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Gay speaker blocked at
Millions More
'Same-gender loving' man 
takes stage as activist snubbed
ByEARTHAJANE MELZER

Cleo Manago’s speech at last weekend’s commem­
oration of the Million Man March was noteworthy in 
that a homosexual man addressed the crowd. Just 
don’t call Manago gay.

Ten years ago there would have been protests if a 
homosexual group had participated in the Nation of 
Islam-sponsored Million Man March, according to 
Manago, of the group Black Men’s Xchange, whose 
members identify as “same-gender loving” instead of 
gay, a term they consider too closely associated with 
white homosexuals.

This time around, homosexual groups fought over who 
would get to speak at the event.

. Despite a conflict over which group would speak 
at the Millions More Movement Rally on Oct. 15, 
many blacks who identify as gay or as “same-gender 
loving” said the event demonstrated progress in 
overcoming homophobia within the black communi­
ty

The event’s call for unity was undermined, however, 
by an incident Saturday, in which Keith Boykin, presi­
dent of the National Black Justice Coalition, was 
barred from the stage in favor of Manago. Boykin had 
been told late last week that he would represent black 
gays and speak at the rally.

But when Boykin arrived prepared to participate in 
the “unity tapestry” section of the rally, he and NBJC 
vice president Donna Payne — who is also an organiz­
er with the Human Rights Campaign — were told by 
Rev. Barbara Skinner, the event’s program manager, 
that his name was not on the list.

A member of the Millions More Movement security team blocks a 
group of gay activists from advancing toward the rally stage. 
(Photo by Rudy K. Lawidjaja)

Payne said that Rev. Willie Wilson, a D.C. minister 
who made headlines last summer for delivering an 
anti-gay sermon, told her that due to a procedural 
problem, Boykin would not be allowed to speak.

The last-minute cancellation angered Boykin and 
Payne, who noted that Wilson was smirking as he 
told them that their group would not be speaking. 
The Nation of Islam, Millions More Movement offi­
cials, and Rev. Wilson did not respond to Blade 
inquires this week

Manago, head of the Afro-centric Black Men’s 
Xchange and founder of AmASSI health centers, 
briefly took the stage to represent the concerns of 
same-gender loving black people.

Most black homosexuals do not identify as gay,

Rev. Beth Stroud, who came out as a lesbian to her Pennsylvania congregation 
in 2003, faces an Oct. 27 hearing at First United Methodist Church of Houston.

Methodist high court to 
hear gay cases in Houston

Hearing next week will determine 
fate of lesbian minister
By ERIC G. ERVIN

The United Methodist Church’s Judicial Council, the highest 
legal body of the religious organization, will meet in Houston 
next week for a hearing on two gay issues that have exposed a 
controversial and possibly contradictory policy for the nation’s 
third largest denomination.

One of the cases involves Rev. Irene Elizabeth Stroud, who
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Conference calls AIDS 'black American epidemic'
Oct. 29 event unites 
political, religious, 
healthcare leaders
By ERIC G. ERVIN

J-

A conference next weekend at Rice 
University will bring together politi­
cians, religious leaders and healthcare 
specialists to talk about the spread of 
AIDS in Houston’s black population.

‘AIDS Off the Radar: The Black 
American Epidemic” is intended by 
organizers to spark dialogue among the 
three groups and get them talking about 
ways to fight the spread of the disease,

O MORE INFO
'AIDS Off the Radar 
The Black American Epidemic' 
Oct. 29,9:45 a.m. -2 p.m.
Rice University, Baker Hall 
6100 Main St.
Free 

which is now the top killer of blacks 
between the ages of 25 and 44. The death 
rate from AIDS among blacks remains 
nearly 10 times higher than among 
whites.

Although blacks make up 18.5 percent 
of Houston’s population of more than 
two million, they account for 56 percent 
of reported adult HIV cases in the city, 
and the figures are bond to be higher as 
many have not been tested. Black men 
who classify themselves as “down low,” 
secretly having sex with other men 
while having girlfriends and wives, also 
increase the risk of contracting the dis­
ease.

According to figures from the 
Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention, there were 21,304 AIDS 
cases reported among blacks in 2003, the 
highest number for any demographic 
group.

Rice University’s Baker Institute 
Student Forum will host the event. The 
public is invited and encouraged to 
attend. Organizers are also asking 
young people to attend.

Representatives from the Houston 
City Council, Houston HIV Prevention

OB

The office of state Sen. Rodney Ellis (D-Houston) is 
among the groups participating in an Oct. 29 panel 
discussion on HIV and Houston's African-American 
population.

Program, AIDS Foundation Houston, 
Families Under Urban & Social Attack, 
Brentwood Baptist Church and many 
other organizations are also scheduled 

to participate.
Three panel discussions are planned 

for the event with question and answer 
sessions afterwards. The discussions 
include: “The Pathology and Prevention 
of HIV Infection,” “Why AIDS is a 
Problem in the Black Community,” and 
“How to Stop the Spread of AIDS Among 
Blacks in Houston.”

Rice graduate student and conference 
organizer Mark Little acknowledged 
that the groups involved may have dif­
ferent ways of dealing with the AIDS 
epidemic, but said all of them want to 
stop its spread. Little, who is black, sees 
the conference as a start for all of them 
to find solutions.

“My hope is that people who may dis­
agree on many other things can see this 
as something they share in common,” 
Little said. “At the very minimum, if 
these people are in the same room, see 
each other and make contact for future 
reference, this conference will help 
make progress toward addressing the 
epidemic in the black community.

“Maybe they can work toward their 
goal in their comfort zones and begin to 
feel OK working together,” Little said.

Two Texas schools named worst for gay students
By ERIC G. ERVIN

According to The Princeton Review, two 
of the 10 worst colleges for gay students 
include Texas’ Baylor University and 
Texas A&M University-College Station, but 
officials at the two schools won’t comment 
on the rankings because they are based on 
students’ opinions.

The two schools ranked No. 3 and No. 7 
respectively on the list of top 20 “Colleges 
with Low Acceptance of Gays” included in 
the recently released 2006 edition of The 
Princeton Review’s “The Best 361 Colleges.”

“We have no response because these are 
student rankings,” said Lori Scott Fogleman, 
director of media relations at Baylor.

There are 62 rankings listed in the 
Princeton Review report covering 361 
schools, with each one identifying the top 
20 schools in a specific category.

“We don’t feel it is appropriate to react to 
such a listing, which merely reflects an edi­
tor’s assessment of some unscientifically 
assembled opinions,” said Sherylon J. 
Carroll, interim executive 
director of Texas A&M’s 
Office of University 
Relations.

However, Carroll said 
that officials at the school 
value diversity and inclu­
siveness.

O MORE INFO
The Princeton Review
'The Best 361 Colleges: 2006 Edition'
www.princetonreview.com/home.asp

A pool of 110,000 students nationwide 
answered the surveys with an average of a 
little more than 300 participating at each 
school. Officials said 90 percent of the sur­
veys were filled out online and the remain­
ing on campus.

'Not surprised'
Baylor, located in Waco, does not have 

an official gay student group. Its anti­
bias statement does not specifically 
address sexual orientation, but homosex­
uality is prohibited, as explained in the 
private school’s student handbook. 
Domestic partner benefits are not 
offered to employees.

Officials at the 14,000-student Baptist 
school recently pulled about 500 coffee cups 
from a campus Starbucks because they fea­
tured a quote from gay author Armistead 
Maupin. The quote from the famous author 
reads in part: “My only regret being gay is 
that I repressed it for so long.”

Last year, Baylor student Matt Bass was 
stripped of his seminary scholarship after 

school officials discovered he was 
gay. He left Baylor and later 
enrolled at Emory University in 
Atlanta.

“I’m not surprised [about the 
rankings] at all,” said a gay Baylor 
student, who wished to remain 
anonymous. “That’s not out of the 
ordinary for Baylor.”

The student is a member of 
Baylor Freedom, a group for gay, les­
bian, bisexual and transgender stu­
dents. According to group policy, 

members always conceal their sexual orien­
tation when talking to the press.

.V
Uhl

Although Texas A&M, which has more 
than 35,000 students, ranks lower than 
Baylor on the list, there are still incidents 
of discrimination reported on campus.

Sharli’e Dominique, a preoperative trans­
sexual displaced by Hurricane Katrina, was 
arrested and charged with criminal trespass 
at the Reed Arena shelter for using the 
women’s shower. Charges against the New 
Orleans native were later dropped.

“I wasn’t surprised,” said Texas A&M stu­
dent Christopher Danos of his school’s rank. 
“Although it is getting better every year.”

Danos, 20, is gay and president of Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender Aggies, a 
social group for students. He said he has 
not personally experience prejudice, but 
does recall an incident when a gay student 
was assaulted two years ago because of his 
sexual orientation. He added that occasion­
ally the officially recognized gay student 
group would have flyers torn down.

“It’s not a hostile environment unless 
you’re vocal,” he said. “It’s harder for 
transgender students to be accepted 
because some of them look different and 
that makes people uncomfortable.”

But Danos said he thinks overall Texas 
A&M is a great school with great people.

“People are recognizing that we do exist 
and we’re not going to hurt anyone or 
change them,” he said.

Texas A&M’s anti-bias statement also 
doesn’t specifically address sexual orienta­
tion, but “encourages a climate that values 
and nurtures collegiality, diversity, plural­
ism and the uniqueness of the individual 
within our state, nation and world.” The 
university does not offer domestic parent 
benefits to employees.

o
Top 20 Gay-Friendly Colleges

Rank College
1 New College of Florida
2 Macalester College
3 Wellesley College
4 Eugene Lang College
5 Mount Holyoke College
6 St John’s College
7 Bryn Mawr College
8 Lawrence University
9 Emerson College
10 Harvey Mudd College
11 St John's College (NM)
12 Franklin W. Olin College of Engineering
13 Wesleyan University
14 Marlboro College
15 Carleton College
16 Smith College
17 Haverford College
18 Reed College
19 Bard College
20 Oberlin College

Colleges With Low Acceptance of Gays

Rank College
1 Hampden-Sydney College
2 University of Notre Dame
3 Baylor University
4 Wheaton College
5 Grove City College
6 Univ, of Tennessee-Knoxville
7 Texas A&M Univ.-College Station
8 College of the Holy Cross
9 Samford University
10 Brigham Young University
11 Seton Hall University
12 Valparaiso University
13 Pepperdine University
14 Washington and Lee University
15 Trinity College
16 Vanderbilt University
17 Wake Forest University
18 University of Utah
19 Providence College
20 Southern Methodist University

- Source: The Princeton Review Inc.

The school’s Women’s & Gender Equity 
Resource Center sponsored events for 
Coming Out Week this month.
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Va. minister refused to let gay man join church
METHODIST, continued from Page 1

was defrocked and later reinstated after 
revealing a lesbian relationship to her 
bishop and congregation. The second case 
concerns Rev. Edward Johnson, a Virginia 
minister who refused membership in his 
church to a gay man.

The two cases represent an apparent 
contradiction in bylaws for the church. 
Although practicing homosexuals are 
barred from being ordained as ministers, 
gay men and lesbians are not banned from 
joining, according to the church’s Book of 
Disciplines.

Stroud, 35, said she first revealed her 
sexual oreintation while attending Bryn 
Mawr College, where she earned an under­
graduate degree in 1991. In 1996, she 
earned a master’s of divinity degree from 
Union Theological Seminary in New York.

“I felt called to the ministry at an early 
age,” Stroud said.

Stroud started working at the First 
United Methodist Church of Germantown 
in Philadelphia in 1999 as an associate pas­
tor.

Stroud’s case began in April 2003 when 
she revealed in a sermon to members of 
the Germantown church that she was a 
lesbian and in a committed relationship 
with Chris Paige. The couple has been 
together almost five years.

“I didn’t want to be in the closet any­
more,” Stroud said. “I felt it was holding 
me back in my faith.”

Stroud said the Germantown church’s 
members, who are known for welcoming
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Soulforce, a group that advocates for gay religious issues, demonstrated in support of Rev. Beth Stroud when 
she went on trial in December 2004 in Pughtown, Pa. (Photo by Jacqueline Larma/AP)

gays, have supported her throughout her 
fight. Members of the congregation 
belong to the national United Methodist 
movement Reconciling Ministries 
Network, which advocates full inclusion of 
gay men and lesbians into the church.

Incompatible teachings
Stroud was formally charged with 

engaging in “practices declared by the 
United Method Church to be incompatible 
with Christian teachings.” She stood trial 
Dec. 1-2,2004, before retired Bishop Joseph 
H. Yeakel and 13 ordained church mem­
bers serving as jurors. The jurors voted 12- 
1 to convict Stroud and 7-6 to take away 
her credentials. Jurors were only allowed 

to consider whether Stroud was a “prac­
ticing homosexual,” not if the law violated 
the church’s constitution.

Stroud appealed the decision to the 
church’s Northeast Jurisdiction 
Committee on Appeals, which held a hear­
ing April 28.

The four ministers and five lay mem­
bers of the committee voted 8-1 to over­
turn the conviction, requiring the church 
to reinstate Stroud’s credentials.

The committee’s ruling centered on two 
points concerning the Book of 
Disciplines: The church’s failure to define 
two terms — “status” and “self-avowed 
practicing homosexuals” — and the 
phrase “because homosexuality is incom­

patible with Christian teaching.”
The church appealed the committee’s 

ruling, setting up an Oct. 27 hearing at the 
Westchase campus of the First United 
Methodist Church of Houston.

Stroud said she has chosen not to per­
form the sacraments until a final ruling. 
She said it’s hard, especially during times 
when the sacraments are celebrated and 
on holidays such as Christmas and Easter.

“It’s certainly very sad,” Stroud said. “I 
am looking forward to the end of the 
process, whether I win or loss, but most 
importantly I hate to see the church prac­
ticing discrimination.

“I feel confident that the church would 
make improvements as it did for other 
issues in the past,” she said, citing 
changes in acceptance of women and 
minorities.

