
voice Boy is back
Boy George talks about 

his new album and his distaste 
for rapper Eminem. 
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CDC head sends team to San 
Francisco to investigate gay 
HIV outreach program.
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Florida Democratic chair uses 
'Hitler' analogy to sway 
voters against gay Republican 
candidate (above).
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'Eros: A Circus' takes the stage 
this week, with an Aug. 15 
performance to benefit the 
Houston Lesbian & Gay 
Community Center.
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Gay bars fight to survive
Longtime owners of popular 
gay clubs say the changing 
Houston social scene makes 
business difficult
By PENNY WEAVER

Gay-popular Club Nsomnia is still open, 
but missing its usual crowd, and concerns 
about the stability of other gay clubs in 
Houston highlight the changing nature of 
the local bar business.

“It’s a struggle to own a gay bar today [if 
it’s] exclusively gay,” said Bobby Rood, 
owner of Venture-N, located at 2923 Main St.

“In this city in the ’70s, the gay bar 
business was very big,” Rood said. “If 
you were a gay person, you had to go to a 
gay bar to meet other people of the same 
orientation.

“The business has changed,” he added. 
“In this city 20 years ago or 30 years ago,
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Contrary to 
rumors and its 
boarded-up front 
windows, 
Houston's Venture- 
N is not going out 
of business, 
according to 
owner Bobby 
Rood. For now, the 
former service 
entrance in the 
back of the build­
ing is the main 
entrance, with an 
'OPEN' sign on the 
door. (Photo by 
Penny Weaver)

there were twice as many gay bars. Today 
they’re all struggling.”

Rood’s establishment is an example, 
although he said he has plans for future 
expansion. As to rumors — perhaps fueled 
by a boarded up storefront — that Venture-

N is closed for good, Rood has a simple 
explanation.

“I took a vacation for a week,” he said.
Venture-N is now open but utilizing its

Please see GAY BARS, on Page 6

Ivers leaves No. 2 post at 
Log Cabin Republicans

—

Kevin Ivers, longtime Log Cabin Republicans public 
affairs director, will be replaced by Mark Mead when 
Ivers leaves Aug. 15 to form a consulting firm.

Former Republican 
National Committee staffer 
named as replacement
By LOU CHIBBARO JR.

Gay Republican activist Kevin Ivers is 
resigning from his job as director of pub­
lic affairs for the national gay group Log 
Cabin Republicans to. form his own 
Washington, D.C. public relations consult­
ing firm, Log Cabin officials announced. 
The group said his resignation becomes 
effective Aug. 15.

In a statement released July 31, the gay 
GOP group said Ivers — who has held the 
No. 2 post at LCR since 1996 — will be 

replaced by Mark Mead, a former staff 
member for the Republican National 
Committee who helped found the Log 
Cabin Republicans of Georgia in 1994.

Ivers has been a member of the LCR 
Washington staff since 1992,when he 
served as the group’s volunteer national 
press secretary during the 1992 presiden­
tial election. In 1993, Ivers joined Rich 
Tafel, the group’s current executive direc­
tor, as one of the fledgling organization’s 
first full-time employees. As LCR expand­
ed his staff and budget, Ivers went on to 
manage the group’s political and legisla­
tive efforts before being named in 1996 as 
director of public affairs, according to the 
group’s July 31 statement.

Under Ivers’ tenure as Log Cabin’s chief

Please see LOG CABIN, on Page 7
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New CDC director questions gay HIV outreach programs
New director sends team to 
investigate San Francisco agency
By LAURA DOUGLAS-BROWN

In one of her first public actions related 
to domestic AIDS programs, the new head 
of the Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention announced she will dispatch an 
agency “team” to investigate accusations 
against a San Francisco AIDS agency 
known for frank prevention programs tar­
geted at gay and bisexual men.

U.S. Secretary of Health & Human 
Services Tommy Thompson announced the 
appointment of Dr. Julie Gerberding as the 
CDC’s new director at a July 3 press confer­
ence in Atlanta, where the agency is located.

During her acceptance speech, 
Gerberding stressed the abstinence 
approach to HIV prevention touted by 
Thompson and President Bush and round­
ly criticized by gay HIV activists.

‘ Abstinence and monogamy are the first line 
of defense against HIV/AIDS,” she said then.

Now a month into her tenure as CDC head, 
Gerberding sent a letter last week to Darlene 
Weide, director of San Francisco’s STOP AIDS 
Project, saying she is “sending a CDC team” to 
the group “to assess whether [HIV prevention 
programs] are not only scientifically sound, 
but also are consistent with guidelines” 
requiring workshops be approved by local

Dr. Julie 
Gerberding, the 
new director of the 
Centers for Disease 
Control & 
Prevention, has 
launched a new 
inquiry into a San 
Francisco group 
that works with 
gay men. (Photo by 
Gregory Smith/AP)

review panels and not promote sexual activity 
“CDC continues to receive complaints 

in reference to STOP AIDS organization’s 
HIV educational sessions and associated 
materials,” Gerberding wrote.

Gerberding was not available for inter­
views on the letter and her approach to gay 
HIV prevention, according to CDC staff.

A spokesperson for STOP AIDS Project, 
meanwhile, said the agency “looks forward” 
to explaining its programs to Gerberding, 
but would rather focus on its main mission.

“Speaking for the staff, everyone would 
like their full time to go to working with gay 
and bisexual men to prevent HIV infection,” 
said Shana Krochmal, communications 
director for STOP AIDS. “On a certain level, 
it is frustrating to have spent so much of the 
last year having to respond to very political­
ly motivated challenges of the work we do.”

Krochmal declined to specify the exact 
political motivations behind the question­

ing of the agency, saying only that “gener­
ally speaking, under this administration, I 
think we will continue to see progressive 
HIV prevention attacked.”

In response to questions from Southern 
Voice about the issue, the CDC issued a 
terse statement saying the Aug. 12 visit to 
STOP AIDS Project was prompted by a let­
ter received by the agency on July 30 from 
three Congress members who serve on the 
House Committee on Government Reform. 
The Congress members claimed the group 
“had violated federal laws or misused fed­
eral funds,” the statement said.

Neither Gerberding’s letter nor the CDC 
statement listed specific STOP AIDS pro­
grams causing the concern. But a report 
released last fall by the federal Department 
of Health & Human Services targeted two 
workshops — “Booty Call” and “Great 
Sex” — that use sexually explicit language 
to reach out to gay men.

The programs “could be construed as 
‘encouraging, directly ... sexual activity’ 
and as ‘obscene,’ and thus not in compli­
ance with CDC guidelines,” HHS Inspector 
General Janet Rehnquist wrote at the time.

Rehnquist’s report prompted HHS to 
announce a larger review of all AIDS pro­
grams funded through the CDC, and it 
remained unclear at press time whether 
Gerberding’s new assessment of STOP 
AIDS programs was related to the review.

Gerberding has requested a report from 
the team “within 10 working days of com­

pleting the assessment,” the CDC said.
Officials at STOP AIDS Project, mean­

while, defended the group’s outreach meth­
ods and its use of the approximately $225,000 
in CDC funding it receives each year.

“All the work we do here at the project 
is fully compliant with both local and fed­
eral guidelines, and all of our workshops 
and promotional materials have been 
approved by a local review panel in accor­
dance with CDC guidelines,” Krochmal 
said. “Our community says the work we do 
is both necessary and appropriate.”

Krochmal said the CDC has praised 
STOP AIDS in the past.

“I won’t pretend this isn’t a serious 
visit, but on the other hand, we are used to 
the CDC visiting,” Krochmal said.

STOP AIDS continues to conduct the 
controversial “Great Sex” workshop, 
although “Booty Call” was discontinued 
because of a lack of community interest.

“I think it is important for us to recog­
nize the reality of people’s lives,” 
Krochmal said. “The STOP AIDS Project 
targets gay and bi men in San Francisco 
who have decided to be sexually active, ... 
and we have to meet them where they are.”

O FOR INFO
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention 
1600 Clifton Rd. • Atlanta, GA 30333 
404-639-3311 • www.cdc.gov

4th Annual

Cruise

• Private on board parties

• Optional All-Gay Shore Excursions
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What makes Gayribbean 
Cruises the BEST Gay and 
Lesbian group cruise?
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Fla. Democratic chair uses 'Hitler' analogy
Remark draws attention to 
gay Republican candidate in 
Orange County, Fla.

By LOU CHIBBARO JR.

Gay Democrats scrambled to respond last 
week when a newspaper reported that the 
chairperson of the Orange County, Fla., 
Democratic Party compared gay Democrats 
who plan to vote for a gay Republican legisla­
tive candidate to a “Jew voting for Hitler ”

The controversy surfaced July 30, when 
the Orlando Sentinel disclosed Democratic 
Party Chair Doug Head’s Hitler analogy in a 
story about gay Republican candidate Patrick 
Howell, who is running for a seat in the 
Florida House of Representatives in a newly 
aligned Orlando district. Howell, an attorney, 
would be the first openly gay member of the 
Florida legislature if he wins his race.

Head, a strong supporter of gay civil 
rights, said he regretted what he called an 
“overstatement of the case.” He said he was 
prompted to make his remark when an 
African-American gay man, who identified 
himself as a Democrat, asked Head to sign 
one of Howell’s nominating petitions at 
Orlando’s Gay Pride celebration in June.

Gay Democratic activists, who immedi­
ately distanced themselves from Head’s 
remark, also found themselves on the

defensive less than a week later when news 
surfaced that Democrats in Congress des­
ignated conservative Rep. David Phelps (D- 
111.) to deliver the Democrats’ response on 
July 13 to President Bush’s weekly radio 
address. Phelps is one of the lead sponsors 
of a proposed constitutional amendment 
that would ban same-sex marriage.

John Marble, a spokesperson for the 
National Stonewall Democrats, a gay 
Democratic group based in Washington, DC., 
said his group regretted both Head’s “Nazi” 
remark and the decision by Democrats in 
Congress to select Phelps to deliver the 
Democrats’ national radio address.

“We feel Doug Head’s comment was 
unfortunate,” Marble said.

NSD also regrets Phelps’ selection for the 
Democrats’ radio address, he said. But neither 
Head’s remark nor Phelps’ radio address could 
overshadow the fact that Democrats in 
Congress — and the straight Democratic can­
didate expected to emerge as Patrick Howell’s 
opponent—have a better overall record on gay 
issues than most Republicans, Marble added.

Howell is running unopposed for the 
Republican nomination for the Orange 
County state House seat. He is running in 
what had been a solid Republican district 
that was rearranged into a mostly 
Democratic enclave during redistricting. 
The Orange County Republican Party 
strongly supports Howell.

“It would be safe to say that I overstated the 
case when I spoke to one African-American 
gay man, who asked me to sign a petition for 
Patrick Howell,” Head told Houston Voice.

An official with the Gay & Lesbian Victory 
Fund, a bipartisan group that supports openly 
gay candidates for public office, and which has 
endorsed Howell, called Head’s analogy 
“alarming and reprehensible.”

“There is no comparison between a man 
who’s participating in the democratic pro­
cess and a totalitarian responsible for the 
slaughter of millions of innocent people, 
including Jews and gays,” said Bob Kearney, 
the Victory Fund’s political director.

Log Cabin Republicans, a national gay 
group, also condemned Head’s comment 
and called on the National Stonewall 
Democrats to issue an official statement 
condemning the remark. Marble said NSD 
has no plans to issue such a statement.

Head said he was prompted to make his 
remark, in part, because Democratic candi­
date Sheri Mclnvale, who is expected to win 
the Democratic nomination to become 
Howell’s opponent in the November gener­
al election, appears to have a stronger 

record on gay issues than Howell.
Head noted that Mclnvale has spoken 

out against a Florida law that bans gays 
from adopting children, while Howell has 
yet to take a position on the issue.

Kearney, of the Victory Fund, said that 
Howell has indicated to the Victory Fund 
that he would work for the repeal of the 
Florida law banning gay adoption.

Head said Howell and his supporters 
were not informing people at Orlando’s 
Gay Pride parade that Howell was a 
Republican when they approached people 
to sign Howell’s nominating petitions.

Gay Democratic critics also note that 
Howell’s Web site makes no mention of his 
sexual orientation or of his gay male part­
ner of three years. Howell told the Sentinel 
his partner is not out at his place of work 
and identifying him could harm his career.

O MORE INFO
Patrick Howell Campaign
28 N. Glenwood Ave.
Orlando, FL 32803 
407-896-7745 
www.howell2002.com

Orange County (Fla.) Democratic Party
800 Mayfair Circle 
Orlando FL 32803 
407-894-4655 
www.orangedemocrats.com

If elected, Republican 
legislative candidate 
Patrick Howell would 
be the first openly 
gay member of the 
Florida House of 
Representatives. (Photo 
courtesy of Patrick 
Howell campaign)

'Victim' opposes prosecution in HIV sex case
S.D. man says he never 
intended charges to be filed 
against sex partners who 
didn't reveal HIV status
By RHONDA SMITH

ABERDEEN, S.D. — A 39-year-old South 
Dakota resident who was sexually intimate 
with two men charged with intentionally 
exposing people to HIV said he does not 
consider himself a victim and wants pros­
ecutors to leave him out of the matter.

“I do not consider this a crime. I do not 
consider myself a victim,” the Aberdeen 
resident said. “And I honestly think any of 
the other ‘victims’ need to realize that when 
you have unprotected sex, you’re taking a 
risk and you need to be responsible for 
yourself. Don’t try and blame someone else 
because they didn’t tell you something.”

The man, who is not openly gay, spoke 
with Houston Voice on the condition of 
anonymity. He said he fears losing his job 
and tarnishing his reputation if his 
involvement in the case is publicized.

