
THE STORY OP THE U.&.S.HOUSTON /.
Nov.27,1941 j r

'.ye are in Cavite Navy Yard for over- 
haul.All necessary repairs have been 
speeded up and we have been taking aboard 
oru capacity of feul and ammunition. 
Antl-ntraraft yin crews started standing 
watches on the anti-aircraft battery.

Nov.?B,
We have been 'warned that if we are 

attacked it will be a surprise attack 
from the air.

Nov.29
All gun captains and anti-aircraft 

director crewe were shown pictures of Jap- 
enese ship® and aircraft and were told to 
study theoi.AiriSTSrft Anti-aircraft gun 
crews are sleeping by their gun stations

Nov.30
All Navy vard workmen and etiuipment 

have left the ship with the exception of 
one gang working in the engineroom.

Dec.Ji
Houston underway on thirty minutes 

notice.Spent about in hour testing our de­
gaussing gear on the way out^in Manila 
Bay).

Deo.4.
Arrived nt the city of Iloilo on the 

island of Penay.(Philltpines)-We are a- 
waitin.g the arrival of Admiral P-lassford 
(Commander Yangtze patrol).Liberty foe the 
crew.

Dee .5
Pay day. We? nt ashore with ■♦old ’.fan r,Heavy 

apd "pappy'TTrim.
Mee. 6
All motor launch crews are standing 

outer harbor patrol watches Ln the motor 
launches.Our duties on these watches is 
to make certain that no strange eraft 
.attempts to approach the Houston undet­
ected ,L.

Dec. 8
i -/
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Dec, 8
At daybreak all hanits were seat to their 

battle stations. When all statidub had re­
ported manned and ready the word TfFor the 
information of all hands,A state of war 
exists between the United States and Jap­
an .Japan has bombed Pearl Harbor inflict­
ing some damage,*'everythin*? was quiet for 
a few minutes then everyone started talk­
ing at once.Things returned almost to nor­
mal although there was an undercurrent of 
excitement«

At about 17i5O Admiral massford arriv­
ed by ”Catalinaff from Manila, Hous ton got 
Underway at dusk.lVe were running with no 
lights naturally and when we were about 
an hour and a half out of Iloilo the city 
and harbor were bombed by some Capenese 
planes.We were in the shadow of some 
mountains and wore not eecn so we had no 
trouble with them.It was evident that 
someone had reported our whereabouts to 
the Jape.

Dee 9
We met the U.S.S.Doles and two of opr 

old four stack destroyers just after sun­
rise.
i Deo.10

Picked up a convoy consisting of the 
U,8.S.Holland,Langleytand Pecos plus two 
more of uur old four stackers.Changed 
course South.

Dee.12
After dark we spotted an enemy cruiser 

and a destroyer.Japs turned and ran/-”e 
did not chase them far however ae that 
would have left our convoy open to trouble

Dec.14
Crossed Equator which is usually a time 

for fun.Things started off alright with 
the pollywogs and Shellbacks having brawls 
•11 over the ship but the 0omman4er 
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was afraid that some of the crew might get 
hurt so he called a halt to the celebrat­
ions

Dec.15
.Arrived at Halikipapen,Dutch Borneo with 

convoy.Houston tied up to dock to feul.
When feuling was almost completed one of 
the big feuling hoses broke and an officer 
who was standing nearby took an Involuntary 
oil bath to the amusement of the crew.

Left Ballkipapen before daybreak with 
convoy.Still headed South.

Dec. 17
Houston left convoy and increased speed. 

Changed course.
Dec.18
Arrived Soerabaja,Java.Feuled and pro* 

visioned ship.All personnel attached to 
Admiral Hart'ft Flag were transferred to 
the beach.

Dec.19
A.A.Defense sounded at 1100.Dune were 

Manned in record time.Planes were identified 
as four of our Fortresses from the Phil- 
ipans

Dec.21
Houston underway at 1400.
Dec 28
Arrived at Darwin Austrailia and ref Bill­

ed.Liberty for the crew.
Deo.30
Underway for Thursday Island to pick 

up a convoy.
1942,Jan.2

1 Arrived at Thursday Island and anchored.
Jan. 3
U.S,S.Pensacola arrived with a convoy 

consisting of the ChaumontfWm.Holbrook and 
ihe Blume Fontainefa Dttchman).The latter 
two ships carrying U.S.troops.Peneaoola 
left to return to the states.

Jan.b
drived at Darwin with convoy.
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Jan.6
Anchored in bay.Receiving provisions 

from the Chaumont and the Holland.Feuling 
from oil barge, -'hlle on the last trip to 
the Holland for stores there was an elect­
rical fire in my motor launch.The Gold Star 
called away her Fire and Rescue details 
but we managed to get things under control 
ourselves and we were furnished a tow back 
to the ship.

Jan. 9
She harbors anti-submarine net is being 

repaired so extra lookouts were detailed 
to guard against the possibility of any 
mlnature subs getting In the harbor.

Jan.10
Left Darwin with two destroyers.
JanlS
Stopped a freighter and sent a prize 

crew over to investigate her papers.She
was a Filipino so we let her go.

Jan.14
Met another freighter and sent our prize

crew over to have a look.She was a Russian
and her papers were tn order so she was al­
lowed to proceed..Ve also had ia look at some
of the women they had on there and they look­
ed like coal heavers.What a size.

Jan. 16
Cruising slowly along the coast of Timor 

We don’t know what we are looking for.
Jan.17
In P.M.we sighted a deriliet.A destroy­

er was sent to investigate and reported that 
the victim appeared to be a Dutch inteer- 
islend steamer which had been torpedoe d 
about twelve hours earlier.No survivors in 
vicinity so we pulled out of there in a 
hurry as there was a possibility that the 
sub was still in the vicinity and might 
try to slip us a fish.

