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HAROLD C. OCHSNER, SR.. M. D.
4B6B COLO SPRINOB ROAD 

INDIANAPOLIS. INDIANA 46108

T1LBPHON1 317 • 628-1134
November 11, 1971

Dear Mary,
I wish that you had been kind enough to 

meet me when you were in Indianapolis recently, and 
I hope that you will be kind enough to hear me out 
now. There is no reason why civilized Christians can 
not speak rationally with each other. I am well aware 
of your views and those o$ SMH, but though I have 
talked with him there has been no opportunity for 
communication between you and me.

In the first place, I did not rush your 
mother suddenly off her feet. We had been friends 
for years, but the development of our love for each 
other wasprecipitate and bilateral. Each knew something 
of the background of the other and each had a rather 
similar problem. We do not think we are cheating any­
one from the standpoint of affection and I can assure 
you that I have no intention of trying to cheat any 
of you in the matter of the capital funds of your parents 
The latter seems to be one of the major causes of 
the antipathy you and SMH have toward me and I can 
positively assure you that I have no personal designs 
on the family fortune.

But there is one thing about which I am 
adamanty that your mother must finally be loved by 
you as the Queen Mother whom you must respect and 
revere. She is not the scullery maid she's been treated 
as. If I am ever in the picture I shall love her, adore 
her and be faithful to her. The only thing I ask of 
you is that you treat t^er with the respect she so 
eminently deserves frompll of you. It is really she 
who has kept the family together through the years 
and I have a feeling that it has been the Malott and 
the Evans fortunes that has kept the family going. 
Evidence of that is the potentially ruinous situation 
the family faces at this time. Hopefully this can be 
worked out but it is hard to repay an indebtedness of 
over two million dollars with no significant income 
available. Think of the interest accrual on that amount 
alone.

Your mother is passionately anxious to make 
it possible for your father to be able to live out 
his life on some of the farm land he so loves, free 
of financial encumbrances. We have talked with John 
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Grimes about this and he has assured us that the only 
way your mother can guarantee this privilege to your 
father is to secure a divorce. She will have to 
document the payments she has made on the farm proper­
ties, to which is added accrued interest. I believe 
she has established the necessary facts. Such a 
settlement as she seeks will, if successfully 
accomplished, take these properties out from under 
the mortgage encumbrance; she will then guarantee to 
your father life tenancy on the farm land she would 
thus obtain, but the land would revert to her estate 
upon his or her death and thus to you children. I'm 
really just the fellow who happened to come along, who 
played a minor role in setting the legal process in 
motion. There is no logical reason for the hysteria 
you three have exhibited; as a matter of fact your 
mother and I have often felt that it has been you, not 
we, who needed a stabilizer.

The guardianship was not a device to secure 
moneys or property for your mother or me but purely 
and solely to protect the family from some further 
rash action by your father. But remember, he is a fine 
man, a sick man, who should not be pushed around but 
should like your mother be treated with tender, loving 
care. Your mother intends to so treat him for the rest 
of his life. Just the other day he put his arm around 
her and earnestly asked "You do still\Love me don't you, 
Mary?" To which she replied that she always had and 
always would, and that she had every intention to see 
that he would be well cared for so long as he should 
live. She meant just that and I'll back her up if that 
should be necessary.

By the same token I shall always love and 
care for the woman who bore my three children, even 
though she is now but a shadow or shell of her former 
self.

As to my family, we had a sandwich as did 
you, with the best in the middle, Hal is an allergist 
in Long Beach, Redondo Beach and Torrance, California. 
You and Mac would be interested in the area in which 
they live, on a waterway directly connected with the 
sea; they face the main inlet. I'm going out for a 
week-end Dec. 10-13, to see their Xmas boat parade, 
a two day affair that should be fun—they are at 
Huntington Harbor. Ted, the youngest, is an Army GMO 
in Germany, with another year to go. He and his Finnish 
wife have had a ball in Europe despite their two 
children and two dogs. He will take a radiology resi­
dency when his tour of duty ends, hopefully at the
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1410 Gaston Avenue 
AUSTIN. TEXAS 78703

