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Annual Pride festivities are 
near, and a workshop is set to 
help participants prepare for 
the parade.
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J.R. Finney, pastor of a mostly 
gay Birmingham, Ala., 
congregation, read a state­
ment this week on behalf of 
a teacher allegedly fired 
because he was gay.
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Mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves 
plays a lead character in 
Houston Grand Opera's 
delightful 'Samson and Delilah.'
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Log Cabin questions need for ENDA, 
angering activists, GOP lawmakers
Gay Republican group says 
need for job rights bill 
should be 're-examined'
by LOU CHIBBARO JR.'

Republican members of Congress 
who have been longtime supporters of 
the gay civil rights bill known as the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act 
reacted with surprise and anger over a 
statement by the national gay group Log 
Cabin Republicans that questions the 
need for the legislation.

The legislation, which calls for ban­
ning employment discrimination based 
on sexual orientation, enjoys broad 
bipartisan support and is likely to pass 
in the Senate when it comes up for a vote 
this fall, according to supportive 
activists and Capitol Hill observers.

Republican leaders in the House strong­
ly oppose the bill, but GOP supporters 
say there are enough House Republicans 
supporting the bill to enable it to pass if 
the House leadership allows it to come 
up for a vote.

In a commentary released two weeks 
ago on the gay GOP group’s online 
newsletter, Log Cabin Executive Director 
Rich Tafel called for a re-examination of 
the premise behind ENDA, saying many 
of the nation’s top corporations and 
other private employers have already 
adopted policies against anti-gay employ­
ment discrimination.

“I can tell you anecdotally that as I trav­
el all over the country, I almost never hear 
from anyone who was fired because they 
were gay,” Tafel wrote. “In fact, I hear 
almost every other issue being passionate­
ly argued but not this one.”

Citing a public opinion poll showing 
that 85 percent of Americans believe it is 
wrong to fire someone because that person

Federal legislation to protect gays from workplace 
discrimination 'probably won't really change the 
lives of ga^ Americans,' according to Rich Tafel, 
executive director of the Log Cabin Republicans.

is gay, Tafel added, “So why all this energy 
on a bill that probably won’t really change 
the lives of gay Americans?”

Please see ENDA, on Page 6

'OutLook' positive for debut of gay channel

While Viacom, PrideVision race to launch first-ever
U.S. gay channel, Showtime launches gay Wednesdays
By MIKE FLEMING

As cable television masters niche mar­
keting with specialty channels for every­
one from African Americans and 
Christians to cooks, golfers, animation afi­
cionados and science fiction devotees, it 
may have been only a matter of time before 
gays became the target for the big business 
of the small screen.

Viacom heavyweights MTV Networks 
and Showtime have joined forces to weigh 
the viability of their own gay channel 
with gay advisory panels across the coun­
try. At the same time, Canada’s already up- 
and-running PrideVision looks toward the 
U.S., and Showtime is starting a weekly 
gay programming block.

A gay channel — or two — is not only 
deserved, but needed, said Larry Gross, 
author of “Up from Invisibility: Lesbians, 
Gay Men & the Media in America.”

“It’s very important to have specialized

programming, what you might call a voice of 
your own or a place of your own,” Gross said. 
“That’s the kind of cultural format that gay 
people have really never had.”

The impact of a gay channel could serve 
a greater societal good in addition to expos­
ing Middle America to gays, Gross said.

“The people who can most benefit from 
these programs are those who are isolated 
and vulnerable and for whom media 
images are almost a lifeline of support,” 
he said. “In particular, young people who 
are growing up and coming to terms with 
an identity as lesbian or gay or transgen­
dered for whom the media can literally 
become the only source of some kind of 
solidarity and connection.”

MTV and Showtime lobbed the idea of 
their channel as early as 1994, but it wasn’t 
until earlier this year that executives official­
ly announced the proposal and started outlin-

Please see WORKPLACE, on Page 7

Shannon McDonough (left) and J.R. Anderson, hosts 
of 'Bump!' on PrideVision, travel the globe to bring 
gay human interest stories to Canadian audiences, 
just one program the U.S. version of the channel 
plans to emulate, a network official said. (Photo 
courtesy PrideVision)
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Planning steps up as Pride nears
Pride Committee to host 
parade workshop, auditions 
for new Pride Cabaret
By PENNY WEAVER

Early summer heat is taking hold in 
Houston, and plans for June’s Pride cele­
bration are heating up as well.

“It’s very close. We’re wrapping up a lot 
of details,” said Troy Christensen, com­
munications director for the Pride 
Committee of Houston.

The committee will host a parade work­
shop May 18 to help organizations and 
businesses plan their floats and walking 
units for the 2002 Houston Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual & Transgender Pride Parade.

Scheduled from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Bering Memorial United Methodist 
Church, the workshop is free and open to 
the public. Information will be provided 
for both float building and coordinating a 
walking/performing unit.

Several committee coordinators and 
other knowledgeable community members 
will be on hand to answer questions.

“It’s grown year after year. Last year, it 
had a really good turnout,” Christensen 
said of the parade workshop.

Paren's, Families amfFriemis of Lesbians and Gays
HOUSTON, TEXAS
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Houstonians who 
plan to march in 
this year's Gay 
Pride Parade — 
such as the annual 
PFLAG entry — 
have a chance to 
get assistance in 
preparation at a 
May 18 workshop.

About 30 to 40 people attended the 2001 
event, and this year, as in the past, those who 
attend will receive a large packet of informa­
tion to share with their entire group, he noted.

“What we’ll talk about are a lot of creative 
and easy ways to do a really bang-up float 
that won’t kill your members,” Christensen 
said. “[We’H discuss] what lightweight mate­
rials to use, what tools you’ll need, and also 
not break the bank on it.”

The committee notes that the unique 
nighttime parade presents lighting chai- 
lenges for participants. However, the rela- 
lively cooler nighttime also gives partici­
pating groups more display and perfor­
mance opportunities.

Representatives from JP Morgan Chase 
will be present at this year’s workshop, 
Christensen noted, to give tips on walk- 
ing/performing parade entries.

Pride Committee members said the

parade workshop continues to grow in pop­
ularity for both parade veterans and first- 
time participants.

The parade workshop is also an excel­
lent time for participants to turn in their 
parade applications, committee members 
noted. Applications will be available and 
attendees can get answers to all of their 
questions about applying.

Applications are also available at the 
Pride Committee’s Web site, and must be sent 
with payment by June 1 to avoid a late fee.

Houston’s 24th annual Pride Parade will 
Step Off a.t 8.45 p.m. on Sa.tvu~<lay, June 29 OIT 

Westheimer between Woodhead and Whitney
Also next weekend, the Pride Committee 

plans auditions for the first Pride Cabaret, 
“Before the Parade Passes By,” at 7 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 19, at Masquerade Theatre, 
1537 N. Shepherd Drive.

“Tickets will be going on sale very soon 

for that,” Christensen noted. “It’s some­
thing pretty different for us. One thing that 
we’re trying to do this year ... is to have a 
different theme on each day and really 
encompass that idea of Pride Worldwide— 
this is a whole community of pride.”

“Before the Parade Passes By” will be 
held at Alley Theatre on Friday, June 28, 
the night before the annual Pride Parade. 
Directed by Ken Williamson, the show is 
an official event of Houston Pride 2002 and 
benefits the Pride Committee.

To audition for the cabaret performance, 
participants are asked to be prepared to 
sing 16 measures from a Broadway musical.

} PrideParadeWorkshop
”10 a.m.-l p.m. Saturday, May 18

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church 
1440 Harold

Pride Cabaret Auditions
7 p.m. Sunday, May 19
Masquerade Theatre • 1537 N. Shepherd Drive

Pride Committee of 
Houston
P.O. Box 66071 • Houston, TX 77266-6071 
Phone: 713-529-6979 • Fax: 713-529-6929 
E-mail: info@pridehouston.org 
www.pridehouston.org
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offers special local advertising rates for June 2002voice

: "r

Pride packages — For the entire month of Pride, June 7 through June 28
1. Three 1/2 page ads & one full page ad in Pride Issue June 28.........$1427.00
2. Three 1/4 page ads & one 1/2 page ad in Pride Issue June 28......... $738.00
3. Three 1/8 page ads and one 1/4 page ad in Pride Issue June 28......$425.00
4. Four 1/4 page ads in the Pride month of June.................................... ..$940.00

Rainbow Package — For the Pride Preview on June 21 and Pride Issue on June 28
5. One full page ad in Pride Issue June 28 (paid cash up front) and

receive an 1/8 page ad free in the Pride Preview issue June 21 ......... $643.00

Call your Houston Voice Sales Rep today! 713.529.8490
Packages are based on ads for the entire month'of June 2002. Rates valid with signed contracts no later than May 31,2002.

y Ads must be published in the month of June 2002.
Limited premium location. Spot Color, and Process Color positions. Reserve your space
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I around texas
Dallas City Council approves measure outlawing bias against gays

DALLAS (AP) — The Dallas City Council on Wednesday adopted an ordinance that 
prohibits discrimination against gays and lesbians in employment, housing and in pub­
lic places such as hotels and restaurants. The council voted 13-2 for the measure, which 
was pledged on the campaign trail by new Mayor Laura Miller. Violation of the ordi­
nance will result in fines up to $500. The two councilmen who opposed the ordinance, 
Alan Walne and Mitchell Rasansky, said it would be too expensive for the city to enforce 
in an already tight budget year. Resansky also said the measure could be too expensive 
for small businesses. The ordinance exempts employers with less than 15 workers, and 
proponents said it would cost only $15,000 in money that’s not already budgeted. The Rev. 
Flip Benham, director of the Dallas-based anti-abortion group Operation Save America, 
spoke against the measure. “It’s a travesty that breaks my heart,” he said. “The city hall 
has declared itself as God. It’s a direct attack on the word of God.”

around houston
Stonewall lawyers elect board, hand out honors to three members

On May 3, members of the Stonewall Lawyers Association of Greater Houston 
(SLAGH) met to elect their new officers and board of directors. Elected to the following
positions were: President Jerry 
Simoneaux, Vice President Sally 
Langston, and Secretary/Treasurer 
John Nechman. Elected to the board of 
directors were: John Adcock, Langston, 
Nechman, Don Rumer, Jerry 
Simoneaux, and Charles Kin Spain. 
SLAGH also dedicated and presented 
the following Advocacy Awards in 
honor of three longtime members of 
SLAGH. Phyllis Randolph Frye received 
the award for Advocacy by a Member of 
the Bar; Eugene M. Harrington received 
the award for Advocacy in Academia; 
and Ray Hill received the award for 
Advocacy by a Non-Attorney

Houstonians Phyllis Randolph Frye and Ray Hill both 
were awarded honors recently by the Stonewall Lawyers 
Association of Greater Houston. Also honored was 
Eugene M. Harrington.

Gay veterans group 
plans Saturday social

The Houston chapter of American 
Veterans for Equal Rights (AVER-Houston) 
will hold a “meet and greet” social Saturday at 
Cafe Express in the River Oaks Plaza. 
Potential members do not have to be veterans 
to attend the event or join AVER-Houston. The 
group is a coalition of veterans, active duty 
members, reservists and civilians dedicated
to overturning the military ban against gay 
servicemembers. The organization was previ­
ously known as the Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual 
Veterans of America, and recently changed 
its name to include all American veterans, 
regardless of their sexual orientation or gen­
der identity ‘As it was, our name (GLBVA)
was not inclusive of transgender/transexual, 
two-spirit and heterosexual members,” said 
AVER President Jim Donovan. “We feel it was 
time to change our name to a fully inclusive 
name, which at the same time was not a cum­
bersome alphabet SOUp. The membership 
chose American Veterans for Equal Rights’ as
a descriptive, simple, yet fully inclusive name 
which leaves no question as to our goals and 
ideals.” The National Transgender Advocacy 
Coalition (NTAC), based in Houston, praised 

e group’s name switch. “As a former mem- 
er of GLBVA, I am beaming with pride to 

ex™0118 change,” said Monica Helms, 
“Not o0ni^FAC’lVeteran’s Committee. 
________ oesthe new name reflect the desire

AVER-Houston social
5 p.m. Saturday, May 11 
Cafe Express • 1422 West Gray

of their members to show full inclusion, but 
the willingness of the organization to work on 
a broader scope of issues. I plan on renewing 
my membership, and urge all transgender vet­
erans to join AVER.”

From staff reports

obitiiary
Dean Chachere, 39, artist and DJ

Dean Chachere, 39, of Houston died 
Friday, May 3,2002.

A memorial service is planned for 4:30 
p.m. Saturday, May 11, 2002, at Rothko 
Chapel, 1409 Sul Ross.

Chachere was a performance artist and 
a community and AIDS activist. He will be 
remembered as a hilarious, compassionate 
intellectual and cultural critic, friends told 
the Houston Chronicle.

As an artist, Chachere was known for 
his live, multimedia works. He also was a 
disc jockey who worked from Houston to 
New York City. He was a driving force 
behind Power Tools, a performance and 
dance club downtown in the 1980s.

As a community activist, Chachere led 
concerned citizens to protest the owner’s 
plan to tear down the two-story Bethje-Lang 
Building at 316 Milam in the late 1980s. It 
was reputed to be the second-oldest com­
mercial building in Houston. The owner, 
however, had the building razed despite the 
protests, the Chronicle reported.

Survivors include his mother, Fay; 
brothers, Guy, Allen, David and Don Jr.; 
and sisters Anita and Donna.

From staff reports

Don't be one of them.

COMPARE!See Why Almost One Million 

Americans Have Shopped For 
Their Insurance With Best Quote!

■ You make the call — our 
representatives will never contact you

■ Completely confidential

■ Risk free, no obligation

■ Guaranteed satisfaction

■ Quick and easy

Compare the best rates from our best companies! 
Get a free price comparison from BestQuote™

Best Quote1'' is an independent insurance buying service. We select the best rates 
from our “A” rated insurance companies and send you a FREE price comparison-

800-811-5878

CcW *r Life GRX-W
# LSHS8A Guard'd 1* Vsat Term

In *»$«**«
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Millions of Americans

BESTQUWE
The Best Way To Buy Insurance

Call today tor your 
FREE price comparison.

24 hours / 7 days a weefc.

What are you paying now 
Here’s what you could be paying. 
$200,000 Life Insurance

Monthly Premium

Age: 35 45 55

Male: $11.64 $20.56 $40.69

Female: $10.94 $16.54 $28.45
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Perfect for gift giving!
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Premier
MGING & WIRELESS

FREE 
PHONE

Choose from items 

such as gemstone 

frames, imported 

hand-blown art glass, 
vases, candle lamps 

and many others.

Explore the greatest river in the world aboard the mv Rio Amazonas with up to 
24 congenial shipmates on a wonderfully enjoyable and meaningful cruise!