Church member rejected
Johnson, former pastor of South Hill 

United Methodist Church in Virginia, was 
suspended June 13 for one year after refus­
ing to admit a gay man to his church. 
Johnson appealed the decision, which will 
also be heard by the council next week.

Rev. W. Anthony Layman, retired dis­
trict superintendent for Johnson’s region 
in rural Virginia, told the Associated 
Press that he confronted Johnson in 
January about the incident.

Based on Layman’s complaint, the 
church’s Virginia Conference voted 418- 
114 to approve Johnson’s suspension.

Johnson could not be reached for com­
ment by press time.

BMX leader says crowd reacted warmly to speech
MILLIONS MORE, continued from Page 1

Manage told the Blade, because much of 
the lingo of the gay rights movement — 
including the pink triangle and the Greek- 
derived words “lambda” and “lesbian” — 
is Euro-centric and does not affirm the 
identity of black people.

Some black gay activists were angered 
that no openly gay figure was part of the 
rally lineup.

Since Minister Louis Farrakhan of the 
Nation of Islam announced early this year 
that he wanted all types of black people to 
be represented at the Millions More 
Movement event, the National Black 
Justice Coalition, a national black civil 
rights organization, had been trying to find 
a role.

Concerns over how black gay groups 
would participate intensified this summer 
after Rev. Wilson, who also served as exec­
utive director of the Millions More 
Movement, delivered his controversial 
sermon in which he told his congregation 
that lesbianism were taking over and 
destroying the black family. Wilson also 
made disparaging and graphic comments 
about gay and lesbian sex.

The comments, coming from a key 

leader of a major black political event, 
concerned black gay activists, who redou­
bled efforts to influence the rally and held 
a series of meetings with Farrakhan and 
Wilson. Based on those meetings, Boykin, 
who worked in the Clinton administration 
and writes occasional columns for this 
newspaper, said he understood that he was 
invited to address the MMM rally.

Politics or anti-gay bias?
Manago stressed that political differ­

ences, and not anti-homosexual bias, was 
behind the fact that BMX and not NBJC 
had been chosen to represent black homo­
sexuals at the event.

He said that his group was chosen to take 
part in the rally because it was important to 
march organizers that the speaker be not 
just homosexual, but homosexual, black, 
progressive and involved in community 
organizing. Manago said that BMX has 
been a local organizing committee and 
involved in organizing with the MMM since 
August.

Though BMX might fall below the 
radar of mainstream gay organizations, 
Manago said, the group has existed since 
1989 and has been holding debates and 
panel discussions in the black community 

as part of an effort to address black anti­
homosexual attitudes.

Between unemployment, incarceration 
and police brutality, the black community 
has experienced an assault on black man­
hood, Manago said. As a result, some are 
hypersensitive about manhood and can 
react with abusive, “homophobic” behav­
iors when they feel threatened.

Manago said his group has had success 
in addressing these phenomena through 
discussion and community involvement.

Ray Daniels, the NBJC communication 
director, told this newspaper earlier this 
month that his group strongly opposed the 
possible selection of a BMX spokesperson to 
represent black gays because the group was 
separatist and accused black gay groups of 
being stooges for a white power structure.

The next week, after an angry response 
from Manago, Daniels sent the Blade a let­
ter apologizing for his “misstatement” of 
NABJ’s position, although the group later 
submitted a list of possible speakers to 
Farrakhan that did not include anyone 
from BMX.

Manago refused to accept Daniels’ apol­
ogy responding, “For two decades now I 
have endured lies, unparalleled vicious­
ness and deception regarding me and my 

work coming from the ranks of black gay 
identity advocates.”

“One of the many reasons I’m not 
involved in what is clearly and continually 
the black-faced white puppetry called ‘gay 
black’ is this very tendency,” he added. “So 
easily people among this group allow 
themselves to be used by white gay agen­
das. Familiar with this tendency, when 
alerted of [Daniel’s] comments, I experi­
enced not ah iota of surprise.”

Black gays march together
Boykin and Payne — surrounded by 

media who had been alerted to the tension 
over whether there would be a gay speak­
er — joined the “We Are Family” unity 
rally in Freedom Plaza on Saturday. About 
80 people gathered for the black gay, les­
bian, bisexual and transgender event.

The mood was upbeat; people period­
ically clapped and burst into song and 
rainbow flags waved. They seemed 
unsurprised by news that Boykin had 
been turned away from the podium. At 
the Freedom Plaza event, Boykin deliv­
ered the comments he had intended to 
deliver at the main rally. He said he had 
planned to offer an olive branch to 
organizers.
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Bi-national couple separated by politics
Ordeal underscores 
immigration difficulties 
for gay couples from 
different countries
By PHIL LaPADULA

Wayne Brown and his partner 
Ricardo Espindola were enjoying a ride 
through the colorful, desert landscape of 
central New Mexico. It was about 10:30 
a.m. on Sept. 22, 2004, the second day of 
their vacation. An Annie Lennox CD 
played as the car ticked off the miles on 
the way to the day’s destination: 
Carlsbad Caverns.

But they never made it there.
About 60 miles from the Mexican border 

near the town of Alamogordo, their car was 
stopped at a roadblock. A Homeland Security 
agent leaned in the window and asked 
Espindola, ‘Are you an American citizen?”

“Being the honest person he is, Ricardo 
immediately answered, ‘No,’” Brown 
recalled.

Espindola is from Argentina and had 
overstayed his six-month visitor’s visa. He 
had been living in the U.S. for about two 
and a half years.

The officers ordered the car to pull over 
and Espindola to get out. As he stepped out 
of the car, he was surrounded by several 
Homeland Security agents, he said.

“They seemed to be taunting and goad­
ing him,” Brown said. “They were saying 
things like, ‘You’re a very muscular guy. 
You must be on steroids.’”

Brown, who works as a crisis clinician at a 
mental health facility said he tried to “de- 
escalate” the situation. “I asked them, ‘Please 
have some compassion. This is my family’”

Both men were asked their HIV status, 
Brown said, and replied that they are HIV 
negative.

Brown, a Canadian citizen, had just 
secured a green card after spending five 
years working in the United States. He was 
in the process of wading through the 
paperwork and legal requirements to 
sponsor Espindola as his spouse under a 
new Canadian program that allows for the 
sponsorship of a same-sex partner if a 
couple can prove they have been in an inti­
mate, committed relationship.

The couple would have to live in Canada 
but could spend up to six months of the 
year in the United States.

But that plan faded as Espindola sat in a 
cell in El Paso awaiting deportation. He 
was incarcerated for 45 days. Brown hired 
a lawyer who pleaded to allow Espindola to 
depart voluntarily and return to 
Argentina, but those requests were denied.

'Choking my screams'
Five days after Espindola was taken into 

custody, Brown’s lawyer, Sandra Lambert, 
wrote a letter to immigration officials in El 
Paso describing Espindola as a person of 

good character who had no criminal convic­
tions or any prior immigration violations.

The letter noted that Espinolda was the 
“beneficiary of a family-based petition” 
in Canada to immigrate there with Brown 
in the near future. They even included fin­
gerprints and documents from an FBI 
background check that had been conduct­
ed on Espindola in preparation for his 
Canadian sponsorship.

The letter noted that Espindola had 
funds available to purchase an airline tick­
et to return to Argentina. Brown had 
offered to pay Espindola’s airfare. 
Espindola’s Argentinian passport was 
mailed along with the letter to prove his 
citizenship.

But the Homeland Security Department 
denied Espindola’s request for voluntary 
departure.

In an e-mail from Argentina, Espindola 
described his 45-day ordeal as “sleepless 
nights, choking my screams on a dirty, 
smelly pillow.”

Even as Brown was told to leave the 
facility, Espindola noted that a straight 
woman was allowed to “be in her 
boyfriend’s company and be embraced and 
comforted” at the holding facility.

Espindola described the detention camp 
as a harsh place.

When Espindola was finally released in 
the wee hours of one morning, he spent 35 
hours on planes that made six stops all 
over South America. He finally arrived in 
Buenos Aires to discover that his luggage 
had been lost.

Since the passage of the Patriot Act in 
2003, border patrols now have the authority 
to conduct random checks within 100 miles 
of the Mexican border. Prior to 2003, such 
checkpoints were only set up on the border.

Harassment 'not tolerated'
Bill Strassberger, public affairs 

spokesperson for the U.S. Citizenship & 
Immigration Services, a branch of the 
Department of Homeland Security, said 
officials have the authority to take some­
one into custody and hold them if their 
immigration paperwork is “out of sta­
tus.” He said such detentions usually 
occur when someone’s visa has been 
expired for a long period of time.

“If they have a six-month visa and are in 
the seventh or eighth month, they would prob­
ably just be sent back,” Strassberger said.

But Strassberger said harassment and 
inappropriate comments by border agents 
“are not tolerated.”

“We would encourage anyone [who has 
experienced harassment] to file a com­
plaint with the Department of Justice,” 
Strassberger said.

Gay activists who deal with immigra­
tion law and the difficulties faced by bi­
national couples say the hurdles faced by 
same-sex couples are tremendous.

“Much of the detention policy in the 
United States is irrational and is not making 
the U.S. any safer,” said Victoria Neilson, 
legal director of Immigration Equality, a 
group that fights for immigration rights for 
gays and lesbians and offers assistance to

Ricardo Espindola and Wayne Brown were on their way to see Carlsbad Caverns before being stopped at a 
random border patrol 60 miles from the Mexican border. Espindola, an Argentinian who had overstayed his 
visa, was detained 45 days and deported.

:■>

-

I.

■
1/

gay bi-national couples. “Many people with 
no criminal records are being detained for 
long periods of time.”

Neilson said she hears from bi-national 
gay couples who are in desperate situa­
tions every day.

“There are people living under the radar 
screen, people going back and forth to their 
countries of origin in order to retain their 
legal status, and U.S. citizens who leave the 
country permanently to be with their part­
ners,” Neilson said.

Couples head to Canada
Same-sex bi-national couples living in the 

United States have “few options” because they 
can’t marry which is one of the primary 
methods for a foreigner to obtain legal status 
in the U.S., Neilson noted.

She said Immigration Equality has 
received “an increasing amount of calls” 
from people seeking information about 
immigrating to Canada since the govern­
ment there legalized gay marriage.

“It’s becoming a more attractive option 
[for gay bi-national couples] to leave the 
U.S. and live in a country that recognizes 
their relationships,” Neilson said.

Immigration Equality is currently lob­
bying for passage of the Uniting 
American Families Act. The bill would 

allow American citizens to sponsor their 
same-sex partners the same way hetero­
sexual spouses sponsor their partners.

The bill’s lead sponsor in the U.S. House 
is Rep. Jerald Nadler (D-N.Y). It is being 
sponsored by Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) in 
the U.S. Senate.

According to Neilson, 17 nations cur­
rently have laws granting immigration 
equality to same-sex couples. Brown thinks 
those countries that don’t are “breaking up 
families” and causing needless mental and 
physical suffering.

Espindola said he “dared to dream a bet­
ter life” because there are so few opportu­
nities in Argentina.

Despite the deportation ordeal, Espindola 
said, “I love America, always will.” He said 
he was most thankful that America gave him 
the opportunity to “find love with my part­
ner, Wayne, my chosen family”

In his work as a mental health coun­
selor, Brown said he has counseled other 
bi-national couples. But one day last 
September it all hit home for Brown on a 
dusty road in the desert of New Mexico.

“You just don’t think you will be ran­
domly stopped one day and your life turned 
upside down,” he said.

The two men are now planning to move 
together to Canada.
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Jury rejects Texas prison rape suit 
WICHITA FALLS, Texas (AP)—Six prison officials were 
found not liable Tuesday in a federal lawsuit claiming 
they violated a gay convict’s constitutional right against 
cruel and unusual punishment by ignoring his pleas for 
protection from inmate rapes. Roderick Keith Johnson, 
37, had sought unspecified damages against the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justify officials at the Allred 
Unit near Wichita Falls, where he was housed for 18 
months for burglary “I think the trial will have made a 
difference even though it didn’t go our way” said 
Johnson’s attorney Margaret Winter. “I really think it’s 
been a wake-up call to public officials in Texas.” The jury 
of six men and six women deliberated nearly eight hours 
over two days. Johnson, whose nearly four-year prison 
term ended in 2003, testified that prison gangs forced him 
to be their sex slave while the officials never investigated 
his reports of abuse or kept him in a safer area for vul­
nerable inmates. Johnson is gay The defendants and 
other prison employees testified they could not substan­
tiate Johnson’s half a dozen or so rape claims because he 
changed his stories or there was no medical evidence. 
They said Johnson usually seemed upbeat in prison, 
wearing tight pants and flirting with a corrections officer.

Roderick Keith Johnson sued Texas prison 
officials, claiming they failed to protect 
him from being sexually assaulted.

Popular doll-maker targeted 

by conservative activists

NEW YORK (AP) — American Girl, manu­
facturer of a popular line of dolls and chil­
dren’s books, has become the target of con­
servative activists threatening a boycott 
unless the toy maker cuts off contribu­
tions to a youth organization that supports 
abortion rights and acceptance of les­
bians. The protest is directed at an ongoing 
American Girl campaign in which pro­
ceeds from sales of a special “I Can” wrist­
band help support educational and 
empowerment programs of Girls Inc., a 
national nonprofit organization that 
describes its mission as “inspiring girls to 
be strong, smart and bold.” American Girl, 
whose often-patriotic products have long 
had a loyal following among conservatives, 
issued a statement last week defending its 
support of Girls Inc. and assailing the 
protest campaign. “We are profoundly dis­
appointed that certain groups have chosen 
to misconstrue American Girl’s purely 
altruistic efforts and turn them into a 
broader political statement on issues that 
we, as a corporation, have no position,” the 
statement said. The Mississippi-based 
American Family Association, in a cam­
paign launched early last week, is urging 
its members to demand that American 
Girl halt support for Girls Inc., which it 
called “a pro-abortion, pro-lesbian advoca­
cy group.” The Pro-Life Action League, a 
Chicago-based anti-abortion group, also is 
targeting the toy maker.

