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Mr. RaymoncL B. Fosdick, Chairman,
Conraissicn on Trailing Camp AotiviMes, 

War departmentt
- Washington. I). C.

503 Trust Bldg.
June 19, 1917.

My Dear ;.Cr. Fosdiek:

allowing item of info3?mation,wpJ.ch comes to us 
from a member of of our Board, 111 interest you:

•Mr. Robt. Spcncc, -'rom '.?yl r, wrote his wife, (he went 
to El Paso last 1’onday night to get a new position in rail­
roading) that all t rooms in El Paso were taken by v/omen 
from restricted areas txiat had been broken up. That sev­
eral encampments near Bl Paso had been cldaned up, and th® 
•cleanings*- wore paying as n uch as ^B&.OO per week to get a 
spar® room in El Paso. ,ie caxa’i? pay much so he said he was 
still hunting.”

The thing the keeps, and will ‘ keep, any”clean up” 
campaign from being entirely and permanently successful is 
there nas never been devised a human method of d ling with 

ie women from the closed districts*

Ban Antonio closed the District June fifths and 
rora Austin and Gonsales (nearby towns) I nave positive as­

surance that many came right there; of course otxier small 
nearby towns are in the same fix. Whan San Antonio closed 
the District, wo are advised that tney had eighty-five per- 
eased women in the hospital eamp treating them for return to 
the District; when it'was forced on the authorit.ihs to close 
up, they turned these women out of the hospital, "bag and 
ba; homeless, friendless and money-less, to carry their
frightful menace of disease .vhere they would.

Waco reports forty new houses being built on con­
tracted for in thh Restricted District, to be recruitod from 
the San Antonio women. Tao people on th® Border report sim­
ilar conditions.



Eaysaond B* Posdick, C a -

Jow, jPosdick. casnol a Goveriunent devise some - 
way to handle this qnestion from this side also? One of 

trie women at tnof Joint Conferencet . u Laura B* lart, made 
the suggestion that we memorial iso the President and. ask him 
to "oonsoripf' these women and give them employment, and the 
attached resolution was formulated but came in too late for 
action by the Conference. I am sending it only by way of sug­
gestion, for truly until we devise some ay ring care of 
these women our problem will not stay solved.

*
Very truly yours.

f

President..
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June 23 j IS 17

Mrs. Minnie Fisher Cunningham,
503 Trust Building,
Galve ston, Texas <

My dear Mrs. Cunningham:

Thank you very much for your letter of June 19th. It 
raises very perplexing questions. ^Personally, I do not know what 

we can do with the women who are taken out of these districts. The

idea that they can be "conscripted" for government service is

hardly practicable, for I know of no service that they would be in

a position to render. We anist remember, of course, that there is not 

a fixed, number of prostitutes in the United States who go from one 

city to another as conditions are opened or closed. A policy of 

repression diminishes the number of prostitutes because the profession 

becomes financially unprofitable. If all the cities of Texas closed 

their red light districts, the result would be the diminution in the 

number of prostitutes following the trade, because there would not 

be enough other cities outside of Texas to take care of them.

I appreciate, of course, that this does not answer the

direct question which you had in mind; namely: What shall we do 

with the prostitutes who have been driven from the districts? It 

is something- to which we are giving earnest thought, but at the

present time I must confess that we have no specific policy to

recommend

RBFtWJA

Very truly yours,

Chairman.



306 Trust Blag*» 
July 10, 1917.

Mr. Rayrtond. B* fosdicz, Cn-J 1*
Comission on Training Camp Activities, 

Washington, ?). 0. .

'My Dear Mr* Fosdick: * .
• Your letter of the 23rd to aand, and discouraging 

J contents noted! iiell, at least, if we cannot conscript the 
' able bodied prostitutes for war work, we 01 o be able to 
..quarantine tiie diseased ones in Hospitals for treatment^ 
The foolisdne ’and inhu -lity of San Antonio’s action in re­
gard to t. e diseased ones in that hospital camp will live 

uy memory as ( I nope) high water mark for ”Man’s iniiumanity 
to man. »

We are maturing som*e very -.afinite pinna of service, 
'and I ■.'■■ani to lay tieia before you:

Pirst. In every town in.the state which is to nave, or al­
ready has an army < ap, our Suffrage Associations are/ 
forming a Camp Mothers’ Committee to be compos of 
women representing every walk of life. These com­
mittees are to ..sip in every way possible to make the 
soldiers* life more- normally human, They will compile 
lists Of -u > ho. .es which are open to soldiers, and in­
troduce tne' soldie m into t o® where desired! they 
will distribute reading matter, put on entertains©ntSf 
and generally work out’ some way ol keeping the mo 
in toucn wit i decent wetaen and home life, We very 
much desire a headquarters of come kine at or near 
each cuiap, which can bo kept open all of the time by 
tne CocHnittee and which, will serve as a place for 
Visiting mothers to st in-, the day time to be near 
their sons.
Do you. think this could be arranged for us by the. . 
Government, if we aill • agree to s it open and al- 

tave som^ooE our best women there to-meet -nd 
talk to soldiers who feel the need of ’’asvring a 
woman1..-: voice?" - • -

Second. In e o^ .er io -.ns in the st to, v/e are forming similar 
committees which will help the nearest ns in, various .- ' 'h *



>r. Haymond. B. Posdick - H

Wi . Getting up "boxets,1 ending jnagr.sines, send­
ing shautanqixas 01 local ttJLent to- the cnx.ps, (triese 
aay be unconsciously funny but the campa 1 visited on 
the Border last fall would Mve v/elcoraed. udtki open arsis 
the dreariest of perform;-.?;cos,J end in aapy other way* 
that vvill develop as we get into the work.

We nave three field workers out speaking and nave an 
office force of five working on tui ? '’job,” and public senti- 
meat is responding to our appeal in ‘a very gratifying uay. 
Jex Is .roperly lliat . whenever and wherever she finds 
out tan conditions- as th ave existed? And eho Wants to do 
better.

I have read with interest your bulletin Prostitution 
id tiw Police. It is a i .. Lpful light on seme of the

- r-o'fcleifis before us ; e are ^opoful of not only helping sur­
round the camps with the desired protection but p; org ...oiaiir- 
a Social iygiene Assboiati<m wMoh .d ll carry the good wor - of 
*ple an up” into all to^ns.

Very sincere1" yours.

Committee.