Anytime Minutes
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Take 20% off the 
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The Great
Amazon Adventure Cruise

JUNE 28 TO JULY 6, 2002

Following two days exploring Lima, we board the mv Rio Amazonas in Iquitos for our week on 
the Amazon. We make daylight and evening forays into the jungle via small boats and/or on 
foot making contact with the Yagua and Bora Indians and experiencing first-hand much of the 

Amazon’s absolutely incredible flora and fauna. Visits to the river ports of Leticia, Colombia 

and Tabatinga, Brazil provide additional contacts with those who live along the river, as well as 

access to Amazon handicrafts.

Please call us or check our website for details about our 2002 tours, including Peru in Style 

on July 21 to August 2, that includes three nights at the unique Sanctuary Lodge, next to the 
ruins of Machu Picchu.

HANNS EBENSTEN TRAVEL, INC 
513 FLEMING STREET, SUITE TWO; KEY WEST, FLORIDA 33040, USA 
Toll-Free ?866.i 294-8174 FAX (305) 292-9665 E-mail: HETravel@aoLcom www.HETravel.com

cinguiar
WIRELESS!

Gommunicau;
Houston

713.465.8883
Rate Plans subject to change without notice. Please call Premier Paging & Wireless for compiete details. Discounts and coupons may not be combined. Approved credit and one year agreement are required.

Enjoy Dessert Night every Wednesday!
Try any of our decadent desserts for half price 

every Wednesday from 7 pm until closing! 
Open until midnight Thursday, Friday and Saturday.

1111 westheimer Road, Houston 
(713) 942-0147

Books Periodical Greeting Cords  Music Gifts  Coffeeft Desserts

Get Right Through 5000

Authorized Deal

J

As*/

The mv Rio Amazonas is a colorful and traditional river ship completely modernized in 1994. 
It provides cozy air-conditioned cabins, each with private facilities, and the spacious sundeck, 
outdoor lounge, dining and bar areas are ideal for relaxing and socializing. The experienced 

captain and engineer have worked the Amazon all their lives and are ably assisted by their 

attentive and attractive English-speaking Peruvian crew.
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Gay teacher sues Ala. school board
Closeted man claims he 
was fired for being gay
By JENNIFER J. SMITH

The American Civil Liberties Union filed 
a first-of-its-kind federal lawsuit this week 
on behalf of an unidentified gay Alabama 
public school teacher who claims he was 
fired because of his sexual orientation.

The fired teacher is identified in the 
case only as “Joe Doe” because “he is now 
teaching at another public school in 
Alabama where he remains closeted,” said 
Eric Ferrero, public education director for 
the ACLU’s Lesbian & Gay Rights Project.

In an unusual twist, the defendant is 
also anonymous in the lawsuit filed 
Wednesday in the U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of Alabama.

The six-page complaint filed on Doe’s 
behalf names the defendants as “An Alabama 
Board of Education, Board Members A, B, C, 
D and E, and the Superintendent of the 
Board’s School District.”

Alabama’s state Board of Education 
“has no idea which board the ACLU is 
suing,” said Tom Salter, communication 
manager for the Alabama Department 
of Education.

“It could be any one of them,” Salter 

said. “We just know it is not the state board 
because when we got wind of the suit this 
morning, our attorneys called the court­
house and court personnel were able to 
inform the attorneys that it wasn’t us.”

Alabama has 67 different county educa­
tion districts, and an additional 61 city 
education districts.

A decision from the court was expected 
Thursday on whether it would accept the 
anonymous lawsuit, said Leslie Cooper, 
ACLU staff attorney.

“We think the law is on our side in tak­
ing certain safeguards to protect John 
Doe’s identity,” she said.

The ACLU held a press conference 
Wednesday in Montgomery to announce 
the Alabama case. The plaintiff was not 
present, but sent a written statement 
which was read aloud by J.R. Finney, pas­
tor of Birmingham’s mostly gay Covenant 
Metropolitan Community Church.

“I know I’m a good teacher,” the state­
ment said. “My bosses know it, and my stu­
dents and their parents know it. I’ve 
always understood that the bargain here is 
that I do my job and do it well, and that I 
keep my private life private.

“I did that, and it didn’t matter. I lost 
my job anyway,” the statement said.

Doe worked as a teacher for two years 
for the undisclosed Alabama school dis­
trict, during which he created new educa-

J.R. Finney, pastor at Birmingham's Covenant 
Metropolitan Church, read a statement by an anony­
mous gay teacher at an ACLU press conference May 
8.1 kept my private life private.... I lost my job any­
way,' the teacher said.

tion programs, worked long hours, tutored 
students before and after school and 
received excellent job evaluations, accord­
ing to Ferrero.

There were no complaints in his file, 
according to the suit.

“He received an excellent job evalua­
tion from the principal one day, and liter­
ally the next day was fired by the superin­
tendent,” Ferrero said.

Cooper said the teacher “has been told 
directly by school personnel that he was 

fired because he was gay”
Doe was “extremely closeted,” Ferrero 

said. “Although he lives with his partner of 
eight years, he brought female dates to 
school functions, and frequently talked 
about his ex-wife and kids to give the 
impression he was heterosexual.”

The teacher hired to replace Doe was 
not certified, and the school superinten­
dent refused to provide Doe with a reason 
for his dismissal, the suit claims.

“The defendants’ conduct therefore vio­
lated the equal protection clause of the 
14th Amendment to the United States 
Constitution,” the suit argues.

“Bottom line, it’s unconstitutional to fire 
someone because they’re gay,” Ferrero said.

Neither the state of Alabama nor the 
federal government have laws prohibiting 
job discrimination based on sexual orien­
tation. The Alabama State Board of 
Education also does not have a policy ban­
ning anti-gay job bias.

Jennifer J. Smith can be reached at jsmith@sovo.com

| ft FOR MORE INFO

I ACLU of Alabama

207 Montgomery Street, Suite 825
Montgomery, AL 36101
334-265-2754
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GOP staffers fear comments undermine efforts
ENDA, continued from Page 1

Sources familiar with Republican co­
sponsors of ENDA, speaking on condition 
that they not be identified, said the Tafel 
statement and similar statements 
released by Log Cabin earlier this year 
undercut years of work by moderate 
Republican lawmakers who have taken 
political risks to back ENDA.

“This is catching people off guard,” 
said one GOP House staff member.

“This undermines our efforts to build 
support for this at a time when we actual­
ly have a chance to pass it,” said another 
GOP staffer.

Katie Levinson, press secretary for Rep. 
Christopher Shays (R-Conn.), one of the 
lead sponsors of ENDA in the House, 
declined to comment on the Tafel commen­
tary, but said Shays remains a strong sup­
porter of the bill.

“In Congressman Shay’s opinion, this 
legislation is vital and continues to be of 
the utmost importance,” Levinson said. 
“We Yiave seen no evidence in a shift in 
employment practices to a degree suffi­
cient to indicate that discrimination 
against gays and lesbians no longer exists 
in the workplace.”

Rep. Mark Foley (R-Fla.), another long­
time ENDA supporter, also believes the 
need for ENDA remains strong and contin­
ues to call on his Republican colleagues to 

support the legislation, said Foley press 
secretary Kirk Fordham.

“I would invite Log Cabin to take a 
more constructive step to advance ENDA,” 
Fordham said.

LCR says Dems have 
made ENDA 'political'

Log Cabin spokesperson Kevin Ivers 
said Log Cabin continues to support 
ENDA. But he said the group believes gay 
Democrats and Democratic senators and 
House members are more interested in 
using ENDA as a political issue in the 
upcoming election than in seeing it pass.

“The only way this can become a law is 
if all sides come together and reach a com­
promise,” Ivers said. “What we’re saying 
is, we’re in a different political world now. 
Bill Clinton is no longer president. So con­
tinuing with the same strategy is not going 
to move this bill.”

Ivers dismissed charges by gay 
Democrats that Log Cabin is attempting to 
downplay the need for enda to soften 
reaction from gays to the position on the 
bill by President Bush and Republican 
leaders in Congress. The president has 
said he opposes sexual orientation dis­
crimination, but as a candidate he declined 
to support ENDA. He opposed gay civil 
rights legislation in Texas during his
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A spokesman for Florida Congressman Mark Foley, a Republican supporter of workplace protection for gays, 
said he would ’invite Log Cabin to take a more constructive step to advance ENDA.’

J.

tenure as that state’s governor.
Republican leaders in the House have 

vowed to block ENDA from coming up for a 
vote, even though House Republican sup­
porters believe there is a large enough 
coalition of Republicans and Democrats to 
pass the bill.

Steve Elmendorf, the openly gay chief 
of staff for House Minority Leader 
Richard Gephardt (D-Mo.), characterized 
as “a total lie” the claim that Democrats 
would sacrifice ENDA for partisan politi­
cal gain in the election.

“ENDA was put together in a compro­
mise to build bipartisan support, which it 
did,” Elmendorf said. “There has never 
been any sign by the Republican leadership 
to ever reach out for a true compromise. In 
fact, the Republican leadership, for the 
most part, is not passive on this. They are 
actively working against the bill.”

“And that is what’s most appalling, 
said Elmendorf. “You have a bipartisan 
majority in both houses that is ready to 
pass this bill.”

Ivers, calling comments by Elmendorf 
“predictable,” said many Republicans 
believe it is more than a coincidence that 
Senate Majority Leader Tom Daschle (D- 
S.D.) decided to bring ENDA to the Senate 
floor just before the 2002 congressional 
elections. Ivers said Republican leaders 
view the timing as an attempt to 
“stonewall” on an ENDA compromise and 
then blame Republicans for its defeat.

Winnie Stachelberg, political director 
of the Human Rights Campaign, the 
national gay political group that has led 
lobbying efforts on behalf of ENDA, said 
the bill’s supporters are open to any “rea­
sonable” compromises the Republican 
leaders choose to offer. Stachelberg and 
GOP supporters of ENDA, including Shays 
and Foley, say the bill has already been 
changed several times in Republican-pro- 
posed compromises.

During a Senate markup hearing last 

month. Sen. Judd Gregg (R-N.H.), the 
ranking Republican on the committee 
with jurisdiction over ENDA, said he 
plans to introduce an amendment to allow 
states to exempt themselves from ENDA. 
Supporters say such an amendment would 
“gut” the bill, making it a useless exercise.

When asked if Log Cabin would sup­
port such a compromise, Ivers said Log 
Cabin favors leaving it to the opposing 
sides to work out an agreement. He said 
Log Cabin stands by Tafel’s statement 
questioning the need for ENDA.

In his statement, Tafel pointed to an 
HRC press release reporting widespread 
support among Fortune 500 corporations 
for non-discrimination employment prac­
tices toward gay workers.

“Ironically, nothing makes the case 
more strongly against federal legislation, 
one might argue, than HRC’s own press 
release,” Tafel said in his statement. He 
suggested that gay Republicans consider 
creating a national job bank for the rela­
tively small number of gays fired due to 
anti-gay discrimination.

“If a gay person is working for the 15 
percent who support firing gays,” Tafel 
said, “chances are they don’t want to win 
in court, they want a new job where they 
can be themselves.”

Among those challenging Tafel’s assess­
ment this week is Arizona State Rep. Steve 
May, an openly gay Republican from 
Phoenix and member of Log Cabin 
Republicans. May recently was picked as 
chair of the Arizona House’s influential 
Ways & Means Committee.

“Rich Tafel makes an important point 
that there are other issues that may affect 
the lives of gays more than ENDA, May 
said. “But I think the premise of federal 
non-discrimination legislation is critical. 
We need this legislation as long as there 
are bigots who decide who gets to work and 
who doesn’t. That’s unjust, and that’s why 
we need this.”



HOUSTON VOICE www.houstonvoice.com MAY 10, 2002 7

I national news

Networks seek input from gays across the nation
CHANNEL, continued from Page 1

ing plans to cable and satellite distributors.
Viacom officials remain mum on 

specifics such as a name and a potential 
launch date for the channel. Some media 
outlets have reported that the channel will 
be offered early next year.

The meetings in cities across the coun­
try should not be characterized as scientif­
ic focus groups, but forums for “early feed­
back to learn more about the interests, 
expectations and needs” of gay 
Americans, said Bob Witeck, partner in 
Washington, D.C.-based Witeck-Combs 
Communications, which is handling some 
public relations for the gay channel.

“We are really not in a position to elab­
orate on the business plans for the pro­
posed new gay channel,” he said. “We’re 
grateful for the many positive responses 
and keen interest received thus far.”

Several participants in last week’s 
Atlanta session said officials from the net­
works would maintain an advisory panel if 
the channel hits the air.

Witeck said Thursday that, so far, no meet­
ings are set to gather feedback from gay 
Houstonians regarding the proposed channel.

“They would like to. There’s no plan at 
the moment,” he said.

Officials consider Houston a good mar­
ket for the channel, Witeck noted, and like­
ly will gather input from local residents at 
some point.

A new "Outlook’?
The idea of a gay channel has captured 

national attention in both gay and non-gay 
newspapers. But details on the Viacom 
venture are slim.

But members of a focus group recently 
gathered in Atlanta offered some clues 
after last week’s session, including the 
working title of the channel — OutLook.

Viacom officials would not confirm any 
details, cautioning that the aspects of the 
proposed channel are “tentative.”

“No specific details were available on 
whether and when the gay cable channel 
itself will be operational,” Witeck said.

News reports have suggested that the 
new channel could be ready for launch as 
early as the first quarter of 2003.

While the advisory meetings are infor­
mal sessions for information gathering, 
executives also floated some programming 
ideas, according to participants in the 
May 1 meeting. >

One topic centered on the networks’ 
plan to provide the channel expressly as 
entertainment, not as an advocacy effort 
for gay civil rights, participants said.

Late-night differences
Programming possibilities for the 

Viacom channel include gay movies, public 
affairs talk shows and a documentary fash­
ioned after A&E’s “Biography” that would 

feature stories of gay figures, according to 
participants in the Atlanta meeting.

But no erotica.
Pride Vision, a Canadian cable channel 

with plans to launch a U.S. version as early 
as this fall, includes late-night erotic films 
for both gay men and lesbians.

The Canadian-based network doesn’t 
shy away from the fact that “sex sells,” said 
Bruce Glawson, vice president of Canadian 
programming.

“We include those programs based on 
audience feedback and a strong message 
that one of the common denominators in 
gay life is sexuality,” Glawson said. “Just 
like straight sexuality is part of media cov­
erage, so it is with gay people’s lives.”

It’s that sexuality that concerns the 
conservative Parents Television Council, 
which actively opposes any gay TV chan­
nel in the U.S., said L. Brent Bozell, the 
organization’s president.