Log Cabin Republican leader 

hit with pie during speech

DURHAM, N.C. — Speaking at the 
University of North Carolina last week, 
the head of the Log Cabin Republicans 
was the focus of a sweet protest, the 
Herald Sun reported. Patrick Guerriero, 
president of the gay GOP group, was 
about halfway through his speech at UNC 
when an unidentified person threw a pie 
at him. His suit was spattered with the 
pastry, although Guerriero largely avoid­
ed the flying pie.

Gay Village Voice editor 

alleges sexual harassment

NEW YORK — In a federal lawsuit filed last 
week in U.S. District Court, a former editor at 
the alternative weekly Village Voice alleges 
he was sexually harassed and subjected to 
numerous crude comments about his sexual 
orientation before being fired last year, the 
Smoking Gun reported. Richard Goldstein, 
61, who was dismissed from the paper last 
year after 38 years working there, alleges that 
Donald Forst, Voice editor, routinely made 
lewd and insulting comments about 
Goldstein and other workers. The remarks 
allegedly involved gay men, lesbians, and a 
pregnant worker, among others, Goldstein 
said. Known for his coverage of gay issues 
and editing the Voice’s annual “Queer Issue,” 
Goldstein also alleges in the suit that the 
newspaper engaged in age discrimination by 
firing many of its older workers in recent 
years. He seeks more than $1 million in dam­
ages, plus a severance payment for alleged 
breach of contract. The U.S. Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission 
closed its investigation of Goldstein’s claims 
three months ago, stating it was unable to 
prove that the Voice violated any laws.

Utah superintendent warns board 

not to ban Gay-Straight Alliance

PROVO, Utah (AP) — Provo City School 
District Superintendent Randy Merrill has 
warned the school board that trying to ban the 
new Gay-Straight Alliance club at Provo High 
School would get the disfrict in legal trouble. 
“If you deny this particular club, you will go 
to court,” he told the board last week. As a 
result of the Gay-Straight Alliance applica­
tion, the district is considering a policy that 
would establish guidelines for clubs. Among 
other things, it would require parental con­
sent for students to participate in extracurric­
ular clubs. The board may vote on the policy 
at its November meeting. Provo High senior 
Kaisha Medford, who led the effort to found 
the club, said about 50 students have 
expressed interest.

From staff and wire reports

Want a better love life?
These seminars can help

These seminars are excellent for:
Newer couples who want to insure the 
continued success of their relationship 
Established couples who want to strengthen 
and enrich their relationships while avoiding 
pitfalls in the future
Struggling couples who may be considering 
ending their relationships

In this seminar you learn to enhance your 
relationship through:

Improved communication skills
Reduced frustration and blame
Specific skills for increasing happiness
Greater compassion for both yourself and 
your partner
Increased clarity about the stage of 
your relationship
Skills and tools for predicting and shaping 
the future of your relationship
Increased love and passion

In this seminar you learn skills 
which will help you:
• Be attracted to more appropriate people
• Eliminate incompatible people fester
• Learn to hear the truth from

potential partners
• Use the natural progression of relationships 

to predict the outcome
• Get over felling for the wrong ones
• Improve your dating skills
• Understand the on-line problems
• Learn about finding and maintaining lasting, 

loving relationships
• Clarify the kind of relationship you really want

Understanding and Improving Love 
Relationships for couples

These seminars are perfect for
single people who:
• Want to get it right the next time
• Have had unsatisfying experiences with dating

Successful Dating and Mating in the 
21st Century for single people

Tony Carroll, LCSW, has helped thousands of people have happier lives and more successful relationships. Tony is joined

*'•- by his partner, Bruce W. Smith, DOS, in these seminars which offers the unique opportunity for working with real couples.

CALL OR EMAIL FOR MORE INFORMATION & BROCHURE OR TO REGISTER WITH A CREDIT CARD

Tony Carroll, LCSW
1006 Missouri Street • Houston,TX 77006

713-527-0000
Tony@HoustonTherapist.com • www.HoustonTherapist.com

Houston s oldest gay and lesbian psychotherapy and counseling practice.

Gay Couples: September 24 & 25, 2005
Lesbian Couples: October 15 & 16, 2005
Heterosexual Couples: December 3 & 4, 2005
Fee - $225 per couple

Ihese seminars are specifically designed to avoid unwanted or uncomfortable invasions or exposures of privacy.

Single Lesbians: November 12 & 13, 2005 
Heterosexual Singles: October 29 & 30, 2005 
Single Gay Men: January 14 & 15,2006 
Fee - $ 145 per person

50% Package Discount! Look Fabulous for the Holidays!

L A S E

Octavio Barrios, M.D.

Gay owned and operated!

Call for your FREE consultation!

713.942.SKIN (7546)
106 Westheimer at Bagby

See before and after pictures at

www.skinrenaissance.net

Also:
Hair Removal • Acne (active & scars) 

Laser Peel/Resurfacing 

Botox® • Restylane® • Sculptra™

We specialize in cosmetic laser procedures.

5 or 10 years younger
is more affordable

than you think!

Skin Rejuvenation for 
Wrinkles • Rosacea • Melasma 

Brown Spots/Biemishes 

Facial Sagging • Face Veins
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'Bewitched' for a good cause
Cancer fight evolves into 
holiday fund-raising ball
By ELLA TYLER

Halloween has always been a 
favorite holiday for Hillary Woest, 
organizer of the Bewitched Ball, set for 
Oct. 28.

In 1999, the day became especially 
happy for her, coming two days after 
her doctors decided that she was in 
remission from recurrent malignant 
melanoma.

Woest had a party to celebrate, and 
another one the next year, and then the 
celebration became so big she turned it 
into the Bewitched Ball, a fund-raising 
benefit for local charities.

Woest blames Tim Brookover for the 
transformation.

“He was telling me how much the 
Lesbian & Gay Community Center 
needed funds, and I decided to use my 
party to help out,” she said.

The fourth annual ball takes place at 
downtown’s historic Magnolia 
Ballroom. It will include silent and live 
auctions, food and costume contests. 
There will be a cash bar and free valet 
parking. Singer-songwriter Whitney 
McCray performs from 8 p.m. to 9p.m.

“She has such a lovely voice, I’m 
really happy she’s going to be there,” 
Woest said.

McCray’s performance will be fol­
lowed by music and dancing, although 
planning that part of the evening was 
not without difficulties this year.

After the Houston Women’s Festival 
was washed out by Hurricane Rita, 
organizers rescheduled the event for 
Oct. 29, leading Woest to move the 
Bewitched Ball from that evening to 
Oct. 28 so women could attend both 
events.

“[Hurricane] Rita made everything

O MORE INFO
Bewitched Ball
Oct. 28,8 p.m. -1 a.m. o
The Magnolia Ballroom
715 Franklin at Milam
Tickets: $30 advance; $35 door 
Students: $20 advance; $25 door 
$36 ticket includes Women's Festival 
www.bewitchedball.org

Houston Women's Festival
Oct 29, noon -10 p.m.
Jones Plaza, Downtown Houston 
Tickets: $12 advance; $15 door 
www.hwfestival.org 

harder this year, including the fact that 
when the event was rescheduled, we 
lost our disc jockey,” Woest said. “We’re 
still working on that — we thought we 
had someone lined up, but she men­
tioned this week that she doesn’t have 
equipment.”

“I don’t know what else we’re going 
to have,” Woest said. “Ticket sales and 
contributions are slow this year 
because of Rita, but every other year 
people have start getting excited about 
the party about now, and start calling 
and offering to do things. Last year, a 
fortune teller called at the last minute. 
Just today, we found out that Don 
Carlos Catering will provide the food.”

Despite the problems with the disc 
jockey, Woest said holding the ball a 
day earlier should prove a positive 
change for fans of the event and the 
Women’s Festival.

“Now the ball will be the beginning 
of a whole weekend of fun, ” Woest 
said.

“Guys are welcome at the ball too, 
and then they can go play at all the fab­
ulous parties at the bars on Saturday,” 
she added.

Beneficiaries based on need
Hurricane Rita isn’t the only event 

making organizing the Bewitched Ball 
a challenge this year. With a more 
packed schedule, Woest finds herself 
juggling many tasks at once while also 
planning for the event.

“The first years I did this, I owned 
my own business, but this year I’m 
teaching and going to graduate school, 
so it’s hard to balance my time,” she 
said.

Woest is also single this year, but 
admits it makes spending time to get 
the party organized easier on her con­
science.

“I don’t feel torn or guilty about the 
fact that I am missing in action during 
the month of October,” she said. “Even 
when doing good for others, it’s hard to 
know you’re subjecting someone you 
care about to hardly seeing you at all 
for that length of time.”

This year’s proceeds benefit AIDS 
Foundation Houston’s Camp HOPE, 
Bering Omega, Resurrection 
Metropolitan Community Church 
Wellness Ministry, and the Leisure & 
Arts Promoting Healing/Athena Art 
Project Partnership for Women’s 
Programs.

“It’s based on need, and I want it to 
be gay/gay friendly,” Woest said. “AIDS 
Foundation and Bering Omega are big, 
but with all the funding cuts, any con­
tribution helps; and the Wellness 
Ministry and Leisure Arts are both 

new and small, so any contribution 
helps.”

Woest said her best fundraiser made 
about $2,200 after expenses.

Woest, who is founder of Leisure & 
Arts Promoting Healing, chooses the 
beneficiaries herself. The inspiration for 
the organization stems from her illness.

“It’s a very small effort, but we pro­
vide materials and instruction so 
adults with serious illnesses can have a 
‘play day’ like kids do,’rshe said.

'Live every moment'
Woest’s cancer, one in which the 

skin keeps producing melanomas, is 
rare and difficult to treat, she said.

“They told me I had a 15 percent 
chance of seeing 25,” she said. “It took 
three different kinds of chemotherapy 
to finally find one that worked.”

“It was really scary,” Woest said. 
“For the first month, I acted like an ass. 
I was freaking out — here I was, 24 
years old, and I’m going to die.”

She didn’t tell her family for six 
weeks.

“Then I decided that if I only had a 
15 percent chance to live, I didn’t want 
to spend my time acting out and keep­
ing people at a distance,” Woest remem­
bered. “So I sought out friends and 
started to live every moment. I’d go to 
the beach, or drive to Austin and sit on 
Mount Bonnell and drive back. I had 
always been very responsible and con­
genial, but I spent some time just being 
a kid.”

Woest said she also began meditat­
ing and painting. “I had painted before, 
but I was always very self-critical, so I 
just let myself have fun and my work 
got better.”

Surprising the doctors, Woest 
turned 30 years old in March.

“There’s no way I could have done it 
except for the people in my life,” she 
said.

For her fifth anniversary last year, 
when she was considered cured, she 
held only a small party. “I had about 50 
people a< the house. I just wanted to 
embrace the people who got me through 
this,” she said.

Auctions planned
Susan Serice, a volunteer with 

Leisure Arts, is helping Woest organize 
the Bewitched Ball. She is collecting 
silent auction donations, and says par­
tygoers can bid on art, massages “and 
I’m working on getting some flying and 
horseback riding lessons donated too.”

Some of the donors will auction off 
their gifts themselves. One of the items 
to be auctioned off is a two-hour play 
‘day’ with Hillary and Susan. “I helped
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Singer-songwriter Whitney McCray performs at 8 
p.m. at the Bewitched Ball, a fund-raising event 
founded by cancer survivor Hillary Woest (bottom).

with an art class this summer, and it is 
a very interesting project, so I’m glad I 
have the chance to help support the 
group,” Serice said.

Serice said she is looking forward to 
the party and has already decided on 
her costume.

“I’ve decided to go as Kelly 
Clarkson,” she said. “People tell me I 
look sort of like her, so I’ve decided to 
go all out and have a friend fix my 
makeup and hair like in one of her 
videos.”

Woest said one of the reasons she loves 
Halloween is because her mother always 
made her “any costume I wanted.”

She has picked out her costume this 
year, but isn’t telling what it is — at 
least not on the record.
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out in Houston (Photos by Dalton DeHart)
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The cast and crew of the hit musical ’Chicago' unwinds after their performance at Artista Restaurant during a ’Cast and Friends' party. The 
performance was part of Theatre Under the Stars' Out in TUTS event, a special night targeting gay men and lesbians. Dance Force Houston, a 
local dance group at The Collins Compound, treated the cast to a high-energy performance.

'f

Empress Chanel Cartier (Sean Carter) and Emperor Mar Cohen rule at 
the Imperial Court of Houston—Space City Empire 2005 event.

www.orbitz.com/gaytravel

Save big when you put together a custom, gay-friendly 
vacation package for a great price at Orbitz — 

it’s the faster, easier way to find the trip you want!

So visit Orbitz.com today and book your 
flight and hotel together—you could 

save up to $184!*

BRBITZ
AND GO!“
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editorial

Out, out 
damn celebs!
From Anderson Cooper to Jodie Foster, it's time 

for the rich and famous to stop playing games 

and start answering 'the question.'

ATIONAL COMING OUT 
Day came and went last 
week without any public 
declarations from celebri­
ties or other public figures 
long rumored to be gay, but 
who simply refuse to

acknowledge their sexual orientation.
It’s a long and varied list, from A-list 

Hollywood celebrities to popular televi­
sion anchors to prominent politicians.

These closet cases choose to hide and 
deceive — and to protect their incomes 
and images — at the expense of con­
tributing important weight and star 
power to the gay civil rights movement.

When rich, famous, wildly successful 
Americans refuse to acknowledge their 
sexual orientation, they contribute to 
keeping us at the margins of society and 
send a message that homosexuality is 
somehow shameful.

There is nothing more ridiculous than 
a public figure refusing to reveal whether 
he or she is straight — no heterosexual 
person would deny being straight.