Jan.18
Arrived In Ke bo la Bay ahd feuled frtfnj 
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the Port side of the Trinitywhile the 
Boise feuled from the Starboard elde.We 
were informed that we were to be a strik* 
Ing force to raid Japanese shipping in 
Maeasser Straits.In P.M.we were told that 
the orders were oanoelled.Boise and three 
destroyers headed West arts Houston and 
three destroyers headed East*

Jan.?0
Arrived at Thursday Island and met con*- 

voy oonslBting of Pres.Polk,Hawi 1 an Plant* 
er,and a Dutchman.Underway for Darwin im- 
medlately.

Jan.
Arrived butsi de of Darwin.The Dutchman 

went In and the Pecos(tanker)came out to 
take her place in the oonvoy.Dhanged 
course to the Uorth.

Jan.S5
A.A.defense sounded at 1500.Plane was 

identified as a Dutch Naval Patrol plane. 
In late P.Jf.entered Bali Striits.

Jan.?6
Entered Soerabaja,Java where we learn­

ed that the destroyers made a night torp­
edo attack on the Nip ships in Maoaseer 
Straits and were very successful.Spent 
the day transferring torpedoes for the de­
stroyers in my motor launch.

Jan.27
Houston moored to dock, ,'ent ashore on 

liberty.
Jan.28
Feuling and provisioning ship.Took a­

board ten tons of canned ham.
Jan.29
Left Soerabaja in late afternoon in 

company with two of our destroyers,
Feb.l
Marblehead and some destroyers left to 

make a night torpedo attack on a Nip Con­
voy In leaser Stral ts .Houston and two
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-6 
destroyers left about six hours later in 
order to meet the Marblehead at the South 
entranee of the Straits so that if she ran 
into too strong a forae and was forced to 
retire we could give her some support.The 
attack Is scheduled for the second.

Feb. Z
Received a message stating that the at’ 

tank had been oalled off because the bright 
moonlight woiild remove the element of sur­
prise .Contacted the Marti ehead about daivn 
and headed for Madura Straits after dark.

Feb. 3
All last night more ships were arriving 

and by morning the bay held more ships than 
we had seen at one ti ne since vje left Pearl 
Harbor in October 1940/.iith us were the 
M&rblehead<?i5U'.S,destroyers,the Dutch 
Light Cruisers DeRuyter,Javay and Tromp, 
witirai^ Dutch destroyers .Again we learn­
ed that we were to be a striking force to 
raid Maabaser Straits.AtllOO the detectors 
picked up the sound of planes approachI.ng. 
Some ten minutes later we sighted fifty 
planes flying at about S5,ooo feet.They 
passed over us and kept on goi ig.Later 
they came back over and again they by-pass­
ed US'.We learned by radio that the docks 
at Soerabaja had been bombed causing some 
da.mage.

Feb. 4
Last night a Dutch offleer(Lt.Van Lear) 

came aboard to facilitate communication 
between the Dutch and American forces. 
Fleet underway before dawn but we were ex­
pecting a visit from the Nip planes.Sure 
enough,at 1000(While in the Flores Sept,South 
of thp Kangean ftroup,we were attacked by 

seven. 'lip planes.They approached in 
groups of nine planes each in a very flat 
tv)formation.The Houston was the biggest 
target and the plnnee ^de EtralBht for u8.
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Meanwhile our force had. ncatteredout a bit 
in order to be able to maneuver.The first 
wave came in from Port and dropped their 5 
guts but by adopting evasive tacties the 
bombs all missed us but straddled the ship 
aft and threw water over the entire stern 
of the ship.The second wave came in from 
Starboard but didn’t drop anything.The 
third wave came in from Port and dropped 
their load.ve were in a hard turn to Star­
board and were making about thirty knots 
and one bomb hit the side of the ship aft. 
(Normally the place it hit would be below 
the water line)Luckily it just glanced c-tff 
and failed to explode but it did manage to 
spring a few plates.On this run one plane 
peeled off with his Starboard motor afire. 
He circled down and evldentily tried to 
crash into the L-arbleheadbut was driven 
off by heavy fire from the machine guns 
and A.A.battery.^ach time they made a run 
we could see them being tossed about from 
the concussion of the exploding A.A.shells. 
There were some more runs made and on the 
last run one bomb hit the Port yardarm an­
tenna on the mainmast. That evidently 
started the delayed action mechaiism.lt 
went through the searchlight deck,entered 
the after leg of the tripod,made its’ exit 
from there about two feet above the deck 
of searchlight control.Bruce Atkins was 
laying on the deck of control right where 
the bomb made its' exit and it cut him al­
most in half at the waist.Several of the 
other Ten on this station were hit by fly­
ing shrapnel.The bomb continued its' course 
to the main deck where it exploded.Turret 
three was trained to Port and the sides of 
the turret was pierced in a hunderd places 
by the shrapnel which Ignited the exposed 
powder bags.As a result of this fire all 
but two men of the turret crew were 
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destroyers left about six hours Ister in 
order to meet the Marblehead at the south 
entrance of the Straits In ease she should 
run Into too strong a force and be forced 
to retire,in which ease we would be able 
to give her some support,Attack to be made 
on the tfckxi.seeond.

Veb. 3
All last night more ships were arriving 

and by morning the bay held more ships than 
we had seen since leaving Pearl Harbor.in 
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instantly killed*The flape to the magazine!? 
were open and the flash travelled down kk* 
there killing the crews of the electrical 
deck,powder ci role,shell deck and hoist 
crew.The magazine was flooded immediately 
and as a result two men were drowned.lt 
was a case of them or the ship because it 
was very possible that if the magazines 
had not bean flooded when they were, they 
might have exploded.The after repair Party 
which was on the second deckand right be­
low the place where the bomb exploded were 
all killed with the exception of two men. 
My motor launch was literally blown apart 
as was the other launch.Everything was 
quickly organized and other repair partys 
were arriving from their parts of the ship 
to render what assistance they could.A fire 
hose was trained inside the turret and the 
water caused a short circuit on the firing 
mechanism which caused the center gun to 
fire.The Doctors and Pharmlsists’ Mates 
were very busy doing eraergancy operations 
and taking care of the wounded.Someone said 
there was some brandy passed out but the 
men on the guns never saw any of it.It all 
went to the freeloaders who had no gun or 
battle station. There war also a bunch of 
these guys who suddenly remembered that 
they had not been to church Ln a long time 
so went to the Chaplains room and tried to 
make up for lost time,Some of them even 
beran carrying their Pibles around in their 
pockets with them.