“This is a move to promote the homo­
sexual lifestyle to the public,” Bozell 
said. “Far from being under-served, gays 
have been pampered and catered to, 
seemingly everywhere you turn you find 
the gay character, the gay theme, the gay 
argument inserted and so often for no 
reason other than to placate the gay 
community.”

Parents Television Council has started 
a letter-writing campaign and keeps mem­
bers updated through e-mails.

Tull steam ahead’
Despite opposition, both PrideVision 

and Viacom are moving forward, though 
neither has fully secured cable or satellite 
providers to air their channel.

But Showtime isn’t wasting time in warm­
ing up its audience to gay programming. On 
May 22, the network will air a gay program­
ming block on Wednesdays on Sho Too, part of 
the network’s “Showtime Unlimited” package.

In addition to “Queer as Folk” episodes, 
Showtime will air the animated series 
“Queer Duck” and bring in new talent for 
comedy sketches. Gay-themed movies will 
also be included, said Stephanie Gibbons, 
senior vice president of advertising and 
promotions at Showtime.

O MTV: Music Television

1515 Broadway • New York, NY 10036-8901 
212-258-8184 • www.mtv.com

Showtime Networks, Inc.
1633 Broadway • New York, NY 10019 
212.708.1600 • www.sho.com

PrideVision TV
370 King Street West • RO. Box 56
Toronto, ON, MSV 1J9 Canada
1-877-774-3388
www.PrideVisionTV.com

Houston Area HIV Services 
Ryan White Planning Council Office of Support 

www.rwpc.orQ

> Houston Area HIV Services
> Ryan White Planning Council

Invites You to Meet Houston Public Leaders 
and Add Your Input to

Title I Service Priorities & Definitions 
Also...

Learn about the 2002 HIV/AIDS Needs Assessment

A Public Hearing Will Be Held At
Houston City Hall Annex Council Chamber

900 Bagby Street. Public Level. Downtown Houston

7:00pm, Wednesday, May 29,2002
........................ .... -

For Information Packets, Free Childcare
& Free Transportation, Please Call:

Phone:713-572-3724
Fax:713-572-3740 
TTD: 713-572-2813

clasesic\klasik\adj: felt to be among 

the great literary works of mankind

Discover the pre-Stonewall world 
of Lambda Award-winning 
author, Donald Windham— 
an American classic!

Order both now—only $20!

($30 value)
Toll-free 1-866-445-5787

$4.50 shipping and handling

Extraordinary reading."
Village Voice

Emotionally powerful."

Lambda Book Report

The Dog Star 
. . . •

The Do-T

'A literary high mark."
National Public Radio

'An unadulterated artist."
Tennessee Williams

'Virtually flawless."
Washington Blade

'A very beautiful book."
Albert Camus

'Downright powerful."
The New York Times

WiraShar

THE DOG STAR $14.95

A brilliant, mid-century, 
coming-of-age story set in Atlanta

EMBLEMS OF CONDUCT $14.95
Windham's stunning childhood, 
coming-out memoir

eatafaitat h itaalh Mtan



8 MAY 10, 2002
www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTON VOICE

ABOUT THE CARDS:
Cards are run full color on Gloss/ 
Matte Cardstock . Price includes 
scanning of image for front of card 
and basic file set-up/file sending. 
Complex design jobs may incur 
additional design fees.
SAMPLES AVAILABLE IN STORE!

custom FULL COLOR 
BUSINESS CARDS

From your design on disk or from your image.

Great for Personal or Business use!

M

PRICING:
Quantity Price

100 ........... 35.40
200 .............48.30
500 .............87.00
1000 ...... 141.50

I 3dai

g::::: ®
g:::::
::::::: zMkv-w"*

>•♦♦•••••*222221211,#«»•*••*•••♦••♦••••••♦♦♦•»••»♦•••♦•♦♦•»••♦••!

—•••••••♦•♦♦••*•• •♦••♦•ns5::::::;ny5nie.322222222::::2ia
4. mc a a A A JBrdfc

1201 Westheimer 

713/528-1201

- hot pictures
* y-'j
I

i"

' '''

Gay activists are pressuring Thomas F. 
Birmingham, president of the Massachusetts 
state Senate, to prevent an anti-gay marriage 
ban from seeing a vote.

Mass. Senate president asked to block marriage ban
BOSTON — Activists want the president of the Massachusetts state senate to prevent a 
bill banning gay marriage from reaching a vote, the Boston Globe reported. Senate 

President Thomas F. Birmingham will set the 
agenda when the state legislature meets for a 
constitutional convention on June 19. If 25 per­
cent of House and Senate members vote in 
favor of the marriage ban for two years in a 
row, it could go on a statewide ballot as early as 
2004. In addition to banning gay marriage in 
the state, the legislation could also take away 
domestic partner benefits and bereavement 
leave. Birmingham appears to be leaning 
toward allowing the vote, according to the 
Globe. "I’m exploring ways to stop it,” 
Birmingham said, calling the measure “wrong- 
headed and wrong-hearted.” "[But] I also think 
that we’re sent here to vote on things.” The 
group supporting the ban, Massachusetts 
Citizens for Marriage, vowed to call attention 
to Birmingham’s actions if he stalls the vote.

Ind. city won't support gay 
confab over Boy Scouts

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — The deputy mayor 
of Bloomington said the City will no longer 
support a gay youth conference after learn­
ing the event is being pitched as a counter- 
point to a Boy Scoots conference the next 
week, the Bloomington Herald-Times report­
ed. Sponsored by Indiana University’s Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender Student 
Support Services Office, the Sexual Minority 
Youth in the Heartland Conference — target­
ing professionals who work with gay young 
people—is set for July 19-21. The Boy Scouts 
of America, which won a U.S. Supreme 
Court victory upholding its right to ban gay 
members, will hold its National Order of the 
Arrow Conference in Bloomington on July 
27. Deputy Mayor James McNamara sent a 
letter to organizers of the gay event saying 
the city opposes the Scouts’ gay ban, but will 
not support the gay youth conference after 
learning it is a “shadow or counter confer­
ence” to the Boy Scouts. “The city cannot 
countenance scapegoating good kids for deci­
sions they have not made,” McNamara, who 
is gay, wrote in the letter. Conference orga­
nizers said their event would not interfere 
with the Boy Scouts in any way

Conn, governor says he will 
sign just-passed gay bill

HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) — Gay rights 
advocates hugged in the gallery of the 
state Senate Tuesday night after senators 
voted overwhelmingly to extend certain 
legal rights to gay couples. The bill 
allows a person to legally designate 
another person to make medical deci­
sions and end-of life choices, such as 
organ donation and life support. The bill 
also allows for private visits in nursing 
homes and requires employers to allow 
emergency phone calls from the lega y 
designated person. The measure a so 
requires that the General Assem y s 
Judiciary Committee study same-sex 
marriage and civil unions later this year 
and issue a report. “This is a mat er o 
basic decency and fairness, sai en. 
John McKinney (R-Fairfield). A 
spokesperson said after the vote that Gov. 
Juon G. Rowland expects to sign the bill.

Provincetown coach 
fired after anti-gay slurs

PROVINCETOWN, Mass. — Nicola 
Nasuti, coach of the South Shore 
Christian Academy baseball team, has 
been dumped after allegedly making anti- 
gay remarks following his team’s 15-3 loss 
to Provincetown High School on April 25, 
the Cape Cod Times reported. Nasuti 
allegedly lisped remarks during final 
handshakes. After Provincetown assistant 
coach Marty Menangas, a police officer, 
informed Nasuti that the town has a law 
against hate crimes, “(Nasuti) said ‘I’ll 
show you a real hate crime,”’ Police Chief 
Schuyler Meyer said. Nasuti told the Cape 
Cod Times his accusers are being too sen­
sitive. “It was all about their kids showing 
up our first-year program,” he said. “It 
was over the baseball game and nothing 
else.” Officials with the Christian school 
said they have asked Nasuti, a volunteer 
with a son who attends the school, not to 
coach the team in the future.

National frat evicts Mich, 
members over anti-gay slurs
EAST LANSING, Mich. — The national 
leadership of Pi Kappa Phi fraternity 
voted May 1 to evict members at Michigan 
State University due to anti-gay T-shirts 
worn by some members of the group, 
according to State News, the campus news­
paper. The action caps a month of contro­
versy sparked by an incident in which 
some students pledging the fraternity 
wore pink sleeveless T-shirts bearing 
homophobic statements to two residence 
hall cafeterias. The slogans included “I 
like little boys,” “Capt. Gay Sex,” and “Fag 
hairstylist.” The national chapter tem­
porarily suspended the MSU group’s char­
ter on April 10; Pi Kappa Phi’s national 
council voted unanimously last week to 
evict all members of the chapter. “I think 
the action was appropriate and warranted 
considering the ongoing actions of the 
chapter, said Stephen Whitby, assistant 
executive director for the national frater­
nity. The group will be restarted on the 
campus with new members in the fall.

From staff and wire reports
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Charges dismissed against AIDS activists in Calif.
SAN FRANCISCO — A judge dismissed 27 misdemeanor and felony counts against contro­
versial AIDS activists Michael Petrelis and David Pasquarelli on a technicality May 2, accord­
ing to the San Francisco Examiner. The two men were accused of criminal conspiracy stalk­
ing and making criminal threats to employees of the San Francisco Chronicle and the

Charges against San Francisco AIDS activists 
David Pasquarelli (left) and Michael Petrelis, 
accused of stalking newspaper employees, were 
dropped last week on a legal technicality.

Department of Public Health. Pasquarelli 
still faces two felony and three misdemeanor 
charges in a related case involving University 
of California San Francisco employees. The 
original judge in the preliminary hearing 
was reassigned to another trial, causing a vio­
lation of procedure and delaying the case 
while the activists were in jail, said Mark 
Vermeulen, Pasquarelli’s attorney The dis­
trict attorney has refiled the charges and a 
new date will be set. “If they suffer another 
dismissal, it’s gone,” Vermeulen said. The 
activists, known for their confrontational tac­
tics, were released from jail in February after 
spending 72 days in jail.

Convicted killers want 
divorce behind bars in Pa.

EASTON, Pa. (AP) — The marriage of a 
jailed Easton-area couple convicted of 
killing the woman’s female lover appar­
ently is coming to an end. Michelle Hetzel, 
20, and Brandon Bloss, 26, are behind bars 
for the slashing death last year of Devon 
Guzman, 19. Hetzel was having an affair 
with Guzman while married to Bloss, 
according to court testimony. Hetzel grew 
angry when Guzman refused to leave her 
own live-in lover, and Bloss was becoming 
fed up with Guzman’s interference in his 
marriage. In June 2000, Guzman’s body 
was found curled up in the back seat of 
her own car. Her throat had been slashed, 
and the scene was set up to look like a sui­
cide, police said. Two months later, Hetzel 
and Bloss were charged with the crime. A 
jury found both Hetzel and Bloss guilty of 
first-degree murder. The two could get life 
in prison when sentenced. A judge has 
rejected the couple’s appeals.

Bystander shot during dispute 

between lesbian couple in Fla.

PENSACOLA, Fla. (AP) — A woman was 
shot in the stomach April 28 after inter­
ceding in a confrontation between an 
estranged lesbian couple outside a 
church during Sunday worship. One of 
the former partners was shot in the 
hand. The shootings occurred in the 
Holy Cross Metropolitan Community 
Church parking lot after the couple 
attended an earlier service. Andrea 
Cobb, 61, was charged with two counts of 
attempted murder and remains in jail 
without bond. Nancy Browning, also a 
church member, underwent surgery for 
the stomach wound she received after 
getting between Cobb and Joyce 
Anderson, who was treated for her hand 
wound and released. Rev. Sandy O Steen 
of MCC had been counseling the couple 
since their recent breakup. Ron Swiger 
was conducting an HIV screening when 
he heard the first shot and saw Browning 
step between the two women. “She was 
saying, ‘Don’t shoot, don’t shoot. If 
you’re going to shoot, shoot me,”’ Swiger 
said. “Then, ‘Bang!’ She shot her.”

Judge sentences Ore. lesbian 

to life in double homicide

BEND, Ore. (AP) — A judge sentenced a 
woman to two life terms after she pleaded 
guilty to killing her domestic partner and 
her partner’s son. Judge Michael 
Sullivan sentenced Randy Joseph 
Stewart, 62, on May 3 in the March shoot­
ing deaths of Helen Rodriguez, 56, and 
Rodriguez’s son Felipe Rodriguez, 31. 
“With this sentence, you will die behind 
bars, as it should be,” Sullivan said. 
Stewart told police she shot the two in 
late March after the son argued with his 
mother about buying a car, according to a 
search warrant affidavit. After the shoot­
ing, Stewart drove to a police station and 
called 911 to report that there were dead 
people in her trailer. Stewart and 
Rodriguez had been partners for about 20 
years and lived together. The victims’ rel­
atives sobbed during sentencing and 
urged Sullivan to impose a harsh penalty.

Gay student beaten, then 

suspended by N.J. school

HILLSBOROUGH, N.J. — The sexual ori­
entation of a 17-year-old high school stu­
dent might have motivated four class­
mates to assault him in the school cafete­
ria, authorities told the Courier News. 
Scott Lipich, a sophomore, sustained a 
fractured nose and a chipped tooth after 
he was punched several times on April 30, 
police said. Authorities believe a 16-year- 
old boy — who allegedly used anti-gay epi­
thets during the assault — instigated the 
attack. Those involved could face criminal 
charges, including a high penalty because 
of the suspected anti-gay motivation, a 
prosecutor said. The school district sus­
pended the 16-year-old and three other 
accused attackers. School officials and 
students said the instigator has verbally 
harassed the victim since September. 
Students passed around fliers about a 
protest over the incident. “Violence in the 
school is unacceptable, everyone should 
be treated equally,” read the flier. Lipich, 
the victim, was suspended for 10 days on 
May 3 when he walked out of a meeting 
about the protest with the principal.

From staff and wire reports
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editorial

How not to win 
our civil rights
In a stunning example of doublethink, Log Cabin 
says corporate support means ENDA isn't necessary, 
as if that means other employers won't discriminate.

limited view of the effect non-discrimina­
tion legislation would have in the work­
place and beyond.

Many of those gay Republicans who 
don’t complain to Tafel about being fired 
for being gay have never really tested 
their employers on the subject because 
they work with two feet firmly planted in 
the closet. The same holds true, of course, 
for many other gays, who must live and 
work under entirely different conditions 
than their heterosexual coworkers, unable 
to acknowledge their loved ones, often 
forced by circumstance to lie and deceive.

If those closeted employees knew they 
had the protection of the law, they would 
be more likely to live and work openly as 
gay men and lesbians. It is a fundament 
precept of the gay movement that almost 
nothing can have a more liberating 
impact on the lives and happiness of gays 
than coming out, and yet Log Cabin would 

By CHRIS CRAIN

w FIRST AND FOREMOST, even those gay 
employees working at Fortune 500 compa­
nies with strongly worded non-discrimi­
nation policies don’t actually enjoy legal 
protection, unless they live in one of the 
several dozen jurisdictions nationwide 
that have enacted workplace bias laws.