A grand jury in May indicted Aberdeen 
resident William Kenneth Jenigen on six 
counts of intentional exposure to HIV a

HE-"

William 
Kenneth 
Jenigen and 
Jay Lee Woods 
are scheduled 
to go on trial 
Sept. 16 on 
charges of 
intentionally 
exposing 
several sexual 
partners to 
HIV. (Brown 
County Sheriff's 
Office photos)

felony in South Dakota. The grand jury 
indicted his life partner, Jay Lee Woods, on 
three counts of intentional exposure to HIV

Each faces 45 to 90 years in prison on 
the charges, and their joint trial is sched­
uled to begin Sept. 16.

In a similar but unrelated case in South 
Dakota, an HIV-positive college student in 
Huron, S.C., pleaded guilty July 11 to 
intentionally exposing a woman to the 
virus that causes AIDS.

Nikko Briteramos, a 19-year-old basket­
ball player from Chicago, could be sentenced 
to 15 years in prison and a $15,000 fine, the 
Associated Press reported. Sentencing is set 
for Aug. 20. Briteramos is the first person 
prosecuted in South Dakota under a two- 

year-bld law that prohibits knowingly expos­
ing someone to the AIDS virus.

Mark McNeary, the state’s attorney in 
Brown County, S.D., where Aberdeen is 
located, said his office’s investigation 
revealed that Jenigen and Woods had sexu­
al contact with numerous individuals but 
did not tell their sexual partners they were 
HIV-positive before the encounters. Both 
defendants have pleaded not guilty

South Dakota’s law makes it a felony to 
intentionally expose someone to HIV infec­
tion by engaging in sexual intercourse or 
other intimate physical contact.

The 39-year-old man who contacted 
Houston Voice said that he had sexual rela­
tions without a condom with Jenigen as 
well as Woods, and that there are charges in 
his name pending against both men.

“Morally, they should have been more up 
front,” the man said. “But I do not believe a 
crime has been committed, and I am frus­
trated with the whole legal system.”

The man said someone he socialized 
with reported him and details about the 
sexual encounters and the men’s HIV sta­
tus to law enforcement officials.

“They knocked on my door and asked if 
they could ask me a few questions,” the 
man said. “I agreed, not realizing the 
result would be charges filed in my name 
against Bill and Jay”

McNeary, the Brown County state’s 

attorney, said the man was treated the 
same as all the other people who acknowl­
edged having sexual encounters with 
either or both defendants.

“He came in voluntarily and gave the 
information that he had had consensual 
sexual encounters, and that he was not 
told specifically that the individuals were 
HIV-positive,” said McNeary. “From the 
state of South Dakota’s standpoint, it’s 
left to the county state’s attorney’s office 
[whether to file charges].”

The man said that he “very much” 
remains friends with Jenigen and Woods 
but that the relationship is strained 
because court officials have instructed 
him and others involved in the case not to 
have contact with the defendants.

In May, public defender Scott Kuck, who 
is representing Jenigen, said he planned to 
argue that his client’s alleged sexual part­
ners knew of his HIV status, even though 
he did not tell them about it.

Jennifer Ring, executive director of the 
ACLU of the Dakotas, said issues like the 
one facing Jenigen and Woods should be 
handled as public health matters and not 
legal cases. Making it a crime to intention­
ally expose someone to HIV might make a 
person reluctant to work with public 
health officials to help identify other part­
ners with whom he or she was sexually 
active, she said.
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? around the nation
Rocker apologizes for new anti-gay remarks
DALLAS (AP) — Texas Rangers pitcher John Rocker 
issued a written apology Monday for anti-gay remarks 
he made toward patrons of a popular eatery. Rocker said 
he was with his girlfriend on Sunday at Breadwinners 
Cafe & Bakery when some customers began badgering 
and pestering him. Richard Garcia, who waited on 
Rocker and his girlfriend, said the ballplayer was not 
provoked. Garcia said Rocker called a male couple sit­
ting at a nearby table “fruitcakes” as he got up and left. 
Rocker said the unidentified patrons followed him out of 
the restaurant, located in a predominantly gay neigh­
borhood, and made an obscene gesture. “At that point, I 
admit I was angry and said some things I probably 
should not have said, but I wanted to make it clear their 
attentions were unwelcome,” Rocker said in the state­
ment. Rocker remains reviled by some for disparaging 
remarks he made about gays and minorities in a Sports 
Illustrated interview before the 2000 season, when he 
was a pitcher for the Atlanta Braves.

Former Atlanta Brave John Rocker,

Mi?

now a pitcher for the Texas Rangers, 
reportedly called a male couple 'fruit­
cakes' while eating at a Dallas restau­
rant. (Photo by Duane Burlson/AP)

Ohio high court allows 
lesbians' name change
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP)—The two mothers 
of baby Sarah Rylen now can share her last 
name, the one the lesbian couple created ■ 
using letters from their separate surnames 
and the one lower courts wouldn’t allow 
them to adopt. The Ohio Supreme Court 
said in a 6-1 ruling July 31 that the 
Hamilton couple must be allowed to change 
their names because they followed all 
required procedures and their intent was 
not fraudulent. “The court’s really saying 
you can’t apply a different set of laws to 
people just because they’re gay,” said Scott 
Knox, a lawyer for the couple, Belinda Lou 
Priddy and Jennifer Lane Bicknell. Justice 
Alice Robie Resnick wrote in the supreme 
Court’s majority opinion that the only 
issue before the court was whether the cou­
ple’s request to change their last names was 
reasonable and proper under state law. 
“Any discussion, then, on the sanctity of 
marriage, the well-being of society or the 
state’s endorsement of nonmarital cohabi­
tation is wholly inappropriate and without 
any basis in law or fact,” Resnick wrote.

Mass, gay marriage advocate 
fights to deny partner's rights
MILTON, Mass. — A gay marriage activist 
is fighting in court to deny rights to his 
former partner on the basis that 
Massachusetts law does not recognize 
their relationship, the Boston Globe 
reported. Joseph Barri, an attorney who 
is currently fighting to get newspapers to 
print gay union announcements, is argu­
ing that his former partner, Jack Venzer, 
should not be able to live in the home the 
couple renovated together and shouldn’t 
be treated as a stay-home spouse although 
Venzer says he quit his job to care for the 
couples’ children from previous mar­
riages. Barri said he tried to give Venzer 
“a very generous settlement, better than a 
spouse would receive.” But Venzer said 
Barri “left me penniless” and he has sued 
to get a judge to divide their property. 
Barri’s lawyer, Elaine Epstein, argued in 
court that the state doesn’t view same-sex 
unions as marriage so Venzer should only 
get assets covered by specific contracts.

Chicago school won't let 
gay teen wear high heels
CHICAGO — The assistant principal at 
Chicago High School for Agricultural 
Sciences, part of the Chicago Public 
Schools System, has forbidden a gay male 
student from wearing high heeled shoes to 
school, the Chicago Free Press reported. “I 
had on some high heels for about 10 min­
utes,” said the student, 15, whose name 
was not made public. “She told me as long 
as I was at the school, I would dress as a 
boy, that I would not wear anything femi­
nine.” CHSAS Assistant Principal Martha 
Hamilton also said the boy’s long hair was 
“offensive” in the July 24 conversation, the 
student said, Hamilton confirmed her 
position against the high heels. The school 
system has a policy banning discrimina­
tion on the basis of sexual orientation.

United Ways struggle with funding 
groups that ban gays
FARGO, N.D. (AP) — A local United Way 
committee in Fargo wants to withhold 
funding from area agencies that discrimi­
nate based on sexual orientation. If the rec­
ommendation is approved by the full 
board, which could vote as early as Aug. 13, 
it could halt $70,000 in annual funding to 
the Northern Lights Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America. The U.S. Supreme 
Court has ruled that the Boy Scouts may 
ban gays from serving as scouts and scout­
masters, and Scouts Executive Mark Holtz 
said his group would not be able to sign the 
United Way discrimination clause if the 
sexual orientation language is included. 
United Way board members said the issue 
could polarize donors during the upcoming 
fund-raising campaign, which seeks to net 
$3.2 million. Meanwhile, one California 
United Way is already experiencing fallout 
from its decision not to fund groups that 
discriminate against gays. Dennis Mark 
Weinberg gave $100,000 to the United Way 
of Ventura County, one of the largest indi­
vidual donations, but said he may stop giv­
ing because he wasn’t told about the deci­
sion, the Los Angeles Times reported. “It 
seems like they were trying to make this 
change in the shadows,” Weinberg said.

From staff and wire reports
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police beat
Death sentence for trans killer in NJ. overturned a second time
TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — New Jersey’s 
Supreme Court last week overturned the 
death sentence of the only woman on the 
state’s death row, a male-to-female transgen­
dered go-go dancer who admitted killing two 
police officers. The court ruled that jurors 
deciding the sentence of Leslie Ann Nelson, 
44, could have been confused by the judge’s 
instructions. It is the second time the high 
court has overturned Nelson’s death sen­
tence. The court did so previously in 1998, 
finding that prosecutors withheld informa­
tion. She was sentenced to death a second 
time in 2001. The ruling means a third jury 
could be called to decide Nelson’s fate. 
Attorney General David Samson said his 
office is considering a federal appeal. 
Nelson pleaded guilty in 1997 to killing two 
police officers on April 20,1995, opening fire 
after the officers went to her house to 
search for illegal weapons.

Leslie Ann Nelson, a transgendered go-go dancer 
convicted of killing two police officers, was 
spared the death sentence a second time when a 
New Jersey court overturned her sentence. 
(Photo by Al Schell/AP)

Death penalty sought in 
killing of gay Va. prisoner
ROANOKE, Va. — An inmate at Red Onion 
State Prison who threatened violence 
against gays has been charged with killing 
his gay cellmate, according to the Roanoke 
Times. Wise County Commonwealth 
Attorney Joe Carico said he will seek a 
death sentence for Joseph L. Armstrong, 
who was charged with capital murder in 
an indictment unsealed July 22. 
Authorities said Armstrong’s dislike for 
gays, disclosed in a search warrant filed 
after cellmate Kenneth Wayne Boothe was 
found strangled to death in May, is the 
“main motive” for the killing. According 
to the search warrant, Armstrong indicab 
ed in writing and in telephone conversa­
tions that he would cause “bodily harm” to 
gays. “The DOC does not inquire as to the 
sexual preference of inmates nor would we 
knowingly place an inmate in harm’s 
way,” said Larry Traylor, spokesperson for 
the DOC. The department’s policy on dou­
ble-occupancy cells does not specifically 
state that gay inmates should be separated 
from the general population.

Gay murder victims in New Zealand 
were friends, landlord says
TAURANGA, New Zealand — A gay 
Tauranga man fatally stabbed at a gay 
haunt July 28 was friends with another 
gay man who was murdered last year, 
reported the New Zealand Herald. John 
Hudson Rogers, a 52 year-old factory work­
er, died after being stabbed in the back 
while visiting a gay cruising spot at a pub­
lic restroom. The following day, Rogers’ 
landlord, who asked not to be named, said 
he met Jason Johnson at Rogers’ home 
just days before Johnson was killed. 
“[Rogers] used to look after wayward 
kids,” the landlord said. “When I first met 
him, I went around to the last house he 
owned and John introduced me to this guy 
‘J.J.,’ a gay Maori in his late 20s to early 
30s.” The man said a couple of weeks later, 
Rogers asked him if he had seen newspa­
per accounts of Johnson’s death. Johnson, 
31, was bludgeoned to death and run over 
by a car in July 2001.

Fiji police coercive, witness 
in gay murder trial charges
SUVA, Fiji — A houseboy described in 
court finding the bodies of Fiji Red Cross 
chief John Scott and his New Zealand 
partner Gregory Scrivener butchered in 
their Suva home, the New Zealand Herald 
reported last week. Atunaisa Tuburuarua, 
30, also accused five police officers of 
threatening to hurt him unless he made a 
false statement concerning an accused 
assailant in the July 1, 2001 incident. 
Tuburuarua was speaking in a prelimi­
nary hearing into murder charges against 
Apete Bauleka Kaisau, 24. In a statement 
to police the day after he found the bodies, 
Tuburuarua said that he recognized the 
man he saw running from the scene, and 
that that man was not Kaisau. But 
Tuburuarua recanted his story last month, 
saying he made the original statement 
because police threatened to hurl him into 
an empty swimming pool if he didn’t. 
After the killings, police said the accused 
had a relationship with the dead men and 
killed them in a rage over sexual exploita­
tion. But members of the Scrivener family 
believe the killings were political because 
Scott could have been called to give evi­
dence in a treason trial.

Australian man claims Bible 
prompted attacks on gays
MELBOURNE, Australia — The Bible’s 
denunciation of gays prompted a man to 
arm himself with a machete to go “poofter 
bashing” with four friends Feb. 28, the Age 
newspaper reported. Clint Allan Teariki, 
19, pleaded guilty to nine charges, includ­
ing armed robbery and intentionally caus­
ing serious injury for his part in premedi­
tated attacks on gay men. Nathan Lee Hill, 
18, also pleaded guilty to the same charges. 
Hill, Teariki and three other men attacked 
gay men and male prostitutes because they 
were seen to be soft targets who would not 
report their attacks to police, prosecutors 
said. The first victim was punched and 
kicked repeatedly. Teariki also hit him in 
the head with the machete. Sentencing is 
expected Aug. 12.

From staff and wire reports
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local news

Gay clubs welcome mainstream clientele
GAY BARS, continued from Page 1

former back entrance as its main entrance 
due to downtown construction that has 
Main Street largely closed.

Another embattled local club, the after- 
hours Nsomnia, will be open Friday and 
Saturday this weekend, but its future still 
remains in doubt after a late-July raid by 
law enforcement officials.