The Skipper decided that it was time to 
get out o.c there and the rest of us were 
inclined to agree with him so the Houston 
made tracks to get out of there but our 
Captain noticed that the Marblehead was 
having some trouble.She was cruising around 
in circles and feul oil was running down

-p (1
b0th sides up forwar
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She had taken at least two hits amidshijis 
and another one back aft of the after twin 
whieh had tcira up her after steering en­
gine. Our Skipper asked the Marblehead if 
we could help then In any way but their 
Skipper told us that he thought he could 
make out alright so v/e shoved off with the 
planes still buzzing around.We headed for 
Sail Straits taking advantage of the cover 
offered by a few rainaqualls which lay on 
our course.

Feb. 5
Entered flap Jap,Java and immediatly start 

ed to build coffins for our dead.There were 
about ten of us on this job and we managed 
to get all the available lumber in the town 
plus three tailor-made coffins.Altogether 
we had sixty-one coffins to huiId.Fourty- 
eight for ourselves and thirteen for the 
Marblehead.We started the job at at 1300 
and worked through until 0400,3.1 which time 
Ihad to quit to go on watch.The rest of 
the boys kept on and finished about an hour 
later.At about 0500 there was an electric­
al fire in the damaged turret was soon put 
right and the ship settled down again.All 
the dead were on the fantail covered wiht 
canvas.They had been rainedon a few times 
and were beginning to smell a bit strong. 
Wear morning a Dutch hospital train arriv­
ed and took the wounded to an Army hospital 
in the mountains.

Feb. 6
Early this morning trucks began to arrive 

to take our dead to the cemetary.As each was 
carried over the side the band played the 
Dlrgewhtle the entire crew stood at attention 
on their gun stations.Ae the last coffin 
left the ship the bugler played Taps while 
the crew skml at saluted and the trucks be­
gan to move off.It is hard to describe the 
emotions which ran through us and what we 

the Jape Is not to be put
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At 1500 the Marblehead entered port and. 

what a rneES she was.she had no business even 
being afloat after the beating she took.The 
thirteen Marblehead dead were put in a ware- 
isi house on the dock where the Houstonsta- 
tioned a military guard of honor over them. 
The marblehead crew came over to the Houston 
to take a bath,Shave,and get cleaned up in 
general.Their water installations had been 
put out of commision and they had not even 
been able to get a facewash since the raid. 
After a bit the Marblehead got underway and 
entered a floating drydock which was too 
small to take her all at once so had to take 
her one end at a time.In there some tempor­
ary repairs were made which might enable her 
to get back to the States.

Feb.7
Temporarily repairing our damage.The bomb 

which had hit us had been a big one and had 
twisted and cracked two of the steel long- 
Itudenals which supported the main deck so 
Capt. Rooks appropriated two rails from a 
nearby railroad and had our Shipfitters put 
them in place in order to equalize the strain 
Feuling and provisioning ship.Also took 
aboard 500 rounds af A.A.ammunition to re­
place that which had been expended in the 
raid.Adrimal T.C.Hart and General Wave11 
came aboard to have a look at our damage. 
Capt.Rooks pointed out the fact that we still 
had 87 percent of our fire power and were 
still the most powerful ship the Allies had 
out there so there was no use of our going 
home yet.Against a Jap cruiser we had one 
strike against us before we came to bat ow­
ing to cur damaged turret but our gunnery 
was superior to the Hips so that might even 
things up a bit.Admiral Hart agrred so we 
are to stay out here at least until we are 
releived.Houston burled Marblehead dead with 
full military honors. The of final score is 
Marblehead dead—THirteen
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Houston dead—ITorty-fttght
Houston wounded--Twenty-six
Fed. 8
Dutch light Cruiser De Ruyter arrived. 

Made us feel pretty good when they cheered 
us as they went by.Marblehead to go to the 
States for repairs.De Ruyter underway again 
wiht her band playing TIA Hunting We Will Go" 
Houston underway.

Feb.11
Entered Darwin in late P.M. and tied up 

to the dock where we are receiving provis­
ions and feul.

Feb.IS
U.S.troops are being loaded on four trans 

ports.They are the 147th and 148th Field Art­
illery from .-(ashington and Oregon.They are 
all out of cigorettes and that no-good supply 
officer of ours wonrt open the storeroom so 
our storekeepers can breay. oat some cigar­
ettes for the boys,so all the wavy men were 
throwing most of theirs up to them.it looks 
like we are to have another convoy job on 
our hands.we don't care for this job very 
much because it gets too monotonous.Left at 
sunset with one destroyer,two corvettes,and 
the four transports.The destroyer Perry is 
in the screening position and the two cor­
vettes are on the beams.

Feb.14
Sighted an enemy four-engine flying boat 

and a message was sent to Darwin for some 
air support.A little later our air support 
arrived.lt was one P-40 but who are we to 
complain.dun 8 fired two rounds in the dir­
ection of the Nip plane so the P-40 would 
know 'where to find it.The P-40 streaked to­
ward the Nip like a bullet and then turned 
around and headed for home(P.5.he never got 
there and was never heard from againJ.See- 
ing just one gun fire must have given the 
Nip some ideas that we did not have much 
shooting material and he started to make a
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run on us coming in from port.With his bomb 
loadFhis ceiling was only 12 or 13 thousand 
feet.As soon as he got in our gun range the 
four five-inch on the Port side opened up. 
y/e knew we were getting in close because we 
could see the plane being tossed about a bit 
from the concussion of the shells.As soon 
as he got in a bit closer our two Port-side 
pom-poms opendd up and then he was in tro­
uble, rhe plane was not very maneuverable 
so the pom-poms v.ere atiching holes all over 
him.The plane got a bit worried then and 
turned off,dropping his load,which landed 
about 500 yards away from the ship,and grab­
bed some altitude. A few minutes later there 
was a big explosion and a splash near the 
horizon so we thought it was pretty safe to 
add him to our bag.Later as prisoners we 
were asked so many questions about that plane 
that Lt.Comdr.Halbraith figured that some 
big shot must have been aboard.If he was,he 
still is.