Many of those companies, while willing 
to give lip service to employee diversity, 
would never have adopted non-discrimina­
tion policies if they had the force of law. In 
almost every court to address the issue, 
such policies have been found to be aspira­
tional statements, and nothing more. You 
can’t sue a company for violating them.

discount that impact entirely.
And then there is the impact that more 

openly gay employees would have on their 
coworkers, and on society at-large, not to 
mention the symbolic effect of enshrining 
civil rights protection for gays at the same 
level as existing protection on the basis of 
race, gender and religion.

E’VE ALL HEARD the 
jokes — how being a gay 
Republican is an oxy­
moron, along the lines of a 
Nazi Jew. For the most 

_____________  part, these curt dismissals 
come from the politically correct crowd, 
who are about as tolerant of dissent as 
they accuse most Republicans of being.

But if ever a group seemed determined 
to prove the slurs about it are true, it’s the 
Log Cabin Republicans. The mission of 
the country’s largest gay GOP group is “to 
work within the Republican Party for the 
equal rights of all Americans, including 
gay men and women.” You 
wouldn’t have known it from 
the recent meanderings of 
Rich Tafel, the group’s long­
time executive director.

Even as a Senate committee 
was passing on for full Senate 
consideration the Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act, Tafel 
was sending out a statement to 
Log Cabin members, question­
ing whether workplace protec­
tion for gays is really necessary

In almost Orwellian 
fashion, Tafel cited support 
for ENDA among the general 
public, as well as non-bias 
policies in place at many 
Fortune 500 companies, as 
somehow evidence that the 
legislation isn’t needed.

“I can tell you anecdotally that as I 
travel all over the country, I almost never 
hear from anyone who was fired because 
they were gay,” Tafel wrote. “In fact, I 
hear almost every other issue being pas­
sionately argued but not this one.”

Putting aside for the moment the long 
odds that a lesbian fired from her job 
would be showing up for a personal 
appearance by Rich Tafel, there are so 
many fallacies to the Log Cabin position 
that it’s hard to know where to begin.

Chris Crain is executive editor of the
Houston Voice and can be reached at 

ccrain@window-media.com.

THERE ARE, OF COURSE, 
principled reasons for even gays to 
oppose legislation like ENDA. Plenty of 
libertarians — of the lowercase and 
capital “L” variety — and more than a few 
Republicans oppose almost all forms of 
government regulation of business.

But Log Cabin hasn’t chosen that path. 
Instead, its leadership has turned ENDA 

into a political football, 
all while hypocritically 
accusing other gay 
rights leaders and Hill 
Democrats of doing 
exactly that. To Tafel 
and the current LCR 
leadership, still smart­
ing from their decision 
to back John McCain 
in the 2000 primaries, 
backing away from 
ENDA is a way to 
curry favor with the 
Bush administration, 
which would rather not 
have to deal with the 
legislation.

Recent history — 
particularly on the

farm bill and campaign finance 
reform — demonstrates that this presi­
dent is every bit as capable as his prede­
cessor at blowing with the political 
winds. If ENDA passes, he may well sign 
If it doesn’t. Log Cabin will have come 
one step closer to becoming the joke that 
many already make of it.

Then there are those many thousands 
of gay employees who work for companies, 
some Fortune 500 but most not, that won 
even adopt a policy saying they on 
intend to discriminate on the basis of 
ual orientation. And it only seems elemen- 
tary that the law is needed to protect gays 
at these companies, even more so than at 
the many that have happily proclaimed 
themselves welcoming to gay employees.

Tafel insists that ENDA “probably 
won’t really change the lives of gay 
Americans,” but that betrays a shockingly 

BUSH
ADMINISTRATION
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Divided, we stumble

Petty infighting among gay rights activists 
only stalls the overall movement for eguality

“How do liberals form a firing squad?” 
“In a circle.”
I heard this joke 25 years ago, and it was 

too close to true to be very funny. Those 
were the brief days when liberals dominat­
ed the Democratic Party and Democrats 
won elections, so we fought each other.

I thought about it not long ago, while 
watching some Republican primary 
fights, and smiled. However, if or perhaps 
when we can substitute “queers” for “lib­
erals,” there is nothing to smile about.

Intramural political wars begin when it 
looks like there’s something to fight about, 
and that’s what makes them so dangerous. 
Winning a battle or two is not the same as 
winning a war, and there are many, many 
more battles in the fight for civil rights for 
gays, lesbians, bisexuals and/or transgenders.

These domestic quarrels divert our 
time, attention and energy from the real 
fights against the real foes.

Equally as important, we cannot afford 
for our best and brightest, our reliable and 
hardworking or even our occasional partic­
ipants to decide that it is more rewarding 
to grow roses than to be a political activist.

These battles discourage participation 
from new activists who want to do some­
thing constructive.

Even more dangerous than the fights in 
or among the various political houses of 
political activists, are the ones that take 
aim at the non-participants. “Empty-head­

ed gym bunnies who don’t care about any­
thing except themselves,” I’ve heard them 
called. Well, maybe, but isn’t the quest for 
votes about appealing, at least in some 
part, to a voter’s self interest? If you don’t 
have at least one reason why a gay person, 
brainy or not, should vote in a particular 
election, it’s time to work on the message.

The warning signs that you are being 
recruited to join a firing squad, and the 
target is one of your own, include words 
like “He’s not really a suitable representa­
tive of our community,” “What are her 
motives?”, “Who does he think he is?”, 
and the ever-popular, “She’s forgotten 
where she came from.” A vague defense of 
the subject usually ends the matter, at 
least as far as you are concerned. Urdess, 
of course, you pick up the phone to tell 
the subject of the discussion all about it.

Whenever the discussion involves 
raised voices and/or words like “bitch” 
(or worse), or statements that the previ­
ous statement is “stupid,” it is time to call 
the question, adjourn the meeting, or put 
the microphone in your pocket and walk 
out. Nothing positive will be accom­
plished. If this happens frequently in an 
organization, it may be the end of the 
group, especially as far as women mem­
bers go. I know very few women who 
think arguing is an enjoyable pastime, 
although some men regard it as a sport.

This is not to say that there is not room

OVERDUE 
TRANS-ACHON

7

4 
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for legitimate (or even illegitimate) differ­
ences of opinion over issues, tactics, and 
candidates. Movements and organizations 
can usually survive these. Expressions 
like “We’ll have to agree to disagree on 
this one,” “That’s not my fight,” and “I 
committed to X a long time ago,” go a long 
way toward maintaining relations.

One of the difficulties of the gay rights 
movement is that it encompasses a broad 
range of issues. If occasionally expressing 
a different opinion from the popular opin­
ion on an issue costs someone his or her 
credentials as a gay rights activist, there 
won’t be many gay rights activists around.

I think it is particularly divisive to expect 
enthusiastic support on an issue that some­
one doesn’t care about or an issue that does­
n’t address his or her concerns. A case in 
point is that some people are indignant that 
some transgenders do not support passage of 
the Employment Non Discrimination Act 
because transgenders are left out. It’s unfair 
to say “half a loaf is better than none” to the 
people who are on the “none” side of the 
equation, and then expect them to be happy

The problem is not confined to pohtics 
or gay groups. Just as I began writing this 
piece, I saw the new book “Anyway” by 
Kent M. Keith, who authored “The 
Paradoxical Commandments.” One of them 
is “If you do good, people will accuse you of 
selfish ulterior motives. Do good anyway”

If you’re the target, ask yourself, “Is 
this honest criticism? Do I need to do 
something differently?” If not, and Keith’s 
book hasn’t helped you, Billie Carr, the 
“godmother” to Texas’ liberal movement 
for many years, says, “Just leave ’em 
where Jesus flung ’em.”

One of the virtues of politics and of 
the gay rights movement is that there are 
many ways to participate, especially in a 
place like Houston.

If you don’t like one candidate or group, 
there are plenty more to choose from.

Ella Tyler is a freelance writer for 
Houston Voice and a longtime political 
activist in Houston. She may be reached 

via editor@houstonvoice.com.
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PRECOR • LIFE FITNESS ■ CYBEX • NAUTILUS ■ HAMMERSTRENGTH • EXTENSIVE

Three weeks left until SPLASH...

GET YOUR 
ABS IN HERE!

4040 Milam Mon-Fri 5am-10pm

713.524.9932 Sat-Sun 8am-8pm

s BMSNaiXa • HlONaHlSaaWWVH ■ SmunVN ■ X39A9 ■ SS3N1H 3311 • H033Hd ■

WILD. • PASSIONATE.
It’s classy, it’s art, it’s here 
and it’s refreshingly NEW.

When you want to say something funny, 
something erotic, something special or 
something just because, our brand new line 

of original, alternative greeting cards 
will make an impression to last 

forever. Beautiful cards for 
beautiful lifestyles. New designs 

added regularly. Check 
them out today!

• Exclusive photography
• Hand crafted design

WWW.TALMAGIC.COM

|<K3 the record
“I have to never, ever run out of this.”

Gay author David Sedaris, on what he thought after his 
first bump of crystal meth (New York magazine, April 29)

“I couldn’t get out of bed, and when I wasn’t in 
bed, I was curled up in a ball on the floor crying. It 
was like ‘Lady Sings the Blues’! I remember think­
ing, ‘Oh my God, I’m a drug addict.’ I thought I 
was an artist, but I was really a drug addict.”

Gay author David Sedaris, on his withdrawal from crystal meth 
(New York magazine, April 29)

“I will borrow that handbag from Margaret Thatcher, bang it on 
the table and say I want my money back.”

Pirn Fortuyn, the openly gay Dutch politician assassinated on May 6, whose right-wing 
party had been expected to win the second-most number of seats in the upcoming Dutch 

parliamentary election, based in part on a platform of opposing further European integration

“The world is not remotely ready for a gay James Bond.”
Rupert Everett on the necessary heterosexuality of Agent 007 

(Toronto Sun, April 29)

“My friend [out actor] Alan Cumming and the guys always want to 
go to girls bars, and I have to say, ‘You don’t understand. I’m Elvis 
in a girls bar.’”

Rocker Melissa Etheridge on going out in New York City (New York magazine, April 29)

Q: How old is Steve Kmetko, handsome co-host of E! News Daily, 
and is he single? — Jenny Thorvaldson, Fort Collins, Colo.

A: Kmetko is 49 and single. (Sorry, Jenny, he’s 
also gay.) The handsome host jokingly 
attributes his youthful onscreen persona to 
“great makeup and lighting.” Kmetko also tells 
us he’s not involved with anyone right now, 
because his TV gig leaves little time for rela­
tionships other than with his three terriers.

“Walter Scott’s Personality Parade” 
(Parade magazine, April 28)

“Try and be openly gay in Nebraska, and island life is a piece of cake.”
“Survivor: Marquesas” contestant John Carroll 

(Lincoln Journal Star, April 20)

“He was someone I trusted completely But I was too young to understand 
that what I was involved in was destructive and would damage me for 
years to come.... I suffered a great deal because of the events that I have 
described: confusion, deep shame, fear, guilt and ongoing depression.

“I’m just trying to remind people, ‘I’m funny, 
pay attention to that part. Forget about the 
whole gay thing.’”

Comedian Ellen DeGeneres, talking about her current 
stand-up tour (National Post, Ontario, Canada, May 2)

David Prunty who at the age of 16 almost two decades ago, had a sexual relationship 
uavm rrumy, wno at me age Catholic priest who visited him m the hospital, 

where he was being treated for depression. He later had sexu­
al relationships with three other priests and entered the semi­

nary himself, before quitting and suing the church 
(Evansville Courier & Press, Evansville Ind., May 5)

Rich, fine art quality paper 
• Enticingly written scripts
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TOP: Rev. Janet Parker (left) 
and her partner, Julie 
Lindenberg, play at home with 
Hannah, almost 5, and Nate, 3. 
Lindenberg is expecting the 
couple's third child this fall. 
RIGHT: The family includes the 
children's two dads Ernest 
Trevino, the biological father, 
and his partner Scott Ulrich.

•WI

For one Houston lesbian couple, 
Mother's Day has been a long time coming, 
but more than worth the wait
ByKAYY.DAYUS

Every day, not just Mother’s Day, is special to Rev. Janet 
Parker and her partner, Julie Lindenberg, two lesbians who 
tried very hard to have the children they so desired. It took a 
while, but eventually they were successful — so successful, in 
fact, that they are now expecting their third child,

Parker, minister of the Maranatha Fehowship MCC, and 
Lindenberg have been together for 15 years and have two chil- 
dren: Hannah, almost 5, and Nate, 3. Lindenberg is expecting 
the couple’s third child this fall.

Samuel is expected to join the happy family at the begin­
ning of September. Parker says they know he’s a boy because 
of an ultrasound and so they already chose his name. They are 
both eagerly awaiting his appearance.

Moms
at last

After being together for about seven years, the couple 
began to seriously discuss the possibility of children, but they 
wanted their own.

“We decided Julie would be the biological mother because 
she’s 11 years younger than me,” says the young and happy- 
looking Parker. Her office is sprinkled with photographs of 
their two children at various ages. She is obviously the proud 
mother — or, one of them.

Not only do the children have two mothers, but they also 
have two fathers. One is Ernest Trevino, the biological father, 
and the other is Scott Ulrich, his partner of 13 years.

And what’s even better for Hannah and Nate is that they 
have three sets of proud grandparents. Only Parker’s moth­
er is non-accepting of the arrangement amongst the four, 
who all live in Meyerland. Not together, but only about a 
mile apart. „

“My father is deceased and my mother is non-accepting, 
says Parker wryly. But, she adds, the youngsters still have 
plenty of TLC. “The three sets of grandparents are support­
ive and accepting. They provide a good extended family for 
the children.”

Parker thinks her mother may have been more approving 
of the situation if she were the biological mother instead of 
her partner. Parker is, however, the legal guardian of the 
children and she obviously could not love them more had 
she given birth herself. Her face literally glows when she 
talks about them.

She says it was easy to obtain guardianship and that the

Please see MOMS on Page 14
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Children worth the wait for Houston couples
MOMS, continued from Page 13

judge was nice.
“He congratulated me and said he 

hopes my parenting experience is great, 
and then said, ‘Have fun with your chil­
dren,’” she recalls happily.

The road to having the children was a 
rocky one. The couple tried for several 
years before having Hannah. They first 
tried artificial insemination using a 
sperm bank, but that did not work out.

“Julie has polycystic ovaries and it 
wasn’t easy for her to conceive. We had 
tried for years,” says Parker.