“Everything’s pretty much still up in 
the air,” said Nsomnia CEO Matt Locklin 
on Thursday. “I can’t really tell you from 
this point. We’re talking to some investors; 
we’re waiting for some answers.”

Agents with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission conducted an opera­
tion at Club Nsomnia on July 19 and forced 
operators to discontinue their BYOB 
(Bring Your Own Beer) procedures. The 
TABC alleges that the club was selling 
alcohol without a license.

Although Nsomnia remains open, dona­
tions to the after-hours club have been 
drastically reduced, almost cutting off 
funding for the AIDS Housing Coalition 
Houston, which is powered by funds from 
Nsomnia. Locklin is executive director and 
a co-founder of AHCH.

Challenges faced by these and other 
bars in the heavily gay Montrose area 
may illustrate an overall mainstream­
ing of once gay-specific businesses, 
some say.

“You have to diversify if you want to 
survive,” Rood said.

Exclusivity a challenge
Rood owned his first gay bar in 1972. 

Since then, he has operated a number of 
businesses, many of them gay-oriented.

“I have owned 23 restaurants, 11 bars 
and five hotels in 35 years, not all in this 
area,” he said.

Venture-N has been operating for 27 
years, he said, and once was exclusively a 
gay bar. Now, the crowd is more mixed.

The changes seem to reflect shifts in the 
neighborhood surrounding the establish­
ment. Rood pointed out that expensive 
townhouses now line the streets near 
Venture-N, bringing in people who would 
not have frequented the area in years past.

The gay club scene in Houston has changed dramatically in the last two decades with an influx of more 
straight party-goers into traditionally gay establishments, according to some longtime bar owners. Many 
gay businesses attempt to adapt with methods such as the new Diamond Jimm's club (pictured), which bills 
itself as 'gay owned and operated/straight-friendly.' (Photo by Dalton Dehart)
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“We have a yuppie neighborhood now,” 
Rood said. “I have to make business deci­
sions based on our environment.”

According to Rood, he is considering 
a business name change and plans to 
open a restaurant adjacent to Venture-N, 
where he said he has purchased proper­
ty. When downtown construction on the 
new light rail system is finished, a train 
station will be near the bar’s location, 
Rood said, and he wants to expand and 
serve the people who will pass through 
the neighborhood.

“We’re going to open a 24-hour restau­
rant,” he said. “There is a need in the com­
munity for a 24-hour gay-owned, gay-ori­
ented restaurant.”

Even so, such an establishment likely 
would have to cater to a mixed crowd and 
not only gay Houstonians.

“I don’t think anybody can be so exclu­
sive anymore, unfortunately,” Rood said. 
“Main Street is a mess, but you have to 
change with your neighborhood.”

Other clubs that cater to gays also have 
more mixed crowds than in years past, 
according to Rood. He said he would not 
even call some of them “gay clubs” any­
more due to the diverse clientele.

A spokesperson for South Beach, one of 
the most popular gay nightclubs in 
Montrose, referred questions on this topic 
to owner Charles Armstrong, who was out 
of town this week.

Mary’s...Naturally is the oldest gay 
bar in the city. Cliff Owen, a co-owner at 
Mary’s, said the establishment will con­
tinue to serve gay Houstonians, despite 
some rumors that the business might 
close. Although property developers 
have approached the owners, Owen said 
no changes are on tap for the bar in the 
near future.

He agreed with other club operators 
that the gay bar scene is getting tougher 
for those who make a living through it.

“We’ve noticed a definite drop in busi­
ness,” he said.

Long-time employee John Benavides 
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noted that although Mary’s welcomes all 
people, most of its clients are gay, as has 
always been the case.

“This bar has never been limited to just 
gay people. We’ve always considered our­
selves a community bar,” he said. “[But] 
our clientele is still majority gay.”

Strategy changes
Although some long-term gay clubs 

may seem “less gay” as the years pass, at 
least one of the newer gay bars in 
Montrose has managed to stay specific to 
its intended clientele so far.

Andy Pantos and Frank Luccia are 
co-owners of Meteor, 2306 Genesee, 
which opened about a year ago. Pantos 
said the lounge’s target audience has 

remained the same.
“Our clientele is primarily gay, and 

that’s the market that we targeted for all of 
our advertising,” he said. “We get a little 
bit of a mixed crowd on some days.”

But other than certain events, which 
draw different types of people, Meteor 
remains almost exclusively gay, Pantos said.

One of the newest gay bars in the city is 
Diamond Jimm’s, located near Bush 
Intercontinental Airport on the north side 
of Houston. The club bills itself as “gay 
owned and operated/straight-friendly,” 
and attracts mostly lesbians at this point, 
according to Scott Plummer, general man­
ager for Diamond Jimm’s.

Plummer said the bar’s policy is a play 
on many mainstream bars’ attitudes 
toward gays.

“Businesses for years have advertised 
that they are gay-friendly, [like] ‘we will 
tolerate you,”’ Plummer said. “We target 
gay — we are gay — we just allow the 
straight people to come play with us.”

The business opened in June and is 
owned by Jim Hale.

Welcoming both gay and straight clients 
just makes good business sense to long­
time community residents like Benavides.

“Right now, with the way all gay busi­
nesses are struggling to get business 
in...I don’t think anything to increase 
your business is a bad move,” he said. 
“Any bar that is a gay bar...should still 
welcome straight people in.”

AHCH waits for good news
In Montrose, the once-bustling Club 

Nsomnia’s after-hours crowd — largely 
made up of gay Houstonians — has dwin­
dled severely. Although the business is 
open, and some donations likely will come 
in, Locklin said the housing coalition that 
the club helps fund remains in jeopardy

“We’re in the process of reorganizing,” 
he said.

AHCH leaders are still doing referrals 
and specialized housing for AIDS clients, 
according to Locklin. Without the proceeds 
from Nsomnia — which has been the 
largest fund-raiser for the group — orga­
nizers are in search of private donations 
and looking at a future budget of less than 
half the $290,000 it utilized last year.

“The AHCH is not closed,” Locklin 
noted. “We’re just looking for some private 
funding.”

Mainly, the coalition is assisting one 
person at a time on a case-by-case basis, 
and Locklin said he is glad that most of its 
clients at the time of the TABC raid found 
other housing.

“Nobody ended up just walking the 
streets,” he said.

Although TABC agents have said they 
filed charges against at least one person in 
relation to the raid on Nsomnia, officials at 
the Harris County District Attorney’s 
Intake Division could not confirm that by 
press time this week.

A spokesperson in that office said such 
charges simply may not be entered into the 
agency’s computer system yet.
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Kevin Ivers to form consulting agency in D.C.
LOG CABIN, continued from Page 1

press spokesperson, the group was trans­
formed from a relatively unknown organi­
zation to a widely quoted, often sought- 
after voice on Republican-related issues by 
the national press.

“I’m heading in a new direction, but I 
will be a Log Cabin Republican for the rest 
of my life,” Ivers said in the LCR statement. 
“I’m very proud and honored to have served 
a cause I so deeply believe in for the last 10 
years. While I’m excited about moving into 
the private sector and starting my own com­
pany, nothing can compare to the experi­
ence of being at Log Cabin all these years.”

Ivers and Tafel were on vacation this 
week and could not be reached for comment.

Ex-RNC staffer replaces Ivers
Mead, Ivers’ replacement at LCR, worked 

on the staff of the Republican Nation 
Committee in Washington from 1986 to 1992 
and served as deputy director of the 
Kentucky Republican Party in 1991. He 
served on the board of the state gay group 
Georgia Equality from 1996 to 2000 and served 
on LCR’s national board from 1995 to 2002.

Mead met his partner, gay GOP activist 
Michael Brown, in an elevator at the RNC 
office in Washington, and the couple moved 
to Georgia in late 1992 — staying in the South 
“for the Clinton years, plus one,” Mead said.

Former Georgian Mark Mead is to replace Kevin Ivers 
as public affairs director for the Log Cabin Republicans.

While in Georgia, both Mead and 
Brown held leadership roles in gay politi­
cal groups. Brown served as president of 
the Georgia Log Cabin Republicans from 
1998-1999. Mead served on Log Cabin’s 
national board of directors from 1995 until 
he resigned this year to take the staff post, 
and served as political action committee 
co-chair for Georgia Equality, a nonparti­
san statewide gay group.

Correspondent Laura Douglas-Brown contributed 
to this report.

Former Georgian to head 
Log Cabin's public affairs
By LAURA DOUGLAS-BROWN and 
LOU CHIBBARO JR.

Gay Republican activist Mark Mead, a 
former Georgia resident, has been named 
to replace Kevin Ivers as director of public 
affairs for the national gay group Log 
Cabin Republicans.

“I’ve got really big shoes to fill,” Mead 
said this week. “Kevin [Ivers] was a real 
press hound, and his hardwork and dedi­
cation are very much appreciated.”

Mead holds a journalism degree from 
the University of Mississippi and has a 
long resume of GOP positions.

“Mary Matalin gave me my first job in 
1985, when I went to work for the 
Republican National Committee,” Mead 
said. “My first political job was working in 
the office of the co-chairman of the RNC, 
and Mary Matalin was the chief of staff.”

Pursuing gay political work in 
Georgia helped Mead see that gay rights 
can find support even in seemingly 
unfriendly areas, he said. He pointed to 
an incident in 1997, the first year Log 

Cabin had a booth at the Georgia 
Republican Party convention.

“Our banner had a bust of Lincoln on 
it, and a little old lady tottered up and was 
fussing about us being there,” Mead 
recalled. “I asked her what offended her, 
and she said the picture of Lincoln, 
‘because he burned this place down.’

“She didn’t care a whit that we were 
gay,” Mead said. “She just didn’t like 
Lincoln because of the Civil War.”

Mead and Brown moved from Atlanta 
to Seattle in December 2000 because of a 
job transfer for Brown, and the couple 
moved to Washington in January.

Bob Steers, chair of the LCR board, did 
not return a call by press time.

0 FOR INFO
Log Cabin Republicans 
160717th St, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 
202-347-5306 
www.lcr.org
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viewpoint

Hands off 
our circuit
Who would have thought that Congress would take aim 
at ravers, forcing us to fight for our right to party? 
That's what the RAVE Act will do in the wrong hands.
By CHRIS CRAIN

VER SINCE THE Pilgrims 
first turned up their noses 
at the way Native 
Americans danced, we 
have struggled in this 
country with the tempta­
tion to lash out whenever

others seemed like they were having 
just a little too much fun.

Remember the movement to burn early 
rock ‘n’ roll records? Or the prosecutors 
who pursued Larry Flynt or the rap group 
2 Live Crew? Remember “Footloose”?

That sort of puritanical jealousy 
may not be the specific legislative 
intent behind the RAVE Act now work­
ing its way through the United States 
Senate, but there’s a significant risk 
that at least some prosecutors will read 
it that way. And just as disturbing, far 
too-many gays who ought to know bet­
ter have reacted to news of the RAVE 
Act in similar knee-jerk fashion.

U.S. Sen. Joe Biden.(D-Del.) has said 
that he introduced the bill, which in long 
form is called the Reducing Americans’ 
Vulnerability to Ecstasy Act, as a way of 
applying an existing federal law, the 
Crack House Act, to prosecute those rave 
party organizers who Biden claims use 
the events as a means of selling ecstasy 
and other illegal “club drugs,” often to 
teenagers. In those specific cases, Biden 
claims, the rave parties themselves exist 
for the primary purpose of selling drugs, 
much like a crack house is occupied pri­
marily as a drug marketplace.

The problem with the RAVE Act, how­
ever, isn’t its laudable goal of tracking 
down those few rave party promoters 
who run their parties like crack houses, 
but with better lights and music. The 
devil of the RAVE Act is in the details, 
specifically the legislation’s very broad 
language, which would ensnare anyone

who “knowingly” profits from an event 
where illegal drugs are distributed or 
used. That would include plenty of legiti­
mate club owners, managers and promot­
ers, who may be aware of — or even turn 
a blind eye — to illegal drug use, but 
whose primary goal is to throw a party, 
and make money from that enterprise.

The penalties for violating the RAVE 
Act are pretty severe: a fine up to $250,000 
plus two times the gross receipts of any 
event found in violation of the law.

That’s the sort of sanction that could 
scare away legitimate club owners and 
promoters, not to mention the small vol­
unteer committees that are behind 
many of the most popular events that 
make up the gay party circuit. Circuit 
parties have raised millions of dollars 
over the years for gay rights and AIDS 
causes, creating along the way a sizable 
gay subculture enjoyed by thousands.

Chip Unruh, a spokesperson for 
Biden, has done his best to be reassur­
ing that his boss isn’t a puritanical 
party pooper. He says that despite the 
legislation’s name, it is not aimed at 
rave or. circuit culture.

“This will not go after legitimate 
dance parties where drugs may be used,” 
Unruh told Houston Voice. “It will go 
after events and clubs that blatantly pro­
mote themselves as places where drugs 
are welcome and widely used.”

IF JOE BIDEN were chief prosecu­
tor in every jurisdiction in this country, 
then Unruh’s reassurance would pro­
vide a little more comfort. But federal 
prosecutors are appointed by the presi­
dent, and the current occupant of the 
White House relies fairly heavily on an 
uber-conservative by the name of John 
Ashcroft, his attorney general, to hand­
pick U.S. attorneys.

With all that prosecutorial discre­
tion in the hands of men (and a few 
women) selected by an attorney general 
who clearly is puritanical, the RAVE 
Act is much more likely to be stretched 
to its legal limits. This is, after all, the 
same John Ashcroft who has trampled 
over civil liberties while pushing the 
envelope on anti-terrorism legislation. 
And Ashcroft appointees are much 
more likely to use the broad language 
of the RAVE Act in a backdoor effort to 
shut down raves and gay circuit par­
ties, and to enforce existing federal 
laws against the sale or use of ecstasy 
and other club drugs.