Not. 4, 19?4

The deetruetion of Williae Lester'• mural in 
the Yaeht Club is in gross disregard of eoaeon 
eourteay and taste. Not having before me a list 
of his aesomplishments, I know for a fact that 
Williae Lester is represented by paintings in 
the Dallas Museum of Fine Arts, and the «etroM 
politan Museum of “ew York. This latter repre- 
senta the pinnasle ofauesess in museum eolleetions 
for a living Ameriean artist. The destruction 
of a art work by a painter of sueh esteme is 

deplorable.
lytdKxtxBKfchs Common deseney should have been 
exereised by sonsulation with the members of 
the board of the founding fathers of the 
present Austin Yaeht Club and the building. 
They were the ones who commissioned the mural, 
^onaideration should have been given to the 
attitudes of these men who did the labor of 
organization of the slub and who took the gamble 
of putting up the tens of thousands of dollars 
it took to purehase the land and build the 

clubhouse.
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MACY M. GLENDENING
7202 N. Meridian Street, Indianapolis, Ind. 46260

July 7, 1971

Dear Mary,

I’m ao sorry that we didn’t have a chance last week to 
really visit but there was just not enough tine. The next 
time we meet we’ll hope for the chance of a real get-toghther.

You wanted Dede Covert Coffman’s address so here it is 
as of last Christmast

Mrs. Robert Coffman
5207 Kinglet
Houston, Texas (I don’t know the zip)

You really looked marvelous and fashionable last week - 
but then I think you always do. You are so right that Indiana 
is behind — I see that more and more as I travel more. I 
do think we’re beginning to catch up with other big cities 
but seem to have a long way to go. If I can make the move 
to an apartment successfully and sell the house,and burdens 
(furniture, knick-knacks, junk) that I can’t use and don’t 
need, I seriously consider making a major move to another 
state. But for right now I’m not concerning myself with 
that. The house goies up for sale*  today and Betty Lynn 
is handling everything so I feel that it is in capable 
hands. I don’t have to do anything except start packing up 
and weeding out. The Brendon Way apartments seem to suit 
me better than any others I’ve looked at so I plan to get 
one of the two-bedroom apartments available. I haven’t made 
up my mind whether I want the largest 2-bedroom townhouse or 
the largest 2-bedroom garden apartment (one floor). Never­
theless, I don’t think there will be too much problem In 
getting one and I h^ve a minimum of two months and probably 
longer than that to get out of the house.

Have a nice reet-of-the summer and give my love to Mac.

Much love
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You might write
J. suggest

Dear Mary
tie were delighted to hear you were going to 
aLZ to St Thomas for Christmas. *at  dates

«D-.r but for reasons too complicate'-^ uu & way, but 101 aren t here you are
we may now not go. 11 have three

are several alternatives: \1/ the iruerin
this =™er and rented th, house next^oor 

1? ” S=t ?iteCoS=r=Tha,ntoen taeani for 

llvSln^SetS InSS onlySnot'ln ^^Thomaa 

iVrS: Sn’dS? S M^ZXaS thia 

la rather tentative, since 1 don-t know what plan 
the college has..whether they 
what. k2, if you can give me definite elates 
1" will ask around among our friends and see if 
an^wne is going to be off-island then and would 
bo^varested Most of the people we know life 
^n^^Sirth^h^^d'ean-’r^^wT^o 

rent however, we do know several people who 
qo we will see what we can come up 

with ’ There are several large and rather 
nice'condiminiums on the beach. You might wri e 
a few and find out how the prices run. i augges 
Secret Harbour, Cowpet Bay, rineapple Beach



Sapphire Beach, in that order of deairability.

St. Thomas has changed considerably since you 
were here and has become the New York of the 
Caribbean, so if quiet beaches and oit -othe 
way peaces are your aim x suggest you ^igh 
dn better in St. John. Or how about a bare-boat. 
Everything is so gorgeous and peaceful only a 
r« away fro™ St Thomas It la really
q ahame to confine yourself exclusivly to 
this rat race, but maybe the »irls would prefer 
being whe?e the action la. »ell, we shall work 
out something to suit you all and shall look 
forward to seeing you.