Feb.15
After sunrise we sighted another of those 

four-engine boats .He stayed in sight but 
would not comeinto gun range.lt got annoy­
ing after awhile because as long ae he stay- 
uut there all hands had to sta;. on their gun 
stations and we had not had our breakfast 
yet.but we figured that before long we were 
going to catch a bit of hell and as usakl 
we were right.At 1130 we sighted forty-five 
twin-engined bombers in the clouds and right 
behind them xvere twenty-seven flying boats 
As usual they were in flights of nine planes 
each flight and we were the mian target a- L 
gain,because if they could get rid of us 
they could work on the transports at their 
leisure.As soon as the attack started the 
transports shifted to a column formation 
and the leading transport started to lay a 
heavy screen of smoke so most of the time 

University of Houston Libraries | Special Collections
Cruiser Houston Collection, box 9 folder 10



we did not know if the transports had been 
hit or not.As each wave came in we opened 
up with everything but the saluting battery 
and managed to turn back 9 fair percentage 
of them but some of the flights managed to 
get through the stuff we were throwing up. 
while all this firing was going on we were 
running up and down the line of transports 
like a mother hen protecting her chioks.^ur 
Skipper later claimed that it was probably 
the first time a ship ran after a bunch of 
planes and managed to catoh some of them. 
We had one of our signelmen on the u.S.A.T. 
Meigsand according to his story the (japtaln 
of the Meigs ran from side to side of his 
bridge spying over and over,'’look at that 
bastard,will you,! thought she'd leave us'T 
He also said that from there it looked like 
a solid sheet of flame covered the whole 
flight deck ahd boat deck oecause of the con­
tinuous gun flashes.The last run made on 

us was made from three directions at once 
and was our first experiance with Pattern 
bombing and we did not like the looks of kt 
at all.Ono group came in from the Port bow 
one group from the starboard beam and one 
group from the Port quarter.They all came 
in at once and we were pretty busy for a- 
while.uhriet himself must have been at the 
wheel because they dropped so many,so fast 
and so close that the transports couldn't 
see us for a while because of the sheets of 
water obscured us from their view.so the 
planes finally left but some of them did not 
go home, e were credited with seven for the 
day and ten more probables.in that forty- 
five minute raid,eight five inch guns ex­
pended ever nine hundred rounds of ammunit­
ion which was an average of 112 rounds per 
gun.After the planes had left we took stock 
of our casualties and found that the only 
casualty was a Filipino seaman on one of the 
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transports who had ’been hit by a bomb splint 
ter from a near miss.Our doctors prepared 
the operating room and the Houston lov;ered 
a whaleboat to pick up the wounded man from 
the transport.ab the Houston approached the 
transports we wore given quite ari ovation 
by the troops.rhe boat pinked up the man 
and upon returning was hoisted aboard.They 
rufhed him down to the operating room and 
went to work on him but he died a few hours 
la t e r.

B*e b. 16
reversed course and headed back to Dar­

win upon receipt of orders. :e found out then 
that our destination had been K.oepang,on 
the Island of xiaar Timor where the troops 
were to reeinforce Allied troops already 
there.

E’eb.18
Entered barwin with our convoy still in- 

tact.nouston feuled and departed.
S‘eb.19
Received word via radio that Darwin nad 

been bombed to hell.-rhe destroyer Peary had 
been sunkand of the four transports we had 
brought back yesterday two had been sunk, 
one was disabled,and one was beached in a 
sinking condition.rhere were quite a few Of 
the soldiers killed,the airport was flatten' 
ed,and the town Was a smoking ruin which had 
to be evacuated by the civil population temp­
orarily .

keb.31
Arrived in flap Jap, java, jreuled and pro­

visioned ship.AE we were coming through the 
minefetld on the way in,a Catalina flying 
boat cmae near us and dropped a depth charge 
near us.'oe thought he had dropped it on a 
sub and were a bit worried for a while as 
there was no room to mariouver in the mine­
field. However, It turned out that he had a 
hole in his wing about three feet in dia­
meter and did not have much control over
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his plane due to a run-in with a Nip ship, 
bo he could not land with the depth charge 
still on the plane.

Feb. 22
Departed from ilapjap and headed for the 

eastern end of Java.
M‘e b. 23
Entered Java Sea by way of Sundra Strits 

enroute to Soerabaja to Join the striking 
force.

j?eb. 24
Entered Soerabaja during an air raid but 

the All Clear siren blew a few minutes late.* 
Tied up to the feul dook where we are rec­
eiving feul.In the late P.M.the air raid 
sirens started to moan again so naturally 
we all went to our gun stations and were iki 
surprised to see the crew of the Dutch 
cruiser which was tied up asiem o f us ab­
andoning ship and running to the air raid 
shelters on the docks.Across the bay from 
us sits a merchant ship which was hit in one 
of yesterdays raids.She is loaded with rub­
ber and it is burning like hell and the col­
umn of black smoke it is sending up can be 
seen for miles.It also helps the Mips to es­
timate the ground wind which doesn't help 
us any.The planes only came in our gun range 
a few times so we didn’t do much firing.In 
the evening a Dutch minesweeper came out and 
tried to sink the merchant ship by gunfire 
but it didn’t do any good so a bit later a 
torpedo boat came out and launched a torpedo 
which did no good either so they gave up 
and she still sits there burning.

Feb.25
Air raid sirens moaned again at 1105.The 

planes came over and dropped their stuff 
but uur A.A. fire kept them pretty high so 
they missed us by a couple hundred yards. 
The only actual damage they done which was 
visable to us was a direct hit on a nice 
house.The bricks and lumber were scattered 
all over the Joint.
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Three air raids here today.The re is a sub­
marine anchored in raid stream and we have 
noticed that every time there is an air 
air raid on she Just submerges and stays 
there till the raid is over.Shifty,eh? 
Houston underway at dusk.