At that point, they decided to look into 
adoption. Then their endocrinologist said 
perhaps they should attempt to have a 
baby through the invitro process, which is 
expensive. But these women were deter­
mined to have children.

“It costs about $10,000 in Houston, but 
we found it was about a third cheaper in 
Bedford, Texas, with Doctor Doody He has 
helped a lot of people who have had trou- 
YAe conceiving,” says Parker.

Next, they needed a donor, and, after 
careful thought, approached their good 
friends Trevino and Ulrich.

“When Janet and Julie first asked us, 
we were surprised. And then Ernest and I 
talked about it for some time and decided 
it was a great idea. And, it’s been wonder­
ful,” says Ulrich.

They both went for testing, both will­

ing to be the donor. But it turned out 
that Trevino “had the best swimmers,” 
or higher sperm count, he said. He 
became the donor.

“It worked first time and each time 
since,” says an enthusiastic Ulrich as 
the children yell in the background. It is 
the men’s weekly night over at 
Lindenberg’s and Parker’s home to see 
Hannah and Nate.

“Both our families are great. We take 
them to San Antonio to see Ernest’s fami­
ly and to see their cousins. I have no 
regrets. It far exceeded my expectations of 
having kids,” says Ulrich.

Trevino says the children are a “bless­
ing from God. It’s a dream come true.”

When he came to terms with his sex­
ual orientation, the saddest part was 
that he would have to give up his dreams 
of having children, he recalls. “It was 
always in the back of my mind that I 
wanted to have children,” Trevino says, 
and Parker and Lindenberg gave him 
the opportunity.

Trevino has lived in Houston for some 
time and his parents did not know he 
was gay In fact, for them it was a double 
whammy. He broke the news about being 
gay and that he was about to become a 
father at the same time.

“I said, ‘I’m gay and I’m going to have 
a child.’ They looked at me and said. Are 
you serious?”’ Trevino recalls.

But his family is supportive.

“My parents have certainly accepted 
Scott and the kids and Janet and Julie. 
It was the answer to a prayer,” he says 
gratefully.

Trevino is out at work, and when he 
told his coworkers about Hannah, they 
threw a baby shower for him.

After Hannah and Nate, “We pretty 
much decided two is enough,” says 
Trevino. But, as he got a little older, he 
and Ulrich thought it might be nice to 
have another.

Lindenberg was thinking along the 
same lines. She and Trevino share the 
same birth date, year and all. Maybe 
that’s why they think alike.

Lindenberg says she “had to twist 
Janet’s arm for this one.” She also says 
that she was at first carrying twins but 
one of the fetuses died at eight weeks of 
pregnancy. Perhaps it was for the best, 
she says, adding that Samuel will defi­
nitely be her last child.

She always wanted children, even as a 
little girl, Lindenberg recalls. When she 
and Parker met, she told her right from 
the start that she wanted to be a mother. 
And that was okay with her partner, but 
she didn’t want to actually give birth to 
the children.

“Janet didn’t physically want to have 
children, but she’s a great mom. She’s a 
natural,” says Lindenberg proudly.

The kids call Lindenberg “Mommy” 
and Parker, “Momma Jenny.” Trevino is

“Daddy” and Ulrich is “Poppy” Both men 
go over to the Lindenberg/Parker home 
once a week to see the children and put 
them to bed, and they have them at their 
own home every Friday night and 
Saturday.

According to all parents, the children 
are very comfortable with two mommies 
and two daddies and they are accepted in 
school and in their neighborhood.

Only problem is, says Parker with a 
twinkle in her eye, “They sometimes 
think I’m their grandmother when I’m in 
the park with them.”

And although Parker didn’t physically 
have the children, she couldn’t be any 
closer to them.

“When Hannah was born, we were 
expecting a boy, even though we hadn’t 
been told that. And when she came out, I 
cried, ‘It’s a girl,’ and Hannah turned and 
looked at me. She knew my voice. I had 
been talking to her all the time Julie was 
pregnant.”

In late autumn, Parker, Lindenberg, 
Hannah and Nate are going on a Disney 
cruise with Lindenberg’s parents and 
her siblings. They are all celebrating her 
parents’ 50th wedding anniversary. What 
about Samuel, who will have made his 
entry into the world by then?

“We are seriously thinking of leaving 
him with the guys,” says Lindenberg.

After all, they are his fathers, and they 
are good at changing diapers, too.

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

Principle Office:
Houston, Texas

Adding a child to your family can be a daunting task. My practice is devoted to 
the gay and lesbian family. My goal is to help you successfully bring that new 

addition into your family in the most time-efficient and cost-effective manner 
possible. I would be privileged to accompany you on this unforgettable journey. 
It is your satisfaction that makes my work meaningful and worthwhile. Call me 
for a free, no-obligation consultation or e-mail for a free information packet.

THINKING ABOUT STARTING A FAMILY?
Gay and Lesbian Parenting and Family Building: Options & Solutions

Adoption/Foster Care ♦ Donor Insemination ♦ Surrogacy

Law Office of Jeanne C. Pi, PI J C
Providing Parenting Alternative & Life Solutions to Gay & Lesbian Families

Telephone. (713) 885-0041 ♦ E-mail: jcplawoffice@yahoo.com
Evening and Weekend Appointments Welcome

Proudly Serving the
Gay & Lesbian Community

When you're ready for greater success with:

• Career
Call for an appointment 713-527-0000

Tony Carroll, lmsw acp
Counselitifi, Psychotherapy, Workshops for Individuals and Couples

Relationsh ips • Love
•Happiness •Sex

•Inner Peace

Serving Houston’s Gay and Lesbian g
J Community Since 1983 www.HoustonTherapist.com

1006 Missouri St. 
Houston, IX 77006

Utt RAINBOW tMAtTN FAIR
Saturday, June 8, 2002 • Sam - 4pm

RMC Church Gym building • 2025 W 11th St. at T C Jester Blvd

Call 713-603-0023 or E-mail LHIhouston00@aol.com

Mammogram stats are limited so call early - deadline Mau 25 

Co-sponsored by lesbian Health Initiative & KMC Church 

Funded by Holly field Foundation, An Uncommon legacy, 
Houston Blach Tie Dinner, The Magnolia Ball, 

Susan C. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation

LHI
M 0 U S T O M

FREE mammograms, Blood pressure & Blood glucose 
screenings; Wellness discussions for women 

To schedule Mammogram:
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iniHf KATHREENLEE
Cafe offers quiet, romantic setting for mostly 
well-presented French-inspired cuisine

Romance a la Toulouse
About 50 miles north of the border of 

Spain, the city of Toulouse in southern 
France boasts all the qualities of France’s 
cultural and culinary richness without the 
teeming and garish tourist traps of Paris. 
Although not on the usual vacationer’s 
itinerary, Toulouse, with a booming aero­
nautics industry and the second largest 
university town outside of Paris, offers its 
residents and visitors a high quality of life 
with a quiet urban hustle bustle, pic­
turesque environment, and good food rich 
with multiethnic influences.

And this is exactly what Cafe 
Toulouse, an intimate neighborhood 
bistro nestled in Houston’s Tanglewood 
area, attempts to offer its patrons.

Hidden within a small street behind 
a short strip mall, Cafe Toulouse is 
flanked by an abundance of large oak 
trees and a dabbling of residential 
homes. The restaurant’s outdoor seat­
ing capacity exceeds its meager indoor 
table counts, and the charming vine- 
covered canopy ensures the diners a 
scenic and relaxing dining experience. 
Although the dense ivy curtain darkens 
the covered patio, the flickering of can­
dlelight creates a soft and intimate 
atmosphere perfect for a cozy date.

On a hot sultry summer day, I 
would recommend a cold Gazpacho 
as an afternoon snack to enjoy out 

on the cool and shaded veranda.

While Cafe Toulouse does not offer any 
dishes that are distinctly French in ori­
gin, it does offer a diffuse array of cuisine 
types including Mexican, Italian, Cajun, 
Mediterranean and Spanish. Appetizers 
range from the typical (and somewhat 
bland) Grilled Chicken Quesadillas ($5.99) 
to the Pomodori ($5.99). Fresh mozzarella 
and Parmesan cheese and vinaigrette 
dressing accent the more subdued flavors 
of the Roma tomatoes and breadcrumbs 
to create a tangy appetizer.

Cafe Toulouse also offers a range of 
salads, from Mecom Salad ($8.99), a tradi­
tional Greek salad topped with chicken 
strips, to the more complicated Salade 
Nicoise, a blend of sliced potatoes, green 
beans, tomatoes, red onions, black olives, 
sliced boiled eggs and white tuna chunks.

The Cajun influence is primarily 
evident in the various catfish and 
crawfish dishes such as the Grilled 
Catfish Po Boy ($8.99), one of the less 
expensive fares available. The Chicken 
wi?h Spicy Crawfish ($13.99) stands out 
rs an exceptional entree choice. Large 
nieces of crawfish prepared in a spicy 
wh“e wine sauce drape the sauteed 
Sen breast. The supple crawfish 
mingles well with the more firm and

a*

succulent chicken and provides a rich 
and creamy texture to contrast the ten­
der white meat.

The Pasta de Toro is also another 
delightful entree choice where 
calamata olives and fresh sauteed 
spinach, mushrooms and tomatoes 
seasoned with olive oil and garlic sea­
soning provide the perfect light and 
festive topping for the equally blithe 
angel hair pasta. On a hot sultry sum­
mer day, I would recommend a cold 
Gazpacho ($2.50/cup) as an afternoon 
snack to enjoy out on the cool and 
shaded veranda.

Despite the array of cuisine types 
available and considering the vast 
dessert possibilities within French cui­
sine, the dearth of any appealing post­
repast delights were rather disappoint­
ing. Grocery store bakery selections 
such as strawberry cake or key lime 
pie were the meager choices available. 
A fresh fruit sorbet would have been 
the perfect cool treat to cleanse our 
palate after a hearty meal, but we were 
to go without.

With the sweltering summer weath­
er rolling in and the mosquitoes still 
held at bay, Cafe Toulouse’s pic­
turesque outdoor dining deck com­
bined with its appetizing fares would 
make an enchanting evening for any­
one looking for a quiet and romantic 
night out.
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Personalized casino 
trips to Lake Charles

Forget Driving, Forget the Bus 
...Leave the Driving to us!

Day trips/Night trips
Your trip/Any trip

Deluxe personal Taxi service 
Call Mike Miller 

713-291-8662 .

50% Summer Dis£<’on
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THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Call us for your next out-of-town guest!
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Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms. 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center 

We do catered events for up to 200 people! 
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224 
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!

ON YOUR 
NEXT VISIT 

TO 
HOUSTON 

Stay with us! 
Montrose Inn 
A 7-ROOM ALL-GAY B&B 

We’re right ZTVthe neighborhood. 
And priced right! 

Queen bed, cable TV, 
phone. Walk to 15 gay bars.

408 AVONDALE 
800-357-1228 
713-520-0206 
montroseinn.com

sports LEE DAVIS

From rugby to skating, softball to tennis, a wide 
range of sports usher in the summer season
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counsel
Houston Mayor Lee Brown (center) 
and Mayor Pro Tem Gordon Quan 
(second from left) met with owner 
Robin Howington and members of 
the Houston Energy the day the 
team was honored for winning its 
second national championship in the 
Women's Professional Football 
League. The Energy is holding try­
outs for new players from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. on May 11 and 18 and June 1 
at the Pearland Dad's Club. For 
details, call IWIZb-lFn, or visit 
www.houstonenergyfootball.com.

Variety — the spice of life
ACES

The Houston Tennis Club sponsors 
various weekly events to cater to the busy 
schedules of gay Houstonians.

For those with free time during the day 
meet at 9 a.m. on Mondays in Memorial Park 
at the Tennis Center. If evening schedules 
are better for you, join the Tennis Club from 
7:30 to 9 p.m. in Memorial Park on Mondays 
or Fridays. For more information, contact 
the Houston Tennis Club at 713-692-2701 or 
via e-mail at houstontennisclb@aol.com.

BATTERS UP!
The Montrose Softball League’s schedule for 
May 12, with all games played at the Houston 
Sportsplex (South Main at South Post Oak), is:

• 10 a.m. — Rich's v. BRB/Lobo; Brick's v. Outpost
• 11 a.m. — Outpost v. BRB/Lobo; Swingers v.

Trojans; Rich's v. Brick's
• Noon — Jagermeister v. Trojans; Texans v.

Bolts; Comets v. Meteors
• 1 p.m. — Comets v. Chaos; Swingers v. Bering;

Texans v. Bandits
• 2 p.m. — Jagermeister v. Hurricanes; Meteors

v. Swallows; Bolts v. Doc's Jocks
• 3 p.m. — Doc's Jocks v. Bandits; Hurricanes v.

Bering; Swallows v. Chaos
Games scheduled for May 19 will be played 
at the Cullen Fields, just north of 1-10 West 
off of Barker-Cypress. The schedule is:

• 10 a.m. — Meteors v. Chaos; Brick's vs.
BRB/Lobo; Outpost v. Rich's

• 11 a.m. — Force v. BRB/Lobo; Comets v.
Swallows; Rich's v. Meteors

• Noon — Force v. Outpost; Brick's v. Chaos;
Swallows v. Texans

• 1 p.m. — Jagermeister v. Bandits; Doc's Jocks
v. Trojans; Comets v. Swingers

• 2 p.m. — Jagermeister v. Bering; Hurricanes
v. Bolts; Swingers v. Texans

• 3 p.m. — Doc's Jocks v. Hurricanes; Bandits v.
Bolts; Bering v. Trojans

CLEAN FRESH AIR!Xe outdoors? Think this is not a 
sporty type of group? Find out for yourself 
by contacting the Houston Outdoor Group 
(HOG). The group meets every Saturday for a 
Memorial Park walk and holds a variety of 
other activities year-round. For the weekly 
walk, meet in front of the Tennis Center. For
more information, call Jimmy at 713-864-7299.

General meetings are held every 
Tuesday from 7:30 to 9 p.m. Contact Don

and/or Ray at 713-522-7809 for information 
or log on to www.absentmind.net/hog.

TURKEY HERE
New bowling seasons have and will 

begin as announced recently by Michael 
Figliola. On Sundays at 7 p.m. at the 
Palace Lanes, 4191 Bellaire Blvd, competi­
tion between four-person mixed teams 
(men/women) runs for 16 weeks. These 
started as of May 5. Contact Tom O’Dell 
at 713-861-1187 or 713-220-5700, ext. 331.

Mondays better for you? Again at Palace 
Lanes, the Montrose Monday Night Men, 
comprised of four man/woman teams, runs 
16 weeks, bowling at 9 p.m. Contact Tom 
O’Dell at the above numbers. Also, bowlers 
can join the 6:45 p.m. Monday Night Women's 
league at Dynamic Lanes, 6121 Tarneff, run­
ning for 16 weeks. Contact Pat at 281-437-6218.