ANDERSON COOPER MAY BE THE 
most ubiquitous personality on cable tele­
vision these days. Popping up on a best- 
dressed or most-beautiful-people list, pro­
filed in magazines or penning a column for 
Details magazine, Cooper gets a lot of ink. 
But in all the fawning stories about his 
good looks, sartorial smarts, family wealth 
and status as one of TV’s biggest rising 
stars, one key detail is always missing.

Cooper, the popular CNN anchor, coyly 
refused to answer “the question” in a 
recent lengthy profile in New York maga­
zine. Though long rumored to be gay — 
he once suggested he is gay in comments 
made at a GLAAD Media Awards event — 
Cooper chooses the closet over honesty

“The whole thing about being a reporter 
is that you’re supposed to be an observer 
and to be able to adapt with any group 
you’re in,” Cooper told New York maga­
zine, “and I don’t want to do anything that

threatens that.”
Does he believe that female and African- 

American reporters lack credibility to 
cover stories since their minority status is 
showing? Should any heterosexuals who 
let it slip that they’re married to someone 
of the opposite sex be kept off the air, or 
does his rule apply only to gay journalists?

(Note to Cooper: I have been a journalist 
for as long as you have and being open 
about my sexual orientation has never cost 
me a job, a story, a source or a promotion.)

Cooper isn’t the only well-known TV 
personality hiding his sexual orientation. 
Shepard Smith, who hosts a popular pro­
gram on Fox News and received wide­
spread praise for his work covering 
Hurricane Katrina’s aftermath, also dodges 
questions about his sexual orientation.

Smith once chatted me up in a New 
York City gay piano bar, bought me drinks, 
and invited me back to his place. When I 
declined, he asked me to dinner the next 
night, another invitation I politely refused.

We sat at the bar chatting and drink­
ing martinis until 3 a.m., our conversa­
tion interrupted only when he paused to 
belt out the lyrics to whatever showtune 
was being performed.

THERE ARE, OF COURSE, MUCH BIGGER 
stars that remain in the closet. Jodie Foster’s 
recent film “Flightplan” spent two weeks 
atop the box office charts. She, too, continues 
to refuse any discussion of her private life.

Incredibly, even Sean Hayes, who plays 
the flamboyantly gay character Jack on 
NBC’s “Will & Grace,” won’t say whether 
he’s gay. Maybe when his hit show ends 
its run this year and the acting roles dry 
up, Hayes will muster the “courage” to 
appear on the cover of the Advocate.

Ironically Hollywood and New York are 
regarded as two of the most liberal places 
on earth. And yet those who inhabit some of 
ffie highest positions of visibility and power 
in those communities remain in the closet.

It’s the same story in Washington, 
D.C., where with a few rare exceptions — 
Reps. Barney Frank (D-Mass.), Tammy 
Baldwin (D-Wisc.) and Jim Kolbe (R-

Ariz.) — lawmakers and their most sen­
ior advisers dodge and weave when asked 
about their sexual orientation.

Congressman Mark Foley (R-Fla.) 
became the poster child for closet cases 
when he refused to answer questions 
about whether he is gay In 2003, the 
Express Gay News, a Fort Lauderdale 
paper affiliated with the Blade, and an 
alternative weekly in West Palm Beach 
published stories saying Foley is gay.

Foley refused to confirm or deny the 
paper’s report. He later ended his bid for 
the U.S. Senate, citing family reasons.

When Rep. David Dreier’s (R-Calif.) 
name was floated as a replacement for 
indicted House Majority Leader Tom 
DeLay, then promptly withdrawn, specu­
lation swirled that anti-gay conservatives 
had quashed his promotion because of 
rumors Dreier is gay. Dreier has similarly 
refused to answer “the question.”

THANKFULLY, THERE ARE A HANDFUL 
of out public figures giving us visibility. 
Rupert Everett, Rosie O’Donnell, Ellen 
DeGeneres and Melissa Etheridge come 
to mind, proving that living an honest life 
doesn’t mean the death knell for a career 
in the public eye.

The biggest sleeping asset in the fight 
for full gay equality lies in the shadows of 
the closet. When we live openly, we force 
those around us to reconsider their nega­
tive views of homosexuality That’s when 
the stereotypes give way to understand­
ing and real change occurs.

No Human Rights Campaign ad cam­
paign in the “red states” can produce the 
impact of gays who live in those states 
actually coming out.

How can we expect the construction 
worker making $20,000 a year to come out 
when the rich and pampered are still hid­
ing in the closet? How will gays living in 
Peoria find the fortitude to live honest 
lives, when the gay denizens of New York 
and Hollywood won’t?

No one is asking Anderson Cooper to 
wear a pink triangle on the air or Jodie 
Foster to ride with the “Dykes on Bikes” 
contingent. Simply acknowledging the 
truth — whatever it is — would be enough.

We need role models and spokespeople to 
boost visibility increase understanding and, 
most importantly to inspire those living less 
privileged fives to come out and stand up to 
those who would deny us the right to marry, 
to adopt children and to go to work free from 
the prospect of legal discrimination.

Shame on the rich 
and famous closet 
cases who have let us 
down.

JSk Kevin Naff is man- 

aging editor of the 
Washington Blade 

and can be reached at 
knaff@washblade.com. I

By KEVIN NAFF
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Cleo Manago founded the Black Men's 
Xchange and spoke at last weekend's 

Millions More rally; he can be reached at 
cleomanago@aoLcom.

Oiflt CLEO MANAGO

Louis Farrakhan chose me to speak 

because he wanted a homosexual who 

affirmed black people culturally.

Same-gender love 
at Millions More
THE MILLIONS MORE MOVEMENT 
rally last weekend on the National Mall 
in Washington, D.C., was historic for 
same-gender-loving, gay and lesbian-iden­
tified and bisexual black people, and for 
gay people generally.

At the 10th anniversary of the 
Million Man March, I had the honor of 
addressing the massive crowd specifi­
cally as a same-gender-loving man of 
African descent.

Flanked by John-Martin Green 
and Leo Singleton — two leaders of 
the Black Men’s Xchange in New 
York City — I proudly represented our 
organization. From the momentous 
MMM podium, I eagerly shared 
BMX’s purpose: to affirm, unify and 
educate SGL people, and a diverse 
black community.

“As we plan for the political and eco­
nomic strengthening of our communities, 
so that the framework is not vulnerable 
to inter-group conflict, we have to take 
care of our people,” I said. Because move­
ments are made up of people.
ALONG THE LINES OF MINISTER 
Louis Farrakhan’s brilliant MMM plan, I 

suggest there be mental health and 
restoration intervention for black 
people — because many of us need it.

We need cultural affirmation courses 
because many of us do not know who we 
are. We need healing opportunities par­
ticular to the black experience that 
explicitly acknowledge our diversity, 
which would include same-gender-loving 
sisters and brothers, non-religious folks, 
powerful women, people who are differ- 
ently-abled physically, and others loyal to 
black unity, life and success.

I discussed the importance of acknowl­
edging and affirming SGL and bisexual 
folks as part of the healing necessary for 
the black family.

I said more, but with more than 100 
speakers ahead of me, my presentation 
was short. I had planned to discuss SGL 
sisters, black masculinity conflict, ways 
of resolving HIV/AIDS, the importance 
of nurturing black children and allow­
ing them to blossom into who they real­
ly are, including when they are same- 
gender-loving.

There was not enough time. In closing, 
as I bid the audience affection and 

respect, we received rousing applause 
and love in response.

Upon leaving the platform, we were 
mobbed with accolades from Dr. Maulana 
Karenga, the creator of Kwanzaa, Kwame 
M. Kilpatrick, the mayor of Detroit, Dr. 
Julianne Malveaux, and various mem­
bers of the Nation of Islam.

“Thank you, brother,” said one well- 
wisher. “You gave me something impor­
tant to think about.” ‘

“That was powerful, man,” said anoth­
er. “Keep up the great work, and thank 
you for presenting.”

Throughout the day, all I received was 
positive energy.

A PARTICULARLY MOVING MOMENT 
came when I happened upon a crowd of 
brothers and sisters clad in beautiful 
black BMX T-shirts. These were BMX 
members, and heterosexual allies, who 
had taken a chartered bus to the event. 
They had gathered together in front of 
the stage in support of our presentation. 
We were all proud.

Brothers and sisters from the crowd, 
including some mothers and fathers 
with children, approached our group to 
congratulate us, and congratulate me 
on my talk.

Also wonderful was the pride-filled 
and dignified smiles on the faces of BMX 

members and allies who realized that 
everyone approaching us knew we were 
homosexual and bisexual men. And this 
did not prevent us from being embraced.

Heterosexual and SGL individuals, 
couples, family members and the press 
asked to take photographs with us, and 
we did. Never once were we knowingly 
disrespected, or frowned upon.

This time, a decade after I was origi­
nally scheduled to speak at the first 
Million Man March, the Millions More 
Movement organizers had actively sought 
the involvement of same-gender-loving 
and bisexual black people.

But it was important to the Nation of 
Islam that everyone invited also affirmed 
black people culturally, politically, behav- 
iorally and intellectually. With this in 
mind, Minister Farrakhan, as advised by 
powerful people within his organization, 
chose the Black Men’s Xchange to repre­
sent at the historic event.

All things are possible with black peo­
ple, through love, cultural resonance and 
a respectful approach to our challenging 
issues. Most importantly, “self-love is its 
own reward.”

organizations like 
Gay Men's Chorus 
of Houston and

is the ii 
or significant

Hi

Bayou City 
Women's Chorus?

Music has the power to bring 
voice to every dimension of the 
human spirit. Gay Men's Chorus 
of Houston and Bayou City 
Women's Chorus is a committed 
musical family determined to 
change the world through sign­
ing.

James Knapp, 47 
Houston 

Artistic Director 
of Bayou City Arts

Gay Men's Chorus of Houston 
and Bayou City Women's Chorus 
are not only organizations that 
bridge the gap in the city of 
Houston regarding awareness of 
all cultures and lifestyles, but it 
provides a unique opportunity 
for men and women already 
bonded by a unique way to 
express themselves through the 
universal language of music. 
What a joy life is.

Kenneth Claybome, 43 
Houston 

Music teacher

ft

Gay Men's Chorus of Houston 
and the Bayou City Women's 
Chorus show the greatness that 
can be achieved when we 
embrace the diversity within our 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans­
gender community.

Richard Hudkins, 58 
Houston 

Treasurer

The groups represent our com­
munity in all its diversity and 
greatest gifts of talent.

Tom Crow, 63 
Houston 

Hair stylist

They help bring the gay and les­
bian community to the people of 
Houston with a rich and positive 
voice.

Paul Schenk, 46
Seabrook

NASA Geologist

Sound off about what's happening in your world at www.houstonvoice.com/soundoff. Interviews and photos by Dalton DeHart
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“Unfortunately, it’s the crossroads where Katrina meets Rita. I always knew I was 
against same-sex unions.”

U.S. Sen. David Vitter (R-La.), on how the city of Lafayette has become a refuge for 
hurricane victims (Baton Rogue Advocate, Oct. 13)

“I’ve always wanted to marry Elton John.”
Singer Barry Manilow at the Society of Singers’annual Ella Awards (Reuters, Oct. 10)

“I couldn’t have married you, Barry. There would have been too much fuss in front 
of the mirror.”

Singer Elton John ’s reply at the same ceremony (Reuters, Oct. 10)

“Over time, Out [magazine] has made one thing clear: Pretending to be gay is kinda 
cool; actually being gay kills not only showbiz careers but circulation numbers, too.”

Gay columnist Hank Stuever, on the plethora of gayfor-pay actors who appear on the 
cover of Out magazine (Washington Post, Oct. 16)

“I think they would be great — and I’m including my granddaughters and my grand 
son. It’s hard to know where his inclination is. He’s 16 months old.”

Lynne Cheney, conservative wife of the vice president, on whether her two daughters, 
one of whom is openly gay and the other married with kids, should run for office (Time 
magazine, Oct. 24)

“That depends how drunk I get. Seriously, I’m very comfortable with my sexuality 
and whomever I want to date.”

David Nieves, a contestant on last season’s “Strip Search” VH-1 reality show, on 
whether he is gay; Nieves is opening a gay bar in Dallas (Dallas Voice, Oct. 14)

“They are perverse, self-centered and morally deprived individuals who are spread­
ing their psychological disease into every area of our lives. Homosexual rights 
activists and those that defend them, are just as immoral as the pedophiles, drug deal­
ers and pimps that plague our communities.”

Rev. Stephen Boissoin, in a letter published in the Red Deer Advocate in Alberta, 
Canada; the Alberta Human Rights Commission is investigating him for inciting hatred 
(Toronto Globe & Mail, Oct. 17)

“You’re very perceptive ... because that does happen, even in the most innocent of 
places.... You have to watch out for children’s programs today as well because they’ll 
slip it in there.”

Tim Wildmon, radio host of the Christian 
broadcasting network American Family Radio, 
responding to a caller complaining about gay con­
tent on cable networks HGTV and Animal Planet 
(Media Matters, Oct. 11)

“It could end up restricting entry into the 
priesthood to heterosexuals, which is a de 
facto extension of the existing teachings. 
Even worse, it would place homosexuals into 
the position of hiding their orientation, lying 
and suppressing their identity or not entering 
the church.”

R. Scott Appleby, a professor of religious histo­
ry at the University of Notre Dame, on a forthcom­
ing Vatican statement on gays and the priesthood 
(Associated Press, Oct. 14)

“Most priests are gay, you know.”
Madonna, in a clip from her new tour docu­

mentary “Pm Going To Tell You A Secret”
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When in Rome
Lesbian relationship 

on new HBO show 
seems too easy.
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cult of personality
NEW FILM REKINDLES INTEREST IN LIFE OF GAY WRITER TRUMAN CAPOTE

-

“IN COLD BLOOD” WAS PUBLISHED FIRST AS a series in 
“The New Yorker” in 1965 and then as a book in 1966.

