, to 
the dismay of the Pallotta organizers, only 
3,972 riders showed up for the three events. 
Most of those who failed to show up also 
failed to do any fund-raising, Bennett said.

Pallotta Teamworks
2709 Media Center Drive 
Los Angeles, CA 90065 
800-825-1000 
www.bethepeople.com

"We spent about $150,000 more on logis­
tics for each ride than we had planned, even 
after significant cost-cutting," the Pallotta 
firm said in a February 2002 letter to riders 
who requested information about the 
results of the 2001 vaccine rides.

"Still, it was the income, not the logistics 
costs, that put us so far behind where we 
hoped to be," according to the letter.

Despite the poor showing for the three AIDS 
vaccine rides last year, the Pallotta firm extract­
ed virtually the same "production fee" from 
each of the three 2001 rides as it did from the sin­
gle, more successful nde from the previous year.

In 2001, the three rides yielded more than 
$1 million in production fees to Pallotta 
Teamworks, about one-quarter the combined 
total that went toward AIDS vaccine research.

Bennett said the low return prompted the 
firm to discontinue two of the three vaccine 
rides — the Montana ride, from Missoula to 
Billings; and the Alaska ride, from Fairbanks to 
Anchorage. The third ride, known as the 
Canada to USA AIDS Vaccine Ride, from 
Montreal to Portland, Maine, "carried its own" 
and will be held again in 2002, Bennett said.

The three institutions designated as recip­
ients for the $4 million raised by the 2001 vac­
cine rides are the Emory Vaccine Center in 
Atlanta; the Aaron Diamond AIDS Research 
Center in New York City; and the UCLA 
AIDS Institute in Los Angeles, Calif.

But Pallotta plans to replace the poorly 
performing domestic vaccine rides with more 
exotic rides in 2002. One is set to take place in 
Europe, where riders are expected to travel 
575 miles from Amsterdam to Paris.

A 75-miIe "Africa AIDSTrek," or walk, is 
scheduled to take place in a wilderness park in 
South Africa, the literature says. In addition, the 
firm will produce a three-day AIDS Vaccine 
Walk from West Point, N.Y., to New York City.

High overhead
The Pallotta Teamworks finance statement 

comes at a time when some AIDS activists 
have criticized the firm for incurring high 
overhead costs for many of its events. The 
firm has acknowledged that its overhead 
expenses are higher than that of other charita­
ble fund-raising groups, but has said the size 
of the cash donations it helps to raise for vari­
ous charities far exceeds that of other groups.

The finance statement shows that since it 
began organizing AIDS bike rides in 1994, 
the company's events have netted more 
than $222.5 million for AIDS and breast can­
cer charities. The statement says the overall 
net return for all of these events over this 
seven-year period comes to 57.25 percent.

Even that total falls below the standard 
established by one outside fund-raising watch­
dog. The Wise Giving Alliance, set up by the 
Better Business Bureau, advises that at least 
than 65 percent of proceeds from fund-raising 
events should make it to the actual beneficiary.

In promotional literature, the Pallotta 
firm also points out that the fund-raising 
events generate press coverage, and the firm 
also promotes various events through news­
paper, radio, and television advertisements, 
improving AIDS awareness generally.

"In 2001, an estimated 96,000 people turned
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To some, Dan Pallotta, the charismatic man behind 
AIDS rides held throughout the country, is a hero 
who has raised millions to battle the epidemic. To 
others, he is a profiteer who has made millions in 
'production fees' while turning over only a small 
percentage of funds raised to AIDS beneficiaries.

out to cheer on our walkers and riders," accord­
ing to a message accompanying the 2001 finance 
statement. "In addition, media coverage of our 
events reached roughly 1 billion people. That's 
an amazing number of great opportunibes to 
raise awareness for these important causes."

The firm also advertises the events as an 
opportunity for riders to challenge their 
own potential, often using a "self-help" lan­
guage and focus that some riders have criti­
cized as reminiscent of EST, a controversial 
program popular in the 1970s and '80s.

Critics take aim
Some AIDS activists have argued that the 

high overhead costs for many of the events 
raise questions about the ethics of asking 
donors to give money to events that result in 
more money going to overhead costs and the 
Pallotta firm than to the designated charity.

Concerns about high overhead expenses 
prompted the Los Angeles Lesbian & Gay 
Center and the San Francisco AIDS 
Foundabon to break away from the Pallotta 
group and to establish its own San Francisco to 
Los Angeles AIDS bicycle ride. The new ride is 
set to take place less than a month before the 
Pallotta firm's annual California AIDS Ride 

begins it run between the same two dbes.
Organizers for both events predict the indi­

vidual rides will draw far fewer riders and 
donors than the single California ride held last 
year. Animosity between the two competing 
parties recently reached a high point.

The Pallotta firm has said the L.A. and 
San Francisco groups will likely ruin the 
California AIDS Ride for both parties. The 
two AIDS groups in turn accuse Pallotta 
Teamworks of refusing to agree to a com­
promise contract for the ride that would 
have protected the groups from cost-over- 
runs that the groups say approached 
$400,000 for the 2001 ride in California.

Bennett of Pallotta Teamworks disputes 
that assertion, saying that the firm offered to 
cover all cost overruns. He said the two groups 
apparently wanted to create a separate ride and 
are using the cost overruns as an excuse to 
breach a contract with Pallotta that prohibits 
them from conducting a competing ride.

A California court voided the contract, 
saying it violates state antitrust laws.

Expanding the franchise
Pallotta Teamworks began its fund-raising 

bike rides in 1994, when it produced the 
California AIDS Ride. Since then it has pro- 
duced AIDS rides in several other cities, includ­
ing New York, Washington, D.C., Boston, 
Minneapolis, and Chicago. Several rides were 
dropped, including one held in Philadelphia, 
after returns dropped as low as 30 percent.

In a 22-page document posted on its Web 
site, which includes the finance statement for 
all of its 2001 events, Pallotta Teamworks 
says it netted more than $69 million for AIDS 
and breast cancer charities in 2001.

The finance statement shows the com- 
bined net proceeds for fOUT 2001 AIDS 
rides — which raised money for non-profit 
groups that provide services to people with 
HIV and AIDS — came to $13.55 million. 
Beneficiaries received a total of 46.71 cents 
of every dollar raised, the statement says.

The finance statement shows the 2001 
return represented a decline from a com­
bined return of 52.72 cents on the dollar for 
the 2000 AIDS rides.

— Jennifer J. Smith contributed to this report

Some $19 million was raised through three AIDS vaccine rides last year, including a seven-day ride in 
Montana. But only $4 miHion was distributed to the three benefiting agencies, including the Emory 
Vaccine Center, a return that has led to criticism of Pallotta Teamworks, which stages the ndes.
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Calif, gay man dies after being set on fire
Santa Barbara man doused 
in gasoline; serial arsonist 
arrested and charged with 
murder, hate crime
by KARA FOX

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. — A serial 
arsonist has been arrested and charged with 
murder, arson and a hate crime for allegedly 
setting a man on fire because he was gay. 
Clint Scott Risetter died Feb. 24 as a result of 
burns he sustained to his body after being 
doused with gasoline and set on fire.

Martin Thomas Hartman, 38, confessed to 
the crime Tuesday, Feb. 26, after surrendering 
himself to the Santa Barbara County Police. 
He walked into the Police Department and 
admitted pouring gasoline on Risetter and 
igniting it as he slept. Risetter, 37, awoke in 
flames and died on his apartment patio 
before firefighters arrived.

Police said Hartman told them he had 
known Risetter for about six months, but 
only learned recently that he was gay.

"[Hartman] first said he did it because 
the victim was unhappy and depressed so 
he didn't need to be around in the'world," 
said police Sgt. Mike McGrew, the lead 
investigator in the case. "He also said he 
killed him because he was gay, and he has a 
lot of hatred toward gay people."

McGrew also said that Hartman 
"thought it was the right thing to do" and felt 
that Risetter "deserved to die" for being gay.

Police said Hartman is a mentally troubled 
Santa Barbara resident who may be connected 
to a least a dozen arsons in the Santa Barbara 
area that date back five years. Hartman was 
never arrested in those crimes because there 
was not enough evidence against him. 
Hartman has been convicted of several crimes, 
including cases of indecent exposure, battery 
and disturbing the peace, police said.

Hartman is currently being charged with 
murder, arson and a hate crime. If convicted, he 
could receive the death penalty or life in prison 
without parole. Senior Deputy District Attorney 
Joyce Dudley said a decision on whether to seek 
the death penalty would come later.

Hartman was to be arraigned Thursday, 
Feb. 28, but the proceeding was delayed at 

the request of Santa Barbara County Public 
Defender James Egar, who asked for more 
time to review the evidence before advising 
his client on how to plea.

The gay community in Santa Barbara 
has banded together in response to the 
recent homicide.

"People have gone from absolute fear to 
absolute anger," Janet Stanley, executive direc­
tor of the Pacific Pride Foundation, an umbrel­
la organization for the Gay & Lesbian Resource 
Center and AIDS Project Central Coast, told 
Santa Barbara News-Press. 'The fear is based 
on the fact that when this type of crime is per­
petuated against any member of our commu­
nity, the message is really targeting the entire 
community. But then there is that part of us that 
gets angry and says we will not succumb to 
this and respond in a fearful manner, but from 
a place of strength and determination."

Blanche Risetter, Risetter's mother, has 
said she did not know her son was gay.

"Clint said he wasn't gay, ... and as far 
as I know, he wasn't. Of course, maybe he 
didn't want to admit it to me," the 76-year- 
old Risetter told the News-Press. "He 
would still be the same person to me [if I 

had known he was gay.] I would have 
never said anything against it to him."

Mrs. Risetter had lost a daughter in a car 
wreck decades ago and a son in a 1988 hunt­
ing accident, and her husband died from a 
stroke in October. She has one surviving son.

An impromptu candlelight vigil was 
held outside Risetter's apartment Feb. 28, 
drawing more than 75 people from all seg­
ments from the community, according to the 
News-Press. Another vigil, organized by 
Pacific Pride Foundation, was held Monday 
at Santa Barbara's Trinity Episcopal Church, 
and was attended by about 500 people.

The son of a farmer and a stay-at-home 
mom, Clint Risetter grew up in Wolsey, S.D., a 
prairie town of about 600 east of the Black Hills. 
After graduating from the University of South 
Dakota in 1986, Risetter worked in Wolsey for a 
couple of years before moving to California with 
the dream of becoming an actor or model. He 
modeled part-time and landed bit parts in vari­
ous movies, including 199Ts Michael J. Fox com­
edy "Doc Hollywood," according to the Times. 
By the mid-1990s, Risetter started selling real 
estate to pay his bills. By March 2000, he dropped 
out of the business after the-office closed.

Partner of 9/11 victim commits suicide
by KARA FOX

JERSEY CITY, N.J. — Mike Lyons, 
whose partner of 17 years was killed in 
the World Trade Center attack, committed 
suicide Friday, March 1, after struggling 
with his partner's death, according to 
those who helped Lyons after the Sept. 11 
terrorist attack. This is the first suicide by 
a gay partner of a Sept. 11 victim, accord­
ing to gay activists.

"He was very spiritual. He truly 
believed he was taking a step to be with his 
partner," said Elizabeth Birch, executive 
director of the Human Rights Campaign, 
the largest national gay political organiza­
tion. HRC was one of several organizations 
that helped Lyons apply for benefits 
through relief funds and gave him support.

John "Jack" Keohane, 41, worked at One 
Liberty Plaza near the World Trade Center.

After the two planes hit the Trade Center 
towers, Keohane met Lyons, his partner of 
17 years, on the street, and helped Lyons call 
his mother.

'They were in the street like everybody 
else," Keohane's sister, Darlene Keohane, 
told the San Francisco Chronicle at the time. 
"As he was talking, he had thought a third 
plane crashed into the building."

What Keohane thought was a third 
crash was actually the collapse of the South 
Tower of the World Trade Center. He was 
killed by falling debris.

"They were running together, but 
because of [Lyons' multiple sclerosis], he 
said, 'Go ahead and I'll catch up,'" said Matt 
Foreman, former executive director o e 
Empire State Pride Agenda, a New Yor gay 
rights organization that formed a rehe un 

for partners of gay victims.
Foreman said that although Lyons suf­

fered from MS and depended on Keohane 
for support, he was employed as a certified 
New York City social worker. Lyons and 
Keohane lived together in Jersey City, N.J.

A precarious place
Lyons had a difficult time coping with 

Keohane s death and did not have a strong 
support system, according to several peo- 
pie who knew him.

"Mike's psyche was severely damaged 
because of the drama of seeing John die and 
being in the proximity of his death and being 
separated by him," Birch said. "When he 
called me, literally just a minute after speak­
ing with him, I understood that he was in a 
very delicate and precarious place."

Joe Tarver, communications director for 
ESPA, agreed.

"Mike at that time was very emotion­
al and fragile — even more so than the 
other people we dealt with," Tarver said. 
"It was apparent that John Keohane was 
the rudder in his life. John was every­
thing to him."

Tarver said Lyons went to Europe to 
"get away" and when he came back, he 
began the process of applying for relief 
funds. Out of the 22 partners of gay vic­
tims that ESPA dealt with, Lyons was the 
last to go through the process, Tarver said. 
Tarver added that Lyons had indicated 
that he was going to be run short of funds 
by the end of March.

"I worked with him on a day-to-day 
basis," Tarver said. "Red Cross did tell me 

ree weeks ago that he had been approved. I

John Keohane, who died in the Sept. 11 attack 
on the World Trade Center, was 'everything' 
to his partner Mike Lyons. Lyons committed 
suicide on March 1.

i

checked on his status last Friday and I was e- 
mailing him. He would disappear and reap­
pear, and I thought it was one of those times 
when he was disappearing emotionally."

Lyons took his life on March 1, on his 
41st birthday and just days before he was to 
receive a check from the American Red 
Cross for relief, Tarver said. An exact cause 
of death could not be confirmed through the 
Newark, N.J., medical examiner's office or 
other New Jersey authorities.

Tarver said when the Red Cross called the 
funeral home that handled Keohane to verify 
some information, the funeral home told the 
relief organization that Lyons had also died.

Birch said she had seen Lyons recently 
and thought he was doing much better.

"Clearly, I was wrong," Birch said. 
"The people who were trying to help him 
didn't know or understand that this was 
coming. ... He needed so much help and 
I'm so sad that we couldn't do more to 
save this life."

Families at risk
Birch said that this situation has 

"revealed more starkly how at-risk our 
families are" and implored gay couples to 
get a will in place.

"He was a wonderful, sweet man," 
Foreman agreed. "Like so many of those 
gay and lesbian partners of those who died, 
they had their lives devastated."

Tarver added that the tragedy of Sept. 11 
"has not ended for the families."

"Life is very short and it's obvious Mike 
didn't think it was worth living anymore 
without John," Tarver said. "This is a situa­
tion where he didn't have the support net­
work that many married couples had. It was 
obvious that he was trying to go searching 
got support. ... He didn't have the support 
like some of the other [gay partners]."

A funeral service was held Wednesday, 
March. 6, at Lyon's childhood parish. 
Immaculate Conception, in Philadelphia.