On Wednesdays 6:30 p.m., enjoy the 
Wednesday Night Mixers at Palace Lanes. 
This unique mix is made up of five-per­
son mixed teams, also running 16 weeks. 
Contact Tom O’Dell at the above numbers 
for more information.

My all-time favorite has to be the I Luv 
Luci Duos: two-person mixed or same teams 
competing for 12 weeks at 9 p.m. at the 
Dynamic Lanes. Contact Tom O’Dell at the 
above numbers or Michael Figliola at 832- 
251-9813. (Thanks for the e-mail Michael).

CONTACT (FOR REAL)
The Houston Women’s Rugby team prac­

tices every Tuesday from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at 
the Westland YMCA. If you enjoy full con­
tact sports and a real good time, contact 
Kay at 713-208-1529 for more information.

blisters
Like the thrill of adventure, the agony of 

defeet (get it?)? Join the Frontrunners 
Running Club every Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 
Yea — I’ll be there as soon as I discover the 
way to cushion my pumps! Call 713-522-8021. 
Seriously, someone e-mail me. I’d love to join 
you and take pictures as you all run away!

RINK AROUND THE COLLAR
Now this I could really take part in. The 

Lambda Skating Club meets every Thursday 
at 8 p.m. at the Tradewinds Skating Rink. 
For more information or directions, call 713- 
410-7215 or e-mail www.lambdaroll.org.
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theater rich arenschieldt

'Samson and Delilah' sexy and delicious 
at Houston Grand Opera's final offering

Opera an audience's delight
The scrumptious mezzo-soprano Denyce 

Graves enters the stage through 
Parthenon-like doors and sings something 
in French. Loosely translated, I think it 
means, “Welcome to the operatic version of 
Cecil B. DeMilles’ ‘Ten Commandments.’”

Houston Grand Opera’s last offering of 
the season, Camille Saint-Saens’ biblical 
monolith “Samson and Delilah,” is manna 
from heaven for music lovers.

Kudos to production designer Nicholas 
Joel for this show originally created for the 
San Francisco Opera. This work has it all: 
Hebrew slaves, nasty Philistines, a hirsute 
hero, an Amazonian temptress, a bacchanal, 
a ballet and blazing torches alight onstage. 
Every so often, HGO remembers what the 
“G” in its middle name stands for. Live 
opera is like decorating a Christmas tree — 
there’s no such thing as too much tinsel.

The quality of singing matches the pro­
duction values bit for glided bit. Graves, last 
S6Pn here in 1994 in Bizet’s “Carmen,” vamps 
up the stage as another of opera’s great 
seductresses in a role that is perfectly suited 
to her. While some of her high notes sounded 
tentative on opening night, in subsequent 
performances she displayed brilliant color in 
her upper range. Her second act opening aria 
was so effective it could have justly been 
titled “C’est moi quicompes” or “It’s all about 
me!” This woman sings, moves and acts with 
total conviction and control.

Tenors who have to sing in French are 
usually best heard at a distance — like 
somewhere adjacent to the Astrodome. 
However, HGO’s pick for Samson, Russian 
Sergei Larin, is perfect for the part. This 
guy sounds like someone who trained as a 
baritone and woke up one morning only to 
discover that he had gained an additional 
octave to his vocal range. His rich, round­
ed sound is always properly placed, never 
once nearing the annoying nasal cavity.

He and Graves always seem respectful 
of each other vocally, neither competing 
with the other. Both are sure of their
respective interpretations and the audi­
ence benefits from a wonderful “give-and- 
take” style between them.

Completing the ensemble is American 
bass-baritone Greer Grimesly as the High 
Priest of Dagon. Though his character 
development gets the short end of the stick 
by the composer, Grimesly accomplishes 
believability hairdo and all. As with others 
in the cast, he avoids vocal pitfalls usually 
associated with this type of “big bad wolf” 
role and delivers a well-balanced sound 
complemented by effective placement of 
vocally styled anger, something that only 
the best Wagnerian can accomplish.

While some singers may play this char­
acter as the typical one-dimensional oper­
atic villam Grimesly has the audience

I w “Does he love her too?” Given 
Msrontempt for Samson and his manipu' 
, .s.c f nfi iiah it would seem so.

Artistic elements of this production per­

Tenor Sergei 
Larin and mezzo- 
soprano Denyce 
Gravesportray 
the title charac­
ters in Houston 
Grand Opera's 
excellent'Samson 
and Delilah.'The 
production ends 
its run this week­
end. (Photo by 
Winnie Klotz, 
Metropolitan 
Opera)

petrate excess at every opportunity Director 
Eric Vigie has members of the HGO chorus 
writhing and crawling all over the place 
(some accomplishing this better than oth­
ers). They resemble a hoard of humanity, 
which is exactly what is called for.

The choristers always seem to sing bet­
ter when there’s a bunch of stuff on 
stage; in this case there was junk every­
where — and they were super. The orches­
tra responded well to the flamboyantly 
articulate conducting of Philippe Jordan.

As overblown as it is, this production 
has the best “fit” of any this season. 
Usually, even with the best opera compa­
nies, there is one element in each produc­
tion that is mismatched. Whether it’s the 
short tenor in tights adoring the soprano 
old enough to be his mother or one chorus 
member inadvertently costumed to resem­
ble a lemon drop with a pituitary prob­
lem, something is usually out of whack.

In this case, everything works. The 
singers’ vocal timbres and abilities jive, 
their characters actually resemble bibli­
cal ones, and they all move and act with a 
truly dramatic style.

HGO General Director David Gockley 
delivered a pre-curtain plea for donations 
prior to each of the performances I attend­
ed. He tastefully lamented the financial 
plagues that have hit all of the local arts 
organizations lately, asking the audience 
to tithe more than the 125 denari they 
already spent for a good seat.

In spite of this, I felt like standing up and 
shouting, “I don’t care if you have to sell 
your children — I want the singing, the sets, 
the fire and the costumes next season too!”

At any price, this opera is worth it. Get 
a ticket, even if you have to convert to 
Judaism to do it. Hurry up — the show 
only runs through Sunday. This “Samson 
and Delilah” will bring down the house.

'Samson and Delilah'
Through May 12
Tickets: $20-225
Houston Grand Opera • Wortham Center 
www.houstongrandopera ora 
713-227-ARTS

8 p.m., Thur-Sat, May 2-June 8 
IMlMitP PMD(KTi(M, 3304 LaBranch 

Reservations: 713-524-8707

A young Mexican-American boxer wins an unlikely 

decision against his idol, the middleweight champ. A 

third boxer thinks he knows how to rattle them. He 

calls them “maricones,” “queers.” What he has just 

done is light a match right next to the ammo.

VMHMjP ROMCIiOlvS presents a brutal, sexy, 
humorous, illuminating and moving drama

BLADE
TO 

THE
HEAT

by Oliver Mayer

Pastor

resoytenes

--------  J --- j j

Presbyterian Church Houston. She currently serves
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Maranatha Fellowship MCC 
Maranatha Fellowship MCC is on the Move!

Sunday Morning Services At Our New Location & Time: 

3333 Fannin, Suite 106, at 10AM 
For more information, call the church office 713.528.6756

Please Join Us For Sunday Morning Service And Experience 
The Love That Maranatha Fellowship MCC Has To Offer!

May 12 "Worthless Guilt About Things That Don't Apply" Rev. Janet Parker

Please join us for Praise & Worship 
We would love to have you visit us.

Church Service begins at 10am and 
nursery is available for small children. 
Mid-week “Home Group" services on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

For more info... 
713-528-6756 or email 
maranatha@evl.net

Maranatha
Fellowship

Metropolitan
Community Church

“Building Community Through Compassion"

an invitation 

come worshi

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ www.houstonvoice.com HOUSTON VOICE

I community calendar
SATURDAY, MAY 11
Houston Outdoor Group. Breakfast at LePeep Restaurant, 
3810 Farnham. 9 a.m. David M., 713-868-7991.

Kolbe Breakfast Held the second Saturday of each month. 
9:30 a.m. Kolbe Project, 1030 Heights Blvd. 713-861-1800. 
www.kolbeproject.org.

Gulf Coast Transgender Committee. Meeting. 713-780-4282.

EVERY SATURDAY
All-Spanish Worship Service/Cuho en espafiol. 6 p.m.
Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church, 2026 W. 
11th. 713-303-9403 or 713-861-9149.

After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a.m.-3 a.m. 713-526-5738.

Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 11 p.m.-2 a.m. at 
Viviana's. 713-830-3000.

Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 a.m. 281-437-0636.

Houston Outdoor Group. Memorial Park walk. 9:30 a.m., 
meet in front of tennis center. Jimmy, 713-864-7299.

Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 713-453-7406.

Resurrection MCC. Noche Espiritual, Spanish language 
worship, 6 p.m. 713-861-9149.

Q-Patrol. Volunteers walk the streets to help prevent hate 
crimes. 9:30 p.m. Convene at community center. 713-528- 
SAFE. E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com

St Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W.
Alabama. 713-528-6665.

Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center. Drop-in, noon- 
4 p.m. • Texas Association for Transsexual Support, 3 p.m.
• 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

SUNDAY, MAY 12
EVERY SUNDAY
Anarchist Black Cross Federation/Anarchist Reading
Group. 1 p.m. www.houstonabc.org. 713-595-2103

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at
8: 30 & 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.

Community Gospel. Service at 11 am. & 7 pm Sunday School for 
children 10 am. 713-880-9235 or www.communitygospel.org.

Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal Baptist Service
9: 30 am. & education hour 11 am. 713-668-8830.

Emerson Unitarian Church. Adult education, 10 a.m.
Service, 11 a.m. Lunch at noon, www.emersonhou.org.

Frst Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 10 am.
Christian Education, 1130 p.m. 713-468-9543 or fcc-houston.org.

First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:30 & 11:30 
am. Brunch at 10:30 am. 713-526-5200. church@firstuu.org.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 9 p.m.-midnight at Club 

Inergy. 713-830-3000.

Gay Catholics of St Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m. worship serv­
ice. Dinner and social, alexcam@wt.net. 713-623-0930.

Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9 a.m. 

Service 10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.

Houston Mission Church. Service 10:30 am. 713-529-8225.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m.-noon. Memorial Park at the
Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com

Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. 10 a.m. serv­
ice. 3333 Fannin, Suite 106.713-528-6756.

Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women. 713-869-1686.

Resurrection MCC. Services, 9 and 11 am. Children and Youth 
Sunday School, 10 am. Children's service, 11 am. 713-861-9149.

St Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Eucharist Rite 1,7:45 am.;
Holy Eucharist Rite II, 8:55 am.; Education hour, 10 am.;
Choral Eucharist H am. 713-528-6665.

Sunday Brunch. For HIV-positive men. Price-fixed buffet.
11 am. Riva's, 1117 Missouri St. Paul, 713-880-0690. 
e-mail: PoznFubb@aol.com.

The Women's Group. Meeting and discussion. 10:45 a.m.
713-529-8571

Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation. Adult discus­
sion, 9:45 am. Service, 11 am. 281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.

Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St.

Service, 10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.

Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum, 10 a.m.

Service, 11 am. 713-686-5876.
Houston Gay & Lesbian Community Center ?J°P-|n'2’5 
p.m. • S.I.S.T.E.R.S. (Sharing Inner Strength Through 

Encouragement & Realistic Suppo ), P- ■ 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

MONDAY, MAY 13
EVERY MONDAY
AIDS Mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center.

713-529-0037.
Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m.-midnight. Keys 
West. 713-830-3000.

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 
713-830-3000.

gayDAR. Wellness Community. Support Group. 7 p.m. 
713-526-1017, Ext. 211.

Gay Fathers/Fathers First Support group. 8-9:30 p.m. Grace 
Lutheran Church. Tom, 713-726-8736.
www.geocities.com/gaydadshouston/

Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open rehearsals, 7 p.m. 
713-521-7464.

Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m. Bering. 
713-526-1017, ext. 208.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis 
Center. 713-692-2703.

Kolbe Project Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry. Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

936-441-1614.

Queer Voices Radio Show. 8-10 p.m. KPFT 90.1.713-529-1223.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in 6-9 p.m.
• HEAT (Houston Employees' Affinity Team), monthly meet­
ing of organization for GLBT City of Houston employees,
6: 30 p.m • Human Rights Campaign Political Action 
Committee meets on the second Monday of the month, 
7 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

TUESDAY, MAY 14
Houston Area Bears. Dineout at Mama's, 6019 Westheimer.
7: 30 p.m. 713-867-9123. www.HoustonAreaBears.com.

PFLAG-Houston. Meeting. 713-867-9020.

EVERY TUESDAY
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang, 11 a.m. 
713-526-1017.

CPR Classes. 3 p.m. 713-607-7700.

For Mature Audiences Only. Support group. 7 p.m. Bering 
Memorial UMC. 713-526-1017.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m.-midnight. Club 
Houston. 713-830-3000.

Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 Mount Vernon. 

713-526-8390.

Gay youth. New program for young gay males, ages 18-29. 
7 p.m. 614 Avondale. 713-533-9786.

Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support group. 7 p.m 
713-524-0439.

Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience necessary. 
Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.

HTGA. Support group. 7 p.m. 713-520-0439.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantiy. Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

281-633-2555.

Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River 
Bottom. No partner needed. Beginner 2 Step, Waltz, 
Shuffle & Swing. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in 6-9 p.m.
• Lesbian Coming Out Group, 7 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 

713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15
EVERY WEDNESDAY
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Dinner, 6:30 p.m.

Various support groups, 7 p.m. 713-526-1017.

Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's Episcopal. 

713-526-6665.

Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m.-l p.m. 2015 
Thomas St. OraSure method. Call for appointment. Sharon, 

713-873-4157.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 4-8 p.m. at Mary's; 9 
p.m.-midnight at Ripcord; 10 p.m.-l a.m. at EJ's; 10 p.m.-l 
a.m. at Midtowne Spa. 713-830-3000.
Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 1307 Yale. 713-524-0218.

Houston Tennis Club. 7:30-9 p.m. Memorial Park at the 
Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com

i ochian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m. Meets every 
other Wednesday. 713-383-6738.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

936-441-1614.

Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Resurrection MCC. 713-861-9149.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in 6-9 
p.m. • Free HIV testing, counseling, 6-9 p.m. • Houston 
Committee for People's Radio, 6:30 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

THURSDAY, MAY 16
BLNet Houston. Mixed gender meeting, 7 p.m. 713-467-4380.

Gulf Coast Archives & Museum. Meeting. 713-227-5973.

EVERY THURSDAY
Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235.

www.communitygospel.org.
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Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 4-8 p.m. at The 
Outpost; 8 p.m.- midnight at Brazos River Bottom and 
Cousins; 10 p.m.-l a.m. at Toyz Disco. 713-830-3000.

