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After a partial court hear­
ing this week, lesbian 
Connie Danielson still has 
high hopes of regaining 
custody of her daughter.
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Fund-raisers for organiza­
tions that serve gay 
Houstonians had ups and 
downs in 2001.
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Montrose Softball League 
prepares for a new season 
with its upcoming 
Recruitment Day.
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Transgender man found murdered

Glenmont Dr.
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The body of a Hispanic male, clad in women's clothing, was found Saturday morning at 
5300 Glenmont. He had been shot several times, Houston police said.

Police have no suspects 
in shooting of Hispanic 
male found dressed in 
female clothing

by PENNY WEAVER

Houston Police Department investigators have 
no witnesses or suspects so far in the murder of a 
man whose body was found clad in women's 
attire.

The victim, a Hispanic male, has been identi­
fied as Hugo Cesar Barajas, 27, of 2005 Vermont in 
Baytown. According to Houston police, Barajas' 
body was found at 5300 Glenmont around 9 a.m. 
Saturday. He had been shot several times.

Investigators responded to a call and discov­
ered the body, dressed in female clothing, lying in 
the breezeway of a commercial business complex.

HPD spokesperson Sandra Aponte said that at 
this time, the motive is unknown and there are no 
witnesses or suspects in the case. Police did not 
speculate on whether or not Barajas' crossdressing 
might have been a factor in the murder.

Detectives directly involved in investigating 
the killing could not be reached for comment or 
further details by press time Thursday.

Civil unions aren’t marriage, court says
In first test of Vt. law, appeals court 
rejects lesbian mom's claim that civil 
union should fulfill visitation decree

by LAURA DOUGLAS-BROWN

The first case in the country to test the weight of Vermont's civil 
unions dealt a loss last week to a lesbian mother who argued her 
union should count as a "marriage" to enable her to visit her three 
sons in the Atlanta home she shares with her female partner.

And while gay rights attorneys downplayed the broader impact, the 
case also dealt a serious blow to overall recognition of gay civil unions in 
Georgia or other states outside of Vermont, according to the conservative 
law group that represented the mother's ex-husband.

Civil union supporters "want to narrow the case because it is a 
major defeat for them," said Matthew Staver, director of Tampa-based 
Liberty Counsel. "This is a huge case because it is the first to say that 
Vermont civil unions are not the equivalent of marriage, and that 
applies to every other state in the union."

Georgia residents Susan and Debra Freer traveled to Vermont 
and joined in a civil union on July 4, 2000, just a few days after the

> Continued on Page 8
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Susan and Debra Freer (left) haven't been able to visit Susan's three 
sons for over a year, because Susan's ex-husband doesn't want them to 
spend time around the lesbian couple.
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3841 Bellaire Blvd. 713-668-5000 
Open Mon.-Sat. 10-6 Thurs. 10-9 
Convenient Storefront Parking

Always Free Giftwrapping

9r

Calories?

Christopher Radko Spring Collection
• Lampe Berger Lamps, Oil
• Mats, Jonasson Glass

Haus Edelweiss
Fine Gifts & Collectibles 

Seasonal Design & Decorating Services

it’ w
www.hausedelweissltd.com
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HALS EDELWEISS. LTD
CHARLIE CORLEY, OWNER

• WEST ALABAMA • 
1833 W. Alabama 

(next to the Chocolate Bar) 
call 713.522.1948 
fax 713.522.1949 

toll free 1.888.516.1948

• TOWN & COUNTRY VILLAGE • 
650 W. Bough Ln, Ste 140 

call 713.465.5358 
fax 713.465.5365

toll free 1.877.428.7583

Mon-Thurs 11am-9pm 
Fri-Sat 11am-10pm 

Sun 1pm-6pm

CU/lAsule/!
• Rose Stem
• Bouquets

• Vases

WE ARE OPEN 

AT 7:30AM ON 
VALENTINE'S DAY!

The iw GO I {3 S

Restaurant
2100 Waugh ©rive 
(IWwn Michigan & Indiana) 

713.942.2100
•American Culling • 

5:30 Io 10:00 PM; 7 day* 
Tall ta-opgn 4:00 pM

inline
MnotipSpri in the

hetart of the Montme
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Custody battle nears end
Partial hearing conducted, set 
Jo be finished next week for 
lesbian mom and her daughter

by PENNY WEAVER

A Houston judge continued a portion of this week's 
hearing in the case of a lesbian mother who has fought 
for several years to obtain full custody of her daughter.

Connie Danielson of Conroe raised her daughter, 
Chelsea, alone for five years before Chelsea's biological 
father, Sammy Magana, filed for custody and won. 
Danielson said Magana brought up the issue at that 
time because Danielson is a lesbian.

That was five years ago, and Danielson has contin­
ually fought to regain custody of Chelsea, now 10. 
Danielson and her partner of one year, Kim Gayheart, 
contend they can provide a good home environment 
Jor Chelsea and that she wants to live with them.
I In a Jan. 29 hearing in Houston courts, a judge heard 
Danielson, Gayheart and Danielson's sister testify on 
behalf of Danielson, she said late this week. Magana 
also took the stand.

The hearing was continued to 10 a.m. Feb. 8, how­
ever, because the judge had a dentist's appointment 
and was unable to hear the rest of the evidence to be 
presented, according to Danielson.

The court did arrange for a child's representative to 
meet with Chelsea both at Danielson and Gayheart's 
home, at school and with Magana and his parents, who 
have helped take care of Chelsea.

-

I

I 

___________

Connie Danielson (left) and her partner, Kim Gayheart, 
hope to soon be reunited with Connie's daughter, Chelsea. 
Danielson has fought for several years to obtain full cus­
tody of Chelsea, 10.

Danielson said all the adults involved also will take 
a weekend class on parenting and helping children 
cope with stress.

Despite the delay, Danielson is hopeful about next 
week's court session.

"I think it's going to go really good," she said.
Magana's attorney did attempt to use Danielson 

and Gayheart's relationship as a factor in the case, 
Danielson added.

"They did try to bring up the gay thing," she said. 
"The judge didn't even seem to blink eye. She just kind 
of overlooked it."
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Happy Valef 
2520 Montrose •

&

Benefiting MCAF

l/'all come 
Uacfe 
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No cover!
Happy hour Prices!

Sunday, Feb. 3 
4gm @ Guava lamp 
2159 Portsmouth
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FEATURING:
• Ima Cummin
• Marilyn
•Tantra
• Sofanda Stlohn
• Wilma
• Selena Stlohn
• Natali Shaffer
• Connie Giusada
• Lauren Brach as MC
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Charities report the pinch of Sept. 11
Fund-raisers for groups 
that assist gay 
Houstonians saw sharp 
drop in contributions 
after need created by 
terrorist attacks
by ELLA TYLER

"No wonder I shot 2,000 rolls of film last 
year!" exclaimed Houston photographer 
Dalton DeHart as he reviewed the fund- 
raising events he recorded in 2001.

Gay Houstonians who volunteered, con­
tributed and participated in such benefits 
likely also have lost count of the many 
efforts to raise money for gay causes.

In spite of terrorist attacks, the shows 
and parties went on. So did an impressive 
amount of check writing, both from busi­
nesses and individuals. Indications are that 
money will continue to flow in 2002, 
although it might come from different 
sources.

"It wasn't just Sept. 11," said Gary 
Teixeira, who is involved in several commu­
nity groups, about the need for benefit 
events. "It was the flood, the prospect of 
Compaq's moving. Continental's problems, 
the city election. And then Enron."

But one thing that most fall fund-raisers 
had in common was a dip in giving that 
they attribute to after affects of Sept. 11, 
which netted a huge nationwide surge in 
charitable giving to groups like the 
American Red Cross.

The PWA Coalition's sixth bowling tour­
nament, Strikes Against AIDS, was held 
Sept. 9. According to Alice Sarmiento, atten­
dance was the same as it has been previous­
ly, but donations were down somewhat. The 
event raised $20,000 and spent $4,000. Food 
was donated, Sarmiento said.

"This is a fun event - it's family oriented 
and involves all the communities in 
Houston," she said.

Sarmiento said that donations were 
down after Sept. 11. "An easy example is 
that someone who used to send us $25 
every month didn't send a check from 
September to December, and we noticed it. 
However, she sent us a check in January," 
she explained.

One of Montrose Clinic's fund-raising 
events, Dining Out For Life, was held Sept 
13'

"It was too far along to cancel," said 
Peggy Rhoads, the agency's development 
director. "That did not do well, because no 
one was going out. However, we began a 
direct mail gift campaign in December, and 
are pleased with the response we are get­
ting. We are getting some new donors and 
some contributors who haven't given in a 
while are giving again."

Uncommon Legacy, which funds schol­
arships for lesbians, held its third golf tour­
nament on Sept. 30. According to event 
organizer Janine Brunjes, the event attracted

Most annual fund-raisers for groups that serve gay Houstonians saw a drop in proceeds after 
Sept. 11. Organizers now are gearing up for 2002 events, including the annual AIDS Walk 
Houston, which netted about $320,000 last year.
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as many golfers as before but was not as 
successful in attracting major donors.

"Since we had less money from under­
writers, we didn't net as much as in prior 
years," Brunjes noted. About 48 percent of 
tourney proceeds were spent on costs, she 
said, in contrast to previous years when 
costs have ranged from 26 to 35 percent of 
proceeds.

Another September event was the Third 
Annual Misfit Ball, held the 23rd. Robert 
Hammond, the group's 2001 president, 
reports that $4,638 was raised to be split 
between the Buyers Club and PWA 
Coalition from the 277 attendees.

"It is more money than we have raised 
ever before, but nobody was feeling very 
festive, so we didn't raise as much money 
with the auctions," he noted.

The Assistance Fund, which pays 
COBRA payments so people may retain 
their heath insurance and also pays for 
medication, held its major annual fund-rais­
er on Nov. 19.

"It is a unique event: a dinner in the 
Couture Department of Neiman Marcus," 
said Diane Creel. "This year we raised 
$200,000 with overhead of about 25 percent. 
Last year, we raised $300,000 but had twice 
as many people attending."

The Center For AIDS Holiday Schmooze, 
held Dec. 13, raised about $47,000, more 
than twice as much as it did the previous 
year, according to Daniel Zorn, develop­
ment director. Organizers worked to keep 
the attention of the public after the terrorist 
attacks, he noted.

"I think we conveyed our core message 
and people understood that there is still 
work to be done," Zorn said.

The final numbers for the last fund-rais­
er of 2001, the Houston Black Tie Dinner, 
aren't in. But Sandy Clough, vice-chair of 
the event, said the dinner raised less than it 
has in previous years.

Despite rough roads after givers re-rout­
ed their contributions for Sept. 11 causes, 
leaders of local charities that assist gay 
Houstonians already are looking ahead.

Organizing, sponsor recruitment and table 
sales for the 2002 series of fund-raisers is 
already under way.

Still, the charitable needs created by the 
terrorist attacks continue to affect local 
fund-raising.

The Human Rights Campaign's Gala is 
March 2. Dalia Stokes reports that 72 out of 
82 tables are already sold, but, so far, there 
are not as many sponsors and underwriters 
as last year.

"People are saying the economy is slow­
ing down generally, and citing Sept. 11 
specifically," Stokes said.

However, Stokes thinks the event will be 
a sell-out, with between 800 and 900 guests.

"At our national semi-annual meeting in 
October, it was discussed that the aftermath 
of attacks reveals how many ways gays are 
treated unequally," she noted.

AIDS Walk Houston, which benefits the 
AIDS Foundation Houston and five other 
agencies, will be held March 10.

"We're doing better than expected," said 
Ken Kelly, vice president of external affairs 
for the group. "We're ahead of where we 
were last year and have more corporate 
walk teams."

According to Kelly, the 2001 walk raised 
approximately $350,000 with production 
costs of about $30,000.

This will be good news to the AIDS 
Coalition's Saramentio. "If the AIDS Walk 
does will, we will all do well," she said.

Bringin' in the Green is Montrose 
Counseling Center's annual fund-raising 
event. It is a cocktail party/reception held 
on the Friday closest to St. Patrick's Day, 
which is March 15 this year.

The center's Sally Huffer said not as 
much sponsorship money has been raised 
so far as was raised last year, but there is a 
week to go before the deadline.

"However," she said, "last year the food 
was donated by Enron, and we won't be 
nibbling that well this year."

The 2001 event netted nearly $17,000 
after costs of about $2,000, Huffer said.

Gary Teixeira is chair of the

FLAG/HATCH Youth Scholarship 
Foundation's Spring Fling, to be held April 
19 at the Warwick Hotel.

"The event is as much about introducing 
who we are and celebrating what we do as 
about raising funds," he said.

According to Teixeira, last year's fling 
raised $10,143 with expenses of $4,064, leav­
ing proceeds of $6,079. The Foundation 
awarded $57,000 in scholarships to 19 stu­
dents in 2001.