Gay activists say this is the first post­
Sept. 11 suicide committed by a gay partner. 
The Washington Post reported Dec. 19 that 
Pat Flounders, whose husband died in the 
collapse of the second Trade Center tower, 
also committed suicide. Flounders was a 
breast cancer survivor who had recently 
had a pacemaker implanted.
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Church shirking responsibility, gay critics say
> Continued from Page 1

Gay ban slammed
Eugene Kennedy, a former priest and 

author of a new book titled "The Unhealed 
Wound: The Church & Human Sexuality" 
told Southern Voice he disagrees with 
Navarro-Valls' comment about gay priests.

"That is an ill-considered trial balloon 
’ that has no substance," he said. "It's got 

more hot air than helium."
Kennedy, who is married and lives in 

Chicago, said the comments are an insult to gays.

"Plenty of homosexual priests have 
served with great integrity, never violated 
their vows, and have served their people 
generously," he said. "To say homosexual 
ordinations are invalid would be an easy 
way of making scapegoats of these people. 
But it would not solve the problem."

Dr. Jack Drescher, a psychiatrist in New 
York City and chair of the American 
Psychiatric Association's Committee on 
Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Issues, said it is 
common for "uneducated people" to link 
adult homosexuality with pedophilia.

Pedophile or gay?
Many Catholics are debating whether "For people attracted to children, 

the growing scand al of sexual abuse in the many pedophiles tend not to be gay-i den- 
priesthood implicates gay priests, and the tified at all," said Dr. Jack Drescher, chair 
discussion is focusing in part on whether of the American Psychiatric Association's 
the abusers are pedophiles of undeter- Committee on Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual 
mined sexual orientation, or adults acting Issues. "Often, they are married men." 
on a homosexual orientation. Ephebophilia is a condition that

The APA's Diagnostic & Statistical involves an adult being attracted to chil- 
Manual of Mental Disorders defines dren or teens around the time of puberty, 
pedophilia as sexual activity by an adult The Catholic Church teaches general- 
with a prepubescent child, generally age 13 ly that even consensual adult "homogen- 
or younger. The condition is almost always ital" behavior is "objectively immoral," 
seen in males and seldom diagnosed in but a homosexual orientation is "not 
females. Pedophiles can be sexually immoral in itself."
attracted to children of a particular gender, — The Associated Press contributed to 
or they can be attracted to both genders. this report

Navarro-Valls, the pope's spokesperson, 
is a Spanish-born psychiatrist and not a 
member of the Catholic clergy.

"It is unfortunate that the Catholic 
Church compounds its pedophile priest 
problem by linking it to the unrelated issues 
of whether or not the church should accept 
gay priests," he said, "and whether gay 
priests can maintain vows of celibacy."

Earlier research by the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops suggested that most 
priests who abuse target young males.

Dr. Frederick S. Berlin, a psychiatry pro­
fessor at Johns Hopkins University and 
founder of the school's Sexual Disorders 
Clinic, discussed sexual abuse in the church 
during a 1997 interview with the bishops' 
conference. At the time, Berlin concluded that 
victims of priest abusers can be boys, girls or 
both, but "a majority of cases that have come 
to light, it has been boys rather than girls."

"I don't know of any actual evidence that 
abusers are attracted to the priesthood," 
Berlin said at the time. "There's been specu­
lation that perhaps some people who are 
having a difficult time in dealing with sexu­
al feelings deceive themselves into thinking 
that it will become a non-issue if they take 
vows of celibacy and become priests."

Drescher said he does not believe banning 
gay men from becoming Catholic priests would 
solve the Church's sexual abuse problem.

"What a ban on sexuality tends to do is 
encourage people to hide their true sexual

Cardinal Bernard F. Law ordered a gay priest 
accused of sexual abuse. Rev. George 
Spagnolia, to leave the rectory last month in a 
growing scandal over alleged pedophile priests.
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identities," he said. "Currently, ther,e's a ban 
on sexuality in the priesthood, and that's 
not working. So simply banning sexuality 
doesn't make sexuality go away.

"Where sexuality is maintained in a
> Continued on Page 9
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Church avoids 
gay issue
> Continued from Page 8
secret and shameful way, there's an 
increased likelihood for abuse rather than in 
a place where it would be OK to talk about 
sexual difficulties," he said. "People who are 
able to talk about their sexual difficulties are 
less likely to act on their sexual problems."

Sister Mary Ann Walsh, a spokesperson for 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, said 
that the Washington, D.C.-based organization 
is "checking out" Navarro-Valls' recent com­
ments but does not plan to issue a response.

Avoiding the issue
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

in 1997 released "Always Our Children," a 
pastoral message aimed at helping parents 
trying to accept that their child might be gay. 
The statement included comments drawn 
from the Catechism of the Catholic Church, a 
universal document, and the teachings of 
Pope John Paul II, among other sources.

Walsh noted that "Always Our 
Children" made it clear that there should 
not be discrimination against persons 
based on sexual orientation.

"It is not sufficient only to avoid unjust 
discrimination. Homosexual persons 'must 
be accepted with respect, compassion and 
sensitivity,'" the bishops concluded.

Kevin Ivers, a spokesperson for the Log 
Cabin Republicans and a practicing Catholic,

Rev. George Spagnolio, a gay priest, has 
been accused of molesting a teen boy in 
1971. Spagnolia has been forced from his 
post jn Massachusetts.

said Navarro-Valls' comments are inconsis­
tent with church teaching on homosexuality.

"This seems to be something the church 
is struggling with but not something it's 
actually going to do," he said. "It conflicts 
completely with the stated doctrine about 
the difference between homosexual behav­
ior and orientation."

David Smith, a spokesperson from the 
Human Rights Campaign, said Navarro- 
Valls' comment is "reflective of the church's 
myopic view on this issue."

At the same time, Smith said, "Adults in 
positions of extreme influence, such as clergy, 
who take advantage of that influence and use it 
to engage in inappropriate behavior should be 
condemned in the strongest possible terms."

Sean Cahill, director of the Policy 
Institute of the National Gay & Lesbian Task 
Force, said Navarro-Nalls' statement was 
"mean-spirited and ill-considered."
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Join us v t»/rr“izi
HOLY Wtclx.! Designer Gifts Sale!

Take 20% off the list price of all 
designer photo frames, glass and metal ware 
in stock! Choose from items created from rich 
woods, gleaming metals, glittering gemstones 

and a variety of other finishes.

Cafe Special

Enjoy any of 
our decadent 
desserts for 

half-price every 
Wednesday night 

from 7 pm to 
closing!

Stop in for great 
espresso, coffees 

and cakes.
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Crossroads Market 
BOOKSTORE & CAFE 

1111 Westheimer Road, Houston 
(713) 942-0147

Books Periodicals Greeting Cards Music Gifts Coffee & Desserts
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Gay vote may split on District 25
Most Democrat 
candidates in primary 
have shown gay-friendly 
stances, observers say
by PENNY WEAVER

The Democratic primary race to fill the 
Texas' District 25 seat in the U.S. Congress is 
crowded with four candidates who each 
may arguably be a positive pick for gay 
Houstonians.

The district encompasses a large portion 
of the city and Harris County. Vying to rep­
resent Democrats in the fall election are 
Chris Bell, former Houston City Council 
member; former State Rep. Paul Colbert; 
attorney Stephen King; and City 
Councilman Carroll Robinson.

The winner of the Democrat election — 
and the subsequent runoff that many polit­
ical observers expect — will face insurance 
company executive Tom Reiser, unop­
posed in the Republican primary, in 
November elections.

Incumbent Democrat Ken Bentsen is 
vacating the District 25 seat to run for U.S. 
Senate this year. He hopes to win the post 
being vacated by well-known conservative 
Phil Gramm, who will retire.

At least one gay activist said the District 
25 field of candidates for the Democratic

< x UJ 
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Among the four Democratic candidates vying 
for that party's nomination for the 25th U.S. 
Congressional District are former State Rep. 
Paul Colbert (right) and Chris Bell (left), former 
Houston Gty Council member. Also vying for 
the District 25 seat are attorney Stephen King 
and current Council member Carroll Robinson 
(not pictured).

ballot slot is a win-win choice for gays.
Clarence Bagby, Houston's board mem­

ber for the National Gay & Lesbian Task 
Force, a political group, also is a member of 
the Houston Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus. 
That group endorsed Colbert, a move that 
surprised some political observers due to 
Bell's well-known pro-gay record.

Most recently. Bell opposed the anti-gay 
City Prop. 2, which was narrowly approved 
by Houston voters in November.

"While the caucus PAC has endorsed 
Paul Colbert, it's important for all of-us to 

remember that Houston's GLBT community 
is in a fantastic position in this race, where 
we have multiple candidates who have 
good track records of working for GLBT 
equality," Bagby said.

Robinson was endorsed by the Caucus in 
other political races, Bagby noted. Caucus 
members said Bell also screened well with 
HGLPC in this race, even though Colbert 
earned the group's official backing.

According to gay political activists who 
support Colbert, he "has been a leader for 
equal rights for LGBT people both in the 
Texas Legislature and in the private sector."

Gay supporters point out that Colbert 
wrote the original language for the 
state's hate crimes act, which later 
became the James Byrd Jr. bill made law 
last year and including sexual orientation 
as a protected category.

Bell is known for several pro-gay 
stances in his two terms on the Houston 
City Council. He supported the city's anti­
bias bill, approved last year, which pro­
hibits discrimination based on factors 
including sexual orientation.

As a candidate for mayor last fall. Bell 
was pushed out of the race in the initial elec­
tion, failing to garner enough votes to pro­
ceed to the runoff, in which Mayor Lee 
Brown won re-election.

Bell's supporters include gay-friendly 
Brown, former Mayor Bob Lanier and pro­
gay state Rep. Garnet Coleman, D-Houston.

Along with Brown, Bell and others, Lanier 
opposed the anti-gay City Prop. 2, which 
prevents the City of Houston from offering 
health insurance and other benefits to same- 
sex domestic partners of city employees.

King is a newcomer to politics, and less 
is known about his stances on gay issues 
than the records of his opponents. 
Representatives for King's campaign could 
not be reached for comment by press time.

Robinson, like Bell, supported Houston's 
anti-discrimination law, which included 
sexual orientation as a protected category, 
and also opposed the anti-gay City Prop. 2. 
In previous interviews with the Voice, he 
has cited his "record of fairness and inclu­
sion" on the Council as setting him apart.

"My willingness to reach out to and 
involve the gay and lesbian community" 
also sets him apart, Robinson said.

According to Richard Murray, political 
science professor at the University of 
Houston, any of the four Democrats has a 
solid chance to win the primary.

District 25 has one of the most diverse 
cross-section of voters in the state, accord­
ing to Murray. In addition to being home to 
the state's largest population of Jewish vot­
ers, the district includes sizable populations 
of whites, blacks and, to a lesser degree, 
Hispanics, Murray said.

He expects District 25 voters to elect a 
Democrat in the fall, depending on which 
competitor wins the party's slot.

Group claims Ratliff supports ‘homosexual agenda’
Continued from Page 1
"I disagree with the lieutenant governor 

that I did not go far enough and strong 
enough," Perry said Wednesday. "I think 
sometimes we get a little carried away with 
political rhetoric."

Groups including Young Conservatives of 
Texas condemned Ratliff's "outrageously hate­
ful remarks," according to a YCL press release.

"It is ironic that he would, in the course 
of alleging FreePAC's mailings are hateful, 
make such grotesquely vile statements of 
his own," said Marc Levin, YCT state vice 
chairman. "These mailings are trivial com­
pared to the great evils in human history 
and the war against terrorism."

Levin, whose group states that it is a 
nonpartisan, nonprofit organization, said 
Ratliff should "apologize for his inexcusable 
and unconscionable statements."

Clarence Bagby, Houston board member 
for the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force, 
said the real "enemy" is FreePAC.

"A new day has dawned in Texas when 
our state's top Republican leaders con­
demn anti-gay political ads," Bagby said. 
"Instead of arguing over rhetoric, we 
should appreciate the strong stands taken 
by the governor, lieutenant governor and 
others and move on to target the real 
enemy: groups like Free PAC."

sun, Bagby hinted that top GOP leaders 
like Perry can do better in representing gay 
constituents.

"While being grateful for Gov. Perry's 
comments, we must remember that we have 
a candidate in [Democrat] Tony Sanchez 
who has publicly committed to support leg­
islation like an Employment Non- 
Discrimination Act for Texas, and that's 
truly valuable to GOP Texans," Bagby said.

Perry is unopposed for governor in the 
GOP primary. Among Democrat candi­
dates for governor are wealthy oilman 
Sanchez and former Texas Attorney 
General Dan Morales. Sanchez has been 
endorsed for the post by the Houston Gay 
& Lesbian Political Caucus.

Ratliff seeks re-election to his Senate 
seat, which he vacated when he replaced 
Perry as lieutenant governor when former 
Gov. George W. Bush became president.

FreePAC officials say the group is non­
partisan. Chairman Richard Ford stood by 
the anti-gay mailings and questioned 
whether Ratliff was attempting to stifle 
free speech.

"Judging from the legislators' reactions, 
we have told the truth," Ford said. "Every 
record vote was documented."

In addition to Perry, the group of legisla­
tors and Ratliff also criticized Land 

Commissioner David Dewhurst, who is 
competing to replace Ratliff as lieutenant 
governor, for not taking a stronger stand 
against the anti-gay literature.

Dewhurst contributed $85,000 to 
FreePAC in 1994-1999. He spoke out against 
the ads Tuesday, but Ratliff said he should 
have gone farther.

"Lieutenant Governor Ratliff is under­
standably upset about being the target of 
negative mudslinging," Dewhurst said 
Wednesday.

Ratliff also distributed a list of FreePAC 
donors, who include conservative anti-gay 
Pat Buchanan, the Austin American- 
Statesman reported.

One FreePAC flier that shows two men 
kissing is accompanied by text saying the 
Republican lawmakers targeted in the 
mailings supported hate-crime legislation 
protecting gays, according to the 
Amencan-Statesman.

Texas Democrats also joined the fray, 
calling on Perry and other state GOP leaders 
to sever all ties with FreePAC.

"The Texas GOP should denounce this 
extremist outfit and quit doing business 
with it," said Democrat Party Chairwoman 
Molly Beth Malcolm.

— The Associated Press contributed to 
this story.

Although Texas Goy. Rick Perry denounced 
recent anti-gay mailings by the conservative 
group FreePAC, Perry's campaign received a 
$25,000 donation from the organization in 
1998, the Austin American-Statesman 
reported this week.
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The internet’s funnest 

lesbian and £ay 
dating service?

www. edwina. com
S7.98 monthly charge. Price subject to change.
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Available at

and www.gmch.org

Saturday 3.23.02 
at 3pm and 8pm
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Tickets $15 in advance 
$18 at the door

|Bderwritten in part by a grant from 
the Tom Moore Community Musk Foundatio

Tuesday 3.19.02 
at 8pm

Friday 3.22.02 
at 8pm

For more info 
call (713) 521-7464

?■

at Bering Memorial
United Methodist Church

1440 Harold St.
Houston TX 77006
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DIAMOND

SALE
Loose Diamonds
& Semi-Mounts

3-
Anniversary Bands 
Diamond Pendants 
Diamond Bracelets 
Diamond Earrings

*Some Designer Lines Excluded

I wmorkr
Fine Fashion Jewelry, Diamonds, Bridal Jewelry and Better Swiss Watches

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6 • Thu. 10-9

3841 Bellaire Blvd. • 713-668-5000
11.15
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EDITORIAL

The pope’s scapegoat
by CHRIS CRAIN

For weeks now, the Vatican has kept its 
silence as more reports surface about sexual 
abuse of young parishioners by Catholic 
priests. In the ensuing media frenzy, church 
leaders of the highest rank in this country have 
acknowledged hushing up accusations of sex­
ual molestation and reassigning priests even 
where such charges had been substantiated.