SHAME ON THE gay men and les­
bians out there who can’t see through 
the RAVE Act, since they would be the 
first to scream their own cherished free­
doms were similarly targeted by conser­
vatives. Shame on our organizations, 
especially the Human Rights Campaign, 
for sitting this dance out.

Unfortunately, many lesbians and 
gay men harbor a great deal of resent­
ment for the “circuit party” set. These 
“muscle Marys” circuit boys are dis­
missed as self-absorbed, drug-addled, 
non-contributing members of the gay 
community. That’s undoubtedly true for 
some of them, but it’s undoubtedly false 
for others — many others.

The movement for gay civil rights is 
at least in part about not allowing a 
majoritarian culture to impose its will on 
gay culture, in all its varied forms. It is a 
movement about preserving individual 
freedoms, and for our community, how 
and where and with whom we party and 
dance is a significant part of who we are.

The RAVE Act won’t outlaw gay 
male subculture, or even circuit par­
ties, but as written it represents a trou­
bling step toward government acting in 
loco parentis, telling us what’s best for 
us. Raves and gay circuit parties are 

’ especially vulnerable because they are 
strange and threatening to the likes of 
Biden and other baby boomer legisla­
tors, and certainly to Ashcrofites. 
That’s why you won’t see a ROCK Act 
targeting concert promoters where 
marijuana is the drug of choice. ’

Have we finally seen the day, as the 
Beastie Boys predicted we would, when 
we must fight for our right to 
party?

Chris Crain is 
executive editor of 

Houston Voice and 
can be reached at 
ccrain@window-mediacom



HOUSTON VOICE www.houstonvoice.com AUGUST 9, 2002 9

Viewpoint ELLA TYLER

A little homework now can help all 
voters be informed and ready to 
cast ballots on Election Day

Study, then vote
IT IS ALWAYS DIFFICULT TO START A 
column about becoming an informed voter, 
a piece that has to potential to be over­
whelmingly dull, no matter what you say.

Fortunately, just as my deadline 
approached, the answer appeared in my e- 
mail “In” box. See www.evilGOPbas- 
tards.com, recommended community 
activist Dalia Stokes. Dalia, president of 
River Oaks Area Democratic Women (ROAD 
Women), is a highly partisan Democrat with 
a sense of humor about her prejudices. So, 
this site is not the place for objective politi­
cal information, but it’s a lot more fun than 
the League of Women Voters.

The first step in becoming an informed 
voter is to decide just who you need to 
know about. Although there are more 
than 150 candidates on the November bal­
lot, you will not be voting for all of them. 
In Harris County, sample ballots and can­
didate lists are swollen by candidates in 
seven congressional races and 25 state 
representative races, but each voter may 
vote in only one (each) of these races.

To find out which district you live in, 
look at your 2002/2003 voter registration 
card. These are a bright gold color. The dis­
tricts you live in are listed at the top right. 
It is important to use the current voter reg­
istration card, because boundaries of many 
districts were redrawn following the Census 
and you might not be in the same districts 
you have been in for the past 10 years.

I am in a new State Senate district and 
new State Representative district, and 
though I live in the same congressional 

district, my Congressman, Ken Bentsen, 
is not running for re-election.

If you do not have your voter registra­
tion card, you can check to see if, and at 
what address, you are registered by calling 
the Tax Assessor Collector’s office at 
713-368-2000, or using the Web site, 
www.tax.co.harris.tx.us.gov. On the Web 
site, you see your voter registration certifi­
cate and also get a list of your current 
elected officials. It’s very handy; I’m not 
sure that I ever knew who my State Board 
of Education member was. Straighten out 
any issues about where you are registered 
and how your name is spelled now. It is 
easy to fix now, hard to fix on Election Day.

NOW, FIGURE OUT WHO THE 
candidates are. This is not as easy as one 
would expect. The County Clerk still does­
n’t have a sample ballot for the November 
election on the Web site, and, as a matter 
of fact, the ballot is still being finalized.

There are judicial races that have opened 
up since the primaries and the party execu­
tive committees will be choosing party nom­
inees for those slots. However, the Web site 
www.cclerkhctx.net does have results of pre­
vious elections if you want to know how 
your precinct votes in the canvass results. It 
also has or will have information about 
early voting and mail ballots and how to use 
the new electronic voting machines.

The party Web sites do list the party’s 
nominees for each office and often include 
links to their Web sites. The Harris County 
Republican site is www.harriscountygop.com,

jSl Ella Tyler is a freelance writer for 
yXI Houston Voice and a longtime political 

activist in Houston. She may be reached 
via editor@houstonvoice.com.

QUICI<
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and the Democrats’ site is www.hcdp.org. The 
candidate lists are found in the Election 2002 
key on both these sites.

Greens are at www.harriscountygreen- 
party.org. They do not have a full slate of 
candidates, but offer someone else to vote 
for in several races. Several Green Party 
candidates were endorsed by the Houston 
Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus. 
Libertarian candidates are listed on the 
state party’s Web site, www.lptexas.org.

Three other useful sites for gay voters 
are www.lwvhouston.org, 
www.votepva.org, and www.hglpc.org. 
These are for the League of Women 
Voters, Progressive Voters in Action and 
Houston Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus.

WITH THESE SITES AS A BEGINNING, 
you find out almost anything you want to 
know about politics here. You can use the 
local sites to connect to state and national 
sites. You can read the Texas Republican 
Party platform for yourself, and see if the 
Democrats are exaggerating how anti-gay it is.

You can see if candidates are even talking 
about issues that you care about. If you want 
to decide for yourself whether Tom Delay can 
be beaten by the right Democrat, look at past 
election results on the County Clerk’s page.

There are links to the ethics commission, so 
you can see who is funding the candidates.

If you vote regularly, you will be get­
ting mail from some candidates, although 
some candidates only mail to voters who 
are identified as voters of their party, gen­
erally because of part primary voting. If 
you call a campaign, they will generally 
send you the information you request.

I keep all that stuff in a pile on my 
desk until close to election time, then 
compare the candidates. I also go out and 
get the League of Women Voters guide 
from the library and save newspaper clip­
pings. Even still, I’m sometimes surprised 
when I look at a sample ballot before I go 
vote. I try to do this before Election Day, 
so I can call someone I trust for advice.

Being an informed voter — no matter 
what political party you support — simply 
takes a little preparation and research. 
Everyone can be part of democracy in 
action — but be sure you do your home­
work so you can cast a ballot for the candi­
dates who support issues important to you.

DykeS ch OvL^foT by Alison Bechdel
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you're a piece of work.
TENURE HAS BEEN THE SOLE 

focus of Your existence since 
i met you, and now that 

YouVe got rr, You act like 
rrs A LTTE sentence.

HE WAS PLAY­
ING frogger, 

for CR/SSAKES.

shortiy., [ 
r' -1- -*■
HERE'S TO A SIX 

Year investment 
THAT PAP OFF.

WELL, consider rrs 
TAKING BUSH'S APPROVAL 
RATINGS DOWN with it, so 

am T. HERE'S TO THE 
DEMOCRATS not blowing 
THE MIDTERM ELECTIONS.

COME on, they wantto 
CELEBRATE Me getting 

tenure. I KNOW, I KNOW, 
BIG PEAL. BUT WE SHOULD

I'M TIRED OF LISTEN NG TO 
AMERICANS WHINE ABOUT THEIR 
PORTFOLIOS WHEN.A WU-ION 
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GOD, AMERICANS 
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PEOPLE.

CLARICE, YOU'RE SO NAIVE. A ”PRE-EMPTNE DEFENSIVE INTER­
VENTION1’ IN IRAQ IN THE NEXT MONTH OR SO, AND THE REPUB­
LICANS ARE IN LIKE FLYNN. THEN THEY CAN FOCUS ON DISEM­
BOWELING THE CONSnrUTTON AND SETTING UP A MILITARY 
police state here in the #%@ing fatherland, oh, ex­

cuse me, I MEANTTHE ^Yo^ING HOMtlAND^H—p-

ARE THESE
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THAT WAY.
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e-Mail first.
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STARTING AT 

$25,600 
2002 FREELANDER

Oo/oAPR*

THE ALL-NEW FREELANCER (SEE ABOVE).
IT'S EVERY BIT A LAND ROVER (SEE BELOW).

2002 Automobile Magazine All-Stiir At^arJ for Best Stnall Sport-utility Vehicle

STANDARD CAPABILITY
Permanent all-wheel drive 

Four-channel, all-terrain anti-lock brakes 
Hill Descent Control 
24-valve V-6 engine

Five-speed automatic transmission, 
featuring CommandShift

Monocoque body with integrated structural frame rails 
Four-wheel Electronic Traction Control

Room for five with 60/40 split-folding rear seat

STANDARD LUXURY
Eight-speaker, in-dash CD audio 

Heated front windshield 
Power dual heated mirrors 

Power windows
Power dcx)r locks with remote keyless entry

Power retractable rear cargo window
Alloy wheels, including full-size alloy spare 

Perimeter security system with engine immobilizer 
Four years of roadside assistance

LAND ROVER 
HOUSTON

7019 Old Koiy Road
(713) 293-6100 

Mon.-Fri. 9:00-7:00 • Sat 9:00-6:00 
ww. land roverhouston .com

HO 
zv MemorialI 

z

AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
he Southwest's Largest Land Rover Centre

APR up to 36 months with approved credit. See Land Rover Houston for details. Med time offer.

THE NEW FREELANCER * DISCOVERY • RANGE
THE LAND ROVER EXPERIENCE

Licensed by Supreme Court of Texas and U.S. District Court 
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

• Credit Card Debt
• Foreclosure

• Repossession

Keeling Law Firm
901 N. Post Oak Road 

Houston, TX 77024

713-68'6-2222
Free Consultation

oil the record
“Overnight, [New York Mets catcher] Mike 

Piazza wouldn’t be able to play at a certain level, 
if he was gay. If people put pressure on one 
superstar athlete whose coming out experience 
is negative — let’s say his career ends — then it 
will have a negative effect on hundreds or thou­
sands of people.”

Billy Bean, a former San Diego Padre who 
came out after retiring from baseball, on criticism 
he has taken for suggesting in interviews, and

while playing himself on a recent episode of the HBO drama “Arli$$, ” 
that gay players should remain in the closet until the climate improves. 
Piazza has denied rumors that he is gay. (Miami Herald, Aug. 5)

“I hope you die of AIDS, I hope you cease to exist.”
A remark attributed this week to Major League 

Baseball pitcher John Rocker, formerly with the 
Atlanta Braves and now with the Texas Rangers, in a 
confrontation with a male couple in a restaurant in a 
popular gay neighborhood of Dallas, Tex. Rocker 
denies making the comments and says he was provoked 
by sexually suggestive comments from the couple. (Gay 
& Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation, Aug. 6)

“I am coming over and fuck Eminem to sort him out. He probably 
has a small dick. I’d like to fuck him anyway. Tie him up. Fuck him 
and hear him moan: ‘Fag, do it again/Fag, do it again/Yo, Eminem.’”

Boy George on rapper Eminem (Washington Blade, Aug. 9)

“Tammy came home a couple days ago and went, ‘You told everyone 
we slept together on the second date!’ I went, T did? [Gasp] Oh I did.
Oops.’ [She chuckles.] She’s holding 
it over my head for a long time. She’s 
gonna get a lot out of that one.”

Lesbian rocker Melissa 
Etheridge, who earlier said in an 
interview in the August issue of Out 
magazine that she and girlfriend 
Tammy Lynn Michaels had sex on the 
second date (Houston Voice, Aug. 2)

“To me, keeping an eye on people working on HIV prevention at the 
CDC is like keeping an eye on Enron and the firms that do accounting 
for Enron. Why are we funding them if they do the same bad things 
over and over again?”

An unnamed staffer for a Republican member of Congress, responding 
to ongoing audits of the HIV prevention and safe-sex programs funded 
by the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (Fox News, July 29)

“We don’t do liposuction on anorexics. Why amputate the genitals of 
these poor men? Surely the fault is in the mind, not the member.”

Dr. Paul R. McHugh, recently appointed by the Roman Catholic Church 
to the lay panel reviewing allegations of sexual abuse by priests, in an 

earlier published essay (New York Times, Aug. 5)

“It’s just as well. You know how hard it is to get a 
sitter?”

“Will & Grace”star Eric McCormack after he 
found out he was the only member of the show’s 
primary four cast members not to be nominated for 
an Emmy (TV Guide, Aug. 10)
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Immigration Laws Can Tear a Relationship Apart
Town Hall Meeting on Permanent Partners Immigration Act, Aug. 19 — 7 p.m., Houston, TX

Learn what can be done to help thousands of same-sex couples 
divided by international borders.

When: Monday, Aug. 19 — 7 p.m.
Where: Bering Memorial United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall, 1440
Harold St., Houston, TX
Hosted by: Annise Parker, Houston City Council member

Panelists: Sharon Alexander, Human Rights Campaign staff counsel; the Rev. Marilyn Meeker-Williams,
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church; Alice Gruber, immigration attorney; John Nechman, Lesbian 

& Gay Immigration Rights Task Force; Marta Donayre, National Center for Lesbian Rights; binational 
couples willing to share their stories, and Sheila Jackson Lee, U.S. Representative from Texas.

For information, contact Charlcye Sells at HoustonHRCPC@flash.net or 713/782-8962.