Teixeira is optimistic about the group's 
fund-raising in 2002. Sponsorship recruit­
ment for the Spring Fling is under way now.

"So far, my gut feeling is that we are 
ahead of last year in our fund-raising. We 
have a great story to tell," he said."

Houston Area Teen Coalition of 
Homosexuals has a prom in May as its 
annual fund-raiser. According to prom^ 
Chairman Kevin Davidson, the 2001 even^^ 
raised $15,525 with costs of $923, leaving 
proceeds of $13,902.

One event that is as much about raising 
fun as raising funds occurs this weekend. 
The Krewe of Olympus Ball will be 
Saturday, Feb. 2. According to Robert 
Brooks, Krewe president, the ball raised 
enough money to give away $21,000 last 
year. The ball is by invitation only, and is the 
"best ticket in town," according to Brooks.

"Fund-raising is all about people, not 
money," Montrose Clinic's Rhodes said. 
"We may get smaller amounts from more 
people, but donors are thinking about 
where are their values and want to feel as if 
they are doing something important."

Zorn of the Center for AIDS, praised the 
city's gay residents for their willingness to 
help those in need.

"Houston has an exceedingly strong vol­
unteer and donor community," he said. "It'^^ 
truly a Houston thing, although other Texa^^ 
cities are generous. It is very much in the 
forefront of giving. Agencies need to return 
to the basics and get the message out about 
what their mission and purpose is."
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Volunteers for the 2001 'Bringin' in the 
Green/ a fund-raiser for Montrose Counseling 
Center, count up some of the nearly $17,000 
garnered in the benefit. This year's Bringin' in 
the Green is set for March 15.
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Houston GLET Chamber of Commerce powers up for busy month
February is full of events scheduled by 

the Greater Houston GLBT Chamber of 
Commerce, starting with the group's reg­
ular monthly meeting on Tuesday. 
According to Executive Director Coy Tow, 
the Chamber general session begins with 
^6 p.m. social and continues with a 7 p.m. 
Bnner Tuesday at the Warwick Hotel. 
RSVPs are needed by noon Friday. The 
Chamber also will help power an open 
house Thursday at Haus Edelweiss from 6 
to 9 p.m. The business will offer beverages 
and snacks and welcome special guest 
Annise Parker, the only openly gay mem­
ber of the Houston City Council. Also pre­
sent will be lawmaker Debra Danburg. 
The public is invited to attend. For 
Valentine's Day, the Chamber offers mem­
bers a chance to see "The Most Fabulous 
Story Ever Told" at Theatre New West. A 
dessert reception will follow the 8 p.m. 
performance, Tow said.

Greater Houston GLBT 
Chamber of Commerce

Feb. 5 general meeting and dinner
6 p.m. social, 7 p.m. meal
Warwick Hotel
RSVP: 713-523-7576

Feb. 7 open house
6-9 p.m.
Haus Edelweiss
1833 West Alabama

Feb. 14 special performance
8 p.m.
"The Most Fabulous Story Ever Told"
Theatre New West
1415 California St.
Tickets: $45 per couple or $25 individual

713-523-7576

Fund-raising group wraps up year's events, presents new leaders
The Royal, Sovereign and Imperial Court of 

the Single Star of Houston, Inc. (RSICSS) recent­
ly wrapped up Reign XVII and work done 
under the leadership of Emperor XVII Wes 
Stewart and Empress XVII Barbara Walker. 
Throughout the year, the group raises tens of 
thousands of dollars for charities including Colt 
45's, Miss Camp America Foundation, AIDS 
Foundation Houston and Camp Hope Program 
and the Houston Lesbian and Gay Community 
Center. Emperor XVIII Sean Carter and 
Empress XVIII Shelby St. John were crowned as 
the newest monarchs in the state of Texas and 
the International Court System. Membership in 
the Court is open to anyone interested.

Voices Breaking 
Boundaries

4 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 10
DiverseWorks
1117 East Freeway
713-335-3445
www.diverseworks.org

RSICSS
713-524-3688
e-mail: emperorXVIII@aol.com
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Artists entertain as part of Voices Breaking Boundaries
A variety of musicians and artists will participate Feb. 10 in an event sponsored 

by Voices Breaking Boundaries (VBB). The afternoon of poetry, prose, music and 
dance will feature "Dance for Peace: An 
International Celebration of Mother 
Language" by Rafia Sultana Rasu, dance artist 
from Bangledesh. Also slated to perform is 
trombone jazz player Dave Dove. In addition,

high school students will present literary pieces and an 
open mike session will be held. The event is open and free 
to the public. VBB is a collective forum of writers from 
diverse perspectives, backgrounds, and countries. Host is 
Sehba Sarwar, founding member and artistic director.
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Recently crowned as new 
monarchs for Houston's RSIC- 
SS are Emperor XVIII Sean 
Carter and Empress XVIII 
Shelby St. John.

Lunchtime at The Fox
Big wiety of sandwiches & salads

2815 S. Shepherd • 713.523.5FOX 
Foxdinbar@aol.com • www.foxdiner.com

Full service catering options
Professional Consulting *

Menu Planning
Professional Staffing & Management
Location Management
JRenfal Consultation
Menus designed for the formal to the 

unique theme

JegeRtan fare always available...
Sqajipy Service so.that you can gef^ 

back to work!
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From your design on disk or from your image

Price

ABOUT THE CARDS:
Cards are run kill color on Gloss/ 
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1201 Westheimer 
713/528-1201

SCHMERLER AGENCY

Jeffrey

RobRay

Jason

Your 
ommun 
tysuranc

700
For Auto, Home, Renters 

Life, Health, Business Insurance 
and much more.

6575 W. Loop South, Ste. 185 
Bellaire, TX 77401

www. SchmerlerAgency.  com
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BREAK AWAY

Will you be treated in a 
Dedicated Gay Unit?

Is your Treatment Center dedi­
cated to the Gay Community 
and supportive of our causes?

FROM ALCOHOL, DRUGS 
DEPRESSION & ANXIETY

Will you be cared for by experi­
enced Gay Professionals and 
Gay Support Staff?

Tips on Choosing Gay Treatment
Ask:

Are you in a safe & secure Gay 
Owned and Operated facility?

ALTERNATIVES specializes 
in treating HIV/AIDS-related grief 
and loss. Our HIV specialists are 
available to address all medical 
concerns. Medicare, Medicaid & 
most insurance accepted. 
JCAHO Accredited

Beware of:
V Treatment centers and pro­

grams that exploit the gay com­
munity.

ALTERNATIVES is the 
nation's only GAY OWNED AND 
OPERATED alcohol, drug and 
mental health program whose 
leadership has provided over 25 
years of pride and service to the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual and 
Transgender Community.
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C»ll Tnrtav- i^Rnn-niAi <i_8OO~342~5429> www-altdsrwaitiwesinc-oom...... ........ ...... ..
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Keep up the Pace with Premier

FREE
Nights and Weekends 
with any Home Plan 
of $29.99 or higher

Motorola 2282
i fnft

SQQM

WIRELESS

Get Right Through 8000Get Right Through 5000

! W ' I i

500 Anytime Minutes
2500 DirectCsnnect * « a a

Minutes $4099
200C Night iWwfc- tt'f month 
end Minutes 9

FREE VOICE MAJL 4 CALLER © INCIUOED1

1000 Anytime Minutes
4000 EMrectConnect ( «v A

Minutes * / W
3000 ^ght & Week- f month 
end Minutes

FREE VOWE MAIL & CALLER »INCLUDED*

NEXTEL
usiness gets done.’

SAVE 
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Now Oniy 
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Motorola 2282

Vbic^ream

PHONE
Save

75 Whenever Minutes 
500 Weekend Minutes

HOPS
♦••••••••••••••••**>******<***********>0^^^*^^^^^.^^ 

1000 Whenever Minutes 
2000 Weekend Minutes

Sns&i2K If

600 Whenever Minutes
2000 Weekend Minutes 

feCakCtoitt $OA99
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2000 Whenever Minutes
2000 Weekend Minutes 
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andDeMBtng SQQyy

Authorized Deal

Premier
PAGING & WIKIESS
www. callpremier, com

Rate Plans subject to change without notice

Communicate with Us.
Houston Stafford

713.465.8883 281.575.8500
Pisase call Premier Paging & Wireless for complete details. Discounts and coupons may not be ronTblnMJfeprowdcrg^  ̂ are required
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Fla. trans custody case first-of-its-kind for state
CLEARWATER, Fla. (AP) — The fate of a transsexual man fighting for custody of 

his two children in a bitter divorce case rests on whether a Florida judge decides he is 
legally considered a man. Pasco-Pinellas Circuit Judge Gerard O'Brien said the trans­
gender custody case is the first in Florida courts and may be the first in the nation. 
O'Brien is hearing testimony on whether it was legal for Michael Kantaras, who was 
born female, to adopt his wife's 3-year-old son and be listed as the father of a child she 

flper conceived with donated sperm. "The question is, does he become a man, can he 
rnarry, can he adopt?" O'Brien asked. "If the law says he's still a woman, he can't do 
any of those things." Florida law bans same-sex marriages and bars gays from adopt­
ing children. A verdict is not expected until February or later.

Intersex bias suit thrown out by Mich, judge
PONTIAC, Mich. (AP) — A judge threw out a sexual discrimination lawsuit filed by 

an Oak Park resident who claimed to have biologically changed from a man to a woman 
without surgery. Naomi Solomons, once known as David Solomons, sued her former 
employer — a Troy company called the Transition Team — claiming she lost her job and 
was otherwise discriminated against because of her sex. Solomons' attorney, Andrew 
Mudryk of Ann Arbor, contended that his client belonged to a group — intersex — that 
is protected under laws prohibiting sexual discrimination. Oakland County Circuit 
Judge Fred Mester ruled that the state legislature did not include transgendered or inter­
sex individuals under the law, and that Solomons could not sue her ex-employer for 
damages. Around Christmas 1999, Solomons claimed in court documents, her body 
spontaneously began to grow breasts, she lost her facial hair and her voice changed.

Molo. bill would prohibit anti-gay job bias
DENVER (AP) — Most employees would be protected from discrimination based on 

sexual orientation or gender identity under a measure approved by a state Senate com­
mittee Jan. 23. The Senate Business, Labor & Finance Committee voted 4-3 along party 
lines, with Democrats in the majority, to send Senate Bill 74 to the full Senate for debate.

Va. housing group maintains 'family rule'

The measure would add sexual orientation and 
gender identity to the list of characteristics pro­
tected from discrimination in hiring, firing, pro­
motions and other workplace actions. "It's beyond 
me why sexual orientation would be any different 
from sex, religion, race and the other characteris­
tics we already prevent discrimination on," said 
bill sponsor Sen. Doug Linkhart (D-Denver). The 
measure would exempt religious, organizations 
that do not receive any taxpayer funding. A simi­
lar measure passed the Senate last year but was 
killed in a House committee. It was at least the 
fifth time such a measure was killed.
Colorado state Sen. Doug Linkhart has sponsored a bill 
to add sexual orientation and gender identity to groups 
protected against workplace discrimination.

I

RICHMOND — The Virginia Housing Development Authority's Board 
of commissioners voted 6-1 on Jan. 23 to continue barring gay and other 
unmarried couples from being eligible to apply for low-interest home 
financing loans. The commissioners are scheduled sometime in the 
spring to hold another public hearing and final vote on this issue. But 
opposition from the Family Foundation, a conservative group based in 
Richmond, and a proposed bill sponsored by Del. Ryan T. McDougle, a 
Republican, appear to have derailed the VHDA's plan for now to elimi­
nate the state's "family rule." This rule allows only Virginians with low 
or moderate incomes who are related by "blood, marriage, or adoption" 
to apply for home financing loans together. "I think that the VHDA 
[board of commissioners] is very concerned about the possibility that the 
General Assembly will take over its decision-making authority," said 
David Scoven, executive director of Virginians for Justice, a statewide
gay political group.

Two gay publications fold in recent months
SEATTLE — The weekly Seattle Gay Standard has folded after 13 months 

of publication, Editor & Publisher reported. The paper had a circulation of 
15,000 and had turned profitable in August, but slumped following the ter­
rorist attacks on Sept. 11. Five fulltime staffers lost jobs. The Seattle Gay 
News, a 28-year-old publication, is now the only gay paper in the city. 
Meanwhile, the Lesbian Review of Books ceased publication with the Winter 
2001-2002 issue. The journal, which began publication in 1994, folded due to 
financial problems, staffer Loralee MacPike explained in an article in 
Sojourner. MacPike cited unpaid ■BMH------------------------- ---
debts owed to the publication and For more news, visit
rising printing and postage costs. WWW.houstonvoice.com

— From staff and wire reports --------------------- -----------—

THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Call us for your next out-of-town guest!

hSI
s

W
11

A

ft.