Feb.26
Entered Soerabaja again at daylight and 

anchored in midstream right across from the 
still burning freighter.Three raids again 
today.We received orders from the Dutch not 
to fire over the city because of the danger 
to the inhabitants but what the hell.theere 
is a war going on so anytime they caae Into 
range we opened up.Only two runs were made 
on us today but they weren't close enough 
to worry about.The re were plenty of fish 
floating around when it was all over though. 
The concussion knocks them out and they 
float belly up on the surface until they 
come to and then swlmaway.

We ere happy to welcome to our small 
force the H.M.S.Exeter (of Graf Soee fame) 
8-tnoh cruiser,the H.M.A.S.Perth?six inch 
cruiser,Three British destroyers,Jupiter, 
Electra,and Encounter,We also have the Dutch 
light cruisers Java,and De Rnyter(5.9 inch) 
and the Dutch destroyers Kortenar and Witt 
de With.And of course we still have four of 
our faithful old four stackers,Ford,Alden, 
Pone and John D.Edwards.

Fleet underway at dusk.All hands at bat­
tle stations as we cleared the harbor.Fleet 
made an all night patrol along the coast of 
Madura [aland looking for an enemy convoy 
which had been reported in the vicinity. 
Nothing was sighted,crews stayed at battle 
stations all night.

Feb.27
Clouds very low this A.M. Some enemy 

planes started a run on us but were driven 
back by heavy A.A.fire.Bombs missed fleet.

University of Houston Libraries | Special Coitions
Cruiser Houston Collection, box 9 folder 10



-V?
we mi-seed planes,so no one is out anything 
In the morning we headed West toward Man- 
dilika.At noon Admiral Doorman(in the De 
Ruyter) reported to Admiral He If rich, ''Per­
sonnel have now reached the point of exhau­
stion’*.In the afternoon,hoping to give us 
time for a hreif rest,we headed for Soera- 
bajaand entered the harbor at 1530 and were 
again met by the moans of the air raid si­
re ns.tfeanwhile a report was received that 
an enemy force consisting of about forty 
transports,two or three cruisers and twelve 
destroyers,with a strong covering force 
nearby had been sighted.Admiral Doorman in 
the De Ruyter signalled T,Am proceeding to 
intercept enemy units.Details later.Follow 
me”.We were hoping to get a bit of rest 
first but here we go again and it looks 
like the circus is about to start.The fleet 
reversed course and headed out the channel 
again.The two Dutch destroyers stepped out 
ahead to act as scouts,When those destroyers 
pour on the steam they can really step out 
and go.The stern squats down,the bow raises 
a bit ,the water starts to churn and thet're 
off.

The Admiral sent out’*Prepare to meet the 
enemy,c/cTTHE,c/s28 knots”,The Dutch cans 
came back and reported the enemy to star­
board. Cur formation now went to full speed 
(33 knots)•

As soon as we sighted the enemy our x 
course was changed 45 degrees to Port to 
parallel the course of the Nip force,Our 
disposition now was one British destroyer 
leading the column,with the De RuyterfFlag- 
shlp).Exeter,Houston,Perth,Java,four U.S. 
desroyers,and one Dutch destroyer in column 
astern,one Dutch destroyer abeam of the 
Houston to Starboard,and the remaining two 
British cans on the disengaged,or Port side 

The formation speed of the Nip force was 
about 28 knots.The Houston having the long­
est range guns opened fire first.Our first
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target was the leading ship In the Nip col­
umn. The opening range was 29,000 yards.lt 
took us three salvos to get on the target 
[The gunnery Officer of the Perth claims 
our first target was a battleship,as does 
the C.S.M.of the Houston and the Capt. of 
the leading can).we thought it was a cruis­
er.After the third salvo our turrets were 
laying them right on the target and getting 
in some good hits.After 5 or 6 salvos (6-8 
inch per salvo Jour target pulled out of 
line to the disengaged side of the Nips’ line 
smoking like hell.By this time the Exeter 
was also in range and had picked herself the 
(now)lead!ngNip and was doing pretty well. 
The Nlpe were also in range and were send­
ing us messages of love which for a while 
were falling short.The Perth opened up with 
her sixes but was short,as were the b.S’s 
of the Butch oralsers.However the range was 
continually decreasing and it did not take 
long before all the cruisers were in range 
of each other.The Houston had changed tar­
gets as soon as her first target had pull­
ed out.We were firing at a rate of six sal­
vos per minute which was a damn high rate 
but kigk hard on the gun crews.

Our opponents were the covering force pre­
viously mentioned and consisted of six cru­
isers,two battleships(Kongo or Ise class) 
and thirteen destroyers which made their 
force superior in numbers as well as in fire 
power.

On our second target the turrets laid in 
about a dozen salvos and got a hit on his 
midship turret.The black smoke towered up­
wards for hundreds of feet and he too pull­
ed out of line.
The Nips had a Plane up now to furnish gun­
fire correct ions but he stayed out of reach 
of our ack-ack.There was a continued rapid 
exchange of shots between the cruisers.All 
the time the Houston was weaving back and 
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forth.Moving Ln on the unders.next salvo 
would be over,so ws’ed move out to the over 
and the next would be would be another un­
der. The Admiral sent a message to Capt. 
HooKs telling him to keep in formation,but 
we resumed our zig-zag tactics and didn’t 
do so bad.The wonder of it all was that the 
Nips did not catch on to what we were doing 

By this time our first target had gotten 
her fires under control and resumed her pos­
ition in the formation and began firing a- 
gain.This was just before our second target 
retired.After our second target had retired 
we said good afternoon to target number one 
again.We were fortunately able to put him 
out of action again and later it was report­
ed that a large ship was floating upside 
down so it was probably one of the two ships 
we had put out of action.