Freelance Art Classes. By Kermit Eisenhut for HIV+ indi­
viduals. 1-4 p.m. Lunch provided. 713-523-9530.

FrontRunners. Running club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.

GLOBAL Gay, Lesbian or Bisexual Alliance at the University 
of Houston-Central Campus. Weekly meeting, 6 p.m. e-mail: 
nguyen0023@hotmail.com.

Hep C Recovery. Support group. 6:30 p.m. Bering. 713- 
526-1017, Ext. 211.

HIV Art Therapy Program. 1-4 p.m. Kermit Eisenhut. 713- 
523-9530.

Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience necessary. 
Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.

Lambda Skating Club. 8 p.m. Tradewinds. Skating Rink. 
www.lambdaroll.org. 713-410-7215.

Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
281-633-2555.

Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons. No partner 
required. Brazos River Bottom. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192. 

STD exams & treatment Free. AVES. 713-626-2837.

Spanish Charla Conversation Group. Cafe Agora, 7 p.m. 
E-mail charlahouston@msn.com. 713-416-7203.

Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop in 6-9 p.m.
• Mayoral Liaison Community Roundtable, monthly discus­
sion open to all GLBT Houstonians, hosted by Janine Brunjes, 
7 p.m. • Monthly board of directors meeting, 7 p.m. • 
803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

FRIDAY, MAY 17
Houston Area Bears. Bear Watch 3 begins at Paradise Guest 
House in Galveston. Registration, 7-9 p.m. Social, karaoke, auction 
at Blvd. Bar, 1030 p.m. Continues with activities on Saturday 
and Sunday. 713-867-9123. WWW.HoustonAreaBears.corTT.

EVERY FRIDAY
Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 10 p.m.-2 am. at The Meattack; 
10 p.m.-l am. at EJ's and at Midtowne Spa 713-830-3000.

Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 am.-l p.m. 2015 Thomas 
St OraSure method. Call for appointment Sharon, 713-873-4157 

Freelance Art Classes. By Kermit Eisenhut for HIV+ individuals. 
930 am.-12:30 p.m. Light breakfast provided. 713-523-9530.

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 
713-830-3000.

Govinda Yoga Club. Free yoga classes at 3115 West Loop 
South, No. 21. 713-439-0455.
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (HAT.C.H.) 
Meeting. 713-942-/002.

Houston Tennis Club. 7:30-9 p.m. Memorial Park at the 
Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com

Kolbe Project Morning prayer, 10 a.m. 713-861-1800.

Mishpachat Alizim. GLBT Jewish congregation. Sabbath services 
at 8 p.m. on the second Friday of each month at Baby Bamabys, 
602 Fairview. Monthly study groups with Congregation Beth 
Israel, 5600 North Braeswood. Mishpachat Alizim, P.O. Box 
980136, Houston, TX 77098.866-841-9139, ext 1834.

Q-Patrol. Volunteers walk the streets to help prevent hate 
crimes. 9:30 p.m. Convene at community center. 713-528- 
SAFE. E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in 6-9 p.m 
• 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

VOLUNTEER/SELF-HELP
Gay & Lesbian Help Line. For gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning youth. Staffed by volunteers of all ages. 6-11 p m 
Monday-Friday, 5-10 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 888-340-GLBT.

Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston. Volunteers offer a 
friendly ear to callers in need of information, nonjudgmental 
support, crisis intervention and referral services, emergency 
shelter and advocacy services to crime survivors who may 
need someone to accompany them to a hospital for medical 
attention or assistance in filing a police report 713-529-3211.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Volunteers 
nerfnrm a variety of critical tasks which include staffing 
the information desk during drop-in hours; helping with 
Center programming and events; working on community 
oZach efforts, fund-raising and publicity. 713-524-3818. 

Peer Listening Line. Youth only Staffed by GLBT youth for

<^hnhHiin foundation. The Amethyst Scholarship Foundation, a

, .| n 3.529-8490, fax at 713-529-9531, or
“l S

a weekly guide to arts &. entertainment 
activities for gay Houstonians

SPECIAL
STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 10
’Cinderella, the Real True Story" is being performed by 
Bering Drama Ministries. The cast includes a PFLAG parent, 
and the show is G-rated. Tickets: $10. All proceeds benefit 
Bering Support Network for persons living with HIV/AIDS, 
their loved ones and caregivers. Playing May 10,11,12,17,18 
and 19.8 p.m. Friday and Saturday shows. 3 p.m. Sunday 
shows. May 11 show is a special PFLAG night 713-526-1017.

SATURDAY, MAY 11
Houston Poetry Slamoff will be held to determine who 
will represent Houston in the 2002 National Poetry Slam. 
$5 entry fee. 7 p.m. 4401 La Branch at Wheeler. 713-299- 
4996. E-mail: southmorehouse@hotmail.com.

SATURDAY, MAY 11
Adults only "May Day" event hosted by Brotherhood of 
Pain offers demonstrations on safe techniques for activi­
ties such as flogging, bondage and whipping. 1-5 p.m. 
Ripcord, 750 Fairview.

THIS WEEKEND
"Grand Gala Opening Celebration" at the new Hobby Center 
for the Performing Arts. May 10-12. Building dedication 
ceremony, facility tours, special performances and free open 
house. Hobby Center, 800 block of Bagby at Walker. 
www.thehobbycenter.org.

PROFESSIOOL SERVICES

Delicious oven hsta Dishes for your 

dinner table or get-togethers with friends. 

713-942-2399

♦I...<_ .. X
LAWRENCE

1 CONSTRUCTION
Carpentry • Repairs

• Remodeling •

936.563.5180/936.760.5531
Lawrence Gilstrap

Serving Houston’s Gay 
Community for 15 years

24-HOUR SERVICE
8 & 10 Passenger Elegant Stretch Limousmes • (713)6 86r3337 

20% off When You Mention This Ad!

... mi
— -

FILM
FRIDAY, MAY 10
"Aberdeen" with Charlotte Rampling. A daughter tries to 
fulfill her mother's dying wish. 9 p.m. Also plays May 11, 
15 and 16. Tickets: $6. Rice Cinema, Rice University 
Campus, Entrance No. 8, University Boulevard and 
Stockton Drive. 713-348-4853. www.ruf.rice.edu/~cinema.

SATURDAY, MAY 11
"Sunset Boulevard" directed by Billy Wilder, starring Gloria 
Swanson and William Holden. An aging silent-film star hires a 
down-on-his-luck screenwriter to help engineer her come­
back. 7 p.m. Also plays May 12. General admission: $5. 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. 713-639-7515. www.mfah.org.

GALLERIES
THROUGH MAY 30
"Crossings," an exhibit based on the collaboration of 
artists and writers presented by WIVLA, Women in the 
Visual & Literary Arts. Now open. CG Jung Center, 5200 
Montrose Blvd. 713-524-8253.

MUSIC
SATURDAY, MAY 11
"Beethoven's Missa Solemnis" is part of the Houston 
Symphony Classical Season and Shell Favorite Master 
Series. Tickets: $25-80.8 p.m. May 11, 2:30 p.m. May 12, 
8 p.m. May 13. Jones Hall for the Performing Arts, 615 
Louisiana St. 713-224-7575. www.houstonsymphony.org.

SATURDAY, MAY 11
"I've Got my Standards...Now and Then" by Houston­
based actress/cabaret singer Deborah Boily plays several 
times this month. 9 p.m. May 11,17 and 18.7:30 p.m. May 
12 and 19. Ovations, 2536 Times Blvd. 713-522-9801. 
www.deborahboily.com.

SUNDAY, MAY 12
Houston Sinfonietta presents a concert including selections 
hi/pXn?' cStr’n9s" Janacek and "Rhapsodie Espagnole" 
Church IRm <?dmiSpS?noQ31:3° Pm St Michael's Catholic 
Church, 1801 Sage Rd. 281-497-6574 or 281-376-3292.

DANCE/PERFORMANCE ART
SATURDAY, MAY 11
"Happiness" by performance artist Laurie Anderson is pre­
sented by the Society for the Performing Arts at the 
Wortham Center's Cullen theater. The event explores 
Anderson's take on the evolution of behavior, the meaning 
of justice, and more. 8 p.m. Tickets: $26-35.713-227- 

4SPA. www.spahouston.org.

SATURDAY, MAY 11
"Swan Lake" will be presented in free performances by 
Houston Ballet. 8 p.m. May 11 and 12. Miller Outdoor 
Theatre in Hermann Park. 713-284-8350. www.houston- 
parks.org. www.houstonballet.org.

MASSAGE
Absolute Let-Go 
wmanmassage.net 

713.942.2399
• Montrose Location
• 7 days/evenings
• Visa/Mastercard
• Outcalls welcome

’ @ Avondales Hair Salon 
2702 Crocker 

Houston, Tx. 77006 

(713) 521-2444 
(713) 992-6264

Tttes-Fri 10a-7p & Sat 9a-6p

I Jerry Simoneaux
attorneif at lair

if your hair 
isn’t BECOMING to you, 

you should BE COMING to me

DON GILL

STUDIO 911
713-5214)911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

• Criminal Defense • Civil Litigation
• GLBT Issues • Estate Planning

• Bomestif Partnerships 

call 713-227-1717 
not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialisation

sports/stretches, 
spa treatment 

tandem/4hands

713.802.0439 •22"'

www.inkworkx.com/massagelhtm

free ipae eiact
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

fCodj>er7
TIRES

1307 Fairview 
(3 blocks west of Montrose) 
713-529-1414

Call Carolyn Roberts today at 
713.529.8490 to place your ad in our 

professional services directory!
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Houston
classifieds
Houston Classifieds deadline is Monday at 11 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

LET US
ENTERTAIN YOU!!

Now accepting applications for the 

2003 LUEY Pin & Poster contest • 
More info call Bob @ 713-521-7254.

AIDS FOUHDAT1OH 
HOUSTON & TUTS

Present legendary film star TONY 
CURTIS in "Some Like It Hot." In the 

NEW Hobby Center for the 
Performing Arts • More info 

brown@afhouston.org • Call Wendy 

Brown @ 713-623-6796 ext. 249.

flowers and German beer • Trip

to Fredericksburg • 281-437-0636.

FOOD EMERGENCY
HOU. HUMATffi SOCIETY
The cupboards are bare at HHS.

They need puppy and kitten food 

• Any kind • Any quantity • Drop 
donations at 14700 Almeda Rd. or 
send monetary donations to:

Houston Humane Society

PO BOX 450428
Houston, Texas 77245-0528

For more information call 713-434-5555.

DAY SHELTER
Needs new or used clothing and shoes 
in good condition • Contact Etalia or 
Ruth at 713-528-5667 • 402 Pacific

MR. PRIME CHOICE
We are looking for "Prime Choice" 

vest of our former and deceased 
winners. Vests are to be placed in 
the archives. If you have one or 

know where any of the vests are, 

please call Don Gill at 713-521-0911

AUTOS FOR SALE

1996 BMW Z3
TAKE A TEST SPIN!

Black exterior/Black leather interi­
or • New black soft top • 
Chameleon CD • 5 speed • 52k 
miles • $15k • 713-524-5414

EMPLOYMENT

M2M FASHIONS 
3400 MONTROSE

Experienced accountant position 
and retail sales. Apply in person • 
713-521-0804.

BASIC BROTHERS
Looking for Sales Associate • Must 
be dependable • Self-motivated • 
Sales oriented • 1232 Westheimer 

NO PHONE CALLS

INDEPENDANT 
BARBER 

COSMOTOLOGIST
Very reasonable • Call Frank @ 

713-522-2263._____________________

Housekeeper • Live-in • Furnished 

• Private entrance • 2/day week • 8 

to 10 hours • Organized • Quiet • 

NO drugs • 713-522-6197.

Guaranteed Money • We are looking 
for young (18-25 preferred male/she- 
male) attractive upbeat escorts • All- 

American, Latin and Asian a plus • 

Must be reliable and ready to make 

money in a safe professional environ­
ment • No experience necessary • If 

you are ready for financial security, 
call us today and start today. 11 am to 
9pm, 7 days a week • 713-526-1531.

Resurrection MCC Seeks Interim 

Gospel Ensemble Director. Previous 
musical direction, will work with 
pianist/arranger, knowledge of 
African-American worship music 

and styling. Part-time position. 

Contact: Mark Unbehagen - 713- 

861-9149 ext. 110._________________

HOUSING
ASSISTANT

Transitional housing program 
seeks part-time house assistant • 

Knowledge of HIV and chemical 

dependency issues preferred • 
Must be able to work a flexible 
schedule • Fax resume to Brian 

Jones @ 713-522-2674.

ARE YOU THAT 
SPECIAL NURSE?

Adult day care for non-critical HIV 

patients seeks full-time nurse 

weekdays, occasional hospice 

work, nights/weekends • Pleasant 

work place in Montrose • 
Competitive salary and good bene­

fits • Psych/rehab experience • 
Spanish speaking • RN preferred, 

but will consider all applicants • 
Pick up application at Bering Care 
Center, 1427 Hawthorne.

MIDTOWNE SPA
Locking for cashiers and floor 

managers
• Houston 3100 Fannin

• Dallas 2509 Pacific

• Austin 5815 Airport
No phone calls please! _______

FREE EMPLOYMENT 
ASSISTANCE

Offering free employment assis­
tance to HIV+ individuals. 
Including job preparedness, train­
ing, resume development, and 
job searching assistance. For more 
info call 713-981-1543

FOR SALE/RENT

WESTBURY
1/1 • New W/D & dishwasher • 
Recently upgraded • Covered 
parking • Pets ok • $600/mo. • 

713-283-8896.

LAS LILAS
9-unit historic building is newly ren­

ovated and leasing 1-2 bedroom 
units • Minutes from Downtown • 
Central AC/Heat • Hardwoods • Tile
• All new appliances • 
Courtyard/skyline views • $695/mo. • 

415 Fairview • 77006 • 281-685-2555.

PRIDEREALTY.COM 
SALES/RELQCATION

MONTROSE
COTTAGES

1/1 Garden Cottage • $300 and up • 

Reserved for People Living with 
AIDS • 90 day MAX • Phone, fur­
nished, AC • Maid paid • No deposit
• Sliding scale fee • No drugs or 
Alcohol on property • AIDS Housing 

Coalition AHCH • 713-521-1613

OFFICE FOR RENT
Second floor office available at 

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center • 803 Hawthorne • 14' X 
12'6" • Nonprofit GLBT organiza­
tions preferred as tenant partners, 
but all inquiries welcomed. Call 
Tim Brookover @ 713-524-3818

Furnished rooms in Montrose from 
$295/week • For single, quiet per­
son • Free cable TV, breakfast, 
parking, maid service • With queen 
bed, kitchen, & laundry access • 
Montrose Inn • 408 Avondale • 

713-520-0206

HOME IMPROVEMENT

*HOT* 
•BODYBUILDER* 

•••HANDYMAN***
Fix, paint, repairs and other duties 
in your home by gorgeous body 
builder in a G-string • Professional 
auto detailing and water fountain 
cleaning services also available • 
Call Joseph @ 713-526-8634 • 
Mobile 281-687-3735.