' st '" «•

Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

We do catered events for up to 200 people!
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!

Speed Dating

mute con 
different 'men

!ates
One Pun Evening!

For more information, access: www.hwfestival.org/events.htm
Brought to you by the Athena Art Project producers of the Houston Womens Festival

A Cal Pal Social

Lueky Seven
Mix and Meet Speed Dating for Lesbians 

kA Fun, Fast and Carefree Way to Meet New People! j

: : I

aty 9, 2002
F 
eteor^^- 

i ® Birvlew



FEBRUARY 1, 2002 • HOUSTON VOICENEWS6

Lesbian mom hasn’t seen her sons for two years
Continued from Page 8

state's landmark statute — the first in the 
country to give full rights to gay couples 
under state law — went into effect.

According to Susan Freer, her ex-hus- 
band, Darian Bums, cut off contact between 
her and the couple's three boys shortly 
afterwards, leading to a court battle that 
sparked a firestorm of attention from both 
pro- and anti-gay groups.

Last January, a Floyd County Superior 
Court judge ruled against Freer's argument 
that her civil union "satisfies the legally 
married portion" of a consent decree in 
which she and Bums agreed not to visit 
their children "during any time where [one] 
cohabits with or has overnight stays with 
any adult" to whom they are not married or 
related "within the second degree."

Last week, the Georgia Court of Appeals 
upheld the lower court's ruling, rejecting 
Freer's claim that the couple was married in 
Vermont and under "the full faith and credit 
doctrine they are married in Georgia" as well.

"Susan's position... has a flawed 
premise," Judge M. Yvette Miller wrote in the 
unanimous decision by a three-judge panel of 
the appeals court. "She and her female com­
panion were not married in Vermont but 
instead entered into a 'civil union' ...

"Moreover, even if Vermont had pur­

ported to legalize same-sex marriages, such 
would not be recognized in Georgia," the 
court ruled.

Freer said she learned of the ruling from 
a reporter's phone call.

"My first reaction was more shock than 
anything. Once the news really hit home, I 
was pretty devastated. How could they do 
this to my children?" said Freer, who has 
not seen her three sons since August 2000 
and not spoken to them since Christmas of 
that year.

Impact debated
According to the appeals court ruling, 

the "sole issue" in the case, known as Burns 
v. Bums, "is whether the trial court erred in 
enforcing" the consent decree.

"The trial court found that the provisions 
of its order applied equally... and that a 'civil 
union' is not a marriage," Miller wrote.

Arguing before the Court of Appeals in 
October 2001, Freer's attorney, Adrian 
Lanser of Cartersville, said civil unions are 
the same as marriage in Vermont, so they 
should be treated as a marriage in Georgia.

The appeals court soundly rejected that 
argument, agreeing with Staver, Burns' 
attorney, that the Vermont civil union law 
specifically creates the category as separate 
from marriage. And even if Vermont meant 
for civil unions to be the same as marriage,

the court ruled, Georgia's law banning gay 
marriage would prevent them from being 
treated as such here.

"This sets the parameters and ground­
work for other states, if similarly challenged, 
to rely on this precedent," Staver said.

A variety of gay rights opponents filed 
friend-of-the-court briefs supporting 
Staver's position, including lawmakers in 
both Vermont and Georgia. Some 68 
Vermont state legislators who opposed civil 
joined in a brief filed by the Marriage Law 
Project of Catholic University, while 11 
Georgia legislators who supported the 1996 
passage of the state's "Defense of Marriage 
Act" also argued against the Freers.

High-profile groups supporting gay 
rights lined up in support of the lesbian cou­
ple, including the ACLU, Lambda Legal 
Defense & Education Fund, National Center 
for Lesbian Rights, and Gay & Lesbian 
Advocates & Defenders, the New England­
based group that brought the Vermont law­
suit that resulted in the passage of civil 
unions there.

All of these groups support full recogni­
tion of civil unions around the country, as 
well as legalizing gay marriage. But friend-of- 
the-court briefs filed by Lambda Legal and 
the ACLU offered ways that the appeals court 
could have allowed Freer's visitation without 
having to take the controversial step of ruling

on the legal weight of civil unions.
Lambda Legal said that the standard for 

child visitation cases is what is in the beA 
interest of the child, and noted that no low™ 

court has ever heard evidence to suggest 
that Susan Freer's children have been 
harmed by interacting with her.

The ACLU's brief argued that the rela­
tionship between Susan and Debra Freer 
can be seen as "related within the second 
degree" under Georgia law even without 
viewing their civil union as equivalent to a 
marriage.

Another brief filed by the three Vermont 
legislators who authored the civil union law 
appeared to add weight to that claim, stat­
ing that the civil union law intended to rec­
ognize committed same-sex partners as 
"immediate family members."

The appeals court decision did not 
address any of those arguments, but t]A 
silence should not be seen as rejecting the™ 
attorneys for the groups claimed.

"It's a very narrow ruling. We know that 
civil unions are not marriage... and the court 
never addressed if civil unions should be 
afforded other recognition in Georgia. That 
remains an open question," said Jennifer 
Levi, senior staff attorney for GLAD.

The consent decree signed by Susan 
Freer should limit the impact of the case,

> Continued on Page 9
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Case may be applealed 
to a higher court
> Continued from Page 8

argued Robert Tsai, attorney for the ACLU 
of Georgia. "This is not going to be the last 
word on the legal significance of civil 
unions," Tsai said.

Fight not over?
After losing before the three-judge panel 

of the appeals court, legal experts said Freer 
has three options for continuing her case: 
going back to the trial court to ask for a 
change in the visitation stipulation, appeal­
ing to the full Court of Appeals, or appeal­
ing to the state Supreme Court.
ji) This week, Freer said she would contin­
ue to fight to see her children, although she 
isn't yet sure how.

"We are still working with our attorney on 
the options and specifics, but I can tell you that 
we definitely are planning to continue the 
fight for my children's sake," she said.

But Staver said Freer's claim that she has­
n't been allowed to see the children is 
"bogus" and "a lie." Bums would allow Freer 
to visit the children, even in the home she 
shares with Debra Freer, as long as Debra

Freer isn't present at the time, Staver said.
Freer, however, said that her ex-husband 

has moved and prevented her from know­
ing how to contact the boys, despite 
attempts by her attorney to set up any type 
of visitation.

"If Mr. Staver can get me a phone num­
ber, then that would be wonderful," Freer 
said. "It's like he's just pouring salt in my 
wounds, by hurting me so badly with the 
children and then turning around and lying 
about it."

Freer and Burns divorced in Calhoun 
County, Ala., in 1995. Burns received cus­
tody of the children, while freer was 
awarded visitation. When Burns began 
denying her visitation, Freer said she 
charged him with contempt, bringing the 
case into Floyd County courts and resulting 
in the 1998 consent order forbidding visits 
around unmarried partners.

Freer said she did not have good legal 
counsel at the time, or she never would 
have agreed to the order. "I'm not asking 
anyone to agree with my lifestyle, only that 
as a lawful American citizen, I am entitled 
to be with my kids and live with whom I 
choose," she said.
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by MILES CHRISTIAN DANIELS

VIEWPOINT

I don’t want my ‘Gay
women; and Sunday mornings, the most 

MTV and Showtime are
planning to launch a new gay cable 
channel. I suppose, as a gay man, I 
should be overjoyed. But I'm not.

It's not that I'm against a gay channel in 
theory. But in the big picture, I m not cer­
tain it's what we really need right now.

It's been nearly two years since I 
came out. And if asked. I'm honest about 
who I am. But, being gay does not mean 
I want to isolate myself, or allow my sex­
uality to completely define who I am.

I don't go to a "gay church." I've never 
seen an episode of Showtime's "Queer As 
Folk." I don't even own a rainbow flag.

I'm certainly not opposed to these 
icons of gay culture. But I do believe these 
— and other interest-driven endeavors — 
can serve as tools of isolation.

When I first read about the new gay 
TV channel, it made me think of other 
ways in which our society isolates other 
minorities: Lifetime, the cable channel for 

racially segregated time of the week.
That can mean missed opportuni­

ties to see how "the other half" lives. A 
number of heterosexuals have been 
brave enough to tune into "Will & 
Grace," the Emmy Award-winning sit­
com now into its fourth season. It has 
become a jewel among NBC's "Must- 
See TV" Thursday night lineup.

I wonder whether some of those het­
erosexual viewers, before their exposure 
to that series, were somewhat homopho­
bic and have softened a little because of 
the show's positive portrayal of our 
lives. If "Will & Grace" were on the new 
"gay channel," I doubt seriously that 
many heterosexuals would be watching.

I know a lot of gays who only go to 
gay bars, worship at gay churches, 
socialize with gay friends, and watch 
gay-themed shows. At the same time, 
they're screaming for equal rights, to be 
recognized as equals in our society.

Gays, and any other minorities for 

that matter, should receive equal play. 
But like it or not, that comes with prov­
ing ourselves. Minorities gain equal 
rights by proving to the majority that our 
similarities far outweigh our differences.

Only a few years ago, Ellen 
DeGeneres was removed from ABC for 
coming out on her show. Now, we have 
"Will & Grace" and "Queer As Folk," 
and Ellen is back on the air for a second 
season with a CBS sitcom where she 
again plays an out lesbian.

Look around — mainstream society 
is slowly opening its arms and welcom­
ing us in. That has a lot to do with us 
making them feel comfortable enough 
to do so. It has a lot to do with includ­
ing ourselves in their everyday life 
without compromising who we are, and 
without isolating ourselves.

Miles Christian Daniels is a freelance 
writer and documentary filmmaker in 
Wilmington, N.C. He can be reached at 
mcd5024@uncwil.edu.
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we

educated the public. We fought for 
funding. We advocated for scientific 
research and ameliorative drugs. We 
honored the dead and cared for the 
dying. AIDS had become, in some 
ways, an awful rite of passage.

But the context is different now. We 
know how to prevent the transmission of 
HIV. We know about condoms. We know 
about clean needles. We know about 
safety around bodily fluids. We may not 
know how to cure it, but we know how 
to cut it off at the knees.

Unfortunately, because of the avail­
able drugs, AIDS is no longer feared. 
And it should be.

As the December study shows, the 
drugs will not be potent forever. In fact, 
they might not be potent for very much 
longer. And the number of cases is once 
again climbing, as more people bare- 
back, risking their lives in denial or sim­
ply for the sake of risk.

By continuing to engage in sexual 
practices that spread HIV, we are con­
tributing to our own massacre. What is 
wrong with us? Are we so self-hating 
that we welcome death, that we would 
trade 10 minutes of pleasure for a life­
time of illness?

I am saying "we" here, but of course I 
don't mean "we" at all. I mean — let's be 
frank — irresponsible gay men. Haven t 
we had enough of these leeches?

The gay men who are now contract­
ing HIV through unsafe sex are not vic­
tims. They have consciously decided to 
disregard their own health and the wel­

fare of their community.
They do not seem to care that once 

they get sick, our community's resources 
will be diverted from other vital projects 
— civil equality, for example — toward 
their health and well-being. They do not 
care that lesbians and responsible gay 
men must bear their burden, pouring 
precious energy, time and money into 
supporting them. They do not regret that 
behavior like theirs has led to an enor­
mous loss of talent and skill that many of 
us feel keenly.

And you know what? The rest of us 
are tired. We are tired of trying to explain 
to adults who should know better why 
having unsafe sex is so dangerous. We 
are tired of fending off statements like, 
"But it doesn't feel as good," or, "I won't 
get it." We are tired of picking up the 
pieces left by selfishness and denial.

We have tried educating. We have 
tried reasoning. We have tried pleading. 
But what we have not tried — or not 
often enough — is anger.

We should be angry. Because the truth 
is, it is not OK to become infected with 
HIV and become a burden on the com­
munity, if what you've done is have 
unsafe sex.

It is not OK to get AIDS because you 
were drunk or high and forgot the con­
doms. And it is not OK to pass HIV onto 
someone else just because you haven't 
gotten tested yet, or because you haven't 
gotten tested recently. Only you have the 
power to control your own behavior. 
Only you can stop AIDS in its tracks.

VIEWPOINT

It’s our fault AIDS is spreading
by JENNIFER VANASCO

Recent AIDS news 
not been good — and 

only have ourselves to blame.
Early this month, the Centers 

Disease Control & Prevention 
announced that U.S. AIDS cases rose by 
8 percent last year — the first annual 
increase after seven years of declines.

This comes on the heels of a study 
released in December, which reported that 
nearly four out of five people with HIV are 
resistant to one or more antiviral drugs. 
This means that people who are becoming 
infected with HIV now, or who have been 
infected in the past few years, can no 
longer rely on a super-drug safety net.