About this time the fight started to get 
dirty.The Dutch destroyer which had been on 
our Starboard beam had taoved forward to a 
position about midway between the Exeter and 
Houston and was about 3G0 yards from our mai n 
line.She caught a torpedo amidships,rolled 
over,and broke in twowith both the stern and 
the bow sticking straight up in the water* 
There were a few men standing upright on each 
piece and they had the guts to give us a 
’’thumbs up^as we went by.Then both peioes 
sank very quickly.Not nice to see.Then some 
planes were sighted momentarily but were out 
of sight before they oould be identified. 
Some ten minutes later huge geysers of water 
and explosions oould be seen in the area 
where the transports had been reported.We 
knew then that the air force had shown up. 
Of coursewe realized that it was important 
to give the transports a bit of hell but v;e 
wished the planes would give the Nip battle 
line a too,just to give the Nips some­
thing to think about and possibly make it 
a bit easier for us , (73ut they didn’t}.
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The Kips started a destroyer attack which 
was driven back with the Perth possibly 
sinking one*The pom-poms are very handy for 
work like this.They Just sweep things clean 
like a broom but it is a bit messy.

Admiral vamamoto(in command of the Nip 
forcesfas we found out while P.O.WJsjhad 
planned the action pretty well because we 
ran into a submarine trap and the torpedos 
were getting pretty thick.I looked over the 
side one time and saw that a torpedo had 
overtaken us from astern and was steaming 
right alongside of us.Ke were doing about 
thirty knots so the torpedo must have been 
doing about forty-five.It was only fifteen 
feet out from the side of the ship.Scared? 
Damn right I was scared,

^y this time enemy gunfire had decreased 
considerably.An explosion took plaoe on the 
rear enemy cruiser with a large column of 
smoke headed skyward.There were also other 
column of smoke on their rear ships indic­
ating other hits.

At this time the British destroyer which 
had been on the disengaged side of the Perth 
moved up fast,dropped some depth charges 
and peices of a Nip sub flew up in the air. 
The can immediately turned hard to Starboard 
crossed the battle line between the Houston 
andrerth,came up abeam of us and about 250 
yards out from our main line and fired a 
torpedo toward our bow and halfway between 
us another sub went up.That was two subs for 
Jupiter in 5 to 7 minutes which was pretty 
good work on her part. Torpedos were still 
pretty thick and the Exeter was hit by a 
salvo of 8-tnch in her after engine room 

’which killed fourteen men and slowed the 
xeter down to tvjelve knots.Our force laid 

a smokescreen around the Exeter behind which 
she was able to retire and head back to 
Soerabaja,ploking up survivors from the de­
stroyer which had been torpedoed.
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The Nips also laid a smokescreen and 
contact with them was lost for a little 
while.We came back to ouh original course 
and Boon regained contact and the shells were 
again coming and going pretty fast,The Nip 
cans came out of the smoke toward us for 
what was apparently a toppedo attack with 
a couple of cruisers behind them for support 
They were again driven back with the Java 
getting credit for the sinking of one can. 
One of our cruisers hit the leading Nip 
cruiser in the stern causing some damage.

The Nips still have that spotting plane 
up and he still stays out of range of our 
ack-ack.Half of our A.A.gun crews were se­
cured in order to move ammunition from the 
still useless after turret to the forward 
turrets because they were getting low on am­
munition. The two t-rrets had already expend­
ed over nine hundred rouflds and the liners 
of the guns were sticking out beyond the 
mussels of all six guns ,two inches(which 
ts very unusual).

The Nips drew back out of range and we 
steamed along Just keeping the? in sight, 
/it about (it wets pretty dark by this 
time).flares started dropping on our dis­
engaged side which kept us siloutted for the 
enemy fleet.Apparently six or tight flares 
were tied together,dropped from planes and 
tit upon hitting the water.The flares were 
always drop-'ed to parallellour course.

After the flare episodetenemy destroyers 
were observed on the Port bow of the he 
Ruyter so our course was changed to Starboard 

At about 2030 it was reported that torp­
edos were fired on the Port boa of the De Ru$ 
ter and the course was again changed.To Port 

this time.
Our U.S,destroyers left on what we thought 

was to be a night desrroyer attack on the 
enemy tteansports but we later found out that 
they had to go into Soerabaja to refeul.
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At 3130 'while o i a Westerly couree we ' 
passed through crowds of swimming Nip sol­
diers. It must have been the area where our 
planes had attacked the transports.They 
looked like flies and were hanging onto life 
rafts,floating debris,or anything they could 
find that would keep them afloat.As we went 
by they were blowing whistles,shouting,and 
making a hell of a racket.If any of them got 
tangled up in our wake they didn't last long 

Our force now consisted of Encounter, 
De Ruyter,Perth,Houston,Java,and Jupiter in 
that order.

The Jupiter met up with a torpedo and sig­
naled ’’Jupiter torpedoedT,--Subtraot one more 
from the weak side.

Sometime after 2300 two enemy cruisers 
were spotted and a few salvos were exchang­
ed during which they received a few hits. 
They sent up some star shells which illum­
inated between us and obcured them from us 
and they shoved off.

Shortly after this exchange the Java was 
hit by a torpedo,there was a hell of an ex- 
plosionaft.The entire after part of the ship 
seemed covered withflame and explosion fol­
lowed explosion in rapid suceeslon with each 
one sending a tower of flame and debris a 
hundred feet in the air while the old Java 
4ust rocked and buckod.Sho didn’t last long 
after that.The worst thing a ship can get is 
a hit in the mxxxg magazines so we subtract­
ed another one from the weak slde.lt seemed 
as though we were pretty lucky all afternoon 
but they were catching up to us now.We didn’t 
think things eould get much worse but just 
to show how wrong we could be,about five min 
utes after the Java caught her fish,The De 
Ruyter caught one too and it was just a rc- 
pitxxa petition of the Java only on a bigger 
scale.She also took her hit in the magazines 
and it was like a July Fourht celebration. 
The Perth had to swing sharply to Starboard 
or she would have collided with the poor
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old Ruyter,who had all the trouble she 
could taJce care of.

We realized then that if theinvaston of 
Java was to be stopped somebody better send 
out some more help plenty fast.