While true crime stories are immensely popular 
today, “In Cold Blood” helped firmly establish the new 
genre. The book was revolutionary and an immediate 
popular success. A New York Times headline announced 
that Capote had made $2 million off “In Cold Blood,” an 
amazing amount for any book, but particularly for a seri-

Truman Capote in 1948, a year after his debut novel, 
"Other Voices, Other Rooms," was published. Capote's 
biographer, Gerald Clarke, says that semi-biographical 
"Other Voices, Other Rooms" is a coming out story 
of a young boy. (Photo by AP and Attila 
Dory/Sony Pictures Classic)

T’S HARD FOR A FIGURE LIKE 
Truman Capote to ever die.

The gay writer passed on in 1984 
after years of alcohol and drug abuse, 
but the legacy of his unforgettable 
persona is currently enjoying a 
major revival, thanks to several

recently published books and a new film that is already 
generating Oscar buzz.

A book of his letters, “Too Brief a Treat” edited by 
his biographer, Gerald Clarke, was published in 
December of last year. A graphic novel called “Capote in 
Kansas” came out in July. “Capote,” a film about his 
experience writing “In Cold Blood,” his landmark non­
fiction novel, opens in D.C. on Friday, Oct. 21, and yet 
another film about Capote is due to be released next year.

It’s the sort of hubbub and recognition that would 
have excited Capote, well known for his love of celebri­
ty and public attention.

Publicly Capote was vivacious, witty and charming. 
But it was his private side — wounded, alcoholic and 
depressed — that has captivated the writers and filmmak­
ers exploring his life.

“What I liked about Capote was his split between his 
public and private lives,” says Bennett Miller, director of 
“Capote,” which stars Phillip Seymour Hoffman in a much- 
talked-about turn in the title role. “All of that personality 
belied a lonelier and more desperate person.”

Capote grew up in what biographer Clarke describes 
as an “unpleasant” environment. His mother was an 
alcoholic who verbally abused him before abandoning 
him to the care of his elderly cousins.

“His mother gave him a lot of grief over being gay,” 
Clarke says. “A lot of grief. She was an alcoholic, and 
when she would get drunk she would say ‘You’re a fag, 
you’re a fag.’”

Capote’s charm and fame led him to repress the 
negativity of his upbringing as he approached adult­
hood, however.

What is also intriguing about the differences between 
Capote’s public and private selves is that, according to 

• biographers, there is seemingly no parallel discord 
regarding his sexual orientation.

“[Capote] did not have it in his constitution to be in 
the closet,” says Miller, a sentiment that Clarke echoes.

“He couldn’t hide it,” Clarke says. “When he grew 
up, which was in the early ‘40s, at a time of great homo­
phobia, he fit many of the stereotypes of the homosexu­
al. He had a high-pitched voiced, somewhat effeminate 

FAITH FOR BEGINNERS': Acclaimed gay 
author explores culture of struggle. Page 17

GROOVING AGAIN: / 
finalizes divorce from 

mannerisms and didn’t hide it.”
Clarke’s 2001 book, “Capote: A Biography,” relays an 

anecdote of Capote reading at the University of 
Florida, at which a student asked, “Are you a homosex­
ual?” According to the account, Capote paused and then 
replied, “Is that a proposition?”

Clarke says that Capote’s first published novel, 1948’s 
“Other Voices, Other Rooms,” published when the writer 
was just 23, is a subtle account of coming out.

“If you read that, it really is a coming out 
story,” Clarke says. “The word homosexual 
was not used ... but it’s an elegant story 
of a boy, a young boy, discovering his 
sexuality.”

Clarke also points to Capote’s 
famous novella, “Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s,” published in 1958 as 
a story of a young girl and her 
gay friend.

“There’s no romance [in the 
book], as there is in the 
movie,” Clarke says, referenc­
ing the 1961 Audrey Hepburn 
classic. “Truman’s character 
in ‘Breakfast at Tiffany’s’ was 
really like Truman. He was 
sort of asexual in the book. 
They don’t go off in the sunset 
together at all.”

Thomas Dukes, professor of 
English at the University of Akron, 
says that Capote helped establish the 
“quintessential homosexual writing 
style of the period.”

Dukes characterizes the style as “a 
sensitive hero, male protagonist, closet­
ed by the standards of today, but coded. 
There would be the sensitivity to the 
environment, to feelings, particularly with 
close relationships with women, and you 
see that in his writing — everything from the 
‘Glass Harp’ to ‘Breakfast at Tiffany’ s’ — par­
ticularly in his short writing,” Dukes says.

By KATHERINE VOLIN

Please see CAPOTE on Page 19
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CHICAGO
OCTOBER 11-23

HOBBY CENTER

OUT@TUTS — Wednesday, October 12
Would you like to mingle with the cast and listen to some fabulous cabaret 

music? After the performance join your GLBT friends at Artista.
You’H enjoy complimentary hors d’oeuvres and drinks at Happy Hour prices.

Groups of 15+ call 713.558.8888 for special discounts.

Stanford Financial Groi t

HOUSTON 
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AESfflUACES
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Continental
Airlines

IAY LOAN CENTER
866 502-LEND

All Credit Welcome ♦ Custom Loan Programs 
Our reputation is for Great Deals & Great Service!

GAYLOANCENTER.COM 2951 Marina Bay Or.^130-299 League City, TX 77573
If you have any club announcements or 

events, email them to 
jhooks@houstonvoice.com or call 

713-529.-8490. See you on the Go-Go!

life JOHNNY HOOKS
Gay fans cheer Astros, Babs releases 

comeback CD, and exhibit remembers 

the woman who would be queen.

Houston gets World Serious
WHILE JR’S WAS CELEBRATING ITS 
23rd birthday Wednesday night, it was 
the city of Houston that got the pres­
ent. Our Astro’s are going to the World 
Series! The first World Series ever 
played in Texas!

With the final out, Meteor exploded 
as if Proposition 2 had been defeated, 
JR’s had more men hugging and kiss­
ing than “Brokeback Mountain” and 
downtown looked like Mardi Gras. As 
the city gears up for games 3, 4, and 5 
to be played here and the mega-party it 
will bring, gay boys and girls have lots 
of ways to celebrate our Astros’ win.

SPEAKING OF AMAZING COMEBACKS, 
everyone has been talking about Barbra of 
late with her new CD out. Here’s your 
chance to celebrate her gazilhonth num­
ber one. Friday, Oct. 21, at Guava Lamp, 
HotGG’s old school friend, DJ Chris 
Allen, spins “Guilty Pleasures.”

From 11 p.m. on you can get your 
hands on albums, samplers, posters, and 
postcards. It’s been 25 years since she 
first worked with Bee Gee Barry Gibb on 
“Guilty” and now they are back.

Chris also sent over a remix of 
Madonna’s new song “Hung Up” from 
her forthcoming album “Confessions on 
a Dance Floor.” Miss Madge Ka-blah- 
blah finally returns to her darkened 
roots, with an album of fabulous dance 
tunes. Yay! Check out more from Allen at 
www.djchrisallen.com and hear his music 
at www.myspace.com/djchrisallen.

NOW ONTO A REAL QUEEN. WELL, 
she would have been had she lived.
Better than Lady Cornhole or whatever 
they’re calling Camilla (now that’s a 
good costume!) these days. The 
Houston Museum of Natural 
Science is proud to present “Diana: A 
Celebration” opening Oct. 21.

This exhibit simply must be seen to 
be believed. Of course no picture of a 
princess is complete without a tiara 
and other items of glamorous jewelry 
See her Tiara Gallery! The Royal 
Wedding Gallery features her wedding 
dress and its 25-foot train — surely, the 
crowning jewel of this exhibition.

Diana loved clothes, and we loved 
(almost) everything she wore. The Style & 
Fashion Gallery features 27 outfits from 
the early 1980s to her last public engage­
ment. Other galleries spotlight her pass­
ing, her humanitarian work and more. 
Houston Museum of Natural Science is 
located at One Hermann Circle Drive. For 
information and tickets call 713- 639-4629.

The late Princess of Wales is remembered in an 
exhibit opening Oct. 21 at the Houston Museum of 
Natural Science.

Jr A
a celebration

Magic presents “Desperate Montrose 
Housewives” on Saturday Oct. 22, and 
Sunday Oct. 23, in Zilkha Hall at the 
Hobby Center for the Performing Arts.

In true Halloween Magic style, the 
neighbors on Wisteria Lane are in for a 
bumpy ride, thanks to their promise of 
being an “equal opportunity offender.” 
But all in jest of course! This year, 
Bree Van de Kamp, Fairview’s most 
celebrated hostess, plans a dinner 
party like no other but despite elabo­
rate planning and attention to every 
detail, her plans go awry.

“Desperate Montrose Housewives” 
will combine the music, the dancing, 
the hi-jinks and the sarcastic wit that 
past shows have been known for. See 
www.halloweenmagic.org for tickets.

SEE NAKED MEN! GOT YOUR 
attention? Well don’t forget the debut of 
the new 2006 calendar, “Shadows,” from 
David Lewis and Rob Tomlin on 
Saturday, Oct. 22, at Meteor from 6 p.m. 
until 9 p.m. A cash bar will offer happy 
hour prices and there will be a silent auc­
tion. Models from the calendar project 
will be on hand to greet guests. The cal­
endars sell for $10.

THE BACON IS BROKEN! PLEASE help 
out Richard Lyders, a Houston actor 
who suffered a major injury during 
Hurricane Rita, Sunday, Oct. 23, from 4 
to 9 p.m. at the Axiom, 2524 McKinney

DON’T FORGET THESE TWO “MUST 
see” events this weekend. Halloween
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■music KEVIN NAFF
FIwB"] Witha new ^hum, tour documentary 

and even her own custom iPod, Madonna 

mav iust be more fabulous than ever.

'Hung up' on Madge

AND WHAT’S A MADONNA 
CD release without a little 
controversy? In interviews 
in the UK. and with

town, “I Love New York.”
But the album and new single aren’t the 

only projects keeping Madonna busy these 
days. She’s also set to release the long-await­
ed documentary of last year’s “Re-Invention 
Tour,” called “I’m Going To Tell You A 

Secret,” which airs Friday, Oct. 21 at 10 
p.m. on MTV and will be repeated on 
VH1 and the new gay network Logo 

next week.
The documentary features 

footage of Madonna as she pre­
pares for her world tour. Unlike 
her last behind-the-scenes 
concert film, the critically 
acclaimed “Truth or Dare,” 
this latest effort will proba­
bly focus more on matters of 
family and faith than fash­

ion and sex.
In other news, 

Madonna has
. embraced iPod, with 

an array of her 
videos now available 
for $1.99 download 
on the new iPod

I video device from 
Apple. There’s 
reportedly even a 
customized Madonna 
iPod Nano in the

J? works that comes pre- 
y loaded with her entire 
|F back catalogue of songs.

Oh, and it’s pink.

A MADONNA FAN’S CUP RUNNETH OVER 
these days, as the 47-year-old gay icon and 
queen of pop prepares to unleash a series of 
projects sure to please her loyal subjects.

First up is the release of a new single, 
“Hung Up,” a catchy dance track 
that Madonna has described 
as “future disco.” The single 
was officially released this 
week, though Internet spoil­
ers leaked the song last 
week, prompting radio sta­
tions to play it early.

It features an Abba sam­
ple from the 1979 hit song 
“Gimme Gimme Gimme” 
and light-hearted lyrics 
that are a welcome 
departure from the 
heavy-handed “American 
Life,” which was the low­
est-selling Madonna 
record ever. The 
video will pre­
miere on VH1 
later this 
month.

Abba’s song­
writers, Benny 
Andersson and 
Bjorn Ulvaeus, told 
the U.K. newspaper 
Telegraph that “Hung 
Up” marks just the sec­
ond time Abba has 
agreed to allow its 
music to be sampled.

“We get so many 
requests from people 
wanting to use our tracks 
but we normally say ‘no’.

At 47, Madonna is busier than ever 
with a new album, tour documen­
tary and more treats for her count­

less gay fans.

... We said ‘yes’ this time because we admire 
Madonna so much and always have done. 
She has got guts and has been around for 21 
years. That is not bad going,” Andersson 
told the paper, adding that the Abba pair 
agreed to Madonna’s sampling request only 
after striking a lucrative copyright deal that 
gives them a significant share of royalties.

ALL OF THE SONGS ON THE UPCOMING 
new album, “Confessions on a Dance 
Floor,” due out Nov. 15, are reportedly 
danceable. The pop chameleon has 
embraced a flame-haired disco persona 
this time out, which seems to be resonat­
ing with fans — the album is already No.
1 on the Amazon.com pre-order chart.

According to Madonnalicious.com, the 
authoritative site for Madge news, other 
singles on the new album include, “Get 
Together,” “Sorry,” “Future Lovers,” “Let 
It Will Be,” “Forbidden Love,” “Jump,” 
“How High,” “Isaac,” “Push,” “Like It Or 
Not,” and a tribute to her former home­

Newsweek, Madonna is starting to sound like 
that other big gay icon, Mommie Dearest.

She tells Newsweek that she’s the discipli­
narian at home with 9-year-old Lourdes and 
5-year-old Rocco. The kids are not allowed to 
watch TV (“it’s trash”), read magazines or, 
apparently, ingest milk or ice cream.

(No word on whether the kids are 
allowed to sneak a peek at any of mama’s 
TV appearances this week.)

And if you really want to send the 
Maternal Girl into a fit of rage that would 
make Joan Crawford proud, then dare to 
leave your clothes on the floor. When 
Lourdes violates the no-clothes-on-the- 
floor rule, Madonna says she confiscates 
the clothing until Lourdes earns the 
frocks back with chores.

This Madonna-thon is what we’ve 
come to expect — luscious new photos of 
Madonna inhabiting a new persona, a 
press tour filled with shocking new reve­
lations about her private life and, most 
importantly, hot dance beats.

r

Y'dAX’
UPPER DECK HOTEL & BAR SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

30 MINUTES FROM MEXICO

TWO HOT TUBS

NEW HEATED SWIMMING POOL

BAR AND RESTAURANT

FISHING, HORSEBACK RIDING, WIND SURFING, 

SAILING AND MUCH MORE!