Together, these two reports are dark 
indeed. It's been said before, but we may 
well be on the cusp of another decade 
ravaged by AIDS, when even one more 
year of community decimation would be 
too much.

Twenty years ago, the men who 
caught AIDS had no idea what was com­
ing. They were true victims. The disease 
was like cancer — it was even called the 
"gay cancer" because its origins seemed 
mysterious and its outcome was an 
awful, debilitating death.

The country panicked. People 
stopped touching those with AIDS. 
Religious fundamentalists declared that 
it was God's wrath being carried out on 
homosexuals.

In response, gay men and lesbians 
came together. We raised money. We 
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LETTERS
It’s about time the Voice 
speaks out on local issues

To the Editor:
So the Houston Voice has finally begun 

to find its "voice" on local matters. I had 
begun to wonder.

You say that our community has lost its 
sense of outrage (editorial, Jan. 25) — that 
because there were no mass demonstra­
tions, no hue and cry over losing on City 
Prop. 2, that somehow gay Houstonians are 
complacent. I have to ask: Where was the 
Voice's editorial page during the battle?

Over the last several months, we've been 
"treated" to editorials about New Orleans, 
Washington and oh yes, there was an inter­
esting — if long-winded — editorial that 
said that seeking domestic partnership ben­
efits really does weaken straight marriage.

So, where did the Houston Voice stand 
on City Prop. 2?

Yes, we lost on Prop. 2, but not for lack of 
trying. It was for lack of message. There 
were no personal stories from city of 
Houston workers showing how having 
partnership benefits would positively 
impact their lives, or how not having them 
has created hardships.

Making the story personal is how we, in 
corporate America, have changed the hearts 
and minds of our co-workers, as well as 
changing company policy. It worked at 
Continental, Chase, Chevron, Shell and 
countless other large employers in our city. 
It's an education process, and it takes time.

At Chevron, sexual orientation was 
included in the non-discrimination policies 
in 1992. It took another five years to educate 
management and employees about why 
domestic partnership benefits were needed 
but were not a threat to "traditional" mar-

THE "UN-EASY’’CHAR

ft
/

3i:
3:

Complfieca 
LA1EX-FRE6 
VPHOLflERy

ONLY OWE
PO^fflON ON
NEEPLE x
ekchances’-

[MNDAW 
HIV

ANTI-GAY
BACKREST

• •

iNBwi

riage.
That these things take time is reality. To 

expect otherwise for the city is foolish.
We now have a window of opportunity. 

The city charter cannot be amended for 
another two years, at the next mayoral elec­
tion cycle. Gay swing voters gave Houston

Mayor Lee Brown his third term. In a city 
evenly divided by race, we have the voting 
clout to make politicians listen — and we 
don't have to shout. We just need to tell our 
story.

Now that your publication is, once 
again, finding its "voice," I hope that you

devote the necessary space for telling the 
local stories — and perhaps even tell them 
in Washington, Atlanta and New York.

Michael Craig 
Houston

The Mostly llnfabulous Social Life of Ethan Groen
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Anyway, Peter's message says to call 
him on his cell if you need to 

reach him immediately.

Eeth hangs up without leaving a 
message. Is it uncool to call a guy you 

barely know on his cell? Maybe Ethan's

Peter sounds nice on the message, 
though from the sound of it, he's got 

some kind of very loud pet.
Calling 

Him

So Ethan called 
this guy, Peter, 

to ask him out, but 
got his answering 
machine instead.
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Actually Peter is a vet, and the 

curator of large birds at the Atlanta 
zoo. At the moment he's on a mountian

top in Bolivia, trying to rescue an 
orphaned baby condor.

Jorge gave Me 
a Pars.

I’m in
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cett # to 
ask htH out?

Yeah. Leave a 
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"I just don't want him to be my 
teacher anymore."

Jacqueline Estrada, a Ft. Lauderdale 
middle school student interviewed by 

WSVN TV about the lewd conduct 
arrest of her teacher at a local gay bar^
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"Homosexuality is not redemp­
tive; it is addictive. By the very 
way in which they define them­
selves, the homosexuals are killing 
themselves, physically, morally, 
and spiritually."

Former presidential candidate Pat 
Buchanan, in his new book ''The 
Death of the West," published by 

published by Thomas Dunne Books, a 
division of St. Martin's

"What I learned is that kissing is to the 
Chelsea boys what Kryptonite is to 
Superman. It weakens them, shorts them 
out. As soon as they begin to feel any emo­
tion they implode; their muscles deflate, 
they lose their tans and move back to the 
Village."

The character "Ken," who leaves Barbie for 
G.I. Joe, in "I Think I Ken," a new play about 

gay night life by Jason Kordelos

"These allegations that [Leona 
Helmsley] has any bias against gays 
are absolutely untrue. ... I guess [he 
was fired because] he didn't impress 
Mrs. Helmsley."

Robert Costello, lawyer for Leona 
Helmsley, rejecting to a $5 million lawsuit by 

Michael Ward charging that the hotel matri­
arch fired him as catering director of 

Manhattan's Park Lane Hotel 
because he is gay

F" open Wed thru Sun 8p-2a 
Happy Hour from 8-10 

k$2 wells • $2 longnecks *$1,50 drafts
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FEBRUARY 9TH 

come celeunate 

LYNN'S 
BIRTHDAY BASH!

"For me as a political figure, it was in 
many ways the most important event in 
my political life. There aren't many peo­
ple who get to do what I did. ... Once in 
a generation an issue comes along where 
there can be no compromise. When you 
either have to figure out, do I stand up
for the principles I believe in, or am I simply keeping this seat warm?"

Vt. Gov. Howard Dean, a possible 2004 Democratic presidential contender, 
explaining to a gay audience in Philadelphia his decision to sign Vermont's civil 

unions law

"There would be anything from oral sex, anal sex, mutual masturbation; 
any conceivable combination.

An undercover Broward County, Fla., police detective, on lewd conduct arrests 
made at Chaps Lounge, a Ft. Lauderdale gay bar, as reported 

by WSVN TV on Jan. 17

"I stop traffic on the street because I 
look like Elizabeth Taylor. From that 
standpoint, God must be smiling."

Naomi Solomons, 59, bom David Solomons, 
who sued her former employer claiming she lost 

her job because of her sex. Solomons claims to 
have biologically changed from a man to a 

woman without surgery
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FOLLOWING: 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH with an all 4tan ca&t! 

LIP SYNCING DEDICATED TO LYNN!

morgan 
rockwell

PROPERTIES

SSfc
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Leona Helmsley
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PRECOR • LIFE FITNESS • CYBEX • NAUTILUS • HAMMERSTRENGTH • EXTENSIVE FREE 
o 
S' z CD

Tired of waiting for equipment? g
§ Tired of sign-up logs?

2T 5

LU
LU

Come experience what 

30,000 sq ft feels like

4040 Milam Mon-Fri 5am-10pm
713.524.9932 Sat-Sun 8am-8am

MW.

Valentine’s and Mardi Gras at

cmeteor
llrbaiiViiee । lounge

“SWAP MEAT”
Houston's Hottest Singles' Event 

Valentine's Day
Thursday. February 14th at 9pm

“MARDI GRAS 
MONTROSE”

Sunday, February 10th 
Drink specials, beads, 

doubloons & prizes 
Let the Good Times Roll!

3pm-9pm

■S.

PARAMOUNT PICTURES 
and ZOMBA FILMS invites you to the 

official movie release party for 
CROSSROADS 

starring

BRITNEY .SPEARS 
at METEOR Thurs. Feb. 7th.

Win t-shirts, CD singles 
and other free stuff!

Movie in theatres nationwide on Feb. 15!

3AISN31X3 • H19N3aiSU3WIAIVH • SmiLOVN • X39A0 • SS3N1I3 3311 • UOOSBd •
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QUEER AS FOLK
Own the British version 

that started it all....

Was $90 now only 84.951 Was $105 now only 89.951
(save $5) (save $15)

Queer As Folk

Bronze Package 
Series! &2

* Silver Package- 
Series 1 & 2 and the soundtrack

CD Soundtrack

QUEER AS FOLK
Series 2

jK • QUEER AS FOLK 
Series 1

u SeueS ' \

Gold Package 
Series 1 & 2, the soundtrack 

and a behind the scenes documentary 
Was $130. now only 99.951 

(save $30)

M« (inline al dlixtiMiiwia k at WIHIMIM
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BARTLETT
TREE EXPERTS

Rememberfij' 
Valentine's''

( Day! i 
Come and visit us today 
Hundreds of gift idqas 
to choose from, i 
Toys, clothes, leather, 
lingerie, mensw 
Something for 
everyone. /

Surprise yourii 
lover this year!

All Phases of Tree Care 
Residential and Commercial

1719 West 24th St. HoustoiL TX 77008

718-862-4777
Certified Arberhls;

James Deyle & Timothy Uach
\Guid6d by Tiza Twe. NS1

713j94i-6010
Open 7 days a week 

10 am to midnight! 
Minutes frpm downtown! 

ake l-45 'south to College 
Exit & go left 2 miles! 

to Spencer & Allen Genoa
-A> www.erosl207,com 1207 SpencerJn South Houston

You r iW^Bgie 
the

voice
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The DatfnO oash
speed daNn^oonoepb arrives hi uousbon Per lesbians
by KAY DAYUS

Are you a lesbian looking for a date but don't have time 
or the courage to go out and find one? Don't want to go to the 
bars to meet a new Ms. Right? Tired of watching the same old 
programs on TV every weekend?

Houston lesbians may have a chance to worry no more 
and spend no more Saturday nights alone. The answer to the 
lesbian dating game quandary may be within reach via 
"Lucky 7" speed dating.

Houston's first speed dating event for lesbians is sched­
uled next week at Meteor Lounge in the Montrose area, says 
Shirley Knight, producer for the non-profit Athena Art 
Project, creators of the Houston Women's Festival and the 
local dating event, dubbed "Lucky 7 Gal-Pal Social."

Speed dating offers a secure and fun venue where shy or 
busy lesbians can meet each other in a non-pressured envi­
ronment, according to Knight.

And speed dating is simple, she adds. The evening will 
begin with some icebreaking activities. Each participant will 
have a nametag with just their first name and a number for 
identification.

are confidential and only organizers will see them.
The game then progresses to the next person for another 

seven-minute conversation and so on until seven rounds of 
conversation have occurred. The dating game is scheduled to 
end at 8 p.m., when general socializing will again be the 
order of the evening.

Knight says anyone is invited to attend the after-event, so 
there's another chance to meet single lesbians. Registration 
and a fee are required to participate in the actual speed dat­
ing round.

Organizers collect the match cards to be tallied up later. 
Then they will inform the participants of possible matches 
and the women who took part can follow up as they wish.

"We did some research on speed dating and a lot of peo­
ple have successfully met, sometimes during the general 
socializing too," Knight notes.

Speed dating a la Meteor has some other good points, she adds.
"Before we start and after the structured activity is also a 

good time to circulate and get to know the other women. 
Most likely, if you're at a bar, you don't know if the person is 
single or not; at speed dating, you will," Knight advises.

Aish HaTorah, an international Jewish educational net-
After initial introductions, the dating game begins. Each 

participant will be asked to turn to the person on her right 
and strike up a conversation with that person for seven min­
utes. A list of possible questions is to be provided for the real­
ly tongue-tied in the group.

Each person has a match card and after the conversation 
they are required to circle "yes" or "no" to indicate whether 
or not they interacted well with that person and if they 
would like to meet her again. Knight stresses that the cards

work, originated the speed-dating concept in 1995 when 
group leaders were looking for ways for like-minded people 
to meet each other. After being featured on The Today Show 
and other television shows, speed dating spread nationally 
and internationally.

Organizers want to assure participants that they will not 
share their personal information without their permission, 
Knight notes.

The main idea of the evening, Knight says, is to have fun 
and "teach women how to date instead of nesting at home."

The beauty of it is that there is no commitment required, 
because participants will basically just be meeting people, 
according to Lucky 7 organizers. Another important point is 
that there's no overt rejection, they note.

Organizers hope to have 30-50 participants sign up for the 
event.

Dr. Joyce Gayles, author of The Dating Dance, will be at 
the event to sign copies of her book, which is about the intri­
cacies of the dating game, Knight notes.

Lucky 7 is produced by Gal Pals, a division of the 
Houston Women's Festival, and Knight says organizers plan 
to do more events for Houston lesbians.

"We want to do some dance parties about every quarter. 
We are looking at doing one in April at the Engine Room, 
downtown on Pease," she reveals.

No doubt fewer Houston women will be at home alone if Lucky 7 
and other dating events are as successful as organizers hope.