Then finally, last week, the spokesper­
son for Pope John Paul II discussed the 
problem publicly, in an interview with the 
New York Times. But rather than acknowl­
edge the culpability of church leadership, 
for not doing more to ferret out abusers and 
for not turning wrongdoers over to law 
enforcement, the Vatican spokesperson 
took the easy way out. He blamed the gays.

"People with these inclinations just can­
not be ordained," Joaquin Navarro-Valls 
said in the interview. "That does not imply 
st final judgment on people with homosexu­
ality. But you cannot be in this field."

This is an institution that has just acknowl­
edged, though not near fully enough, that its 
leadership has conspired to cover-up a shock­
ing number of cases involving sexual molesta­
tion, engaged in by the very men to whom its 
members' children are entrusted.

In almost any other setting, the leaders 
of an institution like that, having shown 
itself to be so irresponsible and so incompe­
tent at dealing with issues of sexuality and 
trust, would have felt somewhat cowered 
by the whole experience, and would take 
extra care in the steps taken to repair the 
damage and their diminished credibility.

Perhaps the church might even engage 
in some much-needed soul searching about 
how its outdated insistence of priestly 
celibacy (and maintaining a single-sex cler­
gy) might attract at least some candidates 
running away from their sexuality, and 
might even inhibit the proper and normal 
sexual development of others.

But the arrogance of the conservatives now 
in control of the Vatican knows no such bound-

LET US 
KNOW WHAT 
YOU THINK!

Send the editor your letters 
(400 words maximum) or op-ed 
submissions (800 words maxi­
mum), Include a name and 
phone number for verification.

Houston Voice, 
500 Lovett, Suite 200, 
Houston, TX 77006 
fax: 713-529-9531 
e-mail: editor@houstonvoice.com

aries. In breathtaking fashion, the pope's 
spokesperson has made gays the scapegoat 
here, not the church and its nefarious policy of 
coddling abusers and paying off their victims.

Navarro-Valls has claimed that he is not 
raising the tired and discredited stereotype 
that gays are pedophiles. The Spanish-born 
psychiatrist, who has acted for years as the 
voice of aging Pope John Paul II, has conclud­
ed that the victims in these molestation cases 
are old enough that the priests responsible for 
the abuse cannot be considered pedophiles.

Instead, Navarro has decided, along with 
apparently a number of other Catholic conser­
vatives, these are gay priests who act out their 
sexual interest in post-pubescent teenage 
boys. Gay pederast priests, not pedophiles.

The Vatican is in something of a unique 
position to make this judgment, since it has 
access to information about many more

And the evidence may well bear out that 
many, if not all, of the guilty priests are in fact 
gay. Father George Spagnolia is but one 
example. This Massachusetts priest was 
among the few to publicly dispute sex abuse 
allegations lodged against him, only to later 
admit he had lied to the press about his own 
sexual past. He had claimed to be celibate, but 
later admitted engaging in sexual relation­
ships with two different men during a 20-year 
leave from the priesthood. Even if most of the 
guilty priests are not gay, there is a challenge 
for the gay community generally in the pain 
wrought by those gay priests who did take 
advantage of teenage male parishioners.

The gay community, from its leadership 
down to its own lay members, has often been 
unwilling to acknowledge, much less address, 
the longstanding menace of older gay men 
who seek out inappropriate, and often abu-

The Vatican should be condemned for blaming gays for its priest 

sex abuse scandal, but let's not forget to address inappropriate 
sexual involvement with gay and questioning youth.

cases than have been reported in the media. 
(The church says it does not keep cumula­
tive records on such cases, a claim that is 
either laughable or criminal, depending 
upon whether you believe it.) But the pub­
lic evidence of reported cases involve a 
number boys under the age of 13, the onset 
of puberty for most males.

Still, accepting Navarro-Valls' proposition 
that these are gay priests molesting teenage 
boys — and the vast majority of victims do 
appear to be male — his conclusion that the 
church should ban ordination of gays 
remains indefensible and horribly prejudiced.

Even if he is not saying that gay priests, 
and therefore gay men generally, are 
pedophiles. He is still saying, on behalf of 
the pope, that gay priests, and therefore gay 
men generally, are pederasts, or are suffi­
ciently incapable of restraining themselves 
around teenage boys that they should be 
removed from the priesthood.

The uncomfortable facts
If this is, in fact, the Vatican's (tentative) 

position on sex abuse in the priesthood — 
and Navarro-Valls' authority to speak on 

this subject is a bit murky — the church's 
stance is particularly outrageous for what it 
does not say: that the Catholic hierarchy is 
itself complicit in these crimes, and that the 
vast majority of gay priests (and bishops and 
cardinals) serve with distinction and honor.

But for gays, Catholic and non-Catholic 
alike, the Vatican's response ought to be even 
more challenging for the charge that does 
seem to fit the discomfiting facts. It is true that 
almost all of the victims sexually assaulted by 
these priests are male. It is also true that many 
of these youths were around the age of puber­
ty, and some were clearly post-pubescent.

sive, relationships with teen-age males.
Many gay men, including some respected 

gay conservatives, act as if pederasty is a 
respected tradition, dating back to the ancient 
Greece, deserving of celebration, not condem­
nation. They fail to recognize how many 
youths in such relationships are confused 
about their own sexuality and cannot be 
equals or make sound judgments about when 
or whether to engage in sexual relations.

Many more gays, men and women alike 
and including most gay rights leaders, turn 
a blind eye toward the problem, using the 
pedophile stereotype as a shield in a manner 
that is every bit as wrongheaded as when 
conservatives use it as a sword against us.

Conservative Catholics suggest all gays 
are pedophiles so that they don't have to 
wrestle with the church's complicity in these 
sexual crimes. Meanwhile, gay leaders sug­
gest that all gay pederasts are pedophiles so 
that they don't have to answer for gay 
priests who abuse their positions of authori­
ty in utterly inexcusable fashion.

The same political sides played out in sim­
ilarly depressing fashion after the murder in 
September 1999 of Jesse Dirkhising, a 13-year- 
old Arkansas teen who died of asphyxiation 
while engaging in rough sexual play with an 
older gay couple that had befriended him.

So as we join together in condemning the 
vicious scapegoating of gays by the Vatican, 
let us not forget our own unfinished work — 
including an open and honest discussion as 

a community about how we can better pro­
tect gay and questioning youth from inap­
propriate sexual relationships with older gay 
adults, whatever type of collar they wear.

Chris Crain is executive editor of the 
Houston Voice and can be reached at 
ccrain@window-media.com.
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LETTERS
Voice editorial, trans groups 
miss the point of ENDA

To the Editor:
Thank you for at least acknowledg­

ing that gender identity and sexual ori­
entation are different. Having made 
that point, however, your editorial 
("All-or-nothing on trans rights," Feb. 
22) and the trans community miss it.

Kantaras vs. Kantaras, among other 
recent court actions, proves that the 
legal remedy for discrimination against 
the transgendered will not be found 
through ENDA or recognition of same- 
sex marriages. It will be found in 
replacing the patchwork of legal rul­
ings and statutes across the country 

with uniform legal recognition of post­
transition gender.

This is the basic argument put for­
ward in the Kantaras case: The mar­
riage was legal because he is a man: 
albeit with XX chromosomal structure, 
but nonetheless of legal male gender. 
If such legal recognition were to be 
put in place, then the full weight of 
existing sex-discrimination laws 
comes into practice.

This, of course, does nothing for gay 
men, lesbians and bisexuals who do not 
wish to be another gender but want to 
merely be afforded the human dignity 
and recognition which is our birthright.

ENDA is about protecting people 
from employment discrimination based 
on their sexual orientation. It is a spe­

cific remedy for a specific harm.
Instead of trying to scuttle ENDA, 

why not add another legislative initia­
tive to redress the real legal problems 
of the transgendered: uniform legal 
acceptance and recognition of their 
assigned sex?

Michael Craig
Houston

Trans person believes 
in inclusion for all
To the Editor:

You are right. ("All-or-nothing on 
trans rights," editorial, Feb. 22). As a 

male-to-female post-op and a lesbian, I 
still feel the exclusion.

Inclusion of everyone is the only 
way, and I have been saying it for 
decades. We have fought long and 
hard here in Hawaii for trans rights, 
but with no success and with one or 
two people at the legislative level 
killing our bills for inclusion,

I mourn with you regarding the lat­
est death in Houston of a "T" person. 
We are still regarded as threats and 
social lepers.

What is it going to take to get all the 
outcasts in society included — a trans­
gender jihad?

Vanessa Walker 
Honolulu, Hawaii
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City of Houston
Community Enhancement Meetings

Each year, the City updates its long-range plans for installing 
new sewer-lines, streets, police and fire stations, libraries and other 
projects in the community. Please help identify projects and City ser­
vice needs in your area for the City’s next Operating Budget and Capi­
tal Improvement Plan (CIP), the five year schedule for constructing 
and financing projects.

Council members are holding a scries of meetings on die an­
nual operating budget and the (CIP). Come learn about City pro­
grams and funding, and tell us your ideas for improving your commu­
nity.

District A - Bruce Tatro 
February 21, -7 9 p.m. 
Northbrook Middle School 
3030Rosefidd - r

District F - Mark Ellis 
February 19, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Sharpstown Recreation Center 
6600 Harbor Town

District B - Carol M, Galloway 
March 5, 7 9 p.m.
Kashmere Gardens Multi-Service

Center
4802 Lockwood

District G - Bert Keller 
March 6, 7 - 9 p,m.
Frosnvood Elementary School 

Cafetoriutn
12214 Memorial Dnve

District C - Mark Goldberg 
February 13, 7 9 p.m.
Sheltering Arms 
3838 Aberdeen Wav

District D * Ada Edwards 
March 12, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
TSU Law School Auditorium 
3100 Cleburne
March 14,6 - 8 p.m.
Power Center: Southwest Wing 
12401 S. Post Oak

District E - Addie Wiseman 
February 18, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Dobie High School Cafeteria 
11 1 11 Beamer Rd.
March 4, 6:30 •• 8:30 p.m.
Creekwood Middle School

Amphitheater
3603 VC Lake Houston Parkwayr

District H - Gabriel Vasguez;
February 25, 7-9 p.m.
Browning Elementary School 
607 Northwood

District I - Carol Alvarado 
March 13, 6-8 p.m.
Magnolia Multi-Senace Center 
7037 Capitol

Comment forms will be available at al) 
meetings, the Mayor’s Citizens Assistance 
Office, Council offices and the Planning

Development OepartrnenL To request 
a form by mail, call 713-837-7831. 
Bilingual, Sign language, and/or 
captioning services are available on 
request. Please call 713-837-7831, one 
week before the meeting you plan to 
attend.
(TTY 713-837-7702)

The

KOLBE
Project

Offering Peace & 
Reconciliation 

to the Alienated

1030 Heights Blvd. 
Houston, TX 77008 

ph. 713.861.1800 
wwiakolb^jmiecLcorn

Friday ♦ March 8 
$7 7 Morning Prayer10am 

Movie Night 7pm 
^CaplainCordli's Mandolinn

1

$

Saturday ♦ March 9 
Breakfast 9:30am

Monday ♦ March 11 | 
Eucharist 7:30pm

f Thursday • March 14 
|"Survivifl@ Grief' Workshop 7pm

Friday * March 15
Morning Prayer J. Oam

Monday * March 18
| Eucharist

Friday * March 22
Mpming Prqyer 10qfyt

Movie Night 7pm 

“Carse of the
Jade Scorpion" ■

SWt I il. .JI
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on the record
"This is not the evil axis." -

Barbara Walters, explaining that she and fellow ABC 
interview hound Diane Sawyer were not in a spat after 

Walters' "leaked" that Rosie O'Donnell is gay on the day 
that Sawyer taped'an interview with O'Donnell to air on 

"Dateline" (Associated Press)

"Barbara and I talked about that, and I am now 
completely relaxed about it."

Diane Sawyer, agreeing that "now" relations have 
improved between Sawyer and Barbara Walters, who 

previously crossed hairs over who would conduct Rosie 
O'Donnell's coming out interview (Associated Press) Botjora Walters & Diane Sawyer

"The big interview right then, just before Sept. 11, was the Friday before 
on '20/ 20' — Anne Heche. Do any of you remember Anne Heche? She 
thought that she was from outer space and that she was another person? 
Huge, hugely rated. And then Sept. 11 happened. Everything changed in 
this country, and everything changed in news."

Barbara Walters, in response to a question about the impact of Sept. 11 on the media
(NBC interview by Andrea Mitchell)

"Gay humor is deeply nuanced, a formidable weapon forged in pain, 
tempered by societal disenfranchisement, sheathed in a charming insou­
ciance, wielded with elan and panache. Straight humor is about sex, poo 
or golf. Much funnier."

Writer Gene Weingarten, explaining the difference between gay humor and 
straight humor (Washington Post, Feb. 24)

"Gay men gravitate toward dumb sex jokes that straight boys were 
telling in sixth grade. We still look up 'ass' in the dictionary and laugh if 
it's there. This is because in sixth grade most of us were on the other side 
of the cafeteria talking to the girls. We missed out."

Writer Hank Stuever, explaining the difference between gay humor and straight 
humor (Washington Post, Feb. 24)

"Sylvia Rivera grabbed the petition-ladened clipboard, marched up to 
the front of the meeting, and hit [the Greenwich Village council member] 
over the head with it. The liberals started to listen jap. ... GAA leader 
Marty Robinson called the process 'climbing up the liberals.' Today there 
are other issues. Now it's climbing up the progressives."

Activist Arthur Evans, recalling how gay and trans 
activist Sylvia Rivera, who died last month, helped convince 

the New York City Council to adopt a non-discrimination 
law (Bay Area Reporter, Feb. 28)

"I must say, if s been quite a while since I've been 
invited into a young man's hole!"

Dame Edna Everage on last week's "Ally McBeal," upon 
entering a secret office wall hideaway called "The Hole" by 

its young male occupant (ABC TV)

"I have a better solution. Let's rip it up."
Tipper Gore, wife of former Vice President Al Gore,

on the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy on gays in
the military, adopted by the Clinton/Gore White 

House; Gore was speaking at a Human Rights 
Campaign fund-raising dinner (Raleigh N.C. News

& Observer, Feb. 24)

"People with these inclinations just cannot 
be ordained. That does not imply a final judg­
ment on people with homosexuality. But you 
cannot be in this field."

Dr. Joaquin Navarro-Valls, spokesperson for
Pope John Paul II, blaming gay priests for the 

growing scandal of pedophilia in the
Roman Catholic priesthood 

(New York Times, March 3)

Dame Edna Everage

Pope John Paul II
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PVA & the Caucus Agree...
"Tony Sanchez is running for Texas Governor because he wants ALL Texans 

to have a life with dignity. His commitment to our community is firm.
I urge all Texans to join me in voting for Tony Sanchez".