Life remains pleasant in the tropics. x have 
iust put Teddy in nursery school and Bmilie 
in first grade, so am putting out feelers lor 
a lob as' x am getting bored with the double­
acrostics. Your job at Gonco^^1=°^ ^hlt 
wiCh there was something comparable here, -mat 
hapoened to Huston-Tillotson? incidentally, 
Vladimir did apply but got a letter around th 
end o? toe sum^e/saying they had no vacancies.

tie had a very delightful vacation in St. 
in August and lots of visitors the rest of the 
summer, and are now settled down to the old 
sohoti grind. The thought of Chrlst/mas vacation 
and a visit from the Mcxntyres cheers us*

Love,
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IA-II 7
1410 Gaston Avenuc 
AUSTIN. TEXAS 76703

Jem. 20
Dear tiobher and Dad,

1 enjoyed receiving your two r cent letters 
Dad. They sounded like you and your handwriting 
was firm.

Mother, have you io.iked to see if I left tne 
ostrich plumes in the closet or drawer of the 
dresaing room of tne blue ro ro upscairs? this is 
the third time 1 have mentioned it in a letter.

we have bough'. Carolyn a horse. It is Kept 
at the home of a friend in Westlake Hilid, and 
she rides on a vacant lot near there. She is 
able to leave school an hour before tne bus and 
riues in with a girl who leaves at that time, 
rhe horse is small, nd Carolyn is delighted.

Sylvia has gone out for varsity sports which 
takes up that extra hour until the bus time. She 
got a ten speed bicycle for Christmas. She will 
go to Cimarroncita Camp this summer and Carolyn 
will stay her- and have her horse.

Dad has indicated he would like to visit us. 
I >i8h we had a ranch with horses 1 The problem 
with having both of you is that I couldn't cele­
brate you as -t have always done because you are 
doing this queer thing of divorcing at your ages 
and conditions of life. If I thought x could do 
or say anything that would divert you from this 
weird plan I would, and would have you here to 
discuss it.



1 do not understand Mother Why you^write^me 
as though nothing at profound it happening,
you and Dad, when aowethi g p rhe funr.y
I qo not like thia ^J-^mgon hi/tne same thing, 
thing is I went out with her anaand for Malcolm a sake 1 wen viea aua books
we talked only ^out clothes and 
etc., even though she wa . up four Uvea, 
ing him, ana thoroughly - - i e> buL your
A*  least y°u ®ren.tn"e^co Lsr.'t Hied tor divorce, 
own, especially sine tc embarrassing, and
but it is such a abame, ana^ value. yQU have 3tood 

wa? to behove in your old ag.!

Well, 1 will hove to see l^1 bl^eround 
e girlfriend who it/^xluble to^taee ol^., 
when he coee‘ yL anytime seen. 1 want

pleMtya°r time to get ov*r  “_^“rbti%ore ’ 
^ettled’aiter’the^hocZS the divorce action, 

heglnnrn^n^t^r^rnt t^^ple'^lt'irerce her 

( a reconverted church).

As ever,
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September 16, 1971

Dearest Meg,

I am writing to tell my lovely daughter-in-law ofjtwenty- 

three years standing some important family news which 
I wish kept strictly confidential for the next six months.
I plan to fe-marry next spring (after a divorce, of course) 

«a very fine man whom I have known for forty years but not 
really known well until last spring. He and I are in similar 
predicaments, each with a spouse in deteriorating condition. 
His wife has been going downhill with Parklnsonh disease 
for five years and is in a nursing home in pathetic condition. 

Afl to your father-in-law, he has become increasingly difficult 
to live with and has nearly driven me to nervous prostration. 
Although I have done everything possible for his enjoyment 
and well-being, ever since his stroke and convulsions nearly 
a year ago, he takes out his ill-will against me. My weight 
has gone to less than 110, which is less than it has ever been 
since childhood, and my nerves kept on edge so much of the 
time. Besides the care of Dad, I have the responsibility 
for all his personal business affairs and the worry over his 
vast debts. Dr. Rudisill has orderexd me to take a change 
of pace and relinquish much of my care of Dad. He insisted 
upon my return from Michigan^ that I place him in a nursing '

• home, which I did, and now he tells me it would be better 
for me to see him less. He tells me that his condition is aone 
that will continue to deterfate. When I confided in Dr R. my 
intention of getting a divorce, he commented that he thought 
it would not make too much difference to Mr. Harrell. He 
also spoke very highly of Dr. Harold C. Ochsner, whom he 
has known well for many years, and gave his blessing to our 

plan to marry.