Lucky 7 Gal-Pal Social
$20 to register
6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 9
Club Meteor
2306 Genesse
713-861-3316
www.hwfestival.org/events.htm

Saturday, feb 2
The public is invited to an open house for 
the political group Progressive Voters in 
Action. The non-profit organization is 
recruiting volunteers and has a new office 
located in the Heights. The open house/vol- 
unteer welcome party will serve to honor 
volunteers for their prior work and wel­
come neighbors to find out what PVA's mis­
sion and goals are. 1-3 p.m. at 2626 White 
Oak Drive. To volunteer: 713-880-3631.

Sunday, feb 3
Society for the Performing Arts offers a 
glimpse of Korean history with SamulNori 
in "Tradition Meets the Present." SamulNori 
are the four musicians playing and dancing 
with four percussion instruments as part of 
the performance. Using ancient Korean 
percussion, the four simultaneously offer 
the audience racing rhythms with breath­
taking beats and high energy. Tickets: $26- 
35, box office: 713-227-4SPA. 7 p.m., 
Wortham Center's Cullen Theater. 
www.spahouston.org.

Grand Opera. The Composer Carlisle Floyd's 
moving piece, adaptation of John 
which originally Steinbeck's "Of Mice and 
premiered in 1970, Men" is now playing at 
comes to Houston the Houston Grand Opera, 
via music director
Patrick Summers and director Francesca 
Zambello. Floyd is known as one of the 
nation's greatest living composers, and the 
production brings a new touch to John 
Steinbeck's classic tale. Through Feb. 15. 
Tickets: $18-225. Houston Grand Opera, 
Wortham Center's Brown Theater. 713-546- 
0200. www.houstongrandopera.org.

ongoing 
Opening Feb. 1, a 
new co-production 
of Carlisle Floyd's 
"Of Mice and 
Men" takes the 
stage at Houston

upcoming
Bering Memorial United Methodist 
Church will host a weekend retreat for 
couples from Feb. 8-10. "Intimacy and 
Ecstasy," led by Chris Glaser, will examine 
issues such as how to get close and yet 
respect personal boundaries, how to 
blend spirituality and sexuality and what 
Christian spiritual life can teach about 
intimacy and ecstasy. The event is 6-9 
p.m. Friday with dinner and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday with snacks and lunch. On 
Sunday, Glaser will preach at the 8:30 
and 10:50 a.m. Bering services, and lunch 

' will be served after the 10:50 service.
Cost: $45, which includes Sunday lunch. 
To register: Rev. Stacy Pever, 713-526- 
1017, or stacyp@clearsail.net.
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Grand 
Opening!

We offer you the BEST 
sushi & service. 

Come give us a try!

515 Westheimer 
Suite E. 

Houston, TX 77006 
■713-533-9098-

hristy 9s) Donuts
Yummy

Valentine Deal/
Heart 

Shaped 
Donuts! 
expires 2/14/02

1103 W. Gray @ Montrose

713.524.4005 / 713.524.4880 Fax
Monday-Saturday, open at Sam • Sunday, open at 6am

We’re net as HARD
as you think are.

.V’-

yP r

"Fierceness" is 
always welcome

Be who you 
want to be Feb. 17

proven experience in
incentives.
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"The Best Dramatic Bonbon Of the Season!"
-Houston Press

"Engaging, Entertaining...A Winning Production"
-Houston Voice

"...Fun and fine entertainment. Rating A"

TUFATOF NFW WEST

-lexns Triangle

4

PRESENTS
HELD OVER
THROUGH

FEBRUARY 23 , /il

.vPAUL RUDNICK
DIRECTED BY JOE WATTS

ONE HILARIOUS NEW COMEDY 
FEATURING: BELINDA BAB I NEC, TANYA BRYAN, MARY HOOFER, 

TAAVI MARK AND MICK PETERSEN

ADAM & STEVE 
JANE & MABEL

2
COUPLES

ONE CARDEN OF EDEN

FOR MATURE AUDIENCES - CONTAINS NUDITY 
FRiPAYS& SATURPAYS THRU FEBRUARY 1CURTAIH: 8PM

1415 California Street, Houston Texas 77006 

Reservations call: 713-394-0464

Research on the long-term effects of the drug ECSTASY
The University of Texas Houston Health Science Center is seeking 
volunteers age 15 to 30 who use the drug ecstasy to take part in a 
research study on the effects of ecstasy on memory and brain function. 
Taking part will involve answering questions about your mood, taking 
some computer tests, and some tests of brain function. Volunteers who 
do no use ecstasy are also needed for studies on mood and attention. 
Payment is available for your time. CONFIDENTIALITY IS ASSURED.

Please call 713.500.2840 for more info.

on stage
THEATER REVIEW

‘Laramie Project a gem
Powerful production 
brings message of hope 
out of horrible Shepard 
tragedy
by GEORGE JONTE

Over the years, there have been inci­
dents of inexplicable violence that have 
affected gay men and lesbians globally. But 
one of the incidents that hits so very close to 
home is the brutal murder of a young gay 
college student in the remote town of 
Laramie, Wyo. Of course, you know of 
whom I write - Matthew Shepard.

Moises Kaufman and members of the 
Tectonic Theatre Project have given us such 
wrenching dramas as "Gross Indecency" 
and "The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde." 
Now, out of the events surrounding 
Shepard's murder, Kaufman and his theater 
troupe have fashioned an exciting piece 
called "The Laramie Project."

The structure of this piece is docudrama. 
Shepard's character is absent, except in 
spirit. The play centers around the people 
in Laramie and their reaction to this 
heinous crime. Kaufman and his troupe 
traveled to Laramie in 1998 to interview the 
different townspeople. Throughout the next 
two years, they made numerous visits back 
there.

The task they faced was how to make a 
theater piece out of thousands of conversa­
tions - actually, fragments of those conver­
sations. A particular challenge was how to 
present the story without it being abysmal­
ly boring. The answer comes clear within 
the first minutes of viewing this drama 
being given its regional premiere at Stages 
Repertory Theatre.

First you have the incredible writing of 
Moises Kaufman and then you have the 
ingenuity and vision of Stages' Artistic 
Director Rob Bundy and a strong company 
of eight actors who blow life into one of the 
most uplifting pieces of theater now show­
ing on Houstori stages.

The uncanny timeliness of this play is 
worth mentioning too. It points out, once 
again, the endless number of lives that are 
touched when man's inhumanity to his fel­
low man gets totally out of control. There 
are ironies in the events surrounding the 
murder as well. A doctor, while treating 
Shepard, also treats one of his perpetrators 
for cuts (supposedly received in a fight) in a 
room down the hall in the same hospital.

Then there is the "live and let live" atti­
tude of most of Laramie's citizens, yet some 
misguided values in some youths' upbring­
ing have brought about a crime which 
shocks and dismays a sleepy little western 
town that had been just another dot on the 
map. Then there is the handful of gay and 
lesbian residents in Laramie, who live there 
seemingly without incident and without 
anyone knowing their orientation.

Co-produced with Unhinged 
Productions, the play moves at a steady 
pace with beautiful nuances as the actors 
weave through 68 different characters. 
Director Bundy has often opted for subtle 
underplay and it works beautifully in 
Stages' thrust theatre.

The play never gets "over the top" or 
maudlin but becomes a totally engrossing 
piece that draws the audience in and makes 
us all citizens of Laramie as well. Moving at 
a steady pace, the production is further 
enhanced with an open set and moveable 
set pieces, mood lighting designed by Kirk 
Markley and video projections and accom­
panying sound designed by Tim Thompson 
and Bill Brauer.

The company, all accomplished Hous^ 
actors, consists of Connie Cooper, Kelli 
Cousins, Rutherford Cravens, Kara 
Greenberg, Ann C. James, Daniel Magill, 
Drake Simpson and Corby Sullivan. They 
work together like a well-oiled piece of 
machinery, never letting the action drop for 
a moment save for intended dramatic 
pause. It is a strong ensemble, to be sure.

Houston in general and gay men and 
lesbians specifically owe Rob Bundy, Chris 
Jimmerson (Unhinged Productions) and 
their respective theater companies a debt of 
gratitude for bringing this piece the Bayou 
City. It is theater with a message that needs 
to be heard by everyone, straight or gay.

The wonderful thing about this piece is 
that it isn't just Matthew Shepard - it's 
James Byrd, Harvey Milk, Paul Broussard; 
it's an unknown transsexual gunned down 
in East Houston, it's a man in drag gunned 
down on Glenmont Street. The wM 
encompasses the overwhelming emotion^ 
so many tragedies.

Most Americans take this country's free­
doms for granted and then are caught short 
sighted when something like this happens. 
I am reminded of what Nobel prize-win­
ning author Elie Wiesel wrote in response to 
The Holocaust: "Let us never be that naive 
again."

Unfortunately, Houstonians only have 
about 10 days left to see this play. It is a 
powerful piece of theater - a true testament 
to the stage's ability to help heal and the 
wonderful message of hope that "The 
Laramie Project" brings to us all.

"The Laramie Project"
Through Feb. 10
7:30 p.m.-Wednesdays & Thursdays
8 p.m. Fridays & Saturdays, 3 p.m. 

Sundays
Tickets: $19-23, preview perform­

ances; $32-42, regular perform­
ances

Stages Repertory Theatre
3201 Allen Parkway
713-527-0123
www.stagestheatre.com
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out in sports

Softball league recruits
Gay Houstonians 
welcome to sign up 
at Montrose Softball 
League's annual event

by PENNY WEAVER

izers try to provide every person inter­
ested in joining with a place on a new 
or existing team.

"Each year we have enough new 
members to form two to three new 
teams," he noted.

Lunch is provided by the league on 
Recruitment Day, which also includes 
afternoon softball games for those who

Spring may not quite be in the air, 
but it's close enough for gay 
Houstonians to get ready to step out 
onto the softball fields.

Montrose Softball League will 
r^^up for a new season and welcome 
n^^members at Recruitment Day 2002 
on Feb. 10 at the Memorial Park 
Softball

year for the group, which is made up 
primarily of gay men and lesbians.

MSL is a nonprofit organization, and 
league funding is generated via player 
and sponsorship dues. According to 
organizers, MSL designates a local 
charity to support each year, and that 
group receives a percentage of funds 
raised through various events.

The season runs through June, with

attend.
The Montrose Softball League is a 

member of the North American Gay 
Amateur Athletic Alliance, and local 
teams winning their respective divi­
sions (B, C, and D) will earn the right 
to represent both the league and the 
City of Houston at the Gay Softball 
World Series, which takes place every 

year in 
August.

The

league's 
spring 

season 
actually 

begins Sunday, 
April 7, at a new

site this year. The 
MSL Board has 

announced that this 
year's games will be 

held at the Houston
Sportsplex facility, located 

in southwest Houston near 
the intersection of South Post 

Oak and Highway 90 on South 
Main Street.

According to league organizers, 
the Sportsplex facility's overall bid 

was the lowest while offering the 
league and fans the best amenities to 
date. At the Sportsplex, MSL hopes to 
offer league members more games in a 
shorter period of time while allowing 
space to expand membership through 
additional teams.

Games will be played on four new 
fields, currently under construction, 
which circle a two-story clubhouse and 
snack bar with covered seating.

. ■

Fields 4 
and 5, 
noted 
Sam

Willson, 
chair for 
the event.

"We have 
all levels of
play and we 
encourage even a 
new player to the 
game of softball to 
join our league," 
Willson said.
^thrmed in 1979 as one 

o^^veral sports organiza­
tions under the umbrella of 
the Montrose Sports 
Association, MSL became an 
independent organization and 
renamed itself in 1983. This is the 22nd

♦

Wk

v

games on Sunday, usually between 10 
atfkand 3 p.m., Willson said. Each 

plays 14-16 games per season. The 
annual MSL awards banquet is held in 
August.

At Recruitment Day, according to 
Willson, new members receive a packet 
With information about and gifts from 
the MSL. Those interested also can 
meet other league members and go 
through a practice session with coaches 
so that various managers can see who 
fits on which teams.

According to Willson, league organ-

Montrose Softball League
Recruitment Day 2002
Dues: $50 annually
Sunday, Feb. 10
Memorial Park
Softball Fields 4 and 5

www.montrosesoftballleague.com

MONTROSE SOFTBALL LEAGUE

Invites you to
Recruitment Day 

2002
Sunday, February 10th 
10am until 3am
Memorial Park Fields 4 & 5

Softball • Prizes • Food

Come play softball, receive information, meet 
various members, and join the Montrose Softball 

League for an experience of a lifetime!!

Beginner • Intermediate • Advanced Levels

Call 713-867-3913 or visit our website 
www.montrosesoftballleague.com for more 

information

just south of Memorial Drive

* Rain out day will be held Sunday, February 17th

■

i 713 880-9191
1501 DURHAM

Mon-Fri 6am-10pm 
Sat 8am-8pm • Sun 8am-6pm

■ ■
■ ■■■•• • •....................................