So far we had lost the Java,De Ruyter, 
Jupiter,Plectra,Kortenar,with the Exeter 
damaged.We stayed at battle stations all 
night.The Captains of both ships deoeided 
that we had enough excitement for one day 
and it was time to go home anyway so we head' 
ed for Batavia and less dangerous areas.

Feb.’S
We pulled into Batavia at noon,tied up 

to the docks and started to feul but could 
not get nearly enough.

There was no activity in the dock area 
at all with the exception of twelve email 
tanks coming out of a shed near the quayside 

One of our shipboard planes was out on a 
reoo flight and long about the time he was 
expected baok we spotted a plane we thought 
was ours./s it came by the end of the dock 
at an altitude of 250 feet a Dutch destroy­
er opened up with machine guns as did the ks 
Perth which was tied up on the other side 
of the peir from ue.The Perth also had her 
pom-poms firing and as the plane banked over 
our bow we could see the fried eggs on the 
wings so our guns got busy too but every­
thing happened so fast that we all missed 
what should have been an easy shot.The t 
trouble was that they have a shipboard plane 
which is an exact duplicate of ours,hence 
our delay.The Nip pulled away and shoved off 
but as he passed the tug which was serving 
as tender for the anti-submarine net he 
dropped two small bombs which missed by 
fo rty fee t.

About fifteen minutes later our plane re­
turned and unfortunately took approximately 
the same course the 'Tip plane had taken.Of 
course the Ditch can opened up with her guns 
again,then the Perth started.Fortunately 
the-*' both misled
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We a^ain held our fire and this time we 
were right.Of course our pilot was surpris­
ed to see our forces firing at him hut he 
went out to the middle of the bay,landed 
and taxied to the ship where he was hoisted 
aboard and things were satisfactorily expl­
ained. to him.

On taking stock of our damages from yes­
terdays battle we found that we had been 
hit only twice.The first had gone through 
the fo1crsle,down through the Warrent Off­
icers quarters where it passed through Mac- 
hinestxKays1 pillow,down through the canteen 
storeroom and then out the side of the ship

Either it was a dud or the delayed action 
mecheniem had delayed too long.The store­
keeper who had that for a cleaning station 
was sure mad at those Nips.

Our otherhit was aft and went through a 
feul oil tank and then out the side of the 
ship.It,too,was an eight inch shell and 
failed to explode.Aside from these two hits, 
whose damage was negligable,we got out of 
it lucky.Not even a man hurt.

Perth and Houston underway,The dope had 
come out that we were headed for the ’States 
for reconditioning,leave,liberty,and recrea­
tion.Cleared harbor at sunset and headed for 
Sundra Straits,which lies between Java and 
Sumatra.

Condition 3 was set on the A.A.battery 
and being worn out from lack of sleep we 
slept on deck by our gun stations.The sound 
of gunfire woke us up and then our claxons 
started to moan,calling us to our gun stat­
ions. The firing had been frim the Perth and 
the time was 331b.it was impossible to tell 
how many enemy ships were there but they had 
plenty because that was the first of their 
landings on Java and their position was not 
such that they could move around uncontested 
yet*'three heavy cruisers were htgging the 
shadow of the mountain^ but the only time 
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v/e could see them was when they fired a 
ealvo at us.Some destroyers came in from the 
Starboard quarter but were driven off by the 
fire from our 5-inah,pom-poms and machine 
guns.The 5-inch blew the bridge off one de­
stroyer after which she glided off into the 
night.

Then we caught a salvo in the after en­
gine room which hit either the turbins or 
the main steam line.The hot steam cooked the 
entire engine room crew so fast that they 
never knew whatha^pened to them.Not a sin­
gle man got out of there.

There were two steam exhausts on the boat 
deck near the forward bulkhead and the hot 
steam came out of them in clouds and fogged 
the lenses of the after A.A.director so we 
could not see the target or use the machine. 
The ammunition ready boxes on the Boat Deck 
got so hot that we were expecting tham to 
blov; up and the gun crews couldn't get near 
them to remove the ammo*

One of the marines on gun 7 was heard to 
pray’’LordfI don’t know much about praying 
but if you could get us out of this mess 
I’d sure appreciate it.Amen.

Then we were caught in the glare of three 
searchlightsand every gun on the ship which 
could bear on them tried to put out the 
lights.They were all from Starboard and al­
though we snseeded succeeded in putting out 
one of the lights another ohe was immediate­
ly put on us.borne of the 5-1nch guns were 
already firing starshells because they had 
nothing else left.

We had a big fire blazing in the forward 
paint locker while another was burning the 
sick bay down and was so hot that no body 
could get near it.The marine compartment was 
in flames and we received a hit in the for­
ward messing compartment which damaged the 
freezing apparatus in the soda stand and 
the fumes of the gas used for freezing(freon)
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were so strong no one could get in there.
A torpedo came in from starboard and kKiszX- 
hit us amidships knocking over the star­
board aircraft catapult as a result of the 
exploston.lt fell inboard and succeeded in 
blocking the quarterdeck with wreckage.

Number two pom-pom received a direct hit 
which killed the entire crew on that gun 
while number four was busy cutting a torp­
edo boat in half after which it exploded.

The old ’’dalloping GhoBt,r was taking 
quite a beatlngthis time.Another torpedo 
drove in from Starboard and hit us up for­
ward and rocked us quite a bit.The old neu­
ston started to list to and the bow 
was getting lower in the water.

There was a fire close to thd five-inch 
magazines and they had to be flooded.All the 
5-inch guns were firing starshells by this 
time and the turrets were very low on amruo 

The climax came when number two turret 
got a hit that tore through the faceplate 

and exploded in thegun chamber killing all 
but a few of the turret crew*At about this 
time the Perth went down,victim of iar- 

four torpedos.Oapt»nooks rushed down 
from the bridge to see how badly the turret 
was damaged and was hit by shrapnel which 
tore his back ap&rt.HiS last words were 
"Head for the nearest land.^e've got to give 
the men a chance’.The fire in the turret was 
spreading rapidly and the magazines were in 
danger of going up so they were flooded aft­
er the handleing room crews were evacuated.