Co-sponsors: Gulf Coast GLBT Immigration Project; Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund; law firm of Tindall & Foster; Lesbian and 
Gay Immigration Rights Task Force; Love Sees No Borders; National Center for Lesbian Rights; National Organization for Women - UH 
Chapter; Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays; Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Issues Section of the State Bar of Texas; 
Stonewall Lawyers Association of Greater Houston; Texas Gender Advocacy and Information Network; Texas Human Rights Foundation

HUMAN
RIGHTS
CAMPAIGN®

' <:J?’ ;

J

WINDOWMIDIA, LLC 

parent company to: 
Houston Voice - Texas 
Southern Voice - Southeast 
Washington Blade - Washington D.C. 
New York Blade News - New York 
Eclipse Magazine - South

is seeking dynamic Sales Leaders to join our growing company. 
If you have a proven track record, and are results driven, we 
can give you the biggest sales area in the country. We offer 

competitive salaries as well as benefits. We are an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.

Please send all resumes
E-mail: employment@windowmedia.com

Fax: 202-478-1663

ISN'T IT TIME?

GET TESTED
FREE ANONYMOUS HIV/STD TESTING

Houston Area Community Services 
3730 Kirby Dr. Suite 1165 • Houston, TX 77098 

713-526-0555 ext. 226
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August 11 • “Have You 
Opened Your Gift?” 
Rev. Janet Parker

Maranatha
Fellowship

Metropolitan 
Community Church

"Building Community Through Compassion"

Church Service 
begins at 10am and 
nursery is available 
for small children. 
Mid-week “Home 

Group” services on 
Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.

Please Join Us For 
Praise and Worship at our 
Sunday Morning Service 
And Experience The Love 

That Maranatha Fellowship 
MCC Has To Offer!

3333 Fannin, Suite 106, at ioAM
Church office 713-528-6756 • E-mail maranatha@evl.net 

www. maranathamcc. com

The Reform Church
A of GolveAtou, Tcxoa

iVe would like to extend 
an invitation for all 

to come worship with us 
at 11am Sunday.

Father Tom Martin, pastor

5712 Broadway 
Galveston, TexaA77550 

409.765.8500

Sundays at 9am & 11 am 
Wednesdays at 7pm

Noche Espiritual 
(Spanish service) 
Saturdays at 6pm

2025 W. 11th St. @ T C.Jester • 713-861-9149 • 
www.resurrectionmcc.org .

■
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Sates

got Jesus?

find Him at
Community Gospel Church

713-880-9235

The________ _

KOLBE
Project

lOSOHeigl-rtsBhd.
Houston, TX. //(X^

ph.7kT86l.l8(X)

CALENDAR

Friday ♦ August 9
Morning Prayer 10am

Movie Night 7pm 
"A Beautiful Mind"

Saturday • August 10
Breakfast 9:30am

Monday • August 12
Eucharist 7:30pm

Wednesday • August 14
Maximilian Kolbe Feast Day
Eucharist and reception 7pm

Friday • August 16
Morning Prayer 1 Oam

Monday • August 19
Eucharist 7:30pm

Friday • August 23
Morning Prayer lOam

Movie Night 7pm 
"The Royal Tenenbaums"



HOMEFRONT: The search for collectibles can be a fun 
one for those with the time and a strategy. Page 16

THEATER: Mildred's Umbrella Theater Company will present 'Eros: A Circus' on 
Aug. 15 as a benefit for the Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Page 15
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By ARJAN TIMMERMANS

m
OT A LOT OF PEOPLE KNOW THAT BOY 
GEORGE STARTED his musical career at the 
turntables in 1979, long before he became the 
extravagant epicenter of early ’80s glam-pop as the 
lead singer of Culture Club. Not long after the 
band broke up, Boy George decided to return to his 
love for dance music and launched a highly successful DJ career.

Now the Boy is back with a new dance compilation CD, “A Night Out 
with Boy George: A DJ Mix” (Moonshine 2002). The album features 
eclectic, freestyling tracks that range from drum ‘n base and techno, to 
house and disco. Boy George decided to trust his own musical taste, 
going with small label, indie dance tunes that are often overlooked by 
big-shot producers and their diva-whaling compilation CDs.

Boy George is known as much for his outspoken candor as his music, 
including a recent tiff with fellow ’80s survivor Madonna. He was at it 
again in a candid interview with the Voice. He shared his disgust for 
corporate record labels and his disappointment with the gay dance 
scene. He mocks fellow queer Elton John and wound things up with a 
playful rage about Eminem.

Houston Voice: How did your new album come about?
Boy George: I recorded this album for ... Moonshine Records. They 

really allowed me to pick my own favorite dance tunes for the album. I 
made a number of albums for other labels before and was often dictat­
ed to put certain tracks on the record. I think there are so many compi­
lations out there with the same songs on it. Overall, I wanted this 
album to be a reflection of what I play in the clubs.

Voice: Where do see yourself on the dance spectrum as a DJ?
Boy George: In general I play across the board, from old classic 

tunes to tougher, edgier sounds. I don’t really have one style. It very 
much depends on the size of the audience. In America, my audiences 
are generally smaller than in the U.K. When the audience gets bigger, 
they will also dictate you what to play and if you are a D J with any 
kind of integrity, you fight against that.

Voice: How important is your gay fan base?
Boy George: Ha. I don’t have a gay fan base, really.
Voice: You don’t?
Boy George: No, I play everywhere. Most of the DJ gigs in America 

were in gay clubs and on big parties, but I am pretty mainstream in the 
U.K. The gay scene in the U.K. is very clique-y. It’s more about who you 
sleep with than how good you are.

Voice: Is there a difference between D J-ing in America and England?
Boy George: I think the U.K. scene is more vibrant because kids 

have been clubbing since a very early age. American kids can’t do that 
until they are 21. So my audience in the U.K. is much younger. I found 
when I play in America, some people in the audience are Culture Club 
fans just staring at me. From a DJ point of view, that is kind of boring. 
It is not a Boy George concert. It is to dance, you know. I think I have 
success in cities where there is already an established dance culture. 
People there realize I am not there to sing “Karma Chameleon.”

Voice: How do you find it to be labeled as a gay artist ?
Boy George: I don’t see myself as a gay artist. Now that I am get­

ting older, the word gay doesn’t make any sense to me anymore. Plus, 
all the guys I sleep with tell me they’re straight anyway. Sexuality is 
such a modern thing. If you go back to the Roman, times, guys were 
sucking everything, you know.

I think there is no difference between being gay and being a fire­
man. You are what you are, and that’s the end of it. Some people have 
called me the world’s most famous gay man. That can work in your 
favor or it can work against you. Actually, it cuts all the crap out. If you 
meet a guy, you can skip all the small talk and get right to it.

Voice: Do you think there is a difference between being gay in 
America and in England?

A 'rebellious' Boy George on Eminem: 'I am coming over and fuck Eminem to sort him 
out He probably has a small dick. I'd like to fuck him anyway. Tie him up. Fuck him and 
hear him moan: "Fag, do it again/Fag, do it again/Yo, Eminem.'" (Photo by Tim Roney)

the boy is back
Still outrageous after all these years, Boy George dishes on 
circuit parties, his latest remix CD, and why Eminem really 
needs some TLC (and more) from the Boy himself

Boy George: Well, I think in America the 
gay thing is so much more political. It is in the 
nature of Americans to be more active and 
explicit. In England, kids come out much 
younger and that makes a big difference. It is a 
cultural difference, actually.

Voice: What are some of the things that 
inspire you musically?

Boy George: Boys and baselines! Things like 
that are sexy That is what it is all about for me. 
Hard house turns me off. That is totally horri­
ble, anemic gay disco for straight people. To me 
it is like war music, music for angry people who 
can’t dance, and who have not found their G- 
spot yet. It is like if you don’t know how to 
swing your hip, get off the dance floor! Gays at 
least know how to use their hips.

Voice: What do you think of the circuit 
dance scene in America?

Boy George: I find it interesting.
Dance music comes from the gay dfl 
scene, but there is an assimilation 
in the gay dance community which ■ 
is resulting in a loss of identity 
Similarly, in the U.K., a lot of people 
think that the gay culture began with ■ 
Kylie Minogue’s ass. They have no 
sense of their history you know.

Voice: Why do you think that has 
happened?

Boy George: A lot of it is political.
The great thing of the ’80s was that JH 
you had Thatcherism and
Reaganism, and gays had some- 
thing to rally against. Today’s ■
pop has no substance. It worries
me that these dreary, polished, pop bands are rul­
ing and are not embracing the emotional base of 
their culture. I think in America people like Busta 
Rhymes and Missy Ehiott are most interesting.

Voice: How about Eminem?
Boy George: I think he is really clever, but 

he is just a wanker. He is angry about 
some shit, man. He needs to have some- 
thing up the ass, if you know what I 
mean ... I think the duet Elton John 
did with Eminem was like dancing 
with the devil. Elton John lives in 
this rather sad cultural bubble. I ; >
don’t think he did it out of malice, 
but he probably thought “Eminem is 
cool, so I want a bit of that.” I would 
rather work with somebody really inter- j 
esting. I would not work with Britney

Spears. Why? I don’t want her fucking audience.
Voice: Do you think then that today’s pop music 

is lacking musical originahty as opposed to the ’80s?
Boy George: Yeah. Obviously Eminem is very 

intelligent, but he is a brat. He probably needs 
like three years of therapy and big, hot cock up 
his ass. Maybe Dr. Dre can do it, who knows. My 
point is that there are enough of things to say 
without attacking gay people, like Eminem does.

Voice: Are you surprised however that his 
records are selling so well?

Boy George: Selling millions of records doesn’t 
mean anything. People are buying shit paintings. 
Arms dealers are selling weapon heads to Iraq. 
Some of the worst things in the world are successful; 

it doesn’t mean they are respectable.
■k Voice: Eminem is really both­

ering you, isn’t he?
& Boy George: You know what?

I am coming over and fuck 
Eminem to sort 
him out. He 

9r probably has a 
■ small dick. I’d 
~ like to fuck him 
anyway Tie him 
up. Fuck him and 

hear him moan: 
“Fag, doit 
again/Fag, do it 
again/Yo, 

Eminem.” I am 
going to use that • 

line. You will 
k. hear itsoon.
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THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Call us for your next out-of-town guest!
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Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • Jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center 

We do catered events for up to 200 people!
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224 
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com 

YOU'LL LOVE IT!

WHERE

Houston
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isle PENNY WEAVER

'Eros: A Circus' among new and 
ongoing plays now before 
Houston theater audiences

Circus takes the stage
‘Eros: A Circus’

Mildred’s Umbrella Theater Company 
presents erotic pyrotechnics in “Eros: A 
Circus” by John Harvey The play features 
Jennifer Decker, David Anderson and John 
Wind and opens this weekend at Helios. 
The production is a surreal leap through 
love as a ringmaster, an acrobat and a tum­
bler eat duck, play chess, assault each 
other and argue about love and death as 
they rehearse scenes from “Eros: A 
Circus.” A play within a play, this piece 
juggles Greek myths and concentration 
camps, suicide and sex, as characters 
begin to reveal how desire unravels their 
lives as they try to prepare for an evening’s 
performance. The troupe will perform the 
play on Aug. 15 at Helios as a benefit for 
the Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center. Cost is a donation of $10.

dflpte Tros: A Circus'
8 p.m. Aug. 9-31 • Tickets: $10 
Helios • 411 Westheimer 
Mildred's Umbrella Theater Company 
832-418-0973 or 713-869-9717 
E-mail: mildredsumbrella@hotmail.com

‘The Face on the Barroom Floor’
Theatre Suburbia presents “The Face 

on the Barroom Floor” or “Glimpsed 
Through the Sawdust” by Tim Kelly, a 
comic “mellerdrammer” in three acts with 
OLIO entertainment. The audience is invit­
ed to cheer the manly hero, console the 
downtrodden heroine, boo and hiss the das­
tardly villain and pelt him with popcorn.

"The Face on the
Barroom Floor'
8:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays through Aug. 24 
3 p.m. Sundays, Aug. 11 & 18 • Tickets:
$10 adults, $9 seniors and students, $8 matinees 
Theatre Suburbia • 1410 W. 43rd St. 
713-682-3525 • www.theatresuburbia.com

‘Tamalalia 7: The Love Show’
A one-woman show, with a cast of 30, 

“Tamalalia” is an original musical extrav­
aganza. This installment is all about love 
and features Tamarie Cooper in her very 
own Harlequin romance — with a twist.

Jamalalia 7:
The Love Show'
8 p.m. Aug. 9 & 10,15-17 • Tickets: $10-15 
The Axiom • 2524 McKinney
Infernal Bridegroom Productions 
713-522-8443 • www.infernalbridegroom.com

‘Romeo & Juliet: Sex & Love at Holy 
Cross High’

Theatre New West presents “Romeo & 
Juliet: Sex & Love at Holy Cross High,”

John Wind (front), Jennifer Decker and David 
Anderson star in 'Eros: A Circus,' presented by 
Mildred's Umbrella Theater Company and now play­
ing at Helios. An Aug. 15 performance of the play 
benefits the Houston Lesbian & Gay Community 
Center. (Photo by Cheyenne Bsaies)

starring Rob Nash, a former Houstonian 
now living in New York. Johnny and Maria 
have broken up (again) and must portray 
two star-crossed lovers onstage while mak­
ing each other jealous backstage.