Hal is my age, 68. Like me, he has two sons and a daughtei 
all married and with children". Only the daughter lives in 
Indianapolis, Mary Ochsner Devoe,whom I know through Smith 
Club and J.L. We went to her wedding about twelve years 
ago. The reception was in their home and on the lawn on a 
June night, where Hal now lives alone in the huge seven- 
bedroom house at the southwest comer of Cold Spring and 
Michigan Road, across from our former Michigan Road farm. 
For many years he was head of the radiology department at 
Methodist Hospital. He is now head of radiology at the 
Hendricks County Hospital at Danville, where he spends four ha 
half-days a week from 7 tO 11 A.M. He is on the look-out for 
an assistant in order that he and I may be free to travel when
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Dear Mother
copy of letter .•••

1410 GASTON AVENUE 

AUSTIN. TEXAS 76701

Oct. 18

5 rd paragraph:
It is very dif f ic,l*̂° sknOi wa^ indeed7 distresse 

you on the current problems. 1 divorce and 
L find your -^d so firmere^ard & real
remarriage. YoXL thia (loving him more, etc) 
ahip with Dad after this ^°^e5yone else. I 
which appears y^ssi-bl to J t reiation- 
was sorry to obaerve that you?p 
3hip with Dgd has Regenerated indicatlve
you recorded everycbing Qn faia part, and
of an averse cental cond t 3ubdects that
only spoke positively wi^onerty for the

LKo’&THe “aviation.
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1410 GASTON AVENUE

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78703

Oct. 28, 1971

Dear Mother,

Thank you very much for the birthday greetings 
which did inde- d arrive on my birthday. Thank 
you immensely for the car. It has not come. It 
we don't expect it for at least two more weeks, 
but the Mercury is handsome and we anticipat*sg  
enjoying it very much. You were very generous 
to make me such a handsome gift.

Glad you enjoyed "I'm 01 - You're OK". You 
may keep the copy. 1 bought one for Mac to read 
and send on to Barbara.

I am delighted that you ire going to see 
Vincent Alig. I would like >ou to spend one 
session with him talking about how to handle 
Dad, and what Dad is really like. I suggest 
you take the Scott and White report since it 
is a recent report based on tbe findings of 
five psychiatrists and psycbMogists. It does 
disturb me that you may not be dealing with 
that situation realistically. You tend to blame 
anything that Is not right fully on Dad. For 
example, you said that Barbara Mills needed a 
vacation, that Dad was too much for one person 
to handle. Veil, we all know that you are using 
Barbara Mills as secretary, farm manager, and 
legal secretary, and errand runner, and confidant, 
le cannot help wondering if all the skxmm stress 
on her is due to Dad. Reports are rumored that 
you are making Dad out to be non dompus mentus



(or however you spell it) and that Eleanor is 
reported to think that he is completely gone, 
mentally. We know that he can reason, thought 
he gets confused as to person, and time, and some­
times place. He can accept correction.

You said on the phone that Dad is "childlike". 
Tea, perhaps he is at times, or rather, one*8  
approach to hie at times is somewhat like an 
adult oorrecting a child. At other times be is 
not like that. But you also intimate that he 
is like Marge Kopkey's father who evidently turned 
mean in private and abusive to his wife. Dad-is 
no longer aggressive. He can be aroused, however, 
and was apologetic and embarrassed about the 
scene between you and him in the car (Mr. Grimes1 
I believe) on the was back from Cincinnati.

You are welcome to take this letter to Vincen 
to give you something to talk around. I have 
considerable hope that he will be a willing 
listener and sympathetic and will be helpful. 
All this ha*  nothing to to with the divorce but 
is a tender area which will be of continuing 
significance regardless of what you do. Surely 
a psychiatrist will be the beet counsel, since 
HOC (to play your game and use initials occasion­
ally) can hardly expect to be unbiased in his 
attitude or relationship to Dad. It will greatly 
relieve us to know that you are seeking and 
getting the beet form of help available on this 
matter of your relationship to Dad. Please keep 
us informed.

Love
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PHI LI*  B. ■■■». M. B.

• .. /i '■
Vincent B. Alig.

VINCewr B. *MQ.  M. B. 
mi mobhi taaiiw. av*.

a WWAMA

wai ewr e-ewi

November 2, 1971

Mrs. Samuel R. Harrell 
5850 Sunset Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana

Sr.