-Houston City Council Member Annise Parker

“We are proud to endorse Tony Sanchez in his campaign for Texas Governor 
because he believes that government should work to bring equality to all 

individuals. We look forward to his progressive leadership tor Texas."
Tani and Tony Sanchez-Houston Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus PAC President Ken Jones

Houston Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus PAC, Progressive Voters in Action (PVA), 
Planned Parenthood of Houston and Southeast Texas Action Fund, Inc., Tejano 
Democrats, Texas Coalition of Black Democrats, the 80-20 Asian PAC, many other 
progressive organizations and leaders, and thousands of Texans ALL agree:

Tony Sanchez is our choice for Governor

TONY
SANCHEZ 
for Texas Governor

Democratic Primary: VOTE MARCH 12
Adi iy Sms&QEl^r CBoraiiBEE. Ito© W. ChawfianiL 'Eraasxwac.

SCHMERLER

Rob

Jeffrey 

k

GENCY
Your 

Community 
Insurance
Agency!

713.661.7700
For Auto, Home, Renters 

Life, Health, Business Insurance 
and much more.

Valentine Offer! Caller Wins Ftee Date!/ ■

x Una... 713.545.5471

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 
Bellaire, TX 77401

www. Schm erlerAgency. com

Join us for fabulous drink prices! • 8-10 nightly 
$2 Longnecks $1 Glow shots $2 Well drinks

Re-Inventing the Gay Club Scene

Dance to the sounds of 
DJ Alexis & the 

gorgeous glow girls

Never A Cover!!*  • 21 & Up • 1417-B Westheimer • 713.522.5166
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BIENVENUE THEATRE PRESENTS

kw-,'

Written by
EDWARD AMOR 

Directed by 
RANDALL W. JOBE ■A *

'f
Featuring

DAMIEN DANE JOSEPH HART DREW MANNING 

JEFFREY SEALS ERIK SOLiZ ENRI DELAROSA

Fridays and Saturdays thru April 13 at 8 PM 
Thursdays March 7,14 at 8 PM 

Sundays March 31, April 7 at 6 PM
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Saturday, March 9 
after the performance 

PARTY on the 
Santa Fe Patio at JR’s

For reservations and information call

713/426-2626

EWE THEAT’Hit. 3722 Washington between Heights and Yale

?'5L 7? ^7- ,

QUEER AS FOLK
Own the British version 

that started it all....

Mta now 84.M*  Was now Qnty 89SS!
$SJ fsave $1S)

On the set of 
Queer As Folk

Bronze Package
Series 1 & 3

’ Silver Package 
Seriea 1 & 2 and the soundtrack

D Soundtrack

QUEER AS FOLK
Series 2

QUEER AS FOLK
- s u Series 1 

paft 2

Gold Package
Series 1 & 3 x the soundtrack 

and a behind the scenes documentary
Rtes Ifdttnow onfy 99.95f

/save $30)
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sing, she can

%

From th 
to top-hatted author.

She can 
dance, but Sandra

.. v • «
■y.'i

ting superstar in/Without You I'm Nofhmg' 
Sandra Bernhard wears many hats.

Ollto

...
■ ...”

Bernhard brings the 
house down by calling 
it as she sees it

Sept. 11. It's my commentary ori where 
we stand as Americans and people who 
want to do good, but don't always do the 
right thing. And just the general paranoia 

Bernhard: I kind of did it on the 
road, I did it here and there. There was 
just so much to talk about, and I had 
written a bunch of new music, so it just

by BRIAN MOYLAN

Sandra Bernhard — self-mocking yet

and general flag-waving-obsessive 
behavior that we have shown after that.

Voice: When was the first time, post 
9-11, that you heard about the "Death of

all came together seamlessly.
Voice: Do you think that as we learn 

more about events that it will change 
the show?

righteous, sexually ambiguous, crass and 
kind — is a genre unto herself. From 
playing gay on "Roseanne," palling 
around with Madonna, and guest 
appearances on "Will & Grace," 
Bernhard has kept herself in the forefront 
of queer culture. Her personal life, how­
ever, she keeps relatively private. She is a 
mom (since 1998); she's had girlfriends.

Conversely, Bernhard holds noth­
ing back when it comes to her politi- 

irony"? What did you think about it?
Bernhard: Right after 9-11, everyone 

was like, you can't be ironic anymore, but 
I think that people meant you can't be cyn­
ical. I've never been a cynical person. To be 
ironic takes thinking and takes intelligence 
and introspection. So I hope that people 
can tell the difference between the two.

Bernhard: It will definitely change 
as the news evolves, but the news is the 
same as it was two or three months ago. 
It's all the same and it's all horrible.

Voice: What do you think about the 
term "the war against evil"?

Bernhard: I think they should all
look inward over at the White House.

'[Georqa Bush] would be too busy playing Game Boy and
cal opinions. She has gained notoriety 
as an actor, singer, songwriter, comic

taking naps and choking on pretzels to listen to me anyway/
and author. But it may well be 
Bernhard's sheer force of personality, 
combined with a shameless frank­
ness, that has secured her stature. She 
refreshihgly pulls no punches. When 
the rest of America was adoring 
Barbara Bush, Bernhard took to 
American stages and called her a 
bitch, offering to help move the then- 
First Lady from the White House.

Roughly a decade later, the next gen­
eration of Bushes occupy the White 
House, and Bernhard is again on tour. 
This time around, the show is called 
"Hero Worship," Bernhard's response 
to the Sept. 11 attacks. Don't expect any 
Yankee Doodle brwsterism.

Houston Voice: Tell me about the 
new snow.

Sandra Bernhard: It's called "Hero 
Worship" and it was developed post-

Voice: Just so you don't pull an Alanis 
Monisettebn us, how do you define irony?

Bernhard: Irony is finding the dou­
ble entendre in cultural and social 
issues and finding a unique and witty 
way to present it to the public.

Voice: Can you give an example of a 
post 9-11 ironic situation?

Bernhard: I don't think if s totally iron­
ic, but the fact all this money was raised 
for the victims and no one got the money. 
Now the policemen's wives are going and 
kicking Guilianni's ass. And he's trying to 
make this into a 30-year investment or 
something like that, for whoiri, I don't 
know, but he got busted. I'm glad.

Voice: How much of the snow was 
written post 9-11?

Bernhard: A good 90 percent of it.
Voice: Did the time constraints limit 

the amount of material you came up with?

There are a lot of evil eyes roaming 
around that building.

Voice: You weren't a fan of the old 
Bush regime; how do you think they 
compare to the new Bushes?

Bernhard: The new Bushes make the 
old Bushes look like great thinkers and 
intellects and societal improvers. The 
progeny has shockingly fallen below 
them. It's shocking.

Voice: If you could yell a message to 
George the younger down Pennsylvania 
Avenue, what would you say?

Bernhard: I think that I would save my 
breath and keep my eye peeked on the next 
four years and whafs going to happen 
after he's gone. He would be too busy play­
ing Game Boy and taking naps and chok­
ing on pretzels to listen to me anyway.

>- Continued on Page 18

Sunday, march 10
The 13th annual AIDS Walk Houston, pre­
sented by AIDS Foundation Houston, steps 
off early. The 3.5-mile event is held to 
increase awareness and education regard­
ing HIV/AIDS. Groups to benefit from pro­
ceeds from the walk are AIDS Foundation 
Houston and five local HIV/AIDS service 
organizations. The day-long event includes 
a banner for participants to write messages 
of hope; a kids' corner that features a 
moonwalk, clowns and face painters; and a 
post-walk party by Ann Mundy 
Entertainment, with food and refresh­
ments. 8 a.m. registration. 8:30 a.m. warm­
up activities. 9 a.m. start time. Sam Houston 
Park, 1000 Bagby St. AIDS Foundation 
Houston, 713-623-6796. www.aidshelp.org.

thursday, march 14
The Pride Committee of Houston will 
announce grand marshals for the June 29, 
2002, Houston GLBT Pride Parade. The pub­
lic is invited to the announcement recep­
tion. Pride Parade grand marshal positions 
are among the highest honors bestowed 
each year by Houston's GLBT community. A 
public vote by mail-in ballot and one day 
of poll voting took place in February to 
determine this year's grand marshals. 7 
p.m. Sycamore Heights Bed & Breakfast, 
245 West 18th St. PrideLine: 713-529-6979.

friday, march 15
Montrose Counseling Center hosts its 14th 
annual St. Patrick's Day Celebration 
"Bringin' in the Green" as a fund-raiser. 
Jerry Atwood and Kim Yvette will provide 
entertainment. Refreshments will be served, 
and a silent auction will be held. The event 
also includes complementary valet parking. 
5:30-8 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center, 
502 Hawthorne. 713-529-0037.

upcoming
The Gay Men's Chorus of Houston presents 
an AIDS services benefit performance of its 
"Sophistication." The piece features 
"Naked Man" by Robert Seeley and Philip 
Littell. James B. Knapp is artistic director of 
the chorus. Proceeds benefit Bering Omega 
Community Services, The Montrose Clinic 
and Montrose Counseling Center. 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 19. Reserved tickets: $35, 
including pre-show reception at 7 p.m. 
General seating: $15 advance sales, $18 at 
door, if available. Bering Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 1440 Harold St. For tick­
ets: 1-800-494-TIXS or www.gmch.org. 
Regular upcoming performances of 
"Sophistication" are March 22 and 23.

The Gay Men's Chorus of Houston will perform 
'Sophistication' on March 19, 22 and 23.
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From 'Superstar Summer7 to one Saturday in March, Bernhard is back

with the Twin Towers. That really happened everywhere, 
and we were left in the lurch. So now we're trying to 
regroup and find a new home for it. It depends on who 
decides they want it, and Km sure it would've evolved 
over on A&E anyway, but we'll see.

Voice: What's the difference in your creative process 

when coming up with 
things for television and 
putting together a show 
like this one?

Bernhard: First of all, 
you're in one place and it's 
under much more con­
trolled circumstances. But 
you only reach a thousand 
people rather than a million 
or 10 million. A live per­
formance is a piece; it's 
something you can do over 
and over again. Once you do 
it on television, you have to 
go back to the drawing 
board immediately, so it 
burns through material pret­
ty quickly.

Voice: Do you ever get 
sick of doing the show night 
after night?

Bernhard: I never do it 
night after night, so I don't 
get tired of it. But, yeah, 
after doing a show for a 
while, I do get a bit sick of 
it. That's why I improvise 
so much.

Voice: What sort of
music can we expect in the new show?

Bernhard: They're kinda rock-and-roll ballads and ditties 
and throw-aways and emotional sexy ballads that I love to 
do. And there are some covers, my interpretation. I'll never 
tell what they are because that's no fun for the audience.

> Continued from Page 17
Voice: Do you think your show is 

of a more political nature now?
Bernhard: Absolutely. I think that if s 

a worthy cause and if s a worthy time, 
with everything going on here and inter­
nationally, and I think that's a critical 
junction and intelligent people need to 
think about it and speak out.

Voice: Is this a result of Sept. 11?
Bernhard: I was already on the 

bandwagon when the election was so 
corrupted.

Voice: Have events in your private life 
added to the political nature of the show?

Bernhard: To a certain extent. My 
concerns are certainly more than 
things that pertain to me personally. 
We're all affected when people are suf­
fering around us. There are human 
rights violations and issues of privacy 
are being threatened.

Voice: Did the birth of your daugh­
ter add to this altruism?

Bernhard: I think that it has 
increased the velocity of the concern, 
but I've always tried to think outside 
of my circle. But, yeah, definitely, that 
added to it.

Voice: I was wondering about your television show [the 
"Sandra Bernhard Experience," which aired for a week on 
A&E]. You said you might do more of them in the future?

Bernhard: Ironically enough, they did pick it up a 
week before 9-11 and they ordered 13 more shows. When 
Sept. 11 happened, everything at A&E imploded along

Bernhard says her new show, 'Hero Worship/ now on stages across the country, includes more political topics 
but also concerns such as human rights. She notes she is more personally attuned to certain topics since the 
1998 birth of her daughter.

WEDNESDAYS 5-7pm z
Fea turf ng,'S2 Off Beverages and 1/2 -prioa Appetisers

FREE PARKING RIGHT IN FR©^lT OF DOOR

Live Stand-Up Comedy at SpelirUnder's at 3pm
Great meeting ptaoe for wonwif# groups, drid.atl showers.

wedding reception-s, h<Ky unions and corporate events!

Voted One of the Best New Restaurants for 2002
My Table Magazine

As seen on KRPC’s The Bridal Buzz

THE LOST RIVER GRILLE foy
7620 katy freeway (i-io @ silber) Featured on FOX 26 and UPN 20

713-680-2800

Menswear
Loungewear

ThongsG-String

Leather

Novelties
Videos/OWs

’W
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homefront
Seasons dictate pruning
Spring not the right time 
of year to prune all plants 
in the garden and yard
by ELLA TYLER

My favorite gardening work is planning, 
but of the physical gardening projects, my 
favorite is pruning. Results are immediately 
visible and it is not something that everyone 
does well. Witness the common hedge - top 
heavy and bare-legged. Mot a pretty sight.

To keep a hedge evenly full, trim the top 
slightly narrower than the bottom. This lets 
the sun reach the lower branches. If a plant 
is bare at the bottom, sometimes it is possi­
ble to prune it so it will fill out.

Growth hormones are concentrated at - 
the last bud on a branch, so when the termi­
nal bud is removed, the buds below it are 
encouraged to leaf out. The cut should be 
made far enough down the branch that the 
new growth will be low.

This process also works for plants like 
begonias and pansies that have gotten too 
leggy. Snip the tops out. On a plant that 
sends up a cane — nandina for example — 
remove lanky growth at the base. Junipers, 
cedars and other conifers do not fill out. 
Once a branch is bare, it will remain bare.

Spring is not the right time to prune 
everything. I used to prune my viburnums 
in February and wondered why they didn't 
bloom. Then I read that they bloom in April. 
I had been cutting the blooms off. Prune 
spring-flowering plants like azalea and 
bridal wreath after they bloom.

Spring is not the right time to 

prune everything. I used to 

prune my viburnums in 

February and wondered why 

they didn't bloom. Then I read 

that they bloom in April. I had 
been cutting the blooms off.

Summer-flowering plants, like crape 
myrtle, can be pruned now. The trend is to 
prune your crape myrtles just enough to 
remove the old seed heads.

Most plants bloom only one time a year, 
so if you prune them at the wrong time, 
you've lost your flower and fruit crop for 
the year. This is good, though, if you are 
allergic to certain kinds of pollen — ligus- 
trum, for example — or are afraid of bees 
around the house.

Fertilize the bushes when you prune, but 
wait for warmer weather to do the lawn. I 
use rose food for everything. There are a lot 
of specialty formulations for specific plants, 
but these are created for connoisseurs.

Pruning of any plant is a skill that gardeners 
must learn with a few tips and plenty of practice.
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There generally is very little difference 
between types. Get whatever is formulated 
for the plant you have most of, or use a 13- 
13-13, with micro nutrients. I will not use a 
product with a high middle number, repre­
senting phosphorus. Most plants don't need 
that much phosphorus, and some, like 
hibiscus,.don't like it. It builds up rapidly in 
our soil.