Some of the^whose battle stations had been 
put out of commision and others who had no 
stations were busy getting liferafts ready 
to go over the side because it was evident 
that the old ship couldn't last much long­

er.
rhe Brig was on fire and a shell had ex­

ploded in our bake shop killing a bunch of 
men who had been outside in the passageway 
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The bodies were stacked waist high in there 
I'm sure of that because i fell over them 
on my way through there.rhe 5-inch were not 
firing as fast now because the crews were 
a bit short handed,but the pom-poms that were 
still in commision were still going strong 
and the machine guns were still giving them 
hell and doing U.K.

The word was finally passed to Abandon 
Ship.ihe steering engine was out of oomrais- 
ion and the ship was going in circles.'ihen 
the word was passed to man our stations a- 
gain.oe picked up some of the men who had 
been hit pretty bad and put them tn the mot­
or whaleboat and cut the lashings on the boat 
in hopes that when the ship went down the 
boat would remain afloat thereby giving the 
wounded men a chance.

rhe word was passed again to Abandon ship 
and the call was blown on the bugle.One last 
lock about then over the side i went. .iater 
was already ankle deep on the Starboard side 
of the quarterdeck.Another torpedo hit on 
the starboard side forward.Some of the Chi­
nese officers uooks had to be driven off the 
ship at the point of a gun.rhey did a fine 
job but were afraid of the water,

We floated there in the water and wattfhed 
some of our men still on the ship still fir­
ing at the flips as the ship glided off with 
the searchlights still on her and the nips 
still shooting at the old girl.

finally the stern lifted up high and she 
slid down so smoothly it surprised us all.

ho we w®- turned around and struck out for 
a life raft about a quarter of a mile away, 
/dp shells were still striking the water and 
exploding which caused a feeling similai: to 
stomach cramps which caused us to double up 
and they hurt like hell in the guts.

we reached the raft with Java still 7^ 
miles away * I had been on the raft fop about
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two hours and most of the men wanted to stop 
and rest.I couldn’t see any use in that and 
was in a hurry to #et out of there so Atter­
bury and 1 left the raft and struck out for 
the beach.'-TexT'Austin later deceided to go 
along but we knew nothing about it at the 
time.ne was never seen or heard of again, 
we swam on and v/ere constantly carried in 
different directions as we hit first one cur­
rent and then another.j.hree times we heard 
planes flying around and also heard machine 
gun fire so our first thought was that the 
yellow bastards were shooting our men in the 
watertwhich they might have been doing).

Sometime during the night three invasion 
barges full of troops passed us so close we 
could hear them talk!ng.Each time they pass­
ed us we stopped and kept very still so they 
would not get us.uur intention was to get 
to the beach as quickly as possible,go to 
natavia and get a boat by hook or by.._0rook 
and get out of there fast.At sunrise we were 
stlllabout a mile and a half from the beach 
and saw a line of Nip transports headed in 
our direction so we swam with renewed vigor 
(which wasn't much).Soon the ten tranports 
passed about 300 yards from us.We could see 
the Nip soldiers pointing at us and laughing 
at us.Luckily none of them thought of taking 
a shot at us.We also noticed that the guns 
mounted on the ships were only lengBlis of 
pipe secured to blocks of vjood.

We got going again,still hoping to make 
the beach before they spread out too much and 
out us off.About an hour later a landing 
barge flying the G-eneva Cross approached us 
with a Nip sargent in the bow.He had a pis­
tol pointed at my head and it looked about 
as big as a five inch at least.I put my hands 
over my head and told Atterbury to do like­
wise.! have heard about these dead heros 
but couldn’t see myself in that role.The 
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boat stopped alongside and I reached up to 
pull myself iitn± aboard but found that al­
though I had felt strong up to that time I 
did not have enough strength left in my arms 
to pull myself up so the Nip reached down 
and grabbed me by the seat of the pants and 
pulled me In^Then he did the same for Atter­
bury -We were eaah given a olgerette and a 
drink of cold tea which mode me feel a lot 
better

For the first time I realized that I had 
passed through an oil slick.I had oil In my 
hair,my ears, eyes, and mouth.Then my eyes 
commenced to burn and i cuuld find no releif 
We vi'ere brought to the beach where some of 
our other survivors were already collected.

-7 By^-aeMng -questions around we found that pul­
- led up on tfre beach were a large aircraft.

carrier,burned and laying on itsT side and. 
■ still smoking,one hospital ship burned and 
<• lying on dtB’ side (she had nb' business be­

ing there anyway so they can’t blame ue fo-r 
that- anyway),one destroyer beached,four

c transports beached.They had evidently been 
hit pretty bad and were run up on the beach 
so their gear could be salvaged.We had also 
seen one tanker burning out there last night 
but we did not know if that was a Nip or not 
It is also safe to assume that some of our 
victims sq.nk before they could get to the 
beach.

Last nights battle had lasted an hour 
and twenty minutes.Atterbury and I had been 
swimming for about ten hours and when we were 
picked up v/e were about a quarter of a mile 
o ff the beach and had swam about seven and 
a quarter miles.

Of the Houstons crew of eleven hundred 
men we were only able to locate three hun­
dred and sixty- five. jJtxfcty Approximately 
sixty of these died as P.O.W.s.

AlfEIf.
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In the middle of April, 1942,after we 

had been moved to ’Hatavia as prisoner?, 
all the Officers,Cheifs,andPetty Officers 
got together and reconstructed, the wartime 
log of the Houston so thete would be an 
accurate record of our cruise available 
for the Navy Department,All through forty' 
two months of Prison life all our gear 
was searahed on an average of once a week. 
The Nips never did get a copy,but this is 

rfji :s, copjfJwhich w&r brought back to
Gods country* In Indi a, Xi ta tnrattd in ±a 
it was turned into the Naval Dlason Officer 
He had a copy made and the original was 
returned to me from which this copy has 
been made.
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