1/2 BLOCK FROM THE BEACH

TRAVEL AGENT BOOKINGS WELCOME

HOTEL & BAR
h UkX k A s

956-761-5953 • GayPadre@UpperDeckHotel.com 

www.UpperDeckHotel.com

UPPER DECK

voice
Help Wanted
Window Media, publisher of the Houston Voice, 

seeks sales representatives for its growing 
Houston display sales departments.

Successful candidates will be self-motivated, ener­
getic individuals with strong presentation skills and 

a burning desire to succeed. Experience 
in advertising sales preferred.

k Competitive compensation package and bene-
fits.

L Equal opportunity employer.

jk Contact Carrie Fisher at
L cfisher@window-media.com
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Just because the state 
does not recognize it.

■ ■

■

Does not mean you can't.

Galaxie Jewelers
We Create the Unusual

Houston Voice Readers Choice — Best Jeweler of the City 2004

MEMBEa

2511 Sunset Blvd, (near Kirby) 

713.521.2511

2001MCAF Diamond Star Award
•1;wtiXzjio

TheGalaxieJewelers.com
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Featuring: Kathy Griffin, 

the Diva of the D-List

Music by
Rotel & The Hot Tomatoes

InterContinental Hotel 
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The nonchalant lesbian love affair between

two upper-class women on HBO's historical 

drama seems too good to be true, and it is.

©Vision BRIAN MOYLAN

Octavia (Kerry Condon, left) and Servilia (Lindsay Duncan) seem to enter into a sexual relationship without 
much thought about the consequences. (Photo by Franco Biciocchi/HBO)
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When in 'Rome'...
ONCE, DURING A SAME-SEX 
commitment ceremony, a gay friend of 
mine leaned over while the vows were 
being exchanged and said, “Is it just me, or 
does this just not feel like a real wedding?” 

At the time, I shushed him so that we 
wouldn’t disturb the ceremony, but I 
thought about his comment for days. He 
was right—it didn’t feel the same. After 
years of many religions, some governments 
and mainstream society in general telling 
us that gay and lesbian relationships won’t 
last, aren’t worthy of recognition and are 
inferior to heterosexual relationships, it’s 
no wonder that some of us feel that way 

The scribes behind HBO’s popular new 
series “Rome,” which airs Sundays at 9 p.m., 
want us to think that long, long ago, in an 
empire far, far away things were not always 
that way In the episode that debuted Sunday 
Oct 9, Julius Caesar’s great niece Octavia 
(Kerry Condon) and his former lover 
Servilia (Lindsay Duncan) surprised view­
ers by starting a sexual relationship.

No, it wasn’t surprising that this sexually 
graphic show portrayed two women kissing 
— or getting really hot and heavy on the Oct. 
16 episode — but that these two women, both 
fresh out of failed relationships with men, so 
blithely enter into a same-sex relationship 
without first considering the consequences.

For many modern Americans, such a 
step requires much hair-pulling angst, 
waffling uncertainty and eventually a 
tentative acceptance. That these two 
could embrace without worrying about 
the implications is just staggering.

HISTORICAL ACCOUNTS SHOW THAT 
Octavia and Servilia’s nonchalance is 
right on for the times, especially for two 
people of the upper classes. The culture 
had a free-wheeling attitude about sexual

O MORE INFO

Rome’ 
HBO
Sundays at 9 p.m.

expression, including a creation myth 
that says the creator Prometheus got 
drunk when forming the sex organs, 
which is what accounts for the varied 
expressions of gender and orientation.

It’s generally believed that the 
Romans, like the Greeks, were familiar 
with homosexuality and allowed for its 
expression in certain relationships — like 
older men with younger men and aristo­
cratic men with their slaves. On “Rome,” 
Caesar’s bitchy niece Atia (Polly Walker) 
is pleased when she (erroneously) thinks 
her teenage son Octavian (Max Pirkis) 
has taken Caesar as a lover.

Not much has been written about lesbian 
relationships, but there are classical 
accounts of both sexual and romantic rela­
tionships between women.

WHILE IT’S NICE TO IMAGINE A SOCIETY 
where same-sex relations are so glibly 
accepted, something about it just seems too 
easy It’s like Octavia and Servilia’s love 
would be that much stronger if they had to 
make significant risks to pursue it. Or 
maybe we just aren’t used to seeing lesbian 
love depicted onscreen without the compli­
cations of religious intolerance and societal 
wrath closely attached.

The women’s relationship is central to 
die episode that airs on Sunday Oct. 29, and 
is tested when they are both faced with the 
fallout from their past relationships with 
men. Without giving too much away let’s 
say it’s hard for them to hold their feelings 
for each other in high esteem when faced 
with their more socially condoned love for 
men. Like all of us, they finally have to 
fight to determine their true feelings.

Even in such a permissive society 
Octavia and Servilia are still leaning 
across the pew whispering that theirs 
isn’t a real relationship. While it’s sad to 
see that this ancient paradise couldn’t 
last for gay television audiences, it’s 
another reminder that, even after thou­
sands of years, we have to fight even 
harder for the world and each other to 
accept cur relationships as valid.
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Oks GREG MARZULLO
Gay author Aaron Hamburger talks about 

creative inspiration, the Israeli gay scene 

and living the literary lifestyle in Rome.

A Roman holiday
AARON HAMBURGER, 32-YEAR-OLD GAY 
author of “Faith for Beginners,” says it 
was an epigram from a friend that 
inspired his first novel.

“I had a friend in Israel who said to 
me, ‘To live — it’s enough,’” he says. This 
quote becomes a central theme for the 
novel’s characters who struggle to find 
their place in a culture of suffering.

The fruit of this inspiration hit the 
stores on Oct. 11, and Hamburger will be 
promoting the work with a series of read­
ings and signings across the country. 
Unfortunately, no stops are scheduled yet 
in Texas.

Hamburger is currently living in Rome 
after winning the prestigious Rome Prize 
from the American Academy of Arts & 
Letters, which gives emerging artists, schol­
ars, architects, musicians and writers a 
place to work in the Italian capital for a year.

The author’s first work was a collec­
tion of short stories titled “The View 
from Stalin’s Head,” which received excel­
lent reviews.

Following up that stunning debut, 
“Faith” shows the Michaelson family on 
their trip to Israel from Michigan after 
Jeremy, a gay college student, overdoses 
on pills and liquor. His mother Helen 
drags him and her terminally ill husband 
to the promised land in an attempt to re­
connect familial bonds.

Mother and son experience transfor­
mational love affairs and eye-opening 
looks at their Jewish and Palestinian 
neighbors.

LIKE THE FAMILY IN THE NOVEL, 
Hamburger traveled to Israel in 2000 to 
research a proposed book about Israeli 
gay culture.

“When I got there, no one was really 
interested in talking about the communi­
ty. They said, ‘We have more important 
things to worry about,”’ he says.

At the time, all of Israel was consumed 
with then Prime Minister Ehud Barak’s 
trip to Camp David. After receiving sage 
advice from his friend, Hamburger decid­
ed to be a tourist for the rest of his trip.

“The book came out of that experi­
ence,” he declares.

Although the novel contains a major 
gay character, Hamburger identifies more 
with Helen, Jeremy’s mother.

O MORE INFO
Aaron Hamburger
'Faith for Beginners' 
Random House 
www.aaronhamburger.com

.............

Aaron Hamburger, author of 'The View from Stalin's 
Head,' will promote his new book 'Faith for 
Beginners' with a series of readings and signings.

“She was a character that I felt a close 
sympathy with. Jeremy I had to get to 
know,” he says.

Helen is very concerned with living 
the status quo, but she also yearns to 
experience all life has to offer.

In the novel, Hamburger writes of her, 
“...somewhere, muffled by all these sad stones 
and grains of sand, by the sounds of ice tin­
kling in cold cappuccinos and the cameras 
flashing and the watches ticking their lives 
away she sensed a real heart frill of life, beat­
ing impatiently to be recognized. Find me, it 
said. Know my name and all will be well.”

JEREMY IS BRASSY, UNRESTRAINED, 
and yet still a child. Like many of the 
novel’s characters, he comes to Israel 
wanting the country to fulfill precon­
ceived notions, but the nation’s stark real­
ity reveals darker underpinnings.

Hamburger writes about Jeremy’s per­
ceptions of the Israeli bourgeois and the 
Palestinian underclass, “Jeremy felt his 
heart race as he thought of the shining 
limestone city up the hill scrubbed pink 
for spoiled American tourists.... And 
down here in this valley, just a few yards 
from the [Wailing] Wall, these poor inno­
cent villagers scratched for their survival 
in a festering garbage dump.”

Hamburger cites the country’s endless 
cultural complications as part of the dif­
ficulty in unraveling the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict.

“How do you create trust in an atmos­
phere of war?” he asks.

f
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Why Suffer Needlessly?

Non-Surgical “Lunch-Hour” Procedure 

Virtually Painless • Affordable 

PARK PLAZA GASTROENTEROLGY & ASSOCIATES 

Experienced Board Certified M.D. 

Plaza Medical Center • Museum District

1200 Binz Street • Suite 1198 
713.522.1788 

www.FredWorthMD.com
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Missin' her groove
McMillan's divorce, 
Boy's operatic dramas 
and lesbian love for Bea

TERRY McMILLAN, best-selling 
author of “How Stella Got Her Groove 
Back,” is finally divorced from her 
significantly younger gay husband 
JONATHAN PLUMMER. According to 
the San Francisco Chronicle, the couple 
has been fighting it out in court since 
June over a pre-nuptial agreement and, 
like most breakups, it got ugly.

Plummer said he signed the agreement 
under pressure at the time of their marriage. 
McMillan said the entire marriage was a he 
that should have been annulled on the 
grounds that Plummer defrauded her by not 
acknowledging he was gay

At the end of it ah, the commissioner 
hearing the case ruled that Plummer’s 
chahenge of the pre-nup was not going to 
fly but the lawyers from both sides reported 
that Plummer received about $50,000.

McMihian claimed she was “deeply 
offended for being portrayed as a 
homophobe ... particularly when my 
insulting comments were directed solely 
at and privately to my husband.”

What comments, you ask? How about 
this one:

She put out a bottle of Jamaican hot 
pepper sauce for Plummer, a native 
Jamaican, and wrote on it: “Fag Juice 
Burn Baby Burn.”

At least she qualified it all by saying, “I do 
not hate my husband for being gay I do not 
hate anybody (except SADDAM 
HUSSEIN).” Well, it’s good to know that 
Plummer isn’t as bad as a renegade autocrat.

Strangely, though, her final missive to 
her ex was a copy of “How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back” inscribed with the following 
words, “You made me sick these last eight 
or nine months and I hope you rot in hell.”

Dish shudders to think what she’d 
write in Saddam Hussein’s copy.

Fat lady sings
Speaking of BOY GEORGE, EUAN 

MORTON, who played the now-in-a-big- 
mess pop star in the ROSIE O’DON­
NELL funded musical “Taboo,” is moving 

Euan Morton

on to new projects.
Playbill reports 

that Morton will play 
leading roles in two 
new operas, one 
written by TONY 
KUSHNER, the 
Pultizer Prize­
winning gay 
playwright behind 
“Angels in America,” 
and one by

MAURICE SENDAK, children’s author 
of “Where the Wild Things Are.”

Kushner’s “Comedy on the Bridge” 
centers on a group of people trapped on a 
bridge between rival armies.

Author Terry McMillan, who says she is not homo- 
phobic, is finalizing the divorce of her gay ex-hus­
band.

“Brundibar,” Sendak’s work, is about an 
evil organ-grinder, played by Morton, who 
fights with two children trying to raise 
money for their sick mother. Both pieces 
are due in New York in 2006.

Dish is very curious to see the shows, 
especially to find out what kind of organ 
Morton is grinding.

Boob tube
Girl, you know big brother is 

watching, but now he’s watching what 
you’re watching, and it’s not “Big 
Brother.” Simmons Market Research 
recently released a survey about gay 
television-watching habits and some of 
the results are downright shocking.

Twenty-five percent of the 19,000 gay 
men and lesbians surveyed picked Bravo’s 
“Queer Eye for the Straight Guy” as their 
top show. You mean we’re still watching 
that? Coming in a surprising second was 
Comedy Central’s “South Park.” Dish can 
see Cartman worrying about his manhood 
right now.

In terms of cable 
networks, gay men 
are most likely to 
watch — in this order 
— Comedy Central, 
Discovery, Spike TV, 
A&E, Bravo, Sci-fi, 
CNN, Lifetime, Fox 
News Channel (must 
be the Log Cabin 
folks) and HGTV Bea Arthur

The real kicker is 
that lesbians watch “Golden Girls” in 
much greater numbers than the general 
population. Yes, you heard Dish correctly: 
lesbians, not gay men. Is there some 
secret Sapphic symbology in this TV 
classic that no one else knows about?

Regardless, Dish is happy that BEA 
ARTHUR kicks Xena’s ass.

I Send comments, suggestions to
I vl? Dish@houstonvoice.com
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New film rekindles interest 
in life of Truman Capote

CAPOTE, continued from Page 13

ous novel in 1966. Critics adored the book 
as well, with the New York Tinies calling 
it a “masterpiece.”

It tells the story of the seemingly ran- 
doml959 killings of a wealthy Kansas farm 
family, a story Capote was drawn to in its 
first incarnation as a one-column story on 
page 39 of the New York Times. Capote, 
with his best friend, “To Kill A 
Mockingbird” novelist Harper Lee, immedi­
ately went to Kansas to uncover the story.

Capote was particularly interested, 
Miller says, in “the notion of writing an 
article about a loss of innocence. Not, 
‘Oh, boy, who did that?’ but ‘How does 
this [crime] affect this town?’”