There are all kinds of fertilizers. 
Inorganics, produced at the chemical plant, 
are more concentrated and work faster. 
Organics (compost, manure) are produced 
in nature, are less concentrated, last longer 
and improve soil health. I use both, since I 
doubt the plant cares where its chemicals 
come from.

Read the label and follow the directions. 
Water a plant several hours before you fer­
tilize. When a plant is fertilized, water will 
be drawn from the roots to equalize the con­
centration of chemicals around the root. If 
the plant is dry, too much water will be 
drawn out and the plant will dehydrate. 
This is a fertilizer burn. Always water a 
plant before you do anything to it.

I use Felco hand pruners, but that is rose 
society peer pressure. Other, less expensive 
brands are fine. I prefer bypass pruners 
rather than anvil, but the most important 
ingredient is a sharp blade. Keep the sharp 
edge next to the part that is remaining on 
the plant. I use loppers for branches that are 
too large for the hand pruners.

Before you prune, study the plant. Look 
for its natural shape. Cut out all the dead 
wood, cut anything that is going in the 
wrong direction, and cut anything that is 
rubbing against another branch. I begin at 
the bottom and work up. As a general rule, 
don't remove more than a third of a plant 
unless, of course, it is dead wood. Tropicals 
that have frozen to the ground will proba­
bly come back.

After all that, replenish the mulch. Don't 
forget that mulching has lots of benefits, 
including weed prevention.

THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Call us for your next out-of-town guest!
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Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

We do catered events for up to 200 people!
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!
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The critics praise VtvMltv6C|> r^DCIGiOh/S’

The Man in the Trunk
“Surprisingly compelling...Wonderfully 
innovative...Very funny...Huge guffaws.”* “Worthy 

*Lee Williams Houston Press; **Fverett Evans, Houston Chronicle; ***George Jonte, Houston Voice

of a playgoer's attention.”** “Full of delicious 
In a sweet flashback, a teen-age 
Frank (Paul Locklear) consoles his 
gay pal Randy (Kelly Williams) 
after an adolescent disclosure.

subtext and acerbic wit...”***

“Deborah Hope (top, left) gives the surest performance with her Cozy, a 
frayed, type-A suburban witch with a heart that has been crushed by grief and 
guilt. * “Paul Locklear (second from top)... moves beyond innocuous
earnestness to unleash a quiet power...Yvonne Aguirre (third) turns in a confident and funny performance as 
the effusive and ebullient Annie...Kelly Williams (fourth) brings relaxed good humor to Randy, stretching to 
make him more than just the easygoing, ever-loyal gay friend.”** Susan Oltmanns-Kooziri (fifth) delivers 
“her anger and resentment at just the right time and just the right spot - below the belt.”***

The Man in the Trunk, written by Fernando Dovalina, directed by Chris Jimmerson 

8 p.m., Thurdays, Fridays and Saturdays through March 30 
UrvMirvCCP PWMKWS, 3304 LaBranch Reservations: 713-524-8707

i

HOUSTON • SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2002
In Partnership With

K ’■UPMorgan Chase

Do the Texas Two Step:
| Call for a walk sponsor form

2 Raise funds and join the walk at:

Sam Houston Pdrk (3.5 mile Walk) • March 10, 2002 • 8:00am

For more information, call:

(713) 623-6796
or visit us at www.aidshelp.org

Benefiting AIDS Foundation Houston and 5 local AIDS service organizations

AIDS Walk Houston 
is supported in part by.

The Chronicle

Touching 
Our 

Community

g

2020 Postoffice St. 
Galveston Island

409-765-1894 or 800-821-1894 
www.thegrand.com

Friday-Sunday March 8-10 
Friday 8 pm / Sat 5 pm & 9 pm I Sun. 3 pm

Sponsored in part by Bank of America Private Bank and McRee Ford.
stomponlins. com

. LI it _
IfiftlHiMiiflCTiifril

AmericanAiriines’

"IRRESISTIBLE!
A sure-fire crowd pleaser with a rock-and-roll heart!"

- The New York Times

a

1894 OPERA HOUSE
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out on the aisle
THEATER LISTINGS

Emotions abound on stage
Theater offerings include 
work by local comedy 
troupe, sex and violence, 
and traditional tales
by PENNY WEAVER

ubertoast
The Houston comedy troupe ubertoast 

returns to Theatre New West with its bizarre 
and satirical stylings this weekend and next 
weekend as well. The group was the brainchild 
of Houston native Franz Hill, who pooled the 
talents of several actors from the University of 
St. Thomas and created the group. The unique 
styles of writing and performing from the six 
20-something members of the troupe con­
tribute to their ever-changing and eclectic 
blend of material. The troupe already is known 
for funny and sometimes shocking sketches 
including "My Father the Bear," "Amputee 
Dance Party" and "Jesus' Blind Date."

0* 
cu

ubertoast
8 p.m. March 8-9 and 15-16 
Tickets: $10 adults, $8 students 
Theatre New West
1415 California St. 
713-528-4325

‘Stomp’
The international percussion sensation 

and award-winning production "Stomp" 
makes its debut at The Grand 1894 Opera 
House in Galveston this weekend. The 
piece began as a street performance in 
Britain and has grown into an international 
phenomenon over the past decade, with 
five international touring companies play­
ing in more than 200 cities around the 
world. The production includes young per­
formers who make a rhythm out of every­
thing from stiff-bristle brooms to Zippo 
lighters, trash cans, boots and hubcaps.

Stomp'
8 p.m. Friday, 5 and 9 p.m. Saturday 
Tickets: $16.50-$65
The Grand 1894 Opera House
2020 Postoffice
Galveston Island, TX 77550
800-821-1894
www.thegrand.com

‘The Killing Power of Love’
Dos chicas theater commune offers "The 

Killing Power of Love" in continuing per­
formances this month. Directed by Ann 
Candler Harlan, the evening on stage 
explores the violent side of love and passion 
intermixed in two one-act plays. "Salome" 
by Oscar Wilde details the seduction of the 
title character as she reduces men to insani­
ty in this infamous rendition of possibly the 
oldest and most famous "femme fatale" 
story in the Western hemisphere. A melo­
drama by George F. Walker, "Zastrozzi, the 
Master of Discipline," is full of characters 
who live in a state of heightened reality, and

James Wagnone plays Sandy Lord and Connie 
Embesi Bennicoff plays Liz Imbrie in 'The Phila­
delphia Story/ starting next week in Houston.

blood flows freely through a series of vio­
lent encounters throughout the act.

0) 
U) 
Q

'The Killing Power of Love'
7:30 p.m. March 8, 9, 11, 14, 15,
16, 21, 22, 23
6:30 p.m. March 10
Tickets: $8
Heliotrope
411 Westheimer
713-201-0193

‘The Philadelphia Story’
Philip Barry's intelligent, classic roman­

tic comedy of love and, marriage, human 
growth and class distinctions, comes to the 
Houston stage later this month. "The 
Philadelphia Story" includes fast-paced 
scenes that lead the audience through the 
trials and tribulations of a family preparing 
for a wedding under less than ideal condi­
tions. Directed by Bob Maddox, the per­
formance is brought to life by The Country 
Playhouse, a nonprofit regional theater.

w
fU

'The Philadelphia Story'
8 p.m. March 15-April 6, on weekends
2 p.m. March 24
Tickets: $15 or $13 for seniors and 
students
The Country Playhouse 
12802 Queensbury 
713-467-4497 
www.countryplayhouse.org

‘Full Gallop’
Originally presented in fall 1999, "Full 

Gallop" stars Sally Edmundson as the leg­
endary fashion icon Diana Vreeland, former 
editor-in-chief of Vogue. Directed by Rob 
Bundy, the wildly popular production por­
trays the audacity and tenacity of the self- 
made Vreeland, who became the arbiter of 
fashion in the United States and possibly 
the Western world.

'Full Gallop'
March 13-28
Tickets: $35-$75
Stages Repertory Theatre 
3201 Allen Parkway, Suite 101 
713-527-0123
www.stagestheatre.com

VOTE Tuesday March 12th

Support These GLBT-Friendly Candidates

DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY
U.S. Senate - Ken Bentson
U.S. Rep. 18 - Sheila Jackson Lee
U.S. Rep. 25 - Paul Colbert
Governor - Tony Sanchez
St. Rep. Dist. 143 - Joe Moreno
St. Rep. Dst. 148 - Jessica Farrar
County Comm., Prct. 2 - Sylvia Garcia
Court of Criminal Appeals, PI. 2 - Julius Whittier 
183rd Criminal District Ct. - Robert Voight 
309th Family Court - Richard Moore

REPUBLICAN PRIMARY
245th Family Court - James Lombardino

Political ad paid for by the Houston Gay and Lesbian Political Caucus PAC, Mark Wood - Treasurer 
P.O. Box 66664, Houston, Texas 77266-6664

Meets First Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m., 803 Hawthorne

Want to Quit Smoking?

Project CASSI
FREE NICOTINE PATCHES AND
USE OF COMPUTER?

Stop-smoking research study uses hand-held 
computer and nicotine patches.

713-792-2265

EARN $$$ FOR 
PARTICIPATING!

TIE LNIVERSITYOF TEW® 

MD ANDERSON 
CANCER CENTER 
Making Cancer History''

-
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Monday
Industry Night: Actors, Models & Waiters of 
All Sorts! $3.75 Foxmopolitans & bar nibbles.

Tuesday
Beer as Folk
$1.50 domestic beer at the bar.

Wednesday
Acoustic Blues with Mr. I. J. Golsey & a walk on 
the wild side with our Electric Slide Lemonade.

Thursday
Student Night Out featuring $1.50 domestic beer 
at the bar, discounted fried chicken dinner 
with student ID.

Friday & Saturday
The traditional fun & fabulous food you expect 
from the Fox.

Sunday-Our Double Header!
One: Houston's only traditional gospel brunch 
with Diunna Greenleaf from 11 AM to 3 PM.

Two: Swing with Jerry's Kids, 6:30 to 8:30pm. 
The Jerry Vann Ensemble will be playing, 
Come & indulge in our drink specials & 
the unique Carolina Gumbo in addition to 
the regular Fox Menu.

Join us at the bar anytime for $2.50/glass 
house wine with each appetizer!

DINER 2815 S‘ ShePherd • 713.523.5FOX

restaurant has

aki, Breast Of

its and Cakes

Chicken.

Accompani

A four course

Bitter Sweet-California Salad,'Chef ’j 
Salad or Mushroom Salad

MAIN COURSE
Twin Maine Lobster Tails, Center-C

letes the fondue experience.

FONDUE COURSE
Swiss or Cheddar Cheese Fondue, 
Seasoned To Perfection Table-Side

DESSERT
Milk, White or Bit 
Chocolate Fondue!

the Meitmg rot, Houstons on 
btttfa one of Houston’s "

Experiences.” Come join us for a unique and intimate 

dimhg experience in a casual but comfortable environ­

ment, We offer a wide variety of entrees as well as our 

wonderful cheese appetizers, but don’t forget our 

chocolate desserts that have made us famous! We are 

now featuring the ultimate in dining pleasures.
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515 WESTHEIMER, SU!TE E . TEL: 713.533.9098 y

'''
- ■■ /S'-.

When vou re ready for greater successW
Relationships • Love

• Happiness • Sex
• Inner Peace • Career

Call,'for an appointment 713-527-0000

Tony Carroll, lmsw-acp
Cowtselin^ Psychotherapy, Workshops for Individuals and Couples

TlrerapSt^m
i Community Since 1983 ww w. Houston TherapisCcom
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eating out
RESTAURANT REVIEW

Lost River Cafe serves up delights
Cafe at Spellbinders 
provides creative 
atmosphere, tasty menu 
from brunch to dinner
by TRAYCE DISKIN

Imagine yourself in a world where 
winged lions sleep on flowing jade hills, 
giant mushrooms glow under magenta 
butterfly lights, and water falls down a 
wall of burnished copper.

Add a handful of nymphs, Egyptian 
felines and swirling peacock feathers, and 
suddenly you're part of the surreal landscape 
of Lost River Bar & Grille, the lavish restau­
rant portion of Spellbinders comedy club.

Equal parts Art Deco, Art Nouveau and 
Las Vegas spectacle, Lost River strives to cre­
ate a fantastical world that doesn't take itself, 
and its flamboyance, too seriously. The staff 
is efficient, and their casual and friendly 
demeanor reminds guests that this is only for 
show, folks. The menu itself is innovative, 
yet unpretentious, and the prices reasonable.

The Sunday Jazz Brunch may seem the 
most unlikely way to enjoy the magical 
flourishes of Lost River. The decor seems to 
invite a late-night Baroque symphony, or 
maybe the cloyingly ethereal tunes of 
Yanni. But surprisingly, the two-piece 
Southern jazz band smoothly complements 
a pitcher of Bottomless Mimosas ($10.95), 
and sets the right tone for a laid-back 
brunch in a room that is anything but.

Lost River doesn't fall prey to "style 
over substance" when it comes to food, 
although there's plenty of style to go along 
with the mostly well-executed dishes. 
Crawfish Crepes ($8.95) feature plump 
seafood drowning in a tangy rich sauce of 
Boursin, tomato, and cream. A confetti of 
herbs decorate the plate, while stiff wavy 
ribbons of potatoes stand straight up from 
the dish. A tasty hybrid of the potato chip 
and fried noodle, these accessories are best 
when dunked in the pooling crepe sauce.

Specialty items such as the Seafood 
Chimichanga ($8.95) boast presentations that 
rival the decor. The fried tortillas, stuffed with 
sauteed shrimp, crawfish, peppers and jack 
and cheddar cheese, lean on their sides like 
abstract sculptures. While the seafood is well 
cooked and seasoned in a delicious blend of 
herbs, peppers, and garlic, the cheese is exces­
sive and oily, and makes it nearly impossible 
to enjoy the piquant flavors of the dish.

More standard fare, such as Omelets 
($7.95), is good enough, although I won­
dered why my tomato and onion omelet was 
served with all the tomatoes on one side, and 
onions on the other. My taste buds, however, 
didn't seem to mind and enjoyed the fresh, 
fragrant vegetables and the greaseless, moist 
egg. The small side of Breakfast Potatoes 
were hearty and well-browned, and the fresh 
fruit side was a delight with its golden 
pineapple slices, and juicy honeydew melon.

The brunch menu also offers several 
lunch items, such as a succulent Grilled 
Portobello Mushroom ($7.95) served over 
spinach and caramelized onions with 
crumbled gorgonzola. The Baked Brie 
($8.95) features mild French cheese cooked 
in pastry dough, finished with naturally 
raspberry sauce and fresh fruit. The Brie 
works best as an appetizer, especially when 
followed with a salad like the Fruited 
Spinach Salad ($7.95). The baby spinach 
combined with fresh strawberries, man­
darin oranges and green onions, is tossed 
with a fat-free black currant vinaigrette, 
which makes up for the decadent brie.

Exclusive to the lunch menu, the gourmet 
pizzas are anything but pedestrian moz­
zarella and tomato sauce concoctions. The 
Potato & Sundried Tomato Pizza ($9.95) is a 
hit with its caramelized onions, fresh herbs, 
chopped sundried tomatoes and crumbled 
feta cheese. The Roasted Duck Pizza ($9.95) 
is elegant as an entree with its tomato coulis 
and duck confit. The caramelized onions 
lend an extra kick to the tender, smoky meat.