1

$3
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eating out
RESTAURANT REVIEW

Cuban cuisine blossoms
El Sabor serves up a 
menu full of tasty dishes 
at reasonable prices

by KATHREEN LEE

Many people who have never experi­
enced Cuban cuisine assume a similarity 
to Mexican food. While both share com­
mon spices and techniques due to the 
Spanish influence, Cuban recipes also 
include a more complex blend of French, 
African, Arabic and Portugese cultures 
with a flair of Caribbean thrown in for 
good measure.

El Sabor, literally "The Flavor," offers 
its patrons authentic Cuban and Latin 
American food that harmoniously blends 
the various flavors of its many past 
influences to create the essence of Cuban 
cuisine.

Cuban cooking relies very little on 
heavy or creamy sauces, cheese, or any­
thing deep-fried. Rather, the basis for 
many Cuban dishes is a sofrito — a mix 
of green pepper, garlic, oregano, onion 
and ground pepper sauteed in olive oil. 
As flavoring, the sofrito is often used in 
the preparation of many meat dishes, 
black beans, stews and tomato-based 
sauces.

For instance, the Ropa Vieja ($5.95) 
offers shredded beef seasoned using the 
sofrito and served over a bed of rice. The 
tender strings of beef, with its increased 
surface to volume ratio, soak up the 
sharp marinade and each bite oozes with 
its tangy seasoning. Ropa Vieja, literally 
"Old Clothes," is named such in a 
humorous reference to the shredded 
flank served in the dish.

Cuban cooking also commonly pre­
pares meat by marinating in lime juice or 
sometimes even orange juice and roast­
ing over a low heat. The citrus marinade 
combined with the gradual roast over a 
low flame tenderizes the meat until it is 
practically sliding off the bone. The 
Puerco Asado ($5.95) is prepared in such 
a fashion. The acidic marinade not only 
tenderizes the meat, but also brings out 
the natural flavor of the roasted pork, 
and therefore no additional seasoning 
such as the sofrito is necessary.

All of El Saber's entrees are served 
with fried plantains or yuca. A root veg­
etable, the yuca is flavored with a mari­
nade, called mojo, which includes lemon 
juice, olive oil, sliced raw onions, garlic, 
cumin and little water. The dense root 
surprisingly absorbed the marinade well 
and transforms the normally flavorless 
yuca into a tangy appetizer.

While fried foods are few in Cuban 
cuisine, the Croquetas ($2), normally 
served as appetizers, are lightly breaded 
and fried finger rolls stuffed with creamy 

smoked ham. Perfect for snacking, the 
croquetas are a favorite not only in 
Cuban restaurants, but can also as a 
tapas in Spanish establishments.

If you're not in the mood for anything 
heavy or meaty, then El Sabor also offers 
a simple black beans and rice dish named 
Moros Y Christianos (Moors and 
Christians), a reference to the invasion of 
Spain by the Moors in 711 A.D. With no 
added seasoning or stock items, the 
Moros Y Christianos is a perfect dish for 
anyone in the mood for a Spartan meal.

Of course no Cuban establishment can 
pass muster until its Cuban Sandwiches 
($2.95) have been carefully scrutinized^ 
Somewhat similar to a Philly cheesei^F 
teak, the Cuban sandwich offers slices of 
ham, roasted pork and Swiss cheese hot 
pressed between slices of sweetened egg 
bread. The tender and well-marinated 
slices of ham and pork, combined with 
the warm melted cheese, offer the perfect 
lunch fare for any hungry diner.

While a little difficult to find within 
the criss-crossed streets of Pasadena, El 
Sabor attracts its patrons to its little hole- 
in-the-wall with the promise of low 
prices and authentic Cuban cuisine.

El
Sabor? •

Authentic Cuban 
and Latin 

American Food?

El Sabor 
2806 Southmore 
Pasadena, TX 77505 
713-534-0177

Food:f©|W|Wni

Service: Wl WI Wl tG

Value: Wl Wl Wl Wl

Scene: t® i tei i® i

!® Opt for bread, water at home

!®!1®I OK, if you really must

1®lt®l1®l Fine for most

1®l!®ll®l!®l Worth the drive, so live a little

T®l T®l T®f T®l T®f As good as it gets
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Monday
Industry Night: Actors, Models & Waiters of 
All Sorts! $3.75 Foxmopolitans & bar nibbles.

Tuesday
Beer as Folk

$1.50 domestic beer at the bar.

Wednesday
Acoustic Blues with Mr. I. J. Golsey & a walk on 
the wild side with our Electric Slide Lemonade.

Thursday
Student Night Out featuring $1.50 domestic beer 
at the bar, discounted fried chicken dinner 
with student ID.

Friday & Saturday
The traditional fun & fabulous food you expect 
from the Fox.

Sunday-Our Double Header!
One: Houston's only traditional gospel brunch 
with Diunna Greenleaf from 11 AM to 3 PM.

Two: Swing with Jerry's Kids, 6:30 to 8:30pm. 
The Jerry Vann Ensemble will be playing. 
Come & indulge in our drink specials & 
the unique Carolina Gumbo in addition to 
the regular Fox Menu.

Join us at the bar anytime for $2.50/glass 
house wine with each appetizer!

2815 S. Shepherd • 713.523.5FOX

parent company to:
Houston Voice - Texas
Southern Voice - Southeast 
Washington Blade - Washington D.C. 
New York Blade News - New York 
Eclipse Magazine - South

is seeking dynamic Sales Leaders to join our growing company. 
If you have a proven track record, and are results driven, we 
can give you the biggest sales area in the country. We offer 
competetive salaries as well as benefits. We are an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

Please send all resumes

Attn: Peter Jackson-Director of Sales
c/o New York Blade News
242 W. 30th St. 4th floor. • New York, NY 10001
fax 212-268-2069 • E-mail: pjackson@window-media.com

Love

Inner Peace Career
Call For An Appointment

713-527-0000

com

713-527-0000

1006 Missouri St

Psychotherapist 
Counseling 

Consultation

When you're ready f 
greater success with

Tony Carroll,
LMSW-ACP

Serving Houston^ Cray and Lesbian 
Community Since 1983

Tony Carroll, lmsw-acp
Psychotherapy, Workshops for Individuals and Couples

Relationships 
x „ . Sex x Happiness

rthaustmi
' ■ :■ ::Z X.

www.HoustonTherapist.com

Houston, TX 77006
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HISTORY

>rth Carolina

ON YOUR 
NEXT VISIT 

TO 
HOUSTON 

Stay with us! 
Montrose Inn 
A 7-ROOM ALL-GAY B&B 

We're right IN the neighborhood. 
And priced right! 

Queen bed, cable TV, 
phone. Walk to *15 gay bars. 

408 AVONDALE 
800-357-1228 
713-520-0206 

montroseinn.com

community 
calendar
Saturday, feb 2
Rummage-A-Rama. Sale hosted first 
Saturday of each month to benefit AIDS 
Housing Coalition Houston. 202 Tuam Ave. 
713-521-1613.

every Saturday
All-Spanish Worship Service/Culto en 
espanol. 6 p.m. Resurrection Metropolitan 
Community Church, 2026 W. 11th. 
713-303-9403 or 713-861-9149.
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. 
713-526-5738.
Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 
713-880-2872.
Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 a.m. 
281-437-0636.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. Call for 
ride locations. 713-863-1860.
Houston Outdoor Group. Memorial Park 
walk. 9:30 a.m., meet in front of tennis cen­
ter. Jimmy, 713-864-7299.
Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 
713-453-7406.
Q-Patrol walks the streets 9:30 p.m. 
Convenes at community center. 
713-528-SAFE. E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 
a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 713-528-6665.
Houston Gay 8( Lesbian Community Center.
Drop-in noon-4 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818.

Sunday, feb 3
PFLAG-Houston. Meeting, 2 p.m. 713-867-9020. 
www.pflaghouston.org/meetings.html.

every Sunday
Anarchist Black Cross Federation/Anarchist
Reading Group. 1 p.m. 
wyvw.houstonabc.org. 713-595-2103
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church.
Services at 8:30 & 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 
9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 
p.m. Sunday School for children 10 a.m. 
713-880-9235 or www.communitygospel.org.
Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal
Baptist. Service 9:30 a.m. & education hour 
11 a.m. 713-668-8830.
First Congregational Church (Memorial).
Service at 10 a.m. Christian Education, 11:30 
p.m. 713-468-9543 or fcc-houston.org.
First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services 
at 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. Brunch available, 10:30 
a.m. Panel discussion, 1:30 p.m. 713-526- 
5200. church@firstuu.org.
Gay Catholics of St. Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m. 
worship service. Dinner and social, alex- 
cam@wt.net. 713-623-0930.
Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all 
ages 9 a.m. Service 10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.
Houston Mission Church. Service 10:30 a m 
713-529-8225.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m to noon.
Memorial Park at the Tennis Center.
houstontennisclb@aol.com
Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church.
Service, 6:30 p.m. 713-528-6756.

Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women. 
713-869-1686.
Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 and 11 a.m.
Adult Sunday School, 10 a.m. Youth Sunday 
School, 11:15 a.m. Handbell Choir rehearsal, 
1:30 p.m. 713-861-9149.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy 
Eucharist, Rite I, 7:45 a.m.; Holy Eucharist, 
Rite II, 8:55 a.m.; Education hour, 10 a.m.; 
Choral Eucharist, 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.
The Women's Group. Meeting and discus­
sion. 10:45 a.m. 713-529-8571.
Thoreau Unitarian Universalist
Congregation. Adult discussion, 9:45 a.m.
Service, 11 a.m. 281-277-8882. 
www.tuuc.org.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 
502 Church St. Service, 10:30 a.m. 
409-765-8330.
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult 
forum, 10 a.m. Service, 11 a.m.
713-686-5876.
Houston Gay 8< Lesbian Community Center.
Drop-in 2- 5 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818.

monday, feb 4

every monday
AIDS Mastery. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling 
Center. 713-529-0037.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people 
with HIV. 713-830-3000.
gayDAR. Wellness Community. Support 
Group. 7 p.m. 713-526-1017, Ext. 211.
Gay Fathers/Fathers First. Support group. 
8-9:30 p.m. Grace Lutheran Church. Tom, 
713-726-8736. www.geocities.com/ 
gaydadshouston/
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open 
rehearsals, 7 p.m. 713-521-7464.
Grief 8< Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m.
Bering. 713-526-1017, ext. 208.
HIV testing. STD exams and treatment. Free.
AVES. 1-6:15 p.m. 713-626-2837.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park 
at the Tennis Center. 713-692-2703.
Kolbe Project. Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 
713-861-1800.
Lesbian & Gay Voices Radio Show. 8-10 p.m.
KPFT 90.1. 713-529-1223.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry.
Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 936-441-1614.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center.
Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818.

tuesday, feb 5
Lesbian Health Initiative of Houston, Inc.
Monthly meeting, 7 p.m., 404 Westheimer. 
713-603-0023, or e-mail: 
LHlhoustonOO@aol.com.

every tuesday
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch
Gang, 11 a.m. 713-526-1017.
CPR Classes. 3 p.m. 713-607-7700.
For Mature Audiences Only. Support group.
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7 p.m. Bering Memorial UMC. 713-526-1017. 
Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m. to 
midnight. Club Houston. 713-830-3000.
Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m. 3316 Mt.
Vernon. 713-526-8390.
Gay youth. New program for young gay 
males, ages 18-29. 7 p.m. 614 Avondale. 
713-533-9786.
Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support 
group. 7 p.m 713-524-0439.
Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experi­
ence necessary. Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland 
YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.
HTGA. Support group. 7 p.m. 713-520-0439. 
Men's Network. Discussion group for social, 
educational development of gay and bisexu­
al men. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 
713-529-0037.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry.
Open 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 281-633-2555.
Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons. 
Brazos River Bottom. Two-hour free dance 
workshops. No partner needed. Beginner. 2 
Step, Waltz, Shuffle & Swing. Drop in any­
time. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.
Houston Lesbian 8< Gay Community Center. 
Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818.

Wednesday, feb 6
Bering Omega Care Center. Monthly lecture 
series on HIV-related topics. This month: "TB 
and HIV: Fears, Facts and Fallacies," 6 p.m. 
Reservations required. 713-520-7070, ext. 141. 
Classic Chassis Car Club. Monthly meeting, 7 
p.m. World Cafe, 1340 West Gray. 
713-797-8615. www.classicchassiscarclub.org.

every Wednesday
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. 
Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Various support groups, 7 
p.m. 713-526-1017.
Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's 
Episcopal. 713-526-6665.
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 
a.m.-l p.m. 2015 Thomas St. 713-793-4026. 
Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 1307 
Yale. 713-527-0931. vwvw.houstonpride- 
band.org.
Houston Tennis Club. 7:30-9 p.m. Memorial 
Park at the Tennis Center, houstontennis- 
clb@aol.com
Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m.
Meets every other Wednesday. 
713-383-6738.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry. 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. 936-441-1614.
Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Bible Study 
7:30 p.m. Resurrection MCC. 713-861-9149. 
Women's Network. Montrose Counseling 
Center discussion group for social, educa­
tional development of gay and bisexual 
women. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center. 
713-529-0037.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. 
Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • Free HIV testing, counsel­
ing, 6- 9 p.m. • Houston Committee for 
People's Radio, 6:30 p.m. • Bi-Net Houston, 
,7:30 p.m. • 713-524-3818.

thursday, feb 7
Gay/Lesbian Jewish Study Group. Meets the 
first Thursday of the month. 7:30-9 p.m. at 
Congregation Beth Israel, 5600 North 
Braeswood Blvd. Alan: 713-523-3673 or 
Rabbi Glickman: 713-771-6221.
Gulf Coast Transgender Committee.
Meeting. 713-780-4282.

every thursday
Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m.