Dear Mrs. Harrell:

You have asked me to wpte a letter to your daughter concerning our discussion 
at my office on October 28. I prefer writing this letter directly to you so 
that you may forward it to her if you wish.

During our discussion, we reviewed several problems of long standing and more 
recent events, and decisions over the past year; particularly two decisions: 
(1) to obtain a divorcje, and (2) to remarry.

although you may continue

me know.

Sincerely yours,

She was <— r— - • -
opinions. Since then, you have talked with Dr. Hudnut^ 
friends. However, you must make your decisions. Pt,-- . r_a..
of doing so. Morally; I see it as a matter of your conscience in following God s 
will. It is understandable that your children may objecj._ If you decide, to 
obtain a divorce and do so, - -- -- 
assume direct responsibility for Mr 
object to the divorce i " " 
general welfare.

If you fe< l I may be Of further help, please let

As I understand it, you hoped to accomplish both of these with a minimum of pain 
or disorganization for Mr. Harrell by your continuing (even after you remarried! 
to assume a major responsibility toward looking after Mr. Harrell s living cir­
cumstances and his general welfare. You tad written nt length to your daughter 
expressing your plans and you were hurt and surprised (and angry) when she did not 
comply with your request to keep this information confidential.

concerned about your plans and requested you seek advice and professional
1 -  ", nyself, lawyers, ana

Psychiatrlcally. you are capable ---- J J #*1  1 ea/w /Zztri 1
_ --- If y°u decide to

I “do not*think  inadvisable for you to continue to
. Harrell's care,(particularly if your children 

a concerned interest in his
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5850 Sunset Lane 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46208

Stonington, Connecticut

December 6, 1971

Dear Mac,

I am very worried about Mary. Is she becoming unbalanced 
due to the menopause, or what is the matter with her? She has 
written me several letters of such obviously cruel Intent that, 
were it not for her handwriting, I would not believe they were 
from her. Should I send you xeroxes for her psychiatrist? How 
often does she have to see him? What does he think of her 
condition? Is her problem an oedipus complex? Because of this 
possibility I have refrained from telling her what I am going to say 
to you now, namely, that her father has made overtures to and had 
affairs with other women throughout our married life including the 
recent period since his stroke a year and a quarter ago.

If any woman ever has had grounds for divorce, I certainly do. 
In addition to his infidelities, my husband has never supported me 
and our children. His contribution to our living expenses was 
never more than about a fifth of what it cost. He did not pay for 
our children's education. A few months ago I discovered that property 
which had been purchased jointly by us years ago stood in his name 
only - both farm and Noblesville downtown properties. He used the 
farms as collateral about two years ago on a half million dollar 
mortgage to purchase the Sheldon, Illinois, elevator. This indebted­
ness is a sword hanging over our heads. In order to make some of 
the farms secure for Dad's enjoyment and health, we have agreed to 
a division of them,after which I shall start paying off the mortgages, 
one at a time, on those in my name. I will always be kind and 
compassionate to him but I can never again live with him and keep 
my physical and mental health. Evans and Meg fully understand 
this. Sam and Sally have accepted it. Mary is antagonistic, and 
you have said nothing.

In view of the love and generosity I have given you and Mary 
throughout your married life, perhaps now you might give to me some 
of the love and kindness I so much need at this difficult time. 
During the span of slightly more than the past year, I gave Mary 
and Barbara a trip to Paris, Brussels and Ameterdam, paid for 
remodeling your guest room, contributed to your family trip to 
Europe, finalized the gift to Mary of a trust that brings her an 
Income of about $9,000 per year and paid for a new car.



Now, Mac, I have a request to make of you: that you write 
me a weekly letter for the next two months, keeping me abreast of 
the family doings and of your work and recreation and let me know 
if you still feel kindly toward me. Please also ask Mary to let 
you read her letters to me, before they are mailed. I am much in 
need of the love, understanding and compassion of my young 
people.

Devotedly,

____



SAMUEL B. HABBELL
143 North Meridian Street

.iwtlUnefteZu. Awitewe

December 14, 1971

Dear Evans, Mary, and Sam:

I have been wanting to write to the three of you confirming 
certain things I have said to you orally. They relate to the way 
that you, as our loved children treat your mother as well as me.