Lost River also offers an ambitious din­
ner menu with similar pizzazz and sub­
stance. Although many other area restau­
rants offer an equal or superior menu and 
ambience. Lost River allows diners to 
indulge in the garish and overblown setting 
without sacrificing the quality of cuisine.

If your ideal Sunday brunch has a 
bustling, low-key, neighborhood vibe, then 
avoid Lost River at all costs. But if you're in 
the mood to partake of a little Las Vegas 
and a little bit Bourbon Street (or will be 
passing by, like us, on a Sunday excursion 
to that other 1-10 palace right next door - 
Ikea) the Sunday Jazz Brunch will leave 
you satiated and blissful among the golden 
fronds and all their welcoming glitz.

THE

7620 Katy Freeway, No. 431 
Marq*E Center (1-10 at Silber) 
713-680-2800
www.spellbinders.com

Food It®

Service: r®i r®i I® i’®i

Value: rewrew

Scene Wf Bl Bl Bl

W Opt for bread, water at home

BIBI OK, if you really must

BIBIBI Fine for most

Bl B! Bl Bl Worth the drive, so live a little

Bl Bl Bl Bl Bl As good as it gets
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2815 S. Shepherd • 713.523.5FOX 
Foxdinbar@aol.com • www.foxdiner.com

Full service catering options
Professional Consulting
Menu Planning
Professional Staffing & Management
Location Management
Rental Consultation

enus designed for the formal to the
unique theme

|ig variety of sagdwiches & salads 
lelection of fresh fish lishes.

arian farelt^ayl available*®.

py Service so tljat you can get 
to work! *
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
■■■

lit

resi*

AiThe Law Offices of Sam M.(Trey) Yates III:
Reaching a speedy and successful resolution in 

litigation to our clients' satisfaction is 
the only true meaning of the words!

Meeting your legal needs
• Divorces, (..ustod\> Adoptions, Child Support Collections 

and Enfbrcerner-ts, Moditkations, Contempt Actions
• Certified Family Law Mediator, Collaborative Family Lawyer
• Wills, Estate Planning, Guardianships
• Major Personal Injury Claims & Malpractice Claims, 

ProfesKjnal Negligence Claims
• Certified Civil Mediator

(rezfe-loo'shGn)"

File meaning acecrding te Webster: I Tbc act <ir of vogagir-g m legal 
action. 2. A judicial contest; lawsuit 3- Mare- Dispute; ccutreversv

(sat'is-fak-shcn)

is’faction
The meaning according to Webster, a. 1. The act crt satisr/.ng or the state oi

I being satisfied: ^ratificadon. 2. That which satisfies; atonement; compensation.
I Laze; Compensahtm for a loss or tniury; vindication

Call Now for a Free Initial Consultation

713’932-7177
Visit wy web site at; www.treyyafatslaw.coin

5225 Katy Frwy*  Suite 550 ♦ Houston • TX 77 
‘.7277 • Entail: srnyiiifewbeU.net 

bif ID-'.-s S'. n.'A 'ji Ls'iffi

The meaning according to Webster: :i. I The act of resolving oc redwexng to a 
simpler form. 2. The purpose or counse resolved upon La:^: A yudgement or 

decision of a court

Gary Greene, Realtors 
direct 713-703-7299 

fax 713-880-2633 
scotthomehel p @ yahoo .com

Stoll Pelzer,
Realtor

7

6

Uncensored Visions

/. a. E ye works

EYEWEAR

3966 Westheimer, Highland Village • Houston, TX 77027 • 713-622-4411

Professional Services

for as little as $40 per week

Contact

for details

1 713-529-8490

| 713-269-5743

■no ■ ■mmb a >,

Senior Account Executive

XKR L.XK 
-AUBSCHE

Account Executive
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on the air
by JACK PELHAM

Quacked cartoon
Showtime viewers 
wowed by gay duck and 
his ensemble of friends

While this animated "quacker" may not 
be daffy he is certainly gay: Queer Duck, 
the star of his self-named cartoon playing 
on Showtime and SH0.com.

The cartoon series precedes the cable 
network's popular "Queer as Folk" at 9 
p.m. on Sundays and follows the show's 
rerun on Tuesday nights.

Each episode starts with a blue duck 
flouncing around in a rainbow-striped 
shirt while RuPaul sings the theme song: 
"Queer Duck; he's intellectual. Queer 
Duck; he's homosexual. Please don't 
think that he's perverse; he's a patient's 
favorite male nurse."

"To edit the cartoon down to the five- 
minute time frame means we have to cut out 
a lot of material," explains Jim J. Bullock, 
who supplies the voice of Queer Duck.

The actor is probably best known for his 
role on ABC's "Too Close For Comfort," as 
talk show co-host on "The Jim J. & Tammy 
Faye Show" and as game show celebrity.

Created and written by three-time 
Emmy winner Mike Reiss ("The 
Simpson's," The Critic"), "Queer Duck" 
premiered on Icebox.com in October 
2000. It's overwhelming success enabled 
the cartoon to move to Showtime at the 
end of January.

Maintaining it's Web roots, each new 
episode premiers on SHQ.C0m and then 
airs on the cable network attached to it's 
highly popular American version of 
"Queer As Folk," in its second season.

"It's a cute little show. I hope 'Queer 
Duck' does really well," Bullock says. "I 
have very high hopes for it, because I'm in it.

"People really liked it when it was on 
Icebox, so it should do well because it's 
funny. The writing is funny. Showtime and 
the creators hope this moves on into a car­
toon series like 'South Park,' a 30-minute 
show once a week. Of course there is mate­
rial. It's a slice of gay life. We can definitely 
fill 30 minutes," he adds.

The cartoons are light, humorous and 
edgy, featuring the antics of the star, his 
Harvey Fierstien-esque boyfriend, Openly 
Gator, and their friends Bi Polar Bear and 
Oscar Wildcat.

In one of the first episodes, Queer Duck 
and Openly Gator awake in bed hung over 
from the wild party they threw the night 
before. Openly Gator can't believe he does­
n't remember much of the party, realizing 
they are not alone in bed.

"Christ, how did I forget a hippo?" 
he says.

The doorbell rings, and suddenly Queer 
Duck is babysitting his pre-teen nephew, 
Little Lucky. He starts asking questions 
about the Pokemon ("Poke-A-Man") video

Queer Duck is becoming Showtime's newest 
gay character — an 'intellectual and a homo­
sexual,' according to the cartoon's theme song.

he has chosen to watch, and Queer Duck 
responds, "They're inflating each other."

Openly Gator quickly slips him a roofie. 
The kid falls asleep for the entire afternoon. 
Awakening in the car as his father drives 
him home, Little Lucky excitedly shows his 
dad the "Rocky & Bullwinkle" video he's 
borrowed from his uncle, actual title: "Rock 
Hard & Butt Sprinkle."

Queer Duck squawks, "Gay Pride," 
ending this and other episodes of the com­
puter-animated short.

In one cartoon, Queer Duck's mom 
commits suicide by roasting herself after 
he comes out. In another, Dr. Laura chases 
Queer Duck around town while trying to 
blast him with a shotgun. In the end, a 
penis pokes through a glory hole to give 
her a black eye.

"Thank God for Showtime. Incredibly, 
there are shows like this out there, and 
they are willing to air it" Bullock says. 
"'Queer As Folk' and 'Queer Duck' are not 
just for gay people. There is a lot of 
crossover. Hello, look at 'Will & Grace.' 
The lines are getting blurry."

How similar are Queer Duck and Jim 
J. Bullock?

"I'm more serious than Queer Duck, but 
I'm comparing myself to a cartoon," 
Bullock says. "If Queer Duck was in my liv­
ing room, he'd be having a cocktail — not 
me — and talking about what he's doing 
this weekend. Me, I'm singing at church 
Sunday morning."

'Queer Duck'
Follows 'Queer As Folk' on Tuesdays 
11 p.m.
Showtime
Online at SH0.com
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713.524.9932

Mon-Fri 5am-10pm 
Sat-Sun 8am-8pm
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Three months left until SPLASH...

GET YOUR 
ABS IN HERE!

PRECOR • UFE FITNESS • CYBEX • NAUTILUS * HAMMERSTRENGTH • EXTENSIVE FREE 
........
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BARTLETT

<£>

All Phases 
of Tree Care: 

Residential and 
Commercial

BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS

for America's 
Trees Since 1907

Why Fertilize Your Trees?
Our lawns are a foreign environment for 

landscape plantings. Without the constantly 
replenished rich layer of humus from the forest 
floors, they are left to compete with our lawn for 

the scarce nutrients available.
Bartlett has formulated its own fertilizer for trees 

and shrubs, BOOST® Injected directly into the root 
zone, provides both immediate and long-lasting 
nutrients, improves plant vigor and resistance to 

insects and disease while fostering growth. Don t 
trust your tree care to anyone but an expert 

Bartlett Tree Experts!

(713) 862-4777
www.bartlett.com

Guided by The Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories and 

Experimental Grounds, Charlotte, NC.
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Maranatha Fellowship MCC 
Maranatha Fellowship MCC is on the Move!

Sunday Morning Services At Our New Location & Time: 
3333 Fannin, Suite 106, at 10AM 
For more information, call the church office 713.528.6756

Please Join Us For Sunday Morning Service And Experience 
The Love That Maranatha Fellowship MCC Has To Offer!

March 10lh "You Are Significant" Rev. Janet Parker

Please join us for Praise & Worship 
We would love to have you visit us.

Church Service begins at 10am and 
nursery is available for small children. 
Mid-week “Home Group” services on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

For more info... 
713-528-6756 or email 
maranatha@evl.net "Building Community Through Compassion " |

Maranatha 
Fellowship 

Metropolitan 
Community Church

The Dog Star

Discover the pre-Stonewall world 
of Lambda Award-winning 
author, Donald Windham— 
an American classic!

Order both now—only $20!
($30 value)

Toll-free 1-866-445-5787
$4.50 shipping and handling

'A literary high mark."
National Public Radio

'An unadulterated artist."
Tennessee Williams

'Virtually flawless."
Washington Blade

'A very beautiful book."
Albert Camus

'Downright powerful."
The New York Times

"Extraordinary reading."
Village Voice

"Emotionally powerful."
Lambda Book Report

CLASSIC 
clas*sic\klasik\adj:  felt to be among 
the great literary works of mankind THE DOG STAR $14 95

A brilliant, mid-century, 
coming-of-age story set in Atlanta

EMBLEMS OF CONDUCT $14.95
Windham's stunning childhood, 
coming-out memoir

community 
calendar
Saturday, march 9
Gulf Coast Transgender Committee.
Meeting. 713-780-4282.
Houston Area Bears. Dineout at Potato 
Patch, noon. 713-867-9123. www.hous- 
tonareabears.com .
Houston Outdoor Group. Monthly break­
fast at LePeep, Shepherd Plaza, 3810 
Farnham. 9 a.m. 713-520-5201. For more 
information, call David M. at 713-868-7991. 
Kolbe Project. Monthly breakfast. 9:30 
a.m. 1030 Heights Blvd. 713-861-1800. 
www.kolbeproject.org .

every Saturday
All-Spanish Worship Service/Culto en 
espanol. 6 p.m. Resurrection Metropolitan 
Community Church, 2026 W. 11th. 713-303- 
9403 or 713-861-9149.
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a.m. to 3 
a.m. 713-526-5738.
Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 
713-880-2872.
Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 a m. 
281-437-0636.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. Call 
for ride locations. 713-863-1860.
Houston Outdoor Group. Memorial Park 
walk. 9:30 a.m., meet in front of tennis cen­
ter. Jimmy, 713-864-7299.
Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 
p.m. 713-453-7406.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 
a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 713-528-6665.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community 
Center. Drop-in noon-4 p.m. • 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Sunday, march 10
Maria St. Stephen's Episcopal
cnurch explores the idea of hope as seen 
through the work of Maria Montessori and 
the words of children from around the 
world. Special worship service, 6 p.m. St. 
Stephen's, 1805 West Alabama.

every Sunday 
Anarchist Black Cross 
Federation/Anarchist Reading Group. 1 
p.m. www.houstonabc.org. 713-595-2103 
Bering Memorial United Methodist 
Church. Services at 8:30 & 10:50 a.m. 
Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a m. & 7 
p.m. Sunday School for children 10 a.m. 
713-880-9235 or 
www.communitygospel.org.
Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal
Baptist. Service 9:30 a.m. & education hour 
11 a.m. 713-668-8830.
Emerson Unitarian Church. Adult educa­
tion, 10 a.m. Service, 11 a.m. Lunch avail­
able at noon, www.emersonhou.org.
First Congregational Church 
(Memorial). Service at 10 a.m. Christian 
Education, 11:30 p.m. 713-468-9543 or fcc- 

houston.org.
First Unitarian Universalist Church.
Services at 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. Brunch avail­
able, 10:30 a.m. 713-526-5200. 
church@firstuu.org.
Gay Catholics of St. Anne's-Houston. 5 
p.m. worship service. Dinner and social. 
alexcam@wt.net. 713-623-0930.
Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school 
for all ages 9 a.m. Service 10:30 a.m. 713- 
528-3269.

Houston Mission Church. Service 
10:30 a.m. 713-529-8225.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m to noon.
Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
houstontennisclb@aol.com
Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan
Church. 10 a.m. service. 3333 Fannin, 
Suite 106. 713-528-6756.
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for 
women. 713-869-1686.
Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 and
11 a.m. Adult Sunday School, 10 a.m. Youth 
Sunday School, 11:15 a.m. Handbell Choir 
rehearsal, 1:30 p.m. 713-861-9149.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy 
Eucharist, Rite I, 7:45 a.m.; Holy Eucharist,. 
Rite II, 8:55 a.m.; Education hour, 10 a.m.; 
Choral Eucharist, 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.
The Women's Group. Meeting and discus­
sion. 10:45 a.m. 713-529-8571.
Thoreau Unitarian Universalist
Congregation. Adult discussion, 
9:45 a.m. Service, 11 a.m. 281-277-8882. 
www.tuuc.org.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston
County. 502 Church St. Service, 10:30 a.m. 
409-765-8330.
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston.
Adult forum, 10 a.m. Service, 11 a.m. 
713-686-5876.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community 
Center. Drop-in 2- 5 p.m. • STAG (Some 
Transgenders Are Guys) meeting, 7 p.m- • 
803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

monday, march 11
Classic Ctv><’*13 var Club. Houston board 
nv^tirig. 713-797-8615.
www.ClassicChassisCarClub.org.

every monday
aids mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose 
Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for peo­
ple with HIV. 713-830-3000.
gayDAR. Wellness Community. Support 
Group. 7 p.m. 713-526-1017, Ext. 211.
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Support 
group. 8-9:30 p.m. Grace Lutheran Church. 
Tom, 713-726-8736.
www.geocities.com/gaydadshouston/
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open 
rehearsals, 7 p.m. 713-521-7464.
Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m.
Bering. 713-526-1017, ext. 208.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial 
Park at the Tennis Center. 713-692-2703. 
Kolbe Project. Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 
713-861-1800.
Lesbian & Gay Voices Radio Show.
8-10 p.m. KPFT 90.1. 713-529-1223.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food
Pantry. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
936-441-1614.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center. Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 

713-524-3818.

tuesday, march 12 
PFLAG-Houston. Parents & Friends of 
Lesbians And Gays. Meeting. 713-867-9020.

every tuesday
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch 
Gang, 11 a.m. 713-526-1017.
CPR Classes. 3 p.m. 713-607-7700.