'Romeo & Juliet: Sex 
& Love at Holy Cross High' 
8 p.m. Through Aug. 17, Thurs., Fri. & Saturday 
Tickets: $18-20 • Theatre New West 
1415 California St. • 713-394-0464

‘Cabaret’
Christopher Ayres is director/choreog- 

rapher and Claudia Dyle is musical direc­
tor for “Cabaret,” now playing at Country 
Playhouse in Houston. This is the first 
local theater to perform the musical while 
it is still on the Broadway stage.

digPB) 'Cabaret'
8 p.m. weekends • Through Aug. 10
2 p.m. Sunday matinees, July 28 and Aug. 4
Tickets: $19 • Country Playhouse
12802 Queensbury • 713-467-4497
www.countryplayhouse.org

‘The Three-Cornered Hat’
Main Street Theater this month offers 

“The Three-Cornered Hat,” a lyrical love 
story based on Pedro Antonio de Alarcon’s 
novella about a miller and his beautiful 
wife who find their love constantly tested.

The Three-Cornered Hat'
Through Aug. 17 • Tickets: $20 and up 
Main Street Theater at Chelsea Market 
4617 Montrose Blvd. • 713-524-6706 
www.mainstreettheater.com

Held over thjflug^1 August!
® n i' o

Reservations & Info:
^13-426’2626

Fridays & 
Saturdays 

at 8pm!

g WK y VW 
mJ 

BOYS 
SINGING
The Original, Outrageous, 
Hilarious Musical Revue

Bienvenue Theatre • 3722 Washington Ave

t A S

www. woodl an d seen ter. o rg

PEPSI

SATURDAY, 
AUGUST IO I

)OTOREST
ONAL »AK«

MtniMir*

713-625-AMEX

ffjCcUl I

ON SALE THIS SATURDAY AT 1 OAM!

Melina GtltcrUac
. VC

$

Get Tickets At QQ.CQM
Tickets also available at all outlets including Foley’s and Wherehouse
Music or charge by phone at 713 629-3700 or at Ticketsastencom. AH dates, acts and 
ticket prices subject to change without notice. A service charge is added to each ticket. 
The price of each ticket will be increased by $2 on the day of the show at all locations. 
AU shows are rain or shine. A Clear Channel Event.
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jewelry

I uumadv
Fine Fashion Jewelry, Diamonds, Bridal Jewelry and Better Swiss Watches 

3841 Bellaire Blvd. - Houston, Texas 77025 - 713-668-5000

^713.880.9191

4

GYM
1501 DURHAM • MON-FRI 5-10 - SAT-SUN 8-6

hbmefront ellatyler
From pottery to furniture, collectible 
items can be found at bargain prices 
for those who enjoy the hunt

Collections take strategy
HARRY LIVESAY AND MICHAEL 
Venator are dedicated collectors — 
addicted, they laughingly admit — of 
McCoy Pottery Arts and Craft and Art 
Deco furniture and accessories, and 
movie memorabilia.

Harry also collects vintage aquarium 
decor such as castles and mermaids. “I 
like kitsch, too,” Harry says. He has seen 
prices rise on women’s hats and is consid­
ering adding to the collection he got from 
his grandmother.

“Everyone is complaining about their 
stock portfolio going down in value, but 
prices on collectibles look like they are 
staying the same,” he said. “Maybe when 
we retire, we can supplement our income.”

However, right now, they’collectfor the 
joy of owning things they love. They like 
to “live with the collections,” Harry says, 
“which means my mother is always com­
plaining that my house is too cluttered.”

There is also a considerable thrill in 
the hunt. They shop at garage and estate 
sales, tiny antique shops, organized 
antique shows, and trade days.

“We buy things for 5 and 10 dollars that 
we see offered on E-bay for 30 to 40 dollars,” 
Harry says. He recently bought a beaded 
evening bag for $3 that looked very much 
like one he saw in a store for $300, he reports.

Good prices are not the only lure of 
shopping off the beaten track. They found 
a “Go Gay With Garbo” poster amid the 
wares of someone who had recently 
bought all the contents of an old movie 
house in West Texas, including the PR kits 
the movie studios sent. Old movie posters 
have become expensive, Harry says, but 
sheet music, which often has a cover that 
is a miniature poster, remains affordable.

Some of the best shopping is found in 
East Texas towns like Jefferson, 
Nacogdoches and Marshall, Michael says.

“Once you get north of Humble on 59, 
you begin to see all kinds of places selling 
stuff. Generally when the sign says antiques 
and junk, everything is junk,” he advises.

They do not ignore shops close to 
home. “The Heights is good because there 
are so many places so close together,” 
Harry says. “These places always have 
new stuff, especially when there is a new 
owner, so we keep going back.”

They also go to weekend shows at fair­
grounds in places like Roundtop, Wharton 
and Richmond/Rosenberg. “Wear shorts, 
take a water bottle and leave the dogs at 
home,” Michael suggests. Prices at these 
events reflect the added costs of the show, 
he says, but there is a big selection.

“For big shows like Roundtop, we like 
to go the weekend before the show when 
people are setting up,” he says. “If you 
ask to be put on the mailing list at the 
shops you go to, you will get fliers about

The hunt for collectibles — such as this selection of 
McCoy Pottery owned by Harry Livesay and 
Michael Venator — can make for an entertaining 
and addictive hobby.

these shows. We get notices of shows all 
over Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas.”

The prices are likely to be best on the 
last day of a show, Michael says. He 
explains, “People don’t want to pack 
everything up and take it home again, so 
they’re ready to bargain. Harry has even 
bought some display stands.”

He adds, “It is important when you’re 
collecting something like McCoy to have 
your books in the car. It is difficult to tell 
if a piece is real or fake.”

Michael says, “Some of the best deals 
are found in out-of-the-way towns where 
there is nothing there. There is neat stuff 
and you can talk down the price. We make 
an adventurous day of it, and I take my 
camera and always get some good shots.”

Harry advises becoming an expert on 
things that you love and researching 
prices in books and on E-bay and Yahoo 
auctions. “You can tell if an item is hot by 
how fast the bidding is.”

He continues, “Don’t be afraid to get 
your hands dirty. Some of the best stuff 
is found by digging through boxes at 
estate sales.” His final bit of advice: “Be 
warned, this is addictive.”

For more information, check out 
www.shopacrosstexas.com or www.texas- 
antiquemall.com for lists of shows.

The next ‘First Monday’ trade days in 
Canton, a small town east of Dallas, is 
Aug. 29 to Sept. 2. This massive market 
covers 350 acres, has 7,000 dealers and 
draws 250,000 visitors. It has a Web site, 
www.firstmondaycanton.com. The classy 
Roundtop show is in October and also has 
a Web site, www.roundtop.com.
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Laurier offers romantic ambiance
dishes inspired by Italian, Latin and Creole cuisines

Elegant cafe serves succulence
THE NAME, THE CHATTY BARTENDER 
told us as we waited for a table on a 
crowded Friday night, means “bay leaf” 
in French. Somehow the name of this 
simple but flavorful and rustic herb fits a 
cafe that has mostly remained unde­
tectable from many Houston diners since 
its opening almost a year ago.

Yet as soon as one enters this 
Greenway Plaza cafe and tastes the cui­
sine, its charm and distinct flair are 
unmistakable. The pale yellow walls and 
golden candle lighting softens the bold 
splash of a red and a royal blue wall, as 
do the neatly framed photographs evenly 
spaced above the booths. In fact, the 
lighting is so subtle and luminous that it 
creates intimacy, even privacy, in a pretty 
small space.

What feels like a romantic French 
bistro, however, is much more, with a 
good portion of the menu featuring 
Italian, Latin and even Creole seasonings 
and ingredients. Take, for instance, an 
appetizer like the Hearty Gumbo soup ($5 
cup/$7 bowl), which changes its contents 
daily. It’s worth holding out for the duck 
version, where rich, gamey meat soaks 
up the dark roux of the broth.

Desserts pack a tremendous 
amount of richness into simple, 

elegantly prepared cakes and 
pastries. Our made-to-order 

Chocolate Cake oozed 
out of its brownie crust.

THE GAZPACHO ($6) WITH CRABMEAT 
makes a lighter but no less robust 
alternative, with spicy peppers and both 
tart and sweet onions in a chilled tomato 
base. The thick, hearty chunks of crab 
float abundantly on the surface as the soup 
coats each better than any cocktail sauce.

The Sauteed Crab Cake appetizer ($10) 
was a welcome change from the prolifera­
tion of innovative crab cakes mixed and 
seasoned and fused with so many ingredi­
ents that its nearly impossible to find the 
crab in the cake. Here, large slabs of 
meat remain distinct and uncluttered, 
broiled to a golden brown and placed on a 
shallow puddle of Beurre blanc sauce 
with a garnish of watercress. The sauce 
itself could have been more piquant and 
less watery, since it was difficult to scoop 
up any onto the succulent meat.

The Pork Ribs with Creole Rice ($8) 
use a spicy Thai chile paste and a tomato 
braise to roast the meat, and the result is 
hearty enough for entree status.

Although many entrees, such as the

Ancho-Roasted Salmon ($19), Steak and 
Frites Laurier ($23) with a spicy chipotle 
rub, or the creamy Risotto ($15) topped 
with mushrooms, grilled asparagus, and 
white truffle oil, are worthy choices, the 
Herb Marinated Tuna ($21) was exquisite. 
Ruby-red cubes of sushi-grade meat are 
seared with the slightest hint of olive oil 
and pepper, and the side of fennel and 
leek melange adds a mild, licorice flavor 
that doesn’t overpower the fresh tuna. 
The grilled asparagus and sugar snap 
peas add texture and crunch, and the 
peas lend a natural sweetness.

The Duck Special ($22) was prepared 
medium rare, which apparently pre­
vents the already gamey duck from 
becoming tougher and more difficult to 
chew. While juicy, the medium rare dark 
meat was still rather tough. The fatti­
ness was further exacerbated by the 
duck skin, which is significantly fattier 
than chicken skin. The garlic potato 
mash was unpleasantly grainy and 
loose, and too heavy on the butter.

DESSERTS, ON THE OTHER HAND, 
pack a tremendous amount of richness 
into simple, elegantly prepared cakes and 
pastries. Our made-to-order Chocolate 
Cake oozed out of its brownie crust and 
was garnished with plump, jewel-like 
blackberries and a sprig of mint.

Laurier serves an equally impressive 
lunch menu, where one can sample 
lighter versions of many dinner items, 
such as the Ancho-roasted Salmon sand­
wich on Ciabbatta bread. But no matter 
what time of day, Laurier is the perfect 
place to return again and again.

Laurier Cafe and Wine
3139 Richmond 
713-807-1632
www.lauriercafe.com

Food: mwmtei
Service: »l t®i
Value: !•! f®l !®l
Scene: t®i»it®i»i

r = Stay home and eat cereal 
!®l !®l = Well, if you really must 
!®l t®l !®l = Fine for all but the finnicky 
!®l t®l !®l t®l =Worth more than a 

20-minute drive
!®l t®l !®l !®l !®l =As good as you'll 

find in this city

£3.95
4:30PM -7:30PM . 7 DAYS A WEEK

713-521-2815 I 2815 (off Westheimer)

SUNDAY BRUNCH 11:30 - 2:30

b ''
fc \

k Lunch
Mon-Fri

11a-2:30p

Dinner 
Mon-Thu 

30p-10:30p 
Fri & Sat 

5:30p-1a 
Sun 

5:30p-10p

si

515 WESTHEIMER, SUITE E . TEL: 713.533.9098

SB

I you fire Invited To §ee

Phom

Available 
for parties

Crystal
$25 Reg. $55.00

Aura
euly with coupon

Tarot
$15 Reg. $35.00

Palm
only with couponPsychic Advisor 

713-972-0251
(Elaine will help you find a Higher level of Fulfillment at conquering f 

j your inner-most desire. She will enter the energy of your Aura and 
i answer all questions about Love, Career, Family, Health and Difficult 
; Decisions. Elaine holds the key to overcome all obstacles and conditions 
i that may be a part of your life. She also specializes in Healing of the Aura.
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To list an event, call 713-529-8490, fax 
at 713-529-9531, or e-mail editor© 

houstonvoice.com. Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m.

appts
a weekly guide to arts & entertainment 

activities for gay Houstonians

SPECIAL
SATURDAY, AUG. 10
"Autoimmune Diseases Explained" will be presented by 
Patricia Salvato, MD, sponsored by AssistHers. 11 a.m. 
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church, 1440 
Harold. AssistHers: 713-521-4628. www.assisthers.org.

ART CONTEST
The Houston Council of Clubs is soliciting entries for pin and 
poster designs for "LUEY 30.'' Let Us Entertain yoli (LUEY) 
weekend will be celebrating its 30th year in 2003. Those 
interested in submitting artwork for consideration should 
know this information: The pin must contain masks of com­
edy and tragedy and the phrase "Let Us Entertain You" or 
"LUEY," with ”2003" and "Houston, Texas." The design for 
the pin should be such that it can be made to reflect the 
three colors of Mardi Gras: purple, green and gold. The 
poster must contain the phrase "Let Us Entertain You 
Weekend," "Houston Council of Clubs," ’’Houston, Texas" and 
"March 6-9,2003." A mention of the 30th anniversary of 
LUEY weekend would be appropriate also. The pin should 
be simple in design, as it is usually less than two square 
inches in size. The poster does not have to match the pin, 
but should have space available for the design of the pin to 
be added. Submissions for the pin and poster contest 
should be delivered to a board member of the Houston 
Council of Clubs no later than 8 p.m. Aug. 21 All artwork 
submitted will be displayed and the winning designs will be 
announced at a special party in September. For more infor­
mation, contact Loyd Powell at realloyd@prodigy.net or 
281-397-6297, or Daddy Rose at podgrlish@yahoo.com.