Capote gained access to killers Perry 
Smith and Dick Hickock, who murdered 
the family in a botched robbery attempt. 
Smith was a magnetic character to Capote, 
particularly because the two of them had 
similar backgrounds, biographers say.

“He had an emotional bond [to 
Perry],” Clarke says.

Although some have claimed that Smith 
and Capote had a sexual relationship, 
Miller and Clarke deny it vehemently.

“I will tell you with a good amount of 
certainty that nothing sexual transpired 
between them,” Miller says. “The notion 
that Capote would risk everything for a 
blowjob is ridiculous. Also, I don’t think 
there’s much history of Capote going for 
the dangerous type. He was very strange­
ly attracted to milquetoast. Ordinary 
men, like heterosexual men who worked 
in banks, with no particular elan or any­
thing.”

The film “Capote” focuses on the years 
Capote spent researching and writing “In 
Cold Blood.” Although the autobiographi­
cal nature of film is sometimes downplayed 
in favor of entertainment, “Capote’s” direc­
tor says the film is accurate.

“I’m comfortable with the fact that we 
treated this story with veracity,” Miller says.

Miller says that in the film Capote’s 
sexual orientation is important because it 
establishes him as an interloper.

“He’s an outsider and that is critical to 
the story, the same way that Perry’s an 
outsider,” Miller says. “What attracted 
him to Perry... was that he saw himself, 
to the point of profound sympathy for 
this mass murderer.”

Other than showing Capote as an out­
sider, “Capote” focuses little on the role of 
Capote’s sexual orientation. The film 
approaches it much like Clarke says 
Capote himself did, as obvious, but 
unspoken.

Although the film makes it clear that 
Capote is gay, the subject is not directly 
mentioned. Capote’s longtime boyfriend, 
Jack Dunphy, is shown living with Capote 
throughout the film, expressing concern 
over Capote’s long tenure in Kansas and 
generally acting like a boyfriend, but he 
is never addressed as such.

Truman Capote at notorious nightclub Studio 54 in 
New York City on January 7,1978. Capote's abuse of 
alcohol and prescription drugs reached its zenith in 
the 70s and '80s, until his death in 1984 at age 59. 
(Photo by AP)

“IN COLD BLOOD” EVENTUALLY LED 
to Capote’s destruction.

Miller says Capote was finished by the 
time he completed “In Cold Blood” and 
finally headed home.

“His life’s over,” Miller says. “He’s 
destroyed himself.”

Clarke says the harrowing nature of 
becoming emotionally involved in the 
murders and murderers pushed Capote 
over the edge.

“Because of this awful childhood of his, 
he’d really been walking on this tightrope 
for years and years and nobody knew it,” 
Clarke says. “He didn’t know it. He didn’t 
have the stability that a happy childhood 
might have brought him, so [after experi­
encing] something as traumatic as ‘In Cold 
Blood,’ he never got back on.”

“In Cold Blood” brought Capote even 
more fame. As he had always desired, he 
befriended a host of celebrities, which he 
used to his advantage when creating the 
invitation list for the famous Black and 
White Ball. The 1966 ball, with guest of 
honor Katharine Graham, was heralded 
as the party of the century, and Capote 
was front and center.

He became a popular talk-show guest, 
once again using his convivial nature to 
his advantage.

“He was the quintessential gay male 
talk show guest,” Dukes says. “[He] would 
be campy and in a sense play the role of 
the court jester, which is something I 
think he did very well.”

Despite his love for celebrity friends, 
Capote destroyed many of those friend­
ships he had worked so hard to cultivate 
in his unfinished book, “Answered 
Prayers,” a gossipy, backstabbing account 
of his friends’ secrets.

After that, his history of prescription 
drug and alcohol abuse only worsened, 
until the strain of his addiction wore out 
his body in 1984. He died alone shortly 
before his 60th birthday.

Dukes credits gay literature fans as 
having maintained Capote’s literary lega­
cy, despite Capote’s seeming determina­
tion to destroy it.
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Reach out to the entire 
GLBT community this holiday 

season by advertising in 
Houston Voice's Annual 

Holiday Guide — the only 
resource for Gay & Lesbian 

shopping. Dining, and 
Entertainment. 

Ho advertise in the Holiday Gift Guide, 
6 contact your sales representative or 

call Johnny Hooks

COMING SOON

4901 Rose Street @ Durham, 713.869.5558 
patio/garden teakwood furniture and unique home furnishings
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For Tops & Bottoms...Get you some at

Underwear Swimwear Shirts Lounge Cologne Jewelry and More!

GREAT PRICES. GREAT SELECTIONS. FUN SHOPPING.
415 Westheimer Houston, Texas 77006 

(713) 527-8499 

www.maleuwear.com

10 A.M. - 7 P.M. Tuesday - Saturday

11 A.M.-5P.M. Sunday 

Closed Monday.

Gay Owned & Operated

* Take 15% Off ANY Purchase over $100.00 (Before Tax)

* Take 20% Off ANY Purchase over $250.00 (Before Tax)



20 OCTOBER 21, 2005

rady's corner

BflADYS CORNER 102005 (©

wf

www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTON VOICE

services

STAND OUT FROM THE 
CROWD Bold or box your ad 
for added attraction. Contact 
our customer service reps for 
more details. (877) 863-1885.

buildyourbusiness

CONTACT

OUR SALES TEAM
7135298490

CLASSIFIEDS Visit houstonvoice.com to place your ad. Up to 25 words only $12.50 per week. 50(2 each 
additional word. Fax toll-free 1.888.409.6768, or call toll-free 1.877.863.1885. Deadline for 
online ads: Sam Wednesday. For other submissions: 5:30pm Tuesday.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES
STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Is your home special? 
Tell our readers about it. Guarantee they will see it with our 
new features. Bold or box your ad for added attraction. 
Contact our customer service reps for more details. (877) 
863-1885.

WE BUY HOUSES CASH! Any situation, avoid foreclosure. 
(832) 607-0144.

SALE / HOUSTON
THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS!
Call to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.

HEART OF GALLERIA 1 BR Condo recently renov with crea­
tive contemporary style. For Sale $99,900. Lease also avail for 
lease $825/mo. (713) 303-0265.

RENT / HOUSTON
ALL BILLS PAID. Various floor plans, one/two BR, recent ap­
pliances, carpet. Beautiful Uptown Park/Galleria area. $700/mo 
& up. (713) 524-2462. Agent.

COUNTRY LIVING IN SPLENDORA ciean~m7BA7cAC
& heat. Stove, refrig, storage bldg. $500/mo + utilities. $400 
deposit & ref reqd. Horse Pasture also avilable at add'l $50/mo. 
(281)689-3994/(281)546-4588.

HEART OF GALLERIA 1 BR Condo recently renov with crea­
tive contemporary style. For Sale $99,900. Lease also avail 
$825/mo. (713) 303-0265.

MIDTOWN TOWNHOUSE Tstory~.fBR? ITbA, TcaTgaT 
age. Mins to Montrose! Great for roommates. $2,000/mo. 
(832) 607-0144.

RENT IT FAST with our new features. Draw attention to 
your ad by using our bold or box feature. Contact our cus­
tomer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

RIVER OAKS GARDENS 2 BR, 2 BA condo for rent. Gated, 
24hr security, pool. Behind R/O Shop Ctr. $ 1,100/mo + electric­
ity + deposit. Call: (832) 661-1169.

DEADLINES: 8am Wednesday for 
online submissions only.

530pm Tuesday for all other submissions.

SHARE/
PROFESSIONAL GWM SEEKS roommate to share lovely 
Montrose home. Room furnished (in French!), ceiling fan, WD, 
& includes cable & HS internet! You must be easy going. No 
smokers, no pets and no drugs please. Call Jim at (713) 528- 
5331 after 6:30 pm.

SGWM SEEKS ROOMATE to share 2 BR, 2 BA condo in 
River Oaks. Security gates, pool, all appls w/WD, cable TV, 
priv BR. Non-smoker & no drugs please. (713) 520-7662.

WESTBURY GWF SEEKS housemate. Includes carport, 
DSL, cable, exercise room, nice yard & ALL bills paid. Must 
be fond of animals, non smoker & NO drugs. 1 BR w/it's 
own BA for $400/mo. Call Tana (823) 563-1546.

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES
ANNOUNCE YOUR UNION The Houston Voice is proud to 
announce the addition of a "Commitment Ceremonies" cate­
gory to our Classified listings. When making arrangements for 
your Union, don't forget to include the most important aspect 
of all...announcing the date. Publishing your union is easy & 
simple. Call (877) 863-1885 ext 223 to put the finishing touch­

es on your ceremony.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LEGAL SAME-SEX MARRIAGE IN CANADA! Want 
to know how to marry in Toronto? Email me and 
I will provide free information on how my hus­
band and I did it! Scott Groves- Window Media 
sgroves@davidatlanta.com THIS AD IS PROVIDED 
AS A PUBLIC SERVICE OF WINDOW-MEDIA LLC.

CLEAN, FINANCIALLY STABLE Lesbian Couple/Seeks 
Disease Free Gay White/Asian Man to bring a Child into a 
Loving Family. Serious inquiries only. Please send email to 
babyhoadep@yahoo.com.

BUSINESS DPPORTUNITES
CHANGE YOUR MIND. CHANGE YOUR CAREER. CHANGE 
YOUR LIFE! Earn executive level income. No commute, no boss, 
and total freedom. Call now 1-888-366-8435

GAY ENTREPRENEURS LOOKING for talented, deter 
mined individuals to be a part of a like minded community. 
5 year-old company, CEO income, exotic travel, pure fun. 
This is the REAL DEAL. (800) 318-9787 x4050. 
www.milliondollarminds.net

EMPLOYMENT
FREELANCE REPORTERS

Needed to cover HARD news. Deadline & computer skills a 
must! Send resume and three clips to:

Houston Voice 
500 Lovett #200 

Houston Texas 77006 
Attn: Editor 

or email eervin@houstonvoice.com

PART TIME ASSOCIATE For health nutrition store. Retail/ 
customer service necessary. Interest in health/nutrition a plus. 
Above min. wage pay and great place to work. Flexible sched­
ule a plus. Email To: HealthNutritionJobs@yahoo.com

SR. PUBLIC HEALTH INVESTIGATOR The City of Houston 
Health and Human Services Department is in search of an
Sr. Public Health Investigator, PN 106526. Will perform disease 
intervention activities relating to the control of communicable 
disease among residents of the city. Will assist in the training of 
other personnel involved in disease intervention activities relat­
ing to the Communicable Disease Program.
Will conduct confidential interviews and assessments of clients 
diagnosed with a communicable disease; perform field activities 
with clients- and motivate them to seek appropriate treatment 
and follow-up.
Qualified candidate must have a Bachelor's degree in Social Sci­
ence, Physical Science, Public Health, or a closely related field 
and one year of experience in the public health field. Preference 
will be given to applicants with prior public health and/or HIV 

prevention experience.
Submit resume or download application from www.cityofhous- 
ton.gov or call Maria Gomez at (713) 558-2471.

TEXAS SHIRT COMPANY Now hiring at our Heights Lo­
cation. Come work in a fun gay ownerj/operated environ­
ment that is a non-retail setting. Find out more at http:// 
www.txshirts.com/employment.asp

GRUUPS
ON THE NORTH Side? Feeling OUTSIDE OF THE 
LOOP?! Join The North Houston GLBT Social 
Group at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
NhouGLBTsocialgroup Meet other GLBT folk in 
your part of town! Sign up today!

TRAVEL / INTERNATIONAL
BUENOS AIRES ARGENTINA! Beautiful studio apts for 
long/short term. All amenities. Walk to shopping/dining. 
FABULOUS NIGHTLIFE! Complimentary chauffeur driven 
limo from airport. Join 1000's of GLBT's each yr for an un­
forgettable vacation in Buenos Aires! Visit 
www.buenosairesstudios.com.

VEHICLES

SAME DAY WEBSITE POSTING

RUN IT 'TILL YOU SELL IT. Take advantage of our 
new "Run it 'till you sell it" promotional. Place an 
ad to sell your car and email a photo of the car 
and run the ad until it sells. It's only $39.99. Call 
our friendly staff toll free today! (877) 863-1885.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Beautiful Home
Home A Itemoclelmi#

Cabinets A tWiiitiire
Workmanship & Quality 

GUARANTEED
Deeactes of Experience. Kitchens a specialty. Insured

Office: 713-880-1666 Cell: 713-291-3395 
Call John!

_____________8B8 M&mtw Gr&aw Ttousgoel___________

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Bold or box your 
ad for added attraction.
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CLEANING SERVICES
Mustang MaM

713/59^1^1

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEO

713-240-5508

cteMdlewis
IMAGES

davidlewisimages.com
— ■ : z/

MASSAGE

oncollege guy

• therapudic • nvedish • tports 
• deep tiifue • myotherapy

• relaxation therapy 

El^/ Steam Room!!! 

/Wontwe Studio 
7^52^00 

wwwjafonrmt.com

MONTROSE STUDIO 
TRAINED IN A 

VARIETY OF TECHNIQUES!

CjhadRMXC

THE ART OF GIVING PLEASURE Tall, masculine, mus­
cular, state licensed, AMTA certified, 11 years exp. Incred­
ible, full body total release! $75. Inner Loop/SW. Mike, 

(713) 963-9603

I

NOW IN HOUSTON! Discover my unique thaiswe massage. 

Spur of the moment and late evening appts are welcome. (469) 

363-9390.

4HANB Massags Av«i

lifestylemassgertienifMSt 

LOCATED Ifc UPPER KIRBY

Kenton713.515.288z

THE ULTIMATE MASSAGE 
for Today's Businessman 

'4 Hands’ Massage
Body Waxing and Body Cuts Available

AND ASSOCIATE

MALE LOPEZ KENNY 
281-844-7456 713-515-2882

RMT 544-10

*7

1
3

•>
9

I "7

SENSUAL MASSAGE In/Out Calls welcome. Studio cen­
trally located in Memorial. 200lbs, 6' Muscular Italian Man. 
You won't be disappointed. Rocky (832) 563-3962.