713-880-9235. www.communitygospei.org . 
Free HIV Testing. By the Montrose Clinic. 8 
p.m. to midnight. Toyz Disco. 713-830-3000.
Freelance Art Classes. By Kermit Eisenhut for 
HIV+ individuals. 1-4 p.m. Lunch provided. 
713-523-9530.
FrontRunners. Running club. 6:30 p.m. 
713-522-8021.
Hep C Recovery. Support group. 6:30 p.m. 
Bering. 713-526-1017, Ext. 211.
HIV Art Therapy Program. 1-4 p.m. Kermit 
Eisenhut. 713-523-9530.
Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experi­
ence necessary. Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland 
YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.
Lambda Skating Club. 8 p.m. Tradewinds.
Skating Rink, www.lambdaroll.org. 
713-410-7215.
Northwoods AIDS Coalition Food Pantry. 10 
a.m. -6 p.m. 281-633-2555.
Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons. 
Two hours free line dance instruction. No 
partner required. Drop in anytime. Brazos 
River Bottom. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.
STD exams & treatment. Free. AVES. 
713-626-2837.
Spanish Charla Conversation Group. Empire 
Cafe, 7 p.m. Email charlahouston@msn.com. 
713-416-7203.
Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 
713-830-3000.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. 
Drop in 6-9 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818.

friday, feb. 8

every Friday
Freelance Art Classes. By Kermit Eisenhut for 
HIV+ individuals. 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Light breakfast provided. 713-523-9530.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people 
with HIV. 713-830-3000.
Govinda Yoga Club. Free yoga classes at 
3115 West Loop South, No. 21.
713-439-0455.
Houston Area Teen Coalition of
Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) Meeting. 
713-942-7002.
Houston Tennis Club. 7:30-9 p.m. Memorial 
Park at the Tennis Center. 
houstontennisclb@aol.com
Kolbe Project. Morning prayer, 10 a.m. 
713-861-1800.
Lesbian & Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM. 7 p.m. 
713-526-5738.
Q-Patrol. Walks the streets. 9:30 p.m. 
713-528-SAFE.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. 
Drop-in 6-9 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818.

volunteer/self-help
Gay & Lesbian Help line. For gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, transgender and questioning 
youth. Staffed by volunteers of all ages. 6-11 
p.m. Monday-Friday, 5-10 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. 888-340-GLBT.
Peer Listening Line. Youth only. Staffed by 
GLBT youth for gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans­
gender and questioning youth. 5-10 p.m. 
Monday-Friday. 800-399-PEER.
Volunteers needed. Trauma volunteers 
needed at Memorial Hermann Hospital to 
comfort and support family members in the 
emergency and trauma departments. 
866-666-6772.

To list an event, call 713-529-8490, fax at 
713-529-9531, or e-mail editor@houston- 
voice.com. Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m.

atlanta
404.S76.0789

>. .. .

new Orleans
504.821.9041

texas
713.529.8490

■ ■$ i

Guest Speaker

February 3rd

February 10th

Please join us for Praise & Worship 
We would love to have you visit us.

Church Service begins at 10am and 
nursery is available for small children. 
Mid-week “Home Group" services on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays

For more info... 
713-528-6756 or email 
maranatha@evl.net

Maranatha Fellowship MCC
Maranatha Fellowship MCC is on the Move!

Please Join Us For Sunday Morning Service And Experience 
The Love That Maranatha Fellowship MCC Has To Offer!

Sunday Morning Services At Our New Location & Time:
3333 Fannin, Suite 106, at 10AM
For more information, call the church office 713.528.6756

The Covenant of Grace in the Old Testament” Rev. Janet Parker

Maranatha
Fellowship

Metropolitan
Community Church 't

“Building Community Through Compassion''
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Houston
classifieds

Houston Classifieds deadline is Monday at noon

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NIBL 2002
NIGHT IN BLACK LEATHER • March 

2, 2002 • Rich's • 7pm

DAY SHELTER
Needs new or used clothing and 
shoes in good condition • Contact 
Etalia or Ruth at 713-528-5667

FLU SHOTS 
MOriTROSE CLINIC

$20 • Walk-in • Monday-Thursday 
9am to 8pm • Friday 9am to 6pm • 
215 Westheimer • 713-830-3000

MR PRIME CHOICE
We are looking for "PrimeChoice" 
vest of our former and deceased 
winners. Vests are to be placed in 
the archives. If you have one or 
know where any of the vests are, 
please call Don Gill at 
713-521-0911 

 

EMPLOYMENT

SOHOMA IS 
REOPENING BY

POPULAR DEMAND
Now hiring all positions • Apply in 

person *1415 California • Mon-Fri

• 1-4 pm.

Retail Optical position available • 

Willowbrook Area • Optical pre­

ferred but willing to train • FT • PT

• Management • 281-469-2038

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/ 
LOBBYIST

The Lesbian Gay Rights Lobby of 
Texas seeks an Executive 
Director/Lobbyist to coordinate 
Texas's LGBT lobbying efforts and 
manage our statewide organiza­
tion. Candidate should have 
demonstrated skills in grassroots 
organizing; previous lobbying 
experience preferred, or equiva­
lent experience in government 
relations or government affairs; 
experience managing a non-profit 
organization or other equivalent 
business a plus; excellent written, 
verbal, public communications 
required, media relations experi­
ence desired. Bachelor's degree 
required, with a masters degree 
preferred. Competitive compensa­
tion package including domestic 
partner benefits. Mail cover letter, 
resume & salary requirements by 
March 15 to: LGRL, ED Search, 
POBox 2340, Austin, TX 78768 or 
email edsearch@lgrl.org. For info 

call 512-474-6218

MEDICAL BILLIHG
SPECIALIST

Experience in Medicaid and 

Medicare required • Fax resume to 

Clinical Director @ 713-880-3023.

STAGES THEATRE
PART-TIME

Ticket Box Office • Flexible hours • 

Some nights/weekends • Fax 

resume to 713-527-8669 • Attn: 

Marketing Director

SOUTH BEACH JR'S
MINE

800 PACIFIC AVE
Taking applications for all positions
• High Volume • Gay night club • 
Group health insurance offered • 
Apply in person Wednesday thru 
Friday • 1 to 4 pm. Recent photo is 
required.

MONTROSE CLINIC
FULL TIME-EOE

Seeking individual to Supervise 6 

member team of health educators

• knowledge of HIV/STDS • Must 

be familiar with GLBT community • 

Fax resume to 713-830-3023. 

www.montroseclinic.org

FREE EMPLOYMENT
ASSISTANCE

Offering free employment assis­

tance to HIV+ individuals. 

Including job preparedness, train­

ing, resume development, and job 

searching assistance. For more info 

call 713-981-1543

LOVETT INN
Houston's Premier gay owned and 
operated lodging facility is now 
accepting applications for full 
and/or part time housekeeper • 
Evenings and weekends required • 
Call 713-528-6433 11 am to 4pm for 
more info or fax resume ( with 
photo) to 713-528-6708 or send to 

Lovettlnn@aol.c om  

Earn what you are worth • 
Experienced grant research and 
development agent needed to tar­
get private foundation funding • 
AIDS Housing • % commissional 
position • 713-521-1613.

FOR SALE/RENT
Small 1b apartment on Heights 
Blvd. • No pets • Available immedi­
ately • New carpet and paint • 
water-paid • $500/mo. • 713-862- 
1900

FABULOUS
Glamorous • Prestigious • Those 
are just a few of the words that 
describe THE premier address in 
Montrose • Come experience your 
stunning new community today • 
Up to one month free! AMLI Town 
Square • 713-522-4111
www.amil.com

Montrose/St.Thomas • 1/1 condo • 
Hardwoods • Parking garage • 
W/D • Alarm • Pool & spa • Patio • 
No pets • Available 4/1 •$1150/mo. 
+ deposit • Owner/Agent • 713-
520- 7372__________________________

WESTBURY GARDENS
2/1.5 townhouse • Upgraded 
Kitchen • Balcony • Hardwoods • 
1206 SF • $57,000.

2/1 Upstairs flat • Upgraded appli­
ances • Ceramic tile Kitchen coun­
ters • 868 SF • $40,000

2/1 flat • New Kitchen floor and 
appliances • 844 SF • $33,000

1/1 Upstairs flat • New hardwoods 
& Kitchen ceramic tile floor • 
$33,000 sale or $610/mo rental

Lyn Robertson • 713-729-9316

1/1 CONDO
Woodland Heights • All new appli­
ances including: Central AC/Heat • 
W/D in unit • Frig w/icemaker • 
Dishwasher • Range/Micro • New 
carpet • Fireplace • Cable paid • 
Gated access • Covered parking • 
Patio & Pool • Nonsmoker • Nice 
unit • Award winning community • 
Great location • Easy access to 
Downtown • $675/mo • 1 month 
security deposit • 1 year lease • 

713-507-3753 __________ __________

MIDTOWNE 
MUSEUM AREA

1700 sf • Prairie style duplex • 10 ft 
ceilings 3/1 1.5 • Carpet • 
Hardwoods • W/D • No pets • 
$1000/mo • 713-526-8634.

Heights updated 2/1 • All appli­
ances included • $1075/mo. + 
deposit • 713-868-6154.'

RIVER OAKS
DRAMATIC 1/1 • San Felipe & Kirby

• Floor to ceiling windows • Small 

complex • $750 • 2415 Mimosa • 

281-580-2762.

MONTROSE 
COTTAGES

1/1 Garden Cottage • $300 and up
• Reserved for People Living with 
AIDS • 90 day MAX • Phone, fur­
nished,AC • Maid paid • No deposit
• Sliding scale fee • No drugs or 
Alcohol on property • AIDS 
Housing Coalition AHCH • 713-
521- 1613

ACROSS DOWN
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Ol Puzzle

“AMAZONS IN THE DRAWING ROOM”

1 Feature of Liberace's teeth
5 Harold's facial marks in "The Boys in the Band"

10 Stein fillers

14 Look up a man's dress, e.g.
15 Amendment (weak hate-crimes bill)

16 Ready for plucking

17 off (repel)
18 It arouses something that sticks out from your body

19 Of great proportions

20 Lesbian painter and "wife" of 60-Across

23 Pre-Eppie Beatle Sutcliffe

24 Chemical suffix

25 " De-Lovely

26 One with a gifted tongue

28 T. Lardbottom of "Kudzu"

30 "A League of Their "

33 Detergent target

34 Abbreviated attention

36 Top (fashionable)

38 Put the top on the cake

39 Lesbian painter of portraits

43 Note to Tammy Baldwin's staff

44 Mountain top

45 Willa Gather's pair
46 Group that won't pose for nude photos

48 "The One I Love" band

50 Embroidered mat

54 Word after empty

56 Poem of Sappho
58 Response to Jesse Helms

59 " Pinafore"
60 Lesbian painter of animals

64 "Jeffrey" won one
66 Log structure for some Republicans

67 The Phantom of the Opera's name

68 Signs of "The Lion King"?

69 Went down on a body part

70 Maya Angelou's "Still I Rise"

71 Sea eagles
72 She beat Navratilova in the '91 US Open finals

73 Jethrene Bodine portrayer Max

1 Kurt once of Nirvana

2 Jack Nichols' "Gay : Talking Back to 

Fundamentalists"

3 Earhart transportation

4 good example

5 "Thou not covet thy neighbor's...ass"

6 Opera tenor Enrico

7 Molecule component

8 Fey Dudley Do-Right's org.

9 Plumed military hat

10 "We everywhere" ('70s slogan)

11 Type of lesbian

12 Top examples

13 Tied to the chair, e.g.

21 "To Mockingbird"

22 Work unit found in "Sergei"

27 Like a melody, to Bernstein

29 Not more than

31 " there's a will..."