HOUSTON VOICE • MARCH 8, 2002 27

For Mature Audiences Only. Support 
group. 7 p.m. Bering Memorial UMC. 713- 
526-1017.
Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. 
to midnight. Club Houston. 713-830-3000.
Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 
Mt. Vernon. 713-526-8390.
Gay youth. New program for young gay 
males, ages 18-29. 7 p.m. 614 Avondale. 
713-533-9786.
Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous.
Support group. 7 p.m 713-524-0439.
Houston Women's Rugby Team. No 
experience necessary. Practice, 6:30-8:30. 
Westland YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.
HTGA. Support group. 7 p.m. 713-520-0439.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food
Pantry. Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 281-633-2555.
Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance les­
sons. Brazos River Bottom. Two-hour free 
dance workshops. No partner needed. 
Beginner. 2 Step, Waltz, Shuffle & Swing. 
Drop in anytime. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center. Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818.

Wednesday, march 13
Houston Area Bears. Dineout and meet­
ing at Biba's on West Gray. 6:30. 713-867- 
9123. www.houstonareabears.com.

every Wednesday
Bering Memorial United Methodist 
Church. Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Various support 
groups, 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.
Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. 
Stephen's Episcopal. 713-526-6665.
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 
a.m.-l p.m. 2015 Thomas St. OraSure 
method. Call for appointment. Sharon, 713- 
873-4157.
Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 
1307 Yale. 713-524-0218.
Houston Tennis Club. 7:30-9 p.m.
Memor’̂ i park at the Tennis Center, hous- 
tontennisclL^aol.com
Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 
p.m. Meets every other Wednesday. 713- 
383-6738.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food 
Pantry. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 936-441-1614. 
Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Bible 
Study 7:30 p.m. Resurrection MCC. 713-861- 
9149.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community
Center. Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • Free HIV testing, 
counseling, 6- 9 p.m. • Houston Committee 
for People's Radio, 6:30 p.m. • Bi-Net 
Houston, 7:30 p.m. • 713-524-3818.

thursday, march 14
Bi-Net Houston. Women's mixer. 7 p.m. 
713-467-4380.
Lesbian & Gay Immigrations Rights 
Task Force-Houston. 8 p.m. meeting. 
Chris, 713-426-3128. Igirtf- 

houston@egroups.com .

every thursday
Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 
713-880-9235. www.communitygospel.org.
Free HIV Testing. By the Montrose 
Clinic. 8 p.m. to midnight. Toyz Disco. 
713-830-3000.
Freelance Art Classes. By Kermit Eisenhut 
for HIV+ individuals. 1-4 p.m. Lunch provid­
ed. 713-523-9530.
FrontRunners. Running club. 6:30 p.m. 
713-522-8021.
Hep C Recovery. Support group. 6:30 p.m. 
Bering. 713-526-1017, Ext. 211.
HIV Art Therapy Program. 1-4 p.m. 
Kermit Eisenhut. 713-523-9530.
Houston Women's Rugby Team. No 
experience necessary. Practice, 6:30-8:30. 
Westland YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.
Lambda Skating Club. 8 p.m
Tradewinds. Skating Rink. 
www.lambdaroll.org. 713-410-7215.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food
Pantry. 10 a.m. -6 p.m. 281-633-2555.
Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance les­
sons. Two hours free line dance instruction. 
No partner required. Drop in anytime. 
Brazos River Bottom. 8:30 p.m. 
713-528-9192.
STD exams & treatment. Free. AVES.
713-626-2837.
Spanish Charla Conversation Group.
Empire Cafe, 7 p.m. Email charlahous- 
ton@msn.com. 713-416-7203.
Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 
713-830-3000.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community
Center. Drop in 6-9 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818.

friday, march 15
Houston Outdoor Group Rainbow
Ranch Campout. First campout of the sea­
son near Groesbeck. Pre-camp meeting at 
Cafe Express on Kirby Drive at 7 p.m. March 
12. For reservations, call Jon or John at 
713-290-0220.

every friday
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 
9 a.m.-l p.m. 2015 Thomas St. OraSure 
method. Call for appointment. Sharon, 
713-873-4157.
Freelance Art Classes. By Kermit Eisenhut 
for HIV+ individuals. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast provided. 713-523-9530. 
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for peo­
ple with HIV. 713-830-3000.
Govinda Yoga Club. Free yoga classes 
at 3115 West Loop South, No. 21. 
713-439-0455.
Houston Area Teen Coalition of
Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) Meeting. 
713-942-7002.
Houston Tennis Club. 7:30-9 p.m.
Memorial Park at the Tennis Center. 
houstontennisclb@aol.com
Kolbe Project. Morning prayer, 10 a.m. 
713-861-1800.
Lesbian & Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM.
7 p.m. 713-526-5738.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community
Center. Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • Card Players Club 
meets ev^ry fourth Friday of the month, 
7 p.m. Call Jimmy: 713-S64 7299 or 281-437- 
0636 • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

volunteer/self-help
Gay & Lesbian Help Line. For gay, les­
bian, bisexual, transgender and questioning 
youth. Staffed by volunteers of all ages. 6- 
11 p.m. Monday-Friday, 5-10 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. 888-340-GLBT.
Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston.
Volunteers offer a friendly ear to callers in 
need of information, nonjudgmental sup­
port, crisis intervention and referral servic­
es, emergency shelter and advocacy services 
to crime survivors who may need someone 
to accompany them to a hospital for med­
ical attention or assistance in filing a police 
report. 713-529-3211
Montrose Counseling Center Permanent
Endowment, Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization, is looking for an attorney 
who wants to give back to the community 
by providing pro bono legal counsel to its 
Board of Directors. Attorneys with estate 
planning or real estate experience are 
encouraged to respond. Please send a letter 
of inquiry with your resume/CV to:
Montrose Counseling Center Endowment — 
LC, Attn: Executive Director, 701 Richmond 
Avenue, Houston, TX 77006, or fax to 
713.526.4367. No phone calls.
Peer Listening Line. Youth only. Staffed 
by GLBT youth for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender and questioning youth. 5-10 
p.m. Monday-Friday. 800-399-PEER.

To list an event, call 713-529-8490, fax at 
713-529-953^ or e-mail editor@houston- 
voice.com. Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

@ Avondales Hair Salon 
2702 Crocker

Houston. Tx. 77006

(713) 521-2444
(713) 992-6264

TBs-Fri 10a-7p & Sat 9a-6p

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Richard W. Fletcher

♦ Neck/Back Pain
• Auto/Work Injury

• Medicare/Medicaid

1245 Yale • 713-862-3897
In The “Heights” at 13th & Yale 

(Yale is 1 Biock Wea ofandpaniM to HEIGHTS BLVD.)

if your hair
isn’t BECOMING to you, 

you should BE COMING to me.

DON Gill
STUDIO 911 

713-521-0911 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Houston
• Criminal OcfPiise • Civil Litigation
• GLUT Issues • Estate Flawing

• domestic Partnerships

call 713-227-1717
Hlceriilteii by Ih lem Bwri of $^dah»li»»

Auto Repair & Service

American a foreign
MIDTOWNE 

AUTO REPAIR

713-526-3723
406 Dennis * Honston,TX. 77010

Electncal Repair
Complete Brakes
Tune-Up
Major <w Minor Repair

THI lie*  PIACI
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

Cooper'

1307 Fairview
(3 blocks west of Montrose)

713-529-1414

Massage 
by Ken 

713-524-4759 |

■ . ’ 1
Ken Claude rmt#28519 j

£

Serving Houston’s Gay 
Community for 15 years

... ..«L...M _
LAWRENCE 

CONSTRUCTION

Carpentry • Repairs
♦ Remodeling •

/9363635180 / 936.760.5531 
Lawrence Gilstrap

Pen is-En la rgem en t. net 
FDA Approved vacuum 

pumps/surgical. Gain 1-3". 
Permanent & safe. Enhance 
erection. FREE Brochures! 
Latest enlargement info: 

(619)295-HUNG or 
900-976-PUMP ($2.95/min.)

Call Carolyn Roberts today at 
713.529.8490 to place your ad in our 

professional services directory!
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Houston
classifieds

Houston Classifieds deadline is Monday at noon

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MCAF:

ROCKY HORROR
DEB-U-HOT BALL

March 10 • 3 p.m. • Rich's • 
713-267-7827 • www.mcaf.org

liHda

EHCARDES
An old friend is looking for you! 
Please e-mail Baxter_315@msn.com 
or write to Ann Baxter, 1351 Wade 
Patrick Rd, Brandon, MS 39042. If 
anyone else knows her where­
abouts, please contact me.

DAY SHELTER
Needs new or used clothing and 
shoes in good condition • Contact 
Etalia or Ruth at 713-528-5667

MR. PRIME CHOICE
We are looking for "Prime Choice" 
vest of our former and deceased 
winners. Vests are to be placed in 
the archives. If you have one or 
know where any of the vests are, 
please call Don Gill at 713-521-0911 

 

AUDITIONS

THEATER
HEW WEST

DIRTY LITTLE SHOWTUNES-THE 
SEQUEL • Open auditions on 
March 9&10 2-4pm • Show opens 
April 26 • 713-522-2204

AUTOS FOR SALE
1996 BMW Z5

TAKE A TESTSPIH!
Black exterior/Black leather interi­
or • New black soft top • 
Chameleon CD • 5 speed • 52k 
miles • $15k • 713-524-5414 

 

EMPLOYMENT
HOUSEKEEPER

Full-time live-in housekeeper want­
ed for large home in the Caribbean 
West Indies • Private room & bath 
with AC & TV and stipend included 
along with WC Medical • Prefer 
mature, responsible adult • Some 
cooking and gardening experience 
a plus, but not required • Fax letter 
of application and resume to 
340-772-9499 include e-mail • 
Position opens June 1, 2002 • 
sundance371 O@hotmail.com

Experienced designer needed for 
River Oaks flower shop • Call 
Julianna • 713-467-8080

PUBLIC POLICY DIRECTOR. The 
director of public policy is responsi­
ble for coordinating the policy ini­
tiative of the National Youth 
Advocacy Coalition (NYAC). 
Demonstrated public policy experi­
ence (youth and/or LGBTQ experi­
ence preferred) at the federal level, 
exceptional written and verbal 
communications skills, and a strong 
commitment to grassroots multi­
issue organizing are essential.

YMSIVTOF COLOR HIV SPECIAL­
IST. The specialist will be respon­
sible for supporting the imple­
mentation of NYAC's HIV/STD 
prevention education programs 
and technical assistance for 
youth-service providers and 
YMSMs of color. Demonstrated 
experience working on issues 
impacting young men who have 
sex with men and working within 
communities of color experienc­
ing health disparities are essen­
tial. Applicants should also have 
an applied knowledge of organi­
zational and program develop­
ment as they relate to youth, 
LGBTQ populations, and/or com­
munities of color.

Applicants must be committed to 
social justice and working with 
and for LGBTQ youth in an anti­
racist environment. Please send 
cover letter, resume, and writing 
sample to: NYAC, PPD or YMSM 
Review, 1638 R Street, NW, Suite 
300, Washington, DC 20009. No 
calls. People of color, transgender 
people, women, young people, 
and people with disabilities are 
strongly encouraged to apply. 
Please visit our web site at 
www.nyacyouth.org to download 

job descriptions. Application 
Deadline: March 15th.

METEOR 
MAHAQEFIEriT POSITION

Seeks honest, self-motivated individ­
ual with extensive bar or restaurant 
experience • Outstanding organiza­
tional skills, friendly, and customer 
service personally required • Call or 
write*  713-521-0123 • 2306 Genesse 
• Houston, TX 77006

STREET OUTREACH 
EDUCATOR • PT

Educate the Houston GLBT commu­
nity • Bilingual a plus • Experience 
in HIV/AIDS education preferred • 
TDH grant funded position • 10-20 
hours per week • Great job for stu­
dent or recent grad • Mail or fax: 
Director of Education • AIDS 
Foundation Houston • 3202 
Weslayan Annex • Houston, TX 
77027 • Fax 713-623-6796 • No 
phone calls please

Earn what you are worth • 
Experienced grant research and 
development agent needed to tar­
get private foundation funding • 
AIDS Housing • % commissional 
position • 713-521-1613.

SOHOMA IS
REOPEIMIIMG BY 

POPULAR DEMAND
Now hiring all positions • Apply in per­
son • 1415 California • Mon-Fri • 1-4 pm.

INSURANCE AGENCY
needs a customer service assistant. 
Must be very proficient with 
Microsoft Word. Responsibilities 
include correspondence, filing, and 
general office clerical duties. We 
are looking for strong written and 
verbal communication skills, plus a 
stable background and good refer­
ences. Please call Rob at 713-661- 
7700 or www.schmerleragency.com

FREE EMPLOYMENT 
ASSISTANCE

Offering free employment assis­
tance to HIV+ individuals. 
Including job' preparedness, train­
ing, resume development, and job 
searching assistance. For more info 
call 713-981-1543 

FOR SALE/RENT
PRIDEREALITY.COM 
SALES/RELOCATION

GALVESTON NIGHT CLUB • 2 story
• patio • Walk to strand • 25th &
Mechanic • Agent 7'13-862-4684 

Westbury Square Townhomes • 2 
1.5 * 1300sf • New carpet, flooring, 
& paint • CAC/Heat • W/D • Large 
rooms • Gated complex • $900/mo. 
+ deposit • Available immediately! 
Call 713-501-6229_______________

West Belfort & Chimney Rock • 
Westbury Square • Large 1/1 • Up • 
Cable ready • Quiet property • 
$537/mo. + deposit • 713-283-5900

1b • Small patio • Dishwasher • 
Located in Heights • $600 +$50 
deposit • Call for apartment after 
11am * 713-863-1349

MONTROSE 
COTTAGES

1/1 Garden Cottage • $300 and up • 
Reserved for People Living with 
AIDS • 90 day MAX • Phone, fur­
nished, AC • Maid paid • No deposit
• Sliding scale fee • No drugs or 
Alcohol on property • AIDS Housing 
Coalition AHCH 713-521-1613*

OFFICE FOR RENT
Second floor office available at 
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center • 803 Hawthorne • 14' X 
12'6" • Nonprofit GLBT organiza­
tions preferred as tenant partners, 
but all inquiries welcomed. Call Tim 
Brookover @ 713-524-3818
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“IAN AS WE SPEAK”
DownAcross

1. Spiritual by the Indigo Girls?

6. Her "wife" was Anna

10. Bottomless

14. Joe of "JFK"
15.  the end of my rope!

16. Bishop's "Creep Thy Narrow Bed"

17. Minnesota state.senator Spear
18. Porgy and bass ■ '
19. Gay Jodie's sitcom
20. Short tiH^ " 2:001 ian flick

237 Roseanne's pair
24. "We're Gonna Take It"
25. Dave Pallone, once

29. Word with Mary

31. Judy Chicago's hrs.

34. Enjoy Capote
35. Type of sex you have with 49-Down

36. Bible bk. prohibiting homosexuality

37.1998 Ian flick
41. Cont. of one of the Disney sites
42. Hymn to Apollo
43. lang's "Tune into My "
44. Cross-dresser Jeanne d'Arc, for one
45. A Brit soldier may shoot it off

46. Uranus, for one
48. Contemporary of Philip Johnson

49. Zadora of "Hairspray"
50.1993 TV miniseries of Ian
58. Ruck of "Spin City"
59. Peter by the piano
60. Oral performances
62. Sally portrayer of "Cabaret"
63. angle (not straight)

64. Gets cheeky with

65. Boat bottom
66. Gay, to young children

67. Artist Hernandez

Answers

1. Jodie's concern at Yale

2. Clive Barker's prefix for raiser?
3.1952 Olympics site where Dick Button won gold

4. Fey feline film felon

5. Box opening?
6. Guitar motifs from Etheridge

7. Cut out
g oadge locale for the "morally straight"

9. Socrates, for one
' 10. Vidal's " to a Small Planet"

11. At Once, to queens of old
12. beer, or without a dear

13. Like "The Best Little Boy in the World"
21. Queen's "Another Bites the Dust"

22. Vehicle for Elton John

25. First indications of orientation
26. "Let of here!" (closet cry?)
27. Father, to Gloria Anzaldua

28. Puts the finger on, in a lineup
29. Vannicola's "Love and Remains"
30. Middle name of "Jailhouse Rock" singer
31. Exhaust one's funds, with "out"

32. Hit first, to Navratilova

33. Where to see "Queer as Folk"

35 "Zip- Doo-Dah"

38. Recesses for Rev. Perry
39. N of NGLTF
40. Purchase of American (abbr.)

46. Often fruity dessert

47. " aux Folles"

48. Like a penile institution?

49. Sex toy, for some

50. Use your tongue
51. What Washington wouldn't tell
52. Veg out, with "around"

53. Salty, white stuff from the Greeks

54. Amsterdam transport
55. Broadway lyricist Gershwin and others

56. Pinball wizard foul

57. Larry Kramer's alma mater
61. Georgia once, but not O'Keeffe

on Paqe 30 
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Furnished rooms in Montrose 
from $295/week • For single, 
quiet person • Free cable tv, 
breakfast, parking, maid service • 
With queen bed, kitchen, & laun­
dry access Montrose Inn • 408 
Avondale • 713-520-02061

FOR SALE
GORGEOUS MEW 
WEDDING GOWN!