She is the most outgoing person I have ever known. What 
she has done as your mother out of deep love and affection for 
each of you is not customary and it calls for a response with 
appreciation of her emotions and sensitivities to what you say to 
her, the way you say it, your manner, and the tone of voice. For 
instance she cannot take being called down for her recent actions 
and letters and her attitude toward me in her contemplated divorce. 
Throughout my life I have never nagged at her or called her down.

Her generosity is far beyond what is normally done for 
children and their families, particularly in passing on to each one 
of you half a million dollars tax-free capital, which was part of 
your mother's inheritance. Normally parents would have retained 
the principal and the Income, which we could today be using very 
much to our advantage now that we have less Income, heavy debts, 
and heavy medical expenses.

Now what I would like for you to do is for each of you to write 
Mother a loving letter and future letters along the same vein, and 
treat her with love and courtesy.

Although there is Incompatibility between Mother and me, 
there is no anger nor hate.

With love and affection,

a-

Dad
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Evans M. Harrell
2836 Ridgewood Road. n. W. 

Atlanta. Georgia 30327
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1410 Gaston Avinui 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 787OS

Dec. 12, 1971

Dear Josephine,

Thank you immensely for your letter, it was 
a comfort to me to know how you thought. 1 haven't 
communicated with anyone Involved with the situa­
tion with Mother and Dad except my brouhers, and 
have felt so estranged with it all. Your letter 
was a great help to me.

It also helps me to ascept the divorce, in your 
explainatiun of the Daniels situation. I have 
been op.osed to the divorce too, and have not been 
able to see why she must be precipitous in that. 
I do not see why she cannot just wait. But it 
is obviously useless to oppose her. It is such 
a terrible time of year to be filing for divorce. 
The ones that make the least public disturbance 
are all done in summer. I have said a great 
deal against the divorce and remarriage, and have 
evidently hurt her, but I thought 1 should do 
anything I could to keep her from doing it. I 
feel that she cannot emotionally sustain these 
actions and have told her so. But she reatliates 
by writing to Mac with "Does Mary have an oedipus 
complex?” I

She did not tell me either that she was 
filing, in fact she wrote a sweet letter about 
Thanksgiving at the very time she was filing. 
She did tell me about three weeks ago that 
as far as Dr. Ochsner was concerned she nad de­
cided to forget the wbolt matter. Unfortunately 



1 do not believe her. I called Sam after receiving 
this information, and he said nothing had changed 
and that she was in constant communication with 
Dr. uchsner. He felt she was saying it to put 
me off. I suspect that she takes everything to 
him and does what he says. He letters have not 
been what 1 consider a normal response to the 
anxieties expressed in mine. In fact she seldom 
answers such queries as bow often doee she see 
Dr. uchsner and chat is he rteally like, ana many 
other questions about the whole situation. She 
ignores them. I wrote her in Connecticut and 
she did not answer until she had returned to 
Indianapolis,at which time she responded only 
with a letter to Mac, about the Oedipus complex 
ana didn't I need to ee a psychiatrist. I think 
that came from Dr. Ochsner. She has told Evans 
that if she decieds to get married she will Just 
do it and not tell anyone.

Our communication is ve_y veiy poor, and I 
ao not understand her. 1 am now better able to 
accept the divorce, and your letter helped. I do 
appreciate your telling me how people are reacting 
up there, even though it is bad. My friends here 
who know my parents are thoroughly shocked, and 
this is the only reaction I have met, but I have 
wondered, since it seems to have no effect on 
Mother, if people up there were more liberal in 
their attitudes.

You do deserve another Christmas card, without 
the note. My family is fine, and beautiful. 
tiMel Carolyn and Sylvia went to their first formal 
dance recently, and had a good time. Barbara has Jus 
returned from the University of Denver for vacation. 
We are all going to Acapulco for a week after



1410 GASTON AVINU1 
AUSTIN. TDCAS 7S7OS
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does not mean much to me.

ttaveF ârrnd.:e‘.rlr„ wlth

able to dleeue*.  her. and our eonveraatlns were 
ai:xj rar^; " »i -

la bo totally different, from Mothers, ana 
information ao much fuller.

Love,
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^M.xs. Sootk El. Jameson 
tSHa’iloU Dipt. 409

Indianapolis, Indiana 46208