32 Snatch

35 Summons (abbr.)

37 Threesome in "Roma"

39 Harlan Greene's "What the Dead "

40 It's left out

41 Neither companion

42 From days of yore

43 Chicago gay bar

47 Cukor's "A Life of Own"

49 Disney's "The Gnome- "

51 Peninsula where the rain falls mainly on the plain

52 Thelma's lady friend

53 New (Deborah Glick, for one)

55 Equality Concert

57 Homosexuality and more in Leviticus

61 Not nutty as a fruitcake

62 His brother laid him in his grave

63 Alpert of "Marne" fame

65 Straight leader?

Answers on Page 26
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OFFICE FOR REHT
Second floor office available at 
Houston Lesbian & Gay 
Community Center • 803
Hawthorne • 14' X 12'6" • 
Nonprofit GLBT organizations 
preferred as tenant partners, but 
all inquiries welcomed. Call Tim 
Brookover @ 713-524-3818

B
ished rooms in Montrose 

$295/week • For single, 
quiet person • Free cable tv, 

breakfast, parking, maid service • 
With queen bed, kitchen, & laun­
dry access Montrose Inn • 408 
Avondale • 713-520-02061 

 

FOR SALE
GAY NIGHTCLUB

Large or small gay nightclubs in 
Reno, NV • 15 owned slots • 
Building and Land • Best Bus Bkg • 
800-208-9021 ___________________

Formal dining room table • 
Mahogany colored • Natural 
leather apholstery • 6 chairs • 
Email photos available • 713-861- 

7063_____________________________

^rtique French China Cabinet •
Biil photos available • 713-861- 

^o3

PR1DEREALITY.COM 
SALES/RELOCATION 
HEALTH_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
FREE YOGA CLASSES 
FREE yoga classes every Friday 
@6:30 p.m. -3115 West Loop 
South #21 • No restrictions • No 
reservations needed • 713-439- 

0455 

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Its time to get those projects 
done! Decorating ideas • 
Planning • Refinishing services. 
Call JuneRose J.R. Futcher • 713- 
521-7863.

MASSAGE THERAPY

MASSAGE
Absolute Let-Go

Houston Metro
713.942.2399
• Montrose Location
• 7 days/evenings
• Visa/Mastercard
• Outcalls welcome

MASSAGE BY KEN
Experience stress relief • 
Convenient Montrose location • 
By appointment only • 11am to 
8pm • RMT#028519 • KEN 
CLAUDE • 713-524-4759

MASSAGE
Therapeutic • Swedish • Sports • 
Deep Tissue • Myotheraphy • 
relaxation therapy • Jason • 
College Guy • Memorial Park 
Studio •
www.sizzlingmassage.com *713- 
863-8888

FULL BODY
RELAXATION

by Young Athletic Male • 
RMT#016479 • Tim • 713-876- 
3811

Massage by David Rangel •
Swedish • Neuro Muscular
Therapy • Montrose area • 
MCA/ISA/AMEX welcomed • RMT 
#8069 • Appointments 713-523- 
0738

M2M
Therapeutic • Swedish • Full Body

• By fit and toned masseur • 15 

years experience • Evenings and 

weekend appointments available

• RMT# 1664 • John • 713-398- 

3226.

M2M • Sensual Rubdowns • Hot, 

young and well-built • RMT# 

17254 • Call 713-529-1109.

SWEDISH MASSAGE 
BY PATRICK

• Relaxation • Myotherapy • Deep 

tissue • (RMT#024589) 713-807- 

7109 • 713-501-9852. • 1 1/2 

hours for $50. 1 Hr. $40.

MASSAGE
THERAPY

AT IT'S FINEST
Swedish • Deep tissue • Sports • 
Reflexology • Don't settle for less 
• In/Out • Hotels • 7 day • 
Nationally certified # 016074 • Jeff • 

713-825-4062.

MASSAGE
Treat sore, stiff muscles, tension 
and stress • Renewed flexibility 
and wellness • RMT #016479 • 
Tom* 713-520-6018 •____________

Big • Strong • Muscular • 8 years 
experience Noon to Midnight • 
$60 • Mitchell • 713-521-3359.

AIKAYOGA 
MASSAGE

A two hour interactive Massage 

blending Thai Massage and Yoga

• Eastern style Mat Massage for 

Upscale Professional • Tim on 

Richmond • 832-687-5786

PETS____________

AFGHAN HOUND 
PUPPIES

Cyan and Devashunii Kennels • 

AKC Black • Black & Tan • Cream • 

Blue • Blue & Cream • White • 

Hand raised • Championship lines

• www.devashunii.com • 202-546- 

0854

PET SITTING

BOOK FOR YOUR 
VACATION

"Pets love their own home even 
when you can't be there" 
Established 1995. Book your vaca­
tion now • Ioyal989@aol.com Call 
Loyal @ 713-942-8816.___________

HOUSTON HUMANE
SOCIETY

NO ANIMAL TURNED AWAY!! The 
HHS relies solely on donations. 
They receive NO local, state, or 
federal government funding. Call 
713-434-5555 to find out the 
many ways YOU can help, and for 

adoptions.

PET OF THE WEEK

r
Spike, Sport & Sparkle (ages 3, 2 
& 1) are fiesty little Pomeranians 
who are all related. Spike will 
roll over dead when you say, 
"Bang!" Sport will roll over and 
do a Tammy-Faye Baker immata- 
tion when you say, "Praise the 
Lord!" And Sparkle can catch a 
ball in her mouth. Their proud 
human (daddy) is Ty Counts.

PRODUCTS & SERVICES
www.rainbowprod.com

Nutritional weight loss products at 
manufacture's price • Probiotic • 
Antioxidants • HGH Compound • 

CPD • All natural • Top of the Line 
www.voyagergroupinc.com 

877-314-6610

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
M2M BODY 0R00M1HG

Body Waxing • Clippings • 
Coloring • Personal grooming by 
Dale. Waxing specialist & licensed 
Cosmetologist. Private location in 
Montrose. Call 713-529-5952 for 
appointment.

LIFE INSURANCE
For all ages • All conditions • Jim 
McKee • Health • Life • Dental • 
713-271-2515 

ROOMMATES
To share 3b home in SW Houston 
• 59 & Fondren • Smoking OK • 
No drugs or substance abuse • All 
bills paid • $395/mo • 713-773-9029 

TAROT READINGS
25% Off during January • Ask about 
my February Reiki Intensive Course • 
Bill O'Rourke • 713-864-2233. • 
rainbowprod.com/bilbo

VOLUNTEERS
STEVEN'S HOUSE

Seeking caregivers for transitional hous­
ing program for HIV+ adults • Must have 
high school diploma and experience as a 
caregiver • Contact Ms. Straham @713-
522-5757  or fax resume to 
713-522-1910

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR BOORS

713-659-5266

I Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON

Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490

TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form With payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed order 
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX., 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490. 
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL croberts@houstonvoice.com
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation. 
Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

H PICK v OUR 
U CATEGORY
J FREE*: Call for guidelines 

HIV Services & Education 

Volunteers
I Non-Profit Organizations
| ‘First 20 words

! INDIVIDUAL RATE $10:
Announcements

I Auditions
| Employment-Seeking 

Pets-Free or Lost & Found

 Roommates
Personal Web sites

BUSINESS RATE $18:
Auto Repair 
Business Opportunities
Entertainment

I Help Wanted
| Help Wanted-Seeking
। Home Improvement

Items For Sale
Licensed Massage

• Moving Services^
I Professional Services
। Real Estate For Rent

Real Estate For Sale

1 Call 713-529-8490
I for other categories

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

CATEGORY:# OF ISSUES:  

Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces

TEXT:  
 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $10.00 per week. Additional words at 50« each per week.

Up to 20 words: $10.00
Additional words x 50tf: 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $18.00 per week.

Additional words x 75^ per word (per week): 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal:x# of issues  

Total: $

Name: __________________________________________
Address: ______________________
City State Zip  

Phone _____________________________________________________
Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX  MC  VISA 
Card #Exp. /

Signature
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1307-M • 713-880-2872
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PROimiONAL SERVICES
■ t HOUSTON

ph 281.579.5400 « cell 832.259.0271 • fax 281.579.2746

Auto Repair & Service

• Alignment 
• Brakes

CMmting 25 years 
in the Community

2314 Washington 

713-880-4747

713-526-3723
1411 Taft Houston.TX. 77019

Penis-Enlargement net
FDA Approved vacuum 

pumps/surgical. Gain 1-3". 
Permanent & safe. Enhance 
erection. FREE Brochures! 
Latest enlargement info: 

(619)295-HUNG or 
900-976-PUMP ($2.95/min.)

© Avondales Hair Salon 
2702 Crocker 

Houston, Tx. 77006

(713) 992-6264 
1(713) 521-2444

Tues-Fri 10a-7p & Sat 9a-6p

DON GILL
STUDIO 911

713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

American a Foreign

TAFT STREET 
AUTO

Call 713.529.8490 today 
to place your ad in our 

professional services directory!

I

Cathohic Mass Cele.brate.d

Saturdays at 7:30pm

Two Years FREE Oil Change 
with the purchase of a New ’ 
Vehicle and FREE loaner car! i

Se Habla Espanol 1

1307 Fairview 
(3 blocks west of Montrose) 
713-529-1414

r Cooper^ 
TIRES

if your hair 

isn’t BECOMING to you, 
you should BE COMING to me.

Complete Brakes 
.—-t Tune-Up

Major or Minor Repair

YARD MAN 
accepting jnter-loop clients 

13.205.0058

। Natty Villarnovo
Sales Consultant 

ears exoerience!

^•3: ■
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MASSAGE
Absolute Let-Go
□ manmassage.net

13.942.2399
Montrose Location
7 days/evenings
Visa/Mastercard

• Outcalls welcome

K
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My Stars!
YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

Feb. 1-7

by JILL DEARMAN

’ ARIES (March 21 to April 20)
No need to stir up a ruckus just 'cause people are asking you to follow through 

; on what you promised to do anyway! Be a mensch, or at least stop complaining 
so much! A Cancer wants you to be his friend, his sister, and his brother. Justify 
your love.

TAURUS (April 21 to May 20)
Practically every planet including the Sun (well at least half of the planets) are 
transiting your mid-Heaven - aka the fame sector. People are going to know your 
name whether you like it or not. You might as well do your homework and 
impress them. A Cancer wants to be your Svengali.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21)
Saturn in your sign makes a lovely little trine to Neptune in early February, 

V■tv(/ which means that you can balance the creative part of your nature with the 
XciX industrious side. Bring your art to a higher level. A Pisces wants to shower you 

with a higher kind of love. Bring it on!

CANCER (June 22 to July 22)
If you're feeling squeamish about making money, get over yourself. Now is your 
time to make it and to hoard it. Later you can live the life of Gatsby. Be a good 
worker bee and an Aries will call you "honey," honey.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Brush up on your reading of dry but still relevant existential French writers and 
wry realistic '70s sitcom reruns. This is the most humbling time of the 
year l°r you' Leo' as several planets oppose you and take away your defenses. 
Enjoy being naked, in every sense, in front of an Aries.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
A Capricorn may continue to drag your heart around, but you can handle the 

j; pain, can't you? I hope so because Venus and Uranus are both transiting the 
masochistic part of your chart. Enjoy it, darling. Giving, and giving yourself over 
to love, is so sexy and satisfying during the twisted early days of February.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Mars in your house of relationships could bring out the passive fighter in you. 
That means that if you simply don't give up on love, you could win. Your own 
"declaration of principles" and the heart of a Virgo are at stake, so dig in for the 
long haul.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
You have to take some time off, to be alone, and just enjoy your own company 
darling, so why not now? You've been too social lately and need to recharge your 
"loner' batteries. Plug back into yourself. A Gemini will wait for you and guard 
the doors to your inner sanctum while you ruminate.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Saturn's trine to Neptune (and the moon on Feb. 10) could bring you a new idea about 
how to change the day-to-day aspects of your life. If you have a sudden epiphany 
about "your ideal day job," listen up! A Leo could hook you up with the right organ­
ization.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Bend over and smell the coffee, Capricorn. You are about to learn just how much 
of a flesh-and-blood human being you are. You've put your longings aside long 
enough. Let a Scorpio satisfy you!

| AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
' Half the planets in the sky are transiting your sign, baby. It's time to take power 

and stop pretending that the world is fair. If you can act like a benevolent (but 
brave) commander in chief, hordes of good people will follow. Practice your ora­
tory (and other oral-oriented) skills on a Libra.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
You are an inspiration to the people around you now, especially the ones who are 
elderly, sick, or physically challenged. Live up to your role as a great empathiz- 
er. Forgive a Virgo.

Jill Dearman is the author of the best-selling "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer 
Astrology for Women" (both from St. Martin's Griffin). For information on charts and 
consultations, call 212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

Build Your Business!

• •

NDA
AULKNER

Houston Sales Manager 

...

for details

|l 713-529-8490
713-269-5743

■■■■........
for as little as $40 per week
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and psychic readings

281.S75 8MOO
Of 713.869.6318

if you are unsure 
about changes 
that should be 

made in your life 
calf
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