Never worn! White, full length, 
with beads, long train, ruffle, & 
headpiece. Call 832-597-3249

HEALTH
FREE YOGA 

CLASSES
FREE yoga classes every Friday 
@6:30 p.m. *3115  West Loop South 
#21 • No restrictions • No reserva­
tions needed • 713-439-0455

MASSAGE THERAPY
BODY MAGIC

Swedish • Sports • Deep Tissue • 
Montrose • In/Out • lOa-lOp • 
Dan 713-529-8787______________

MASSAGE
Therapeutic • Swedish • Sports
• Deep Tissue • Myotherapy • 
relaxation therapy • Jason • 
College Guy • Memorial Park 
Studio • www.sizzlingmassage.com
* 713-863-8888 _____________

MY HAHDS+ I HOUR 
=FEELiriG GREAT!

RMTrngy . John . 713-304-1745

M2M
Sensual rubdowns • Hot, young 
and well built • RMT#17254 • Call 
713-494-4023

RELAX & RENEW
Midtowne Massage • Swedish • 
Deep tissue • In/Out calls • Brad • 
713.302*5306 __________________

MASSAGE BY KEN
Experience stress relief • Convenient 
Montrose location • By appointment 
only • 11 am to 8pm • RMT#028519 • 
KEN CLAUDE • 713-524-4759

BODY THERAPY
Deep tissue at its finest! Centrally 
located • Private/shower available
•Chaz Kolb • 713-712-712-0270

FULL BODY 
RELAXATION

Relax your mind, body and soul 
with a sensual Swedish massage 
by a young athletic male • 
RMT#016479 • Tim • 713-876-3811

Massage by David Rangel • 
Swedish • Neuro Muscular 
Therapy • Montrose area • 
MC/VISA/AMEX welcomed • 
RMT #8069 • Appointments 
713-523-0738

M2M
Therapeutic • Swedish • Full Body • 
By fit and toned masseur • 15 years 
experience • Evenings and week­
end appointments available • 
RMT# 1664 • John • 713-398-3226.

SWEDISH
MASSAGE

BY PATRICK
• Relaxation • Myotherapy • Deep 
tissue • (RMT#024589) 713-807- 
7109 • 713-501-9852. • 1 1/2 
hours for $50. 1 Hr. $40.

MASSAGE
Treat sore, stiff muscles, tension 
and stress • Renewed flexibility 
and wellness • RMT #016479 • 
Tom • 713-520-6018

SESSION
Did you ever wonder Why it is that old fart Andy Rooney gets a 
special place on "60 Minutes" to whine about whatever in life is pissing 
him off this week? And why is it that only drag queens get to read our 
beads in front of an audience, spouting off whatever idle thought passes 
through their addled brains?

Isn't it about time that you got your chance to step up on the 
stump, speak your bitch, and snap a few snaps?

Well now's your chance. Beginning in next week's eclipse, there 
will be a special space in the magazine for your weekly "BITCH 
SESSION." Whatever the topic, and whatever your take on it, just call toll 
free from wherever you are, and let 50,000 queers know what you think.

GOT A BITCH? 
CALL TOLL FREE 

1-800-858-8088 
or send an e-mail to editor@eclipsemag.net

PETS____________
PET OF THE WEEK

To adopt an animal in need of a 
home, contact the Houston 
Humane Society at 713-434-5555.

HUMANE
SOCIETY

K-9 FUN RUN
21st annual Houston Humane 
Society K-9 fun run and SpokesPet 
contest • March 24 • Sam Houston 
Park • 713-434-5535

You can
E-mail Your

Classified Ad
Send your ad to Carolyn Roberts 
at croberts@houstonvoice.com 
along with your ad, name, 
address, and phone number, and 
your credit card information with 
billing address.

PET SITTING

BOOR
FOR YOUR

SPRING BREAK
"Pets love their own home even 
when *you  can't be there" 
Established 1995. Book your 
Spring Break now!!! • 
Ioyal989@aol.com. Call Loyal @ 
713-942-8816.

PRODUaS & SERVICES
GAY GIFTS 

ONLINE
Gay gifts • T-shirts • Hats • Mugs 

• Mousepads • Totebags • 

designed by/for Bill O'Rourke

Online • cafepress.com/ 
gayspirit.html

WWW.RAiriBOWPROD.COM

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES_________

M2M BODY 
GROOMING

Body Waxing • Clippings • 
Coloring • Personal grooming by 
Dale. Waxing specialist & licensed 
Cosmetologist. Private location in 
Montrose. Call 713-529-5952 for 
appointment.

ROOMMATES ~
GM seeks responsible roommate 
to share 2b • 2.5 ba • Townhouse 
in Montrose • $400/mo. + half of 
the utilities • Smoking OK as long 
as it is on the patio • Available 
March 15 • 713-523-9297.

GWM seeks easygoing roommate 
to share lovely Montrose home • 
Central AC/Heat • Ceiling fans • 
Fireplace • Secure • Cable • House 
furnished • Bedroom unfurnished • 
$360 all bills paid • No pets • No 
smokers • No drugs • Must be 
employed • Call Jim • 713-528-5331 

Room to rent • Northeast Harris 
County • Shared bath • Furnished 
or unfurnished • Rent negotiable 
• 1/2 utilities • Smoking OK • No 
pets • 281-658-5852

To share 3b home in SW Houston • 
59 & Fondren • Smoking OK • No 
drugs or substance abuse • All bills 
paid • $395/mo • 713-773-9029 

26yo accountant to share 4b/3ba 
in Memorial Park • Private bath • 
$400 + $200 deposit • Call Jamie 
@ 713-398-6606

VOLUNTEERS
STEVEN'S HOUSE

Seeking caregivers for transitional 
housing program for HIV+ adults • 
Must have high school diploma and 
experience as a caregiver • Contact 
Ms. Straham @ 713-522-5757 or fax 
resume to 713-522-1910

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR BOOKS

713-659-5266

ADVERTISE HEREf

You can
E-mail Your

Classified Ad
Send your ad to Carolyn Roberts 
at croberts@houstonvoice.com 
along with your ad, name, 
address, and phone number, and 
your credit card information with 
billing address.

Say, “NO!” to Jerry Falwell
Say, “NO!” to Pat Robertson

Say, “NO!” to Right-Wing Republicans

Vote for Republican Moderates
Land Commissioner Jerry Patterson Judicial Dist. Ct. 245 James Lombardino

Supreme Ct., Place 2 John Cayce Judicial Dist. Ct. 246 Jim York

Supreme Ct., Place 3 Wallace Jefferson Judicial Dist. Ct. 308 Sheri Y. Dean

Supreme Ct., Place 4 Xavier Rodriquez Judicial Dist. Ct. 309 Frank Rynd

Crim. Appeals, Pl. I Carolyn Denero Judicial Dist. Ct. 314 Mary Craft

St. Senate, Dist. 17 Kyle Janek County Ct. at Law 3 Kit Clark

St. House, Dist. 134 Martha Wong County Crim, Ct. 5 Margaret S. Harris

St. House, Dist. 138 Dwayne Bohac County Crim. Ct. 8 Jay Karahan

Judicial Dist. Ct. 190 Richard Hill County Attorney Mike Stafford

Vote in the Republican Party Primary 
Tuesday, March 12, 2002 

7 a.m. to 7p.m.

Your vote can change an election. (Remember Florida 2000?)

Political Endorsements of Jeff Dorrell, Republican Party Precincl Chairman, Precinct 39
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ON YOUR 
NEXT VISIT 

TO 
HOUSTON 

Stay with us! 
Montrose Inn 
A 7-ROOM ALL-GAY B&B 

We’re right ZVthe neighborhood. 
And priced right! 

Queen bed, cable TV, 
phone. Walk to 15 gay bars. 

408 AVONDALE 
800-357-1228 
713-520-0206 
montroseinn.com

Wi
I

/ 
If/

parent company to:
Houston Voice - Texas
Southern Voice - Southeast 
Washington Blade - Washington D.C. 
New York Blade News - New York 
Eclipse Magazine - South

is seeking dynamic Sales Leaders to join our growing company. 
If you have a proven track record, and are results driven, we 
can give you the biggest sales area in the country. We offer 
competetive salaries as well as benefits. We are an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

Please send all resumes

Attn: Jim Nixon-Regional Sales Manager
c/o Houston Voice/Eclipse magazine
500 Lovett Blvd, Suite 200 • Houston,TX 77006
fax 713-529-9531 • E-mail: jnixon@houstonvoice.com

24 Hour Customer Service 800.289.1439 * 18+

Megaphone is NATIONWIDE!
For your local system call (800)289.1489

Houston 
(713)225.5500 
use code 2647

SM

phone

-a 
n

'-'I

ft

i

voice
The Voice announces NEW DEADLINES 
for classified 3^ ^P'ay advertising.

crrcCTIVE MARCH 8, 2002

CLASSIFIEDS
11 a.m. Monday:
Classified and directory ad 
space must be reserved 
4 p.m. Monday: Classified 
copy must be submitted

Call Carolyn at 713-529-8490 
or e-mail:

croberts@houstonvoice.com

DISPLAY advertising
11 a.m. Monday: Ad space must be 
reserved; call 713-529-8490, fax 713-529-9531

Wanda Faulkner
wfaulkner@houstonvoice.com

Carla Laubscher
claubscher@houstonvoice.com

Jim Nixon
jnixon@houstonvoice.com

Reach more than 30,000 gay Houstonians each week! Call today to ask about 
special discounts to get your ad in the Houston Voice.
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Q puzzle 

on page 28
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My Stars!
YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

March 8-14

by JILL DEARMAN

ARIES (March 21 to April 20)
Take advantage of Jupiter in your home sector. You can make your surround­

ings a virtual palace with very little money. It's all in the intentions, dearest. A 
Pisces wants to come over and romp around your lair.

TAURUS (April 21 to May 20)
This is a great time for you to get more sociable with the folks you work 

with. Intense one-on-ones are fine, but that's so 2001. You need to expand your 
horizons and enjoy some raucous times with a wild group. A Virgo will be your 
cruising director.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21)
Saturn is transiting your sign and reminding you to follow through on your 

well-laid plans. You are so full of advice for other people. It's about time you 
started practicing what you preach, you righteous soul. A Taurus wants to tell 
you what to do for a change.

CANCER (June 22 to July 22)
Mercury squares Saturn during mid-March and could stir up some nerv­

ous energy for you. Do something to make yourself feel more physically cen­
tered. I don't want you creating any neurotic symptoms for yourself. An Aries 
wants to work out with you.

, ? LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
z/ ’; > The new moon lands in your house of serious partnerships on March 13.
' ' This suggests that it's time for you to get more real about a relationship you've

been ambivalent about. A Pisces wants, to commit or break it off altogether. 
Enough nebulousness!

. y 7 y VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
t \ i This is a very sexy time in your life, darling, but it's a little out of control, too. 

The new moon on March 13 lands in your house of love and could make you feel 
wAder than you've felt in months. You are ready to act out, but better to let some­
one act out all over your naked body. Another Virgo loves the sexual tension 
between the of vou

LIBRA (Sept 23 t0 °Ct 22)
Alf/Xil The Sun and Mercury are both transiting youi sector this week. 

Think about a new way to take care of your body. Don't make worKul& out 
such a chore. Find joy in the physical world. A Scorpio wants to enjoy all 
things physical with you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
k ? This a highlY dramatic time for you' darlirig- You may want to Channel some 

k V of that obsessive love energy back into your art. You have a vision to share with 
the world, sweetie. A Gemini wants to share in your vision.

©
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)

Venus in your creative sector could bring you some inspiration of the 
artistic persuasion. Delve into a new way to express yourself. A Cancer 
wants to be your muse.

©
capricorn (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)

This is a highly social time in your life, darling. Get out and speak in 
tongues with people from exotic places. A Taurus wants to take you to a 
foreign land, in bed.

yAQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Mars in your home sector is demanding your attention, sweetie. You 

really need to focus on making your crib more stable and calm. Take some 
time to create a peaceful place to come home to. Then bring a Leo home to 
try it out.

®
 PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)

It's an exciting week to be you, honey, as the new moon lands in your sign on 
March 13. Do your best to do some wooing. A Sag demands that you make the 
first move for once.

Jill Dearman is the author of the best-selling "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer 
Astrology for Women (both from st. Martin's Griffin). For information on charts and 
consultations, call 212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol com

To Volunteer or for more information hit the website:

yMuismnl uuuiui.BunniEs.ORG
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For Reservations Call 
8OO-2-CROUinE

March 31,2003 • 1
Wortham <

I.
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Located in the Marq*e Center 
(1-10 @ Silber) 

7620 Katy Freeway, Suite 431 
Houston,Texas 77024

1 Oa to 4p
Live Jazz

featuring

The Kit Reid Trio
Beginning @ Noon

713.680.2800
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Whu not choose a tire
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for technology. Digital
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advanced? Bridgestone. 

Created with a vision.

Tested with a vengeance
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Bu a brand that’s been 

passionate about quality 

tires for over ?0 years.
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You know how to accessorize
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SmoBEsrone *
• A GRIP ON THE FUTURE

bridgestonetire.com