UPCOMING - SUNDAY, AUG. 18 
"LIVE 2002," the yearly fund-raiser hosted by Don Gill 
Productions, this summer will benefit the Gulf Coast 
Archives & Museum to support the nonprofit group's effort 
to preserve history for gay Houstonians. A number of local 
entertainers will offer their talents to contribute to the 
show. At the event, Miss Camp America, Bouton, Soiree 
Aubergine and the late Carolyn Roberts will be inducted 
into the archives. All donations of any size are welcome to 
benefit GCAM, and may also be sent to Gill at 911 Welch 
St, Houston, TX 77006.630 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 18. Keys 
West 817 W. Dallas St Don Gill Productions: 713-521-0911

FILM
THIS WEEKEND
"Mademoiselle," directed by Tony Richardson, stars 
Jeanne Moreau as a sexually repressed schoolteacher in a 
small French village. 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 9, and Saturday, 
Aug. 10. Tickets: $6. Museum of Fine Arts Houston, 
Caroline Wiess Law Building, comer of Main Street and 
Bissonnet/Binz. 713-639-7515. www.mfah.org.

SOCIAL EVENTS
WEDNESDAY, AUG. 14
Law Professionals Mixer will be hosted by the Stonewall 
Law Association of Greater Houston. For lawyers, law 
professionals and those interested in legal issues affect­
ing gays. 6-9 p.m. Meteor Lounge, 2306 Genesee. For 
more information, call Jerry Simoneauz, 713-227-1717

SATURDAY, AUG. 17
Rainbow Fishing Club plans a day trip to Bethy Creek Resort 
on Lake Livingston. Bait and supplies will be available at the 
camp store. Participants should bring their own fishing pole 
and Texas fishing license. Cost $3.25 per person for those 
fishing. For anyone not fishing, swimming is available, as are 
canoes and pedal boats for $10 per hour rental. For more 
information and reservations, call Scott at 832-971-4900.

GALLERIES
ONGOING
Gulf Coast Archives & Museum of GLBT History .
Satellite Exhibition. The first exhibition from the GCAM 
collection presented at the Houston Lesbian & Gay 
Community Center honors the NAMES Project Houston. 
Community Center, 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Positive Art Workshop Photography Exhibition.
Artists living with HIV/AIDS created these pictures 
with accompanying text. Houston Lesbian & Gay 
Community Center, 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

Athena Art Project invites women artists to submit 
works of art, film and video to its annual juried art show., 
Selected work will be displayed at the eighth annual 
Houston Women's Festival on Sept 28. The deadline for 
entry has been extended to Aug. 17 For more information, 
call 713-995-5251 or e-mail artshow@hwfestival.org. 
Web site: www.hwfestival.org.

community calendar
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10
AssistHers. Meeting. 713-521-4628.

Cookout Queer Generation X benefit cookout and concert 
featuring the band Cold Steel. $5 donation requested. 5 
p.m. Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center, 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

Houston Outdoor Group. Monthly breakfast at TECATE, 
2615 Ella Blvd. 713-868-5232. For more information, call 

David at 713-868-7991.
Kolbe Project Monthly breakfast, held every second 
Saturday of the month. 9:30 a.m. 1030 Heights Blvd. 
713-861-1800. www.kolbeproject.org.

EVERY SATURDAY
All-Spanish Worship Service/Noche Espirtual. 6 p.m.
Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church, 2026 W. 
11th. 713-303-3409 or 713-861-9149.

After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 1-4 a.m.
Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 11 p.m.-2 a.m. at 
Viviana's. 713-830-3000.
Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 a.m. 281-437-0636.

Houston Wrestling Club. Practice. 1:30 p.m. 713-453-7406.

Q-Patrol. Volunteers walk the streets to help prevent hate 
crimes. 9:30 p.m. Convene at community center. 713-528- 
SAFE. E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com

St Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W.
Alabama. 713-528-6665.
Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in, noon- 
5 p.m. • First Unitarian Universalist volunteer Saturday, 
10 a.m.-l p.m. • Texas Association for Transsexual Support, 
3 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11
EVERY SUNDAY
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at
8: 30 & 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.

Community Gospel Service at 11 am & 7 p.m. Sunday School for 
children 10 am. 713-880-9235 or www.communitygospel.org.

Community of Kindred Spirits in Beaumont Worship at 6 p.m. 
1575 Spindietop Ave., Beaumont Texas. 409-813-2055.
E-mail: cksrev3@netzero.net
Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal Baptist Service
9: 30 am. & education hour 11 a.m. 713-668-8830.

Emerson Unitarian Church. Adult education, 10 a.m. 
Service, 11 a.m. Lunch at noon, www.emersonhou.org.

First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 10 am. 
Christian Education, 1130 am. 713-468-9543 or fcc-houston.org.

First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 930 & 11:30 
am. Brunch at 10:30 am. 713-526-5200. church@firstuu.org.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 9 p.m.-midnight at Club 

Inergy. 713-830-3000.
Gay Catholics of St Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m. worship serv­
ice. Dinner and social, alexcam@wt.net. 713-623-0930.

GLOBAL Gay Lesbian Or Bisexual Alliance. University of 
Houston GLBT student group meeting. 2 p.m. at the Houston 
Lesbian & Gay Community Center, 803 Hawthorne. 713-524- 
3818. www.uh.edu/~global. E-mail: global@bayou.uh.edu.

Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9 a.m. 
Service 10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m.-noon. Memorial Park at the 
Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com

Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. 10 a.m. serv­
ice. 3333 Fannin, Suite 106.713-528-6756.

Resurrection MCC. Services, 9 and 11 a.m. Children and Youth 
Sunday School, 10 a.m. Children's service, 11 a.m. 713-861-9149.

St Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Eucharist, Rite 1,7:45 
a.m.; Holy Eucharist, Rite II, 8:55 a.m.; Education hour, 10 
a.m.; Choral Eucharist, 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.

Sunday Brunch. For HIV-positive men. 11 a.m. Riva's, 1117 
Missouri St. Paul, 713-880-0690. e-mail: PoznBuff@aol.com.

The Women's Group. Meeting and discussion. 10:45 a.m. 
713-529-8571.
Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation. Adult discus­
sion, 9:45 a.m. Service, 11 a.m. 281-277-8882. www.tuuc.org.

Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St. 
Service, 10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum, 10 a.m. 
Service, 11 a.m. 713-686-5876.
Houston Lesbian &. Gay Community Center. Drop-in, 2-6 
p.m. • S.I.S.T.E.R.S. meeting, 3 p.m. • MASH (Men of All 
Shades-Houston) meeting, 5 p.m. • STAG (Some 
Transgenders Art Guys) meeting, 7 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 

713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

MONDAY, AUGUST 12
Classic Chassis Car Club. Houston group's board meeting. 
713-797-8615. www.classicchassiscarclub.org.

Colt 45s. Regular meeting. 8 p.m. upstairs at Brazos River 
Bottom, 2400 Brazos. 713-528-9192.

EVERY MONDAY
Free HIV Testing. Houston Area Community Services. 9 
a.m.-noon at Joseph-Hines Clinic, 1710 West 25th St. 713- 
526-0555, ext. 231, 227 or 226.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m.-midnight. Keys 
West. 713-830-3000.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713-830-3000.

Gay Fathers/Fathers First Support group. 8-9:30 p.m. 
|Grace Lutheran Church. Tom, 713-726-8736.
www.geocities.com/gaydadshouston/
Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m. Bering. 713-526- 

1017, ext. 208.
Kolbe Project Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.

Queer Voices Radio Show. 8-10 p.m. KPFT 90.1.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 
p.m. • HEAT (Houston Employees Affinity Team) meeting, 
6:30 p.m. • Human Rights Campaign PAC meeting, 7 p.m. • 
803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13
Center for AIDS. Men's mixer, 7 p.m. 1407 Hawthorne. 

713-527-8210.

EVERY TUESDAY
Bering Support Network Lunch Bunch Gang, 11 am. 713-526-1017

Free HIV Testing. Houston Area Community Services. 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. at Joseph-Hines Clinic, 1710 West 25th St. 713- 
526-0555, ext. 231, 227 or 226.
Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 8 p.m.-midnight. Club 

Houston. 713-830-3000.
Gay youth. New program for young gay males, ages 18-29.
7 p.m. 614 Avondale. 713-533-9786.

Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. Support group. 7 p.m 

Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience necessary. 
Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.

Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River 
Bottom. No partner needed. Beginner 2 Step, Waltz,

-Shuffle & Swing. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 p.m.
• Lesbian Coming Out Group, 7 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 
713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14
Houston Area Bears. Dineout and meeting. Bibas Ones a 
Meal, 6:30 p.m. 713-867-9123. www.houstonareabears.com.

KOlbe Project St. Maximilian Kolbe Feast Day. Special 
Mass, followed by a reception. 7 p.m. 1030 Heights Blvd. 
713-861-1800. www.kolbeproject.org.

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Support Network 
Pot Luck Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Various support groups, 7 p.m.
713-526-1017
Bible Study. Noon & 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's Episcopal. 

713-526-6665.
Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 4-8 p.m. at Mary's;
9 p.m.-midnight at Ripcord; 10 p.m.-l a.m. at EJ's; 10 p.m.- 
1 a.m. at Midtowne Spa. 713-830-3000.
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m.-l p.m. 
2015 Thomas St. OraSure method. Call for appointment.

Sharon, 713-873-4157.
Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal. 1307 Yale. 713-528-4379.

Houston Tennis Club. 7:00-9 p.m. Memorial Park at the 
Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com

Lesbian Literature Discussion Group. 7 p.m. Meets every 
other Wednesday. 713-383-6738.
Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Resurrection MCC. 713-861-9149.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 
p m • Houston Black Lesbian, Gay, Transgender Coalition 
office hours 10 a.m.-noon • Free HIV testing, counseling, 
6-9 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org .

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15
Gulf Coast Archives & Museum. Meeting. 713-227-5973.

EVERY THURSDAY
BiNet Houston. Group for bisexuals; everyone welcome. 7:30 
p.m. Hobbit Cafe, 2240 Portsmouth, www.flash.net/~bihouse. 

713-467-4380.
Community Gospel. Service. 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235. 
www.communitygospel.org .

Free Art Classes. By Kermit Eisenhut for HIV+ individuals. 
1-4 p.m. Lunch provided. 713-523-9530.

Free HIV Testing. Houston Area Community Services. 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. at Joseph-Hines Clinic, 1710 West 25th St Also 11 a.m.-330 
p.m. at Gallery Medical Clinic, 5900 North Freeway, and Club 
Toyz from 9 p.m.-midnight 713-526-0555, ext 23L 227 or 226.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 4-8 p.m. at The 
Outpost; 8 p.m.- midnight at Brazos River Bottom and 
Cousins; 10 p.m.-l a.m. at Toyz Disco. 713-830-3000. 

FrontRunners. Running club. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021. Web 
site: http://home.swbell.net/larathon/houfr.htm. E-mail: 
larathon@swbell.net.
GLOBAL Gay, Lesbian or Bisexual Alliance at the University 
of Houston-Central Campus. Weekly meeting, 6 p.m. e-mail: 
nguyenOO23@hotmail.com.

Hep C Recovery. Support group. 6:30 p.m. Bering. 713- 

526-1017, Ext. 211.

Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience necessary. 
Practice, 6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.

Lambda Skating Club. 8 p.m. Tradewinds. Skating Rink. 
www.lambdaroll.org. 713-410-7215.

Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons. No partner 
required. Brazos River Bottom. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.

Recovery From Food Addiction (RFA). Meeting for 12-step 
program open to all. Noon-1 p.m. St. Stephen's Episcopal 
Church, 1805 W. Alabama St. RFA: 713-673-2848. www.geoc- 
ities.com/rfa77235/. E-mail: rfaworldservice@aol.com.

Spanish Charla Conversation Group. Cafe Agora, 7 p.m. 
E-mail charlahouston@msn.com. 713-416-7203.

Women's Clinic. Montrose Clinic. 713-830-3000.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop in 2-9 p.m.
• Houston Black Lesbian, Gay, Transgender Coalition office 
hours 10 a.m.-noon • Community Center board meeting,
7 p.m. • 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16
Eye Candy. Women's social and charity event, hosted by 
Eye Candy Promotions. Women who arrive before 9:30 
receive a free drink ticket and $3 Cosmopolitans until mid­
night. $10 cover charge. 8 p.m. Grasshopper, 506 Main St. 

in-crn-'i~ni. E-mail: iam@PDQ.net

EVERY FRIDAY
Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 10 p.m.-2 am. at The Meatrack; 
10 p.m.-l am. at EJ's and at Midtowne Spa 713-830-3000.

Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m.-l p.m. 2015 
Thomas St. OraSure method. Call for appointment. Sharon, 

713-873-4157.
Freelance Art Classes. By Kermit Eisenhut for HIV+ individuals. 
9:30 am.-12:30 p.m. Light breakfast provided. 713-523-9530.

Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 
713-830-3000.

Govinda Yoga Club. Free yoga classes at 3115 West Loop 
South, No. 21. 713-439-0455.

Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals (H.A.T.C.H.) 
Meeting. 713-942-7002.

Houston Tennis Club. 7:00-9 p.m. Memorial Park at the 
Tennis Center. Houstontennisclub.org

Kolbe Project Morning prayer, 10 a.m. 713-861-1800.

Mishpachat Alizim. GLBT Jewish congregation. Sabbath 
services at 8 p.m. on the second Friday of each month at 
Baby Barnabys, 602 Fairview. Monthly study groups with 
Congregation Beth Israel, 5600 North Braeswood. 
Mishpachat Alizim, P.O. Box 980136, Houston, TX 77098. 
866-841-9139, ext. 1834.

Q-Patrol. Volunteers walk the streets to help prevent hate 
crimes. 9:30 p.m. Convene at community center. 713-528- 
SAFE. E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 p.m. • 
The Art Group: A GLBT Group for All Houston Artists, 7 p.m.
• 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. www.hlgcc.org.