HEY HANDYMAN!!
I need you!!

Do my studio 2-car conversion. I'll 
make it worth your while • Terry 

281-894-6639 evenings.

O&M Multi-services • Painting • 
Carpentry • Roofing • Foundation 
repair • Decks • Arbors • Many 
more! • Free estimates • E-mail 
mary@wible.org • 281-579-1206.
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Across
1. First name among lesbian writers
5. Shout before Nellie
9. Some band members blow them
14. End of the answer to "Who are 

you seeing?"
15. They rise to show dragqueen thighs
16. Not straight
17. Continent of Margaret Cho's parents
18. The Brass Key and the

Chelsea Pines
19. Veronica of "Sotto, Sotto"
20. Site of the LPGA "Dinah

Shore Classic"
23. Many, many moons
24. Ready to rub you the right way
25. Like Kate Moss or

Calista Flockhart
27. "Trying Hard to Hear You" 

author Scoppettone
30. Tickles pink
32. "The African Queen" author
33. Pansy Division's "Sidewalk_ _ _ "
35. Maupin stories
38. Straight line
39. Site of International Mr. Leather
41. Top score for Patty Sheehan
42. Word in '60s club names
44. Merrill who played with Dick

Sargent in "Operation Petticoat"
45. Suffix with refer

46. Get ready to shoot off again
48. Gather's "The Troll"
50. Complexion of a Vincent Price 

character
52. Missing lubricant
53. Land of 0. Wilde
54. Site of the Black Party
60. Rent
62. Alternate date?
63. Scroll at Beth Chayim

Chadashim (var.)
64. Like sex with a historian?
65. What Washington couldn't tell
66. Creature in a "Star Wars" sequel
67. Does without oral gratification
68. Cause of the Tin Woodsman's rust
69. Ginsberg's "Nagasaki"

Down
1. Cut the crop
2. Culture Club's"_ _ _ Miracle"
3. Some falcon feathers
4. With tutti-frutti ice cream, e.g.
5. Dudley Dorighfs nemesis Snideley
6. Buck of "Eating Raoul"
7. Potent head?
8. The A in GLARP
9. Stereotypical gay voice
10. Boyzone's "Isn't Wonder"
11. Site of the Pines Party
12. "Cats" was based on his cat poems

Answers on Page 21

13. Sharon of "If These Walls
Could Talk 2"

21. Title for Alec Guinness
22. Danny Pintauro's concern at Stanford
26. Room type
27. Felder or Teasdale
28. With mouth wide open
29. Site of Southern Decadence
30. Charlton Heston film epic
31. Like some meat
34. Elton John Broadway musical
36. homo
37. James Baldwin's "The Evidence 

of Things Not"
39. Cammermeyer and others
40. S&M demand?
43. "Queer as Folk" styling goo
45. Made a pup tent, e.g.
47. Stuff from your shaft
49. where to find a bear pair
50. Rice dish for Kemal Ataturk
51. "Spartacus" venue
52. Rutstein of Disappear Fear
55- "Oh,_ _ _ a Beautiful Mornin'"
56. David Hyde Pierce's alma mater
57. State that decriminalized

sodomy in 1976
58. Perry of Metropolitan

Community Church
59. Uses the tongue too much
61. Posed for Berenice Abbot



HOUSTON VOICE www.houstonvoice.com MAY 10, 2002 21

MASSAGE THERAPY

MASSAGE 
BYKEFi

Experience stress relief • 
Convenient Montrose location • 
By appointment only • 11 am to 8 
pm • RMT#028519 • KEN CLAUDE 
« 713-240-9598.___________________

Full body massage with a femme 

touch • Swedish • Deep tissue • 
Shandy • RMT#023070 • 713- 

523-1387 • 713-504-3159.

RELAXiriG
MASSAGE

Sports • relaxation • Deep tissue 
• Stress reducing • MT# 4397 • 
Tom • 713-520-6018. 

TOTAL BODY
SATISFACTION

Swedish • Sensual • Full body mas­

sage by a hot fit young tall male • 

RMT# 016479 • Tim • 713-876-3811.

3 

2 
O 

»

MASSAGE
Therapeutic • Swedish • Sports • 
Deep Tissue • Myotherapy • relax­
ation therapy • Jason • College 
Guy • Memorial Park Studio • 
www.sizzlingmassage.com • 
cell: 713-819-7368 • 713-524-5400

Massage by David Rangel • 
Swedish • Neuro Muscular Therapy 
• Montrose area • MC/VISA/AMEX 
welcomed • RMT #8069 • 
Appointments • 713-523-0738

M2M
Therapeutic • Swedish • Full Body • 
By fit and toned masseur • 15 years 
experience • Evenings and week­
end appointments available • 
RMT# 1664 • John • 713-398-3226.

Roland

MASSAGE
Absolute Let-Go 
713.942.2399
manmassage.net
• Montrose Location

• 7 days/evenings

• Visa/Mastercard

• Outcalls welcome

L;
I

MY HANDS + 1 HOUR 
=FEELING GREAT!

RMT#4887 • John • 713-304-1745

SWEDISH MASSAGE
BY PATRICK

• Relaxation • Myotherapy • 
Deep tissue • (RMT#024589) 
713-807-7109 • 713-501-9852. • 
1 1/2 hours for $50. 1 Hr. $40.

MOVING SERVICE-

FREE 
BOXES

Over 15 U-Haul moving boxes • 
wardrobe, TV & lamp boxes • 
Musttake all. 713-728-1936.

www.ahoustonmover.com
30 years experience • Insured • 
TxDOT 534438B • 713-861-1212.

ONLINE-RETAIL
Get the Hottest Magazines and 

Most Exciting Erotica & 
Breathtaking Videos Anytime, 

Day or Night.
Visit us online at: 

www.adifferentlightbookstore.com

CAFEPRESS.COM/GAYSPIRIT

PRODUCTS & SERVICES

GAY GIFTS
0ME

cafepress.com/gayspirit

WWW.RAIMBOWPROD.COM

f

PETS

PET OF THE WEEK
This is Viper, a male Beagle mix who 
is about 3 years old. He has been a 
resident with the Houston Humane 
Society for seven months. HHS staff 
say he may not be the most hand­
some dog, but he definitely is the 
sweetest! To adopt Viper or anoth­
er pet in need of a home, contact 
the Houston Humane Society at 
713-434-5555.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES___________
Need a maid? Call Terry • I have 
premium days available • Weekly 
and biweekly • 281-894-6639 • 
713-200-3125.

M2M BODY 
GROOMING

Body Waxing • Clippings • 
Coloring • Personal grooming by 
Dale. Waxing specialist & licensed 
Cosmetologist. Private location in 
Montrose. Call 713-529-5952 for 
appointment.

ROOMMATES
GWM to share 3/1.5 house on 
Mangum Manor • Unfurnished 
room • Small pets OK • 
Nonsmoker • $500 all bills paid • 

832-439-4760.

GWM seeking stable nonsmoking, 
drug-free professional to share 

nice home 1960 area • No pets • 
Unfurnished room • $250 mo. + 
1/3 utilities. 281-443-6262 x2238.

GWM seeks roommates to share 

lovely 4B home in SW Houston • 
Includes private inground 
pool/spa • Fully equipped kitchen
• Laundry • Convenient to bus 
stop • $500/mo. IB • $950/mo. 2B

• 713-270-0657 • e-mail for more 

info Richard@domani.net .

Looking for roommate to share 

new Montrose townhouse • All 
bills paid • Private room and bath
• Furnished or unfurnished • 
$675/mo. • Negotiable • Available 

immediately* 713-523-9242.

Looking for roommate to share 4/2 

house • Furnished room • All bills 
included • $325 • 713-697-0984.

Available June 1 • 2/2 furnished 
(except 2nd bedroom) apartment 

@ Chimney Rock and Bellfort • 

W/D • Water • Cable • Gated • 
$385/mo. • $250 deposit • Call 

Addison • 713-723-0377.

Vacancy • Male • $350/mo. • Includes 
utilities • 2 bedroom furnished apart­
ment • Montrose & Westheimer • 
Open June 15 • 713-521-1712.

1 roommate to share 3B home in 
Southwest Houston • Smoking OK 
• No pets • All bills paid • 
$395/mo. • 713-773-9029.

VOLUNTEERS

STEVEN'S HOUSE
Seeking caregivers for transitional 
housing program for HIV+ adults • 
Must have high school diploma and 
experience as a caregiver • Contact 
Ms. Straham @ 713-522-5757 or fax 

resume to 713-522-1910.

Answers 
to

Q puzzle 
on 

page 20 
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voice
Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, Suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed order 
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX, 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490. 
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL: croberts@houstonvoice.com
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation.

Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

I 
I 
I 
I 
I
I 
I 
K 
I Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 11 a.m.

TEXT:  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

2 WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

CATEGORY:# OF ISSUES: 

Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces

ORICK YOUR 
CATEGORY

FKt-E*: Call for guidelines
HIV Services & Education

I Volunteers
| Non-Profit Organizations

*First 20 words

1 INDIVIDUAL RATE $10:
I Announcements

I Auditions
— Employment-Seeking
— Pets-Free or Lost & Found 

Roommates,
I 2Z Personal Wed sites

I BUSINESS RATE $18:
Auto Repair

1 — Business Opportunities

• Entertainment

Z Home improvement

Items For Sale
■ z Licensed Massage

I _ Moving Sery'cervices
| Professional Service

ZZ Real Estate o Rent
 Real Estate For Sale

I Call 713-529-8490
I for other categories

3 TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $10.00 per week. Additional words at 50tf each per week.

Up to 20 words: $10.00
Additional words x 50tf:  

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week) 

Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $18.00 per week.

Additional words x 75t per word (per week): 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: A x# of issues

Total: $

Name: __ _______________________________
Address: __ ____________ _________________________
City -  _________________ State Zip  

Phone_____ _____________________________________________
Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX  MC  VISA
Card #Exp. /
Signature
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The internet’s funnest 

lesbian and £ay 
dating service!

www. edwina. com
S7.98 monthly charge. Price subject to change.
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new Orleans
504.821.9041
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atlanta
404.876.0789
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call today M

HOW ««»«

( Black & Latin unpublished models 
r under 25 for solo and/or interacial 
photos and videos.
No experience necessary. 

Fast cash & great pay! 
call toll-free 
1-866-99-MODEL 
(1 - 8 6 6" 9 9 6'6 3 3 b )

COCOBOYZ.COM
• v    '• - - >      

|l,r)iku,j,i| Want to write? 
voice (and get paid for it?!)
Houston Voice seeks to add to its pool of freelance writers, 
particularly those interested in covering news such as politics, 
police reports, court issues and in-depth investigative pieces.

Ideal candidates will have polished writing skills, an eye for accuracy 
and detail, and the ability to adhere strictly to weekly deadlines.

Contact Penny Weaver by e-mail: editor@houstonvoice.com
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JILL DEARMAN

My Stars!
May 10-16

ARIES (March 21 to April 20)
This is a good time for you to force a few issues in your relationship. You 

have a stronger sense of what you need. Now is the time to ask for those 
things ... loudly. A Virgo will hear you and comply

TAURUS (April 21 to May 20)
The moon and Uranus make a challenging square to your Sun on May 19. 

You need to make some healthy changes in your personal life, or you’ll keep 
fighting the same losing battle. Now is your time to be master of your destiny, 
darling. An Aquarius will push you in the right direction.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21)
Pluto is moving in retrograde through the love area of your chart. For 

God’s sake, change your corrupt ways, darling. Or at least get more practical 
about your bizarre proclivities. A Cancer may actually be able to give you 
what you need if you beg for it nicely

CANCER (June 22 to July 22)
Several planets in your mystical 12th house could induce a spiritual 

breakthrough for you this week. Go with it, darling. You can create a whole 
new way of life — from within. An Aries can help you interpret the signs of 
the universe.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
This is the right week for you to force your hand in a business 

matter — with charm and grace, naturally. You are a great influence on your 
subordinates, darling. An Aquarius loves to take orders from you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
■ Career matters have a life of their own this week. It’s up to you to make

snap decisions. You’ve been thinking about the pros and cons long enough! A 
Pisces can help you.

x LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
The Sun in your serious-relationship sector could bring you new 

paramours. Your task is to choose one. You are spreading yourself too thin, 
dear. Try sharing all of yourself with another Libra.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
A strong dose of Scorpionic transformation is called for in your 

primary relationships, dear one. A bunch of planets in your Sth house are 
pushing you to be all that you can be. Discipline and strong choices are 
called for — all while you’re feeling so weak! Give over to your more 
evolved self — and to a Cancer.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
This is a hard time for you to make a sacrifice in your love life, but that is 

exactly what you need to do. Decisions are encouraged. Wishy-washiness will 
only bring you grief. Another Sag understands you more than you realize.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
This is an excellent week for you to make a pact with yourself. Pick a date 

to make a sweeping and positive change in your day-job situation. Then stick 
to it. A Libra will hold you to your high standards.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
May 19 is showdown day, honey. You could be confronted by an old 

friend/nemesis. To this day, you still may not be able to find out if this person 
is for you or against you. You are usually the catalyst. This week you are 
surrounded by catalysts, a Gemini plays a big role.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
, F+amily situations could come to a head, and you need to head off a crazy 

relative a the pass. You re the peacemaker, so resist the urge to implode! A 
Virgo will support you during fainUial insanity

Jill Dearman is the author of the best-selling "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer Astrology 
"I nc G|riffin)'For information on charts and consultations, call 

212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

Neil Markert

^Monday Night Jazz 
6pm

onrnna-

Doni mfes Sunday Branch vi

at Sonoma 11 a-3p

1415 California • 713-522-7066
.. r. .-j-.:- -a-. . -.i.- ’ ...-a..,.. -•.-uJt&a-J . .. .. ... .. k .t® ..•&». .-.asr-.

AMU Midtown
713.529.5333

ZUVI/J Towne Square
713.522.4111

Luxury living near 
the best of Montrose, 
Midtown & Downtown.

i
1.

www.amli.corn

Service Guarantee
AMU Corporate Hames avaifabfe
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the greater Houston glbt chamber of commerce 

presents m wer , 
expected to be the biggest EVER!
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GLBT Community Expo

Pick a booth—any booth!
AU booths at Empower are in high visibility/high traffic 
areas. Most prime locations are given on a first-come, 

first-served basis. Reserve your booth today!

Contact the Chamber • 713-523-7576 
e-mail: info@ghglcc.org • Web site: www.ghglcc.org

orge ft* Brown Convention Center