DOWNTOWN-MIDTOWN MASSAGE! Why not treat 
yourself? Relax, Renew and Get back to YOU!! Incalls and 
Outcalls. Great hands! Flexible hours. (281) 216-7849.

THE TIME IS RIGHT...ADVERTISE NOW! I

BY

6U.M HANLON
‘imd

ALLAN NUlWiRTH

ANP
MEET F&f? A ROM ANT< C 

pi NN EK AT TH&

Hottest kf^taufant
i N 'TOLMKf - - -

'THIS MOMENT'- P^UCiOUS POOP...<SR£AT 
VUiN^--. ANP TH^ MOST B^AUTIPUL MAN IN

CunlC?

TH£ WORLP Si~TTiN6 ACROSS H?OM MB.

AN'it WOUU/nTA HAPPEN BP IF y'AU^ 
MAPN'T SMPPFP TH' AAAiTRB P'THAT piFTY

_

Poin'twis

PO INT OF HAVIN (a 

MON^V IPT CAN'T 
USB rr TO MAkB 

OUR HVBS MOPB
< PUBASURABPB.

o
V\ 
Z

23

BUT X PO? X ^OT MY 

PRiPB...T PONT MKB 
FBFU Kl' UiKB YO'

BiTCM ALL TH'Tf MB.'

VVBtL, You're RiSHT 
X PON*!’ WANT TO FAT 
AT Mc-PONALP'S- Z 
BNTOY THB FiNBR’

THINGS IN ^iF^,ANP 

I'M THANKFUL I CAM 
APFORP THEM FOR 
BOTH 
OF US.

T PONT C^oT tuf?bb houses. X 
OAN'T bb buvin' you FANCY 
CliPTS. an' TV LOV^To TAKB 
You OUT R9' PtMMER, BUT I 

PON'T think you vuanna bb .
BB batin' at M^PonAlpS.>

VUMAT^S MOR^/ 1 P0N*T 
iF YOU CAN'T BUY MB STUFF/

LETTibj' YOU FOOT TH' BlLL FO' 

EYPFNSiVB AA6ALS... 6URTIS, T 

cSptta bf rbal with you - r 
TUS' PON'T KNOW IF I 6AN 
LONTINUB A RBLATlONSHiF WITH 
A QUY WHO MAKBS SO AWH 

MO' MONBY 
\ -THAN M£...

SHOULP FBEL UKB A 
BiTCM, It's mP — anp i 
Pont havb any issues 
WITH MY SBLF BSTeEM
(N THAT 
KBEiARD.

PBLKOY, you'RF AU&FAVY 

TWL “Top IN THIS 
RSLATiONSHi P/ IF AM VON B

barney’s

A

BABY, t'll tell You WHAT... FROM NOW 
ON, EVERY OTHER WEBK YOU CAN TAK^ 
US OUT TO A PLACE CAN AFFORpf 
AMP X UVONT COMPLAIN. THB MOST 
/MPPRTANT THING FOR M£ IS To BB .

■------------- - with you. .

in

0)

\n
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rfugate.com
713-269-7926

Therapeutic Massage

jp\REWARD YOURSELF
Wahicetouch/pelaxation

4 T OF BODY AMD MIND BY
■F i x LEE 

832 978-7017
CENTRALLY LOCATED . 1 7 DAYSZEVENINGS

k ' 1 1 COTCALLS welcome

77006

Mondays are Co-ed ; Tuesdays appointment only

COUWSELING / SUPPORT
THE TIME IS RIGHT... 
ADVERTISE NOW!!

Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS! 
Call our friendly classifieds staff to place ad! 

1 (877) 863-1885.

HEALTH / FITNESS
ANTI-AGING SECRETS. Experience the Difference! Su­
perior, Botanically based, Swiss formulated skin care and 
supplements. FREE Samples.
www.bowman.myarbonne.com or call (713) 802-9610.

BOOY/SOUL
MANSCAPING MEN'S WAXING & clipping. Private location 
in Montrose. Call Dale (713) 529-5952 for appt.

OR PLACE YOUR AD

NOW! @
WWW.HOUSTONVOICE.COM

DEADLINES
8am Wednesday 

for online submissions only.
5:30pm Tuesday 

for all other submissions.

Executive Adult

VIDEO

Superstore 
& Theatre

14002 Northwest Frwy 
(Hwy 290) between 
Tidwell & Fairbanks- 

N. Houston
Open 7am til 5 am!
713-462-5100

www.executiveXXXvideo.com

Party 
Una

THE TIME IS RIGHT... ADVERTISE NOW!!
Advertise with the HOUSTON VOICE CLASSIFIEDS! 

Call to place your ad! 1 (877) 863-1885.

____________________________________________________ www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTON VOICE

I ADULTCLASSIFIEDS
WEBSITES

WWW.YOURHOUSEBOY.COM LOO king for a house?
Looking for a boy? We bring you together.- 
WWW.YOURHOUSEBOY.COM

EMALEME.COM IS HERE! AA/ Chats, Profiles & IM's. Enjoy 
our integrated MP3 player. The hottest Male 2 Male site on the 
net today! Are you ready? www.emaleme.com

BODYWORK
BODY MAGIC-BODY RUBS! Montrose studio, in/ 
Out. Discreet, private & masculine. (713) 529-8787.

TEXAS HOSPITALITY!

Joseph 281-687-3735

Full Body Massage 
And Body Worship

Friendly 6', 2351b 
Blue-eyed Cowboy

htode Massage by Professional 
Experienced, Mature Therapist 
Handsome, Muscular. Masculine, 
Very Well Hung, Thick Cut. 
Swedish, Reflexology 8 Hot Stone 
Strong Healing Hands

RM1 #032684

Patrick 713-447-2151

HOT GAY VIDEOS! Choose from a complete selection of Gay 
DVD's, at affordable discount prices. Order Today and Receive 
Free Shipping! www.dandevideos.com or call toll-free 1-888- 
870-8570

Idf

IO!
• PROFESSIONAL* DfSCREei 

ep^essure bodyjmibs

HEY BABY BOOMERS!!! 
have your body worshiped 
BY A PHYSICALLY FIT GOOD LOOKING 
"SOish" GUY WITH HEALING HANDS & MORE 

MONTROSE AREA • IN/OUT CALLS 

have yourself an incredible, relaxing hour 

713<S22<2<04

YOU DESERVE PLEASURE!
Just because you do.
Daddy Blade and/or Maverick
Bodywork or Leather 
713-864-2233 and/or www.DaddyBlade.com

HOT NUDE MASSAGE/BODYWORK. I am Greek/German 
male. Very good-looking. 25 YO.S'H", 170#, smooth 
swimmer's body. Light brn hair, hazel eyes. For a full 
body massage in the nude with release. You Will Not 
Be Disappointed! JOSH: (713) 521-0519.

HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD:
BY WEB: www.houstonvoice.com By e-mail: 
classifieds@houstonvoice.com By fax: Fax completed order form and cred­
it card information to Houston Classifieds, 888-409-6768. By phone: Call 
in with completed order form to 877-863-1885. By mail: Mail completed 
order form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett Blvd, 
Suite 200, Houston, TX 77006.

In person: Bring completed order form with payment to the Houston Voice 
offices (M-F, 9-5 pm) 500 Lovett Blvd, Suite 200, Houston.

Ad policy: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No 

refunds for early cancellation. Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week.

Check ads promptly.

DEADLINES: 8am Wednesday 
for online submissions only.

530pm Tuesday
for all other submissions.
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bitch session

If the pom is a higher 
priority for you than the 
person in your bed, 
stick with the porn.
WE CAN TELL YOU’RE BALDING EVEN 
with that stupid brushdown haircut.

HEY, TRASHY METH QUEENS AT 
Starbucks at 6:30 in the morning with 
porn DVDs in your hands talking vulgar 
about your previous night partying: You 
are an embarrassment.

WHAT IS SO GREAT ABOUT 
grown-ass men who idolize music 
made for teenagers? I know many of us 
are stunted because we didn’t get to do a 
lot that other kids did, but damn that 
shit is so juvenile.

I DON’T MIND EFFEMINATE GUYS.
I do mind a culture that emulates bitchy, 
undereducated women. All this “gurl” 
and “you got that right” makes me wanna 
puke.

HOLD HANDS WITH YOUR MAN. 
If we show we’re afraid, then that just 
means assaulting gay men works.

DOES “GAY PROFESSIONAL” MEAN 
anything other than “not on food stamps”?

I HATE TO BURST YOUR BUBBLE BUT 
hooking up with guys in the gym sauna 
every other day does count as sex and is 
technically cheating on your boyfriend.

IF YOU HAD DEVOTED HALF AS MUCH 
time to your career and self-development 
as you did to the “scene,” you might have 
been something.

WHAT’S UP WITH BISEXUAL BOTTOMS?

IF YOU’VE BEEN COMING INTO A GAY 
chatroom for more than two years, the new 
rule is you can’t call yourself bisexual.

JUST BECAUSE YOU WEAR ONE, TURN 
you ballcap backwards, and lift weights 
five times a week, guess what? You’re still 
not a jock.

DETROIT HAS THE DULLEST GAY scene 
in the U.S. What little is going on is in the 
worst parts of the city and straight couples 
are all over it in the suburbs. Boring!

JUST BECAUSE SOME GAY COUPLES 
"look exactly like each other” doesn’t mean 
homosexuality is a form of narcissism. It’s 
actually because opposites attract.

IT’S NOT NARCISSISTIC UNLESS YOU 
fantasize about masturbating while you 
are making out with your partner.

WHAT’S WITH THESE 20-SOMETHING 
girls in our gayborhoods? They march 
down our sidewalks three abreast, a pha­
lanx in flip-flops and ponytails, and 
expect everyone to get out of their way 
When others approach, it should be single 
file, please!

I’VE LOVED FEET SINCE I WAS IN THE 
third grade. Nowadays everybody is 
either wearing flip-flops or gawking at 
guys who are. But they don’t even seem to 
know why. It’s the feet, people! And I was 
here first.

TO THE GUY WHO CALLED ME A 
“cat-eating Asian twink”: Thanks for 
proving I can do better.

SINCE WHEN IS BEING FAT IN A Speedo 
about being yourself rather than just a 
distasteful choice? Speedos are meant to 
show off your best assets, not accentuate 
your worst.

OK, SO YOU’RE CONTENT BEING 
your super-extra-large self. Luv ya for it. 
Kiss kiss from your community. But if fat 
is so fabulous, then why do so many men 
with Hindenburg waistlines chase after 
buff guys?

GAY MARRIAGE WILL REMOVE MANY 
hot men from circulation and make it 
even harder for me to steal them. I’ll have 
to play the mistress, and he may never 
leave the bitch because of what he stands 
to lose through divorce.

GAYS WILL GET THE LAST LAUGH ON 
homophobic Christian terrorist Eric 
Rudolph if he isn’t set apart from the 
prison population. His good looks will 
have him perpetually fighting off 
unwanted attention.

WHY DO SOME CONSIDER IT RACIST to 
have “All-American” in my online profile? 
I think anyone of any race can be nice, 
honest, wholesome and have a positive 
attitude.

WHY WORRY IF OTHER COUPLES 
handle their finances jointly or separate­
ly? Most couples I know who keep their 
money separate aren’t afraid to pay more 
of their share.

LET’S SEE, YOU’RE VAPID AND 
shallow, you broke my heart, and you make 
three times as much money as I do. So don’t 
complain when you have to buy me dinner. 
You got the better end of the deal.

I JUST MOVED TO WHITE TRASH-VILLE. 
So why does it seem that the smaller the 
town, the bigger the drama?

Editors' note: These are real bitches, sent in by real readers, 
about gay life's little annoyances, and the big ones, too. 

Got a bitch?
Call 1-800-858-8088
or e-mail: bitch@houstonvoice.com

s’:--'
5-'*

"YOU WON'T BELIEVE WHAT SOME OF THESE GUYS 

DO FOR A FEW EXTRA BUCKS - INDULGE MAGAZINE

"Think you know 
what straight men won't do? 
Think again." "

nr. r 1 T°11 FrOe Ordering
DVDs ■ Toys ■ Lubes 1-888-923-6555

JgJ;

Where the World Buys Pom

GUK 
on;

PM 
eKos

Midcity Video

15th GIANT XXX 
DIRECTORY 2005 RED-HOT-BLUE 

MOVIE SALE!

2043 Southwest 
713-522-3530

WHS - $9.95 - $39." 
Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!

DVD - $39.95 
Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!

HIP HOP HARD GAY SIXX
Directory of Adult Film, Video DVD. 228 pages in 
dazzling action color, reviews, casts, star profiles 
- somethino for everyone! Hot to be missed!

DI
2035

TO GAY
, Psttat* ' •"
L OHLY

exiifei 
,sf magoisie size (

I



SAVE THE DATES!

Plan now on attending the DMC Worldwide 
“LEGEND OF ZORRO” 
Ev^nt on November 9th, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. Then on

NOVEMBER 1 STH, 2005
Tickets sre $75.00 

and includes: 
“LEGEND of ZORRO" inspired

MEXICAN RE3TA, featuring leading Mexican restau­
rants from the Houston area. MARIACHI BAND, 

DANCERS, Mexican and
a ZORRO themed COSTUME PARTY.

Fashion show featuring
surprise superstar LATINA ICONS RASHION LINE

Calling all Muggles!
A Harry Potter Inspired 

Themed Party 
at Magic Island!

TRIP TO MEXICO for 
the winring ZORRO costume.

As well as a Treasure Hunt 
and a muy caliente Disco!

Opon Bai* Pi^vWwl by UV V+ctw

Begins at 5:00 p.m.

With a Hogwarts Class Room 
Theme in Diagoh Alley!

de Medici Castillo Public Relations 
, xvxvxvjcIrnc’vvoiicIxvrle.Gor .