VOLUNTEER/SELF-HELP
Gay & Lesbian Help Line. For gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans­
gender and questioning youth. Staffed by volunteers of all 
ages. 6-11 p.m. Monday-Friday, 5-10 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. 888-340-GLBT.

Gay & Lesbian Switchboard Houston. Volunteers offer a 
friendly ear to callers in need of information, nonjudgmental 
support, crisis intervention and referral services, emergency 
shelter and advocacy services to crime survivors who may 
need someone to accompany them to a hospital for medical 
attention or assistance in filing a police report. 713-529-3211.

Houston Lesbian & Gay Community Center. Volunteers per­
form a variety of critical tasks which include staffing the 
information desk during drop-in hours; helping with Center 
programming and events; working on community outreach 
efforts, fund-raising and publicity. Card players, writers 
and artists in particular are needed. 713-524-3818.

Peer Listening Line. Youth only. Staffed by GLBT youth for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and questioning youth.
5-10 p.m. Monday-Friday. 800-399-PEER
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
BUVCRS 

N(£D£D,'
Need extra money to own4he new home 
you want? If not, please tell somedRe who 
does. Get'2% cash back to pay for closing 
costs, builder decorator options, window 
'treatments or whatever you want when 
you purchase any new home. AS; your 
buyer agent, Im interested in. only one 
thing — saving you money! I have 14 

^ears -of new home sales experience, 
H’ve saved buyers thousfids on new home 
purchases 11 over the Houston ar< Let 

me save you money, too! „ ::

_ ..................................................  :-......

Cat! 713-661-1800 
or visit 

www.newhomefiouston.com

CoHiiniaillytteBffI

American Sailing Asstkration
Certified Sailing Lessons on 

Clear Lake and Galveston Bay.
We also offer private sailing 

instruction., by appointment, 
vith A.S.A. certified instructors, 

call 713-644-0606 
»"r

Make Ready’
Residential & Commercial •

I Maibs in 
I Trousers 
\ (leaning with a
y; 3 gentlemanly flair!
J Please call Edwin

713-498-2359 
or 713-868-1148 1 _____________

sale!
Special PwrchaAc LampA 

Fora Limited Time up to off

ALCON L1GHTCRAFTCO. 
1424W« Alabama 

HouAton, TexaA 77006 
715/526-0680

>- HourA 10-4TueA-Sat

Night Club Facility 
For Your Prware 
party or Public Event 
Available to Rent by 
the Day or Night.

We offer:
2 Levels ► 2 Polios
2 Donee floors» 2 Sound Systems
2 Lrghi Wows ► 2 Video System

We provide:
4 fully Stocked Bars • 5 frozen Drinks 
Club Personnel ► DJ ► Security Officers 
and Much More-

Ann a view of the beautiful 
downtown Houston skyline

Rental Info. & Tours - Coll 713.942.CLUB 
1318 Wdheimer» Houston IX 77006

Alignments
Brakes

a |i d

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747 :

I *. . . * ^^^ **»»**!
Patricks Pottery & Collectibles;

McCoy Pottery! Oak Furniture! Kitch!

Bronzes! ® I And lots more!

Locate ipside C T Ant^ues • Open Tues - Sun 105 • 625 w. loth Street • IB-Bbl-Boo

l» * » ^ *..* » * * *****%**** * *1

if your hair 
isn’t BECOMING to you, 

you should BE COMING to me.

DON GILL
STUDIO 911

713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

—

iTBR 10 YEARS OF EXPERIEN1
Windows & Mac Computer Suppo
1 • Home & Office Networks

Wired & Wireless
* DSL & Cable Modem Setup/Hetf

♦ Computer Clean Up
. • Reasonable Prices

THClffkf PLACI
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

1307 Fairview 
(3 blocks west of Montrose) 

713-529-1414

Sa

- Events 
3le, Couples.

www.davtdiewisimages.cc
PhoW.^ foi 67.67 Hous^

Houston
• Criminal Defense • Civil Litigation
• GLUT Issues • Estate Planning

• Domestic Partnerships

caU 713-227-1717
law.Sinioneaux.com

not certified by the Texas Board of legal Speualiration

Jerry Simoneaux

LAWI 
CONSTRUCTION
Carpentry • Repairs

• Remodeling • 

/936.563.5180/ 936.760.5531
Lawrence Gilstrap

Serving Houston’s Gay 
Community for 15 years

.... .................... .. ...... ......... '/■;........... ..................... .......................... ........................... ■■■■;

Tell them you 
found them in 
the directory!

O

s o

Lounge Wear * Thongs

New DVDs
Buy 1 get 1 free!

L_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

One Hour XXX 
k Photo Lab i

Adult Videos
2 for 419.90

12G7 Spencer Hwy fe Allen Genoa 
15 minutes south of dovmtown 

Take 1-45 South, exit 
College/Alrport, go east 3 Miles

•Club Wear •. wear

Customers are 
out there!

Help them find you 
by advertising here 
Call 713-529-8490

Get results! Call now at 713.529.8490 
to place your ad in the directory!
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Houston
classifieds
Houston Classifieds deadline is Monday at 11 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HOUSTON WOMEN'S FESTIVAL - 
Saturday, September 28, at 
Garden in the Heights! Great 
Music • Beautiful Art • Fun Market 
Place • www.hwfestival.org

DOHATIOHS WEEDED
PWA Coalition is holding a yard 
sale on 8/17 & 8/18, benefiting 
all of our programs. All items are 
needed. To arrange for drop-off, 
call Brian Jones at 713-520-9248.

RFA "Recovery 
from Food Addiction"

A Twelve Step Program 
Open to ALL 

Thursdays, 12-noon to 1-pm 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 

1805 W. Alabama 
(Woodhead @ W. Alabama) 

RFA 713-673-2848 
www.geocities.com/rfa77235/ 

E-mail: rfaworldservice@aol.com

FOOD EMERGENCY 
HOU. HUMAHE SOCIETY 
The cupboards are bare at HHS. 
They need puppy and kitten food 
• Any kind • Any quantity • Drop 
donations at 14700 Almeda Rd. 
or send monetary donations to: 

Houston Humane Society • PO 
BOX 450428 • Houston, Texas 
77245-0528 • For information, 
call 713-434-5555.________________

DAY SHELTER
Needs new or used clothing and 
shoes in good condition • Contact 
Etalia or Ruth at 713-528-5667 • 
402 Pacific

MR. PRIME CHOICE
We are looking for "Prime Choice" 
vest of our former and deceased 
winners. Vests are to be placed in 
the archives. If you have one or 
know where any of the vests are, 
please call Don Gill at 713-521-0911.

AUDITIONS

davidlewisIMAGES
Houston area GLBT Photographer is 
now seeking models. Compensation 
is limited but the experience is fun! 
Send sample photos to: 
davidlewislMAGES@aol.com or 
check our Web site at 
www.davidlewislMAGES.com.

EMPLOYMENT

R.H.
Montrose Clinic has an opening 
for an R.N. Please fax resume to 
Clinical Director @ 713-830-3023.

MIDTOWHE SPA
Desk & Floor help wanted • 
Apply in Person only! Houston 
3100 Fannin/ Dallas 2509 Pacific/ 
Austin 5815 Airport. No phone 
calls please!

GREAT JOB!
Personal Assistant needed. 
Flexible hours. Perfect for stu­
dent. Must be creative and out­
going. Organizational & 
Planning Skills Required. Contact 
John 713-562-2474.

Guaranteed Money • We are 
looking for young (18-25 pre­
ferred male/shemale) attractive 
upbeat escorts • All-American, 
Latin and Asian a plus • Must be 
reliable and ready to make 
money in a safe professional envi­
ronment • No experience neces­
sary • If you are ready for finan­
cial security call us today and start 
today. 11am to 9pm 7 days a 
week • 713-526-1531.

FOR RENT

OFFICE SPACE
Share Trendy 1600 square foot, 

fully equipped Office. Great 
Montrose/River Oaks location. 
Ideal for Lawyer, Accountant, 
etc. $870/mo. 713-521-2323.

MUSEUM/MIDTOWN/MED CTR. 
- Home. Cottage - $1,000/mo. 
Spacious 2BR/1BA, hardwoods, 
LR, DR, sunroom, fireplace, 
appliances, A/C, fenced yard, 
W/D conn. 713-526-8634 or 281 - 
217-4382.________________________

HEIGHTS AREA
1600 SqFt. two stroy, spiral stair­
case, 2BR/1.5BA & study, garage 
apartment. Ceiling fans, new car­
pet & flooring, & washer/dryer 
connections. Central A/C. Deposit 
required. $850/mo. No pets. 
Available now. Call for appoint­
ment. 713-864-1681.

HUGE BEAUTY! 6-bedroom, 3.5- 
bath with Sparkling Pool, New 
Ceramic Tile, Carpets, Paint, 
Fixtures, Custom Entry. $1600/mo. 
Call Sheila 281-931-6848.

Montrose Cottages 
1/1 Garden Cottage • $300 and 
up • Reserved for People Living 
with AIDS • 90 day MAX • Phone, 
furnished, AC • Maid paid • No 
deposit • Sliding scale fee • No 
drugs or Alcohol on property • 
AIDS Housing Coalition AHCH • 
713-521-1613

PRIDEREALTY.COM 
SALES/RELOCATIOn

FOR SALE

FOR SALE
Steal of a Deal! Heights area. 
One or two bedrooms. Fenced 
yard for dogs; open floor plan 
for friends. Hardwoods, many 
windows. $99,000. 713-863-9026.

PRIDEREALTY.COM 
SALES/RELOCATIOH 
MASSAGE THERAPF

MASSAGE
Therapeutic • Swedish • Sports • 

Deep tissue • Myotherapy • 
Relaxation therapy • Jason • 
College guy • Memorial Park 

and Montrose Studios • 
www.sizzlingmassage.com • Cell: 

713-819-7368 or 713-524-5400.

All Knotted Up Massage • Incalls 
• Outcalls • 8 a.m. 'till 10 p.m. • 7 
days/week • Excellent Rates • 
Call Bill 713-283-8378 or pager: 
713-326-3279.

MASSAGE BY KEH
Experience stress relief • 
Convenient Montrose location • 
By appointment only • 11 am to 
8 pm • RMT#028519 • KEN 
CLAUDE • 713-240-9598.
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“West Side Back Story’9

Across
1. Rupert Everett's "Ready to_ _ _ "
5. Clinton's"in Joyland''
10. Songwriter Holly
14. Start of an Evan Wolfson memo
15. "Spartacus" venue
16. Low-voiced lady
17. James Dean's "East of"
18. Antigay Thurmond
19. Tendency to get pissed
20. Stephen who wrote the lyrics 

for the musical
22. Frat party robe
23. Legis. written by Alice Paul
24. Personality parts, to Frasier Crane
25. Jerome who choreographed and 

directed the musical
28._ _ _ T. Lardbottom of "Kudzu"
30. Many readers of XY magazine
32. Dame E. Sitwell's heat measure
33. What Etheridge puts out
35. Capt. von Trapp's home
36. Use your lips unfaithfully
37. William whose play inspired

the musical
40. Have an effect like the Teletubbies
42. "Proud Mary" singer Turner
43. Monogram of the author whose 

poems inspired "Cats"
44. Ref book for Woolf
45. Bottoms in the navy
47. The Indigo Giris'"_ _ to Be True"

51. Bernstein who scored the musical
53. Former Washington Blade 

reporter Wright
55. Chicago-to-Saugatuck dir.
56. "Get your rear in gear!"
57. Arthur who wrote the story 

behind the musical
59. John Goodman's "Normal,_ _ _ "
60. Poet Minnie Bruce
62. Hard to come by
63. Hord six and hard eight, in Vegas
64. Nathan Lane's appearance in

"Addams Family Values"
65. Caesar's way
66. Possible response of Niles Crane 

to a client
67. Has top billing
68. Drag queen's application

Down
1. "Eleanor Roosevelt" author

Blanche Cook
2. Agnes Moorhead's role with 

two Dicks
3. Writer Reinaldo
4. Split
5. Headquartered
6. Nancy Azora, for example
7. Path on top of a dike
8. Bowie collaborator Bryan
9. Pop star Harris
10. One with a big bag of money

Answers on Page 21

11. Like some bachelors
12. Home of Southern Voice
13. Pseudonymous lesbian 

opponent of Wade
21. Poet Doolittle
22. TV station that often airs 

"Roseanne" reruns
25. Continue not to osk or tell
26. Outbreak
27. Where to put your meat, in a deli
29. "Memory Mambo" author Obejas
31. O'Keeffe's stand
34. Biathlete, for one
36. Title for Uncle Remus' bear
37. Anal type?
38. Barely made, with "out"
39. Up and about
40. Cammermeyer's rank (abbr.)
41. Phallic suckers
45. Toto's home st.
46. Rudy Galindo, for one
48. Like homosexuality, some say
49. Susan Feniger main dish
50. Priscilla's queendom >-
52. It may slip over one's head
54. Rainbow flog sticker sites, often
57. Dalai_ _ _ , for whom Richard

Gere is a spokesperson
58. Sinead O'Connor's country
59. Alec's "Star Wars" character
60. Access to homorama.com
61. Subject of Michael Jackson's "Ben"
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SWEDISH MASSAGE 
BY PATRICK

Relaxation • Myotherapy • 
Deep tissue (RMT#024589) 713- 
807-7109 • 713-501-9852 • 1 1/2 
hours for $60. 1 Hr. $50.

PRODUCTS & SE^ICES

WWW.RAINBOWPROD.COM 
/BILBO

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES_________

M2M BODY 
GROOMIHG

Body Waxing • Clippings • 
Coloring • Personal grooming 
by Dale. Waxing specialist & 
licensed Cosmetologist. Private 
location in Montrose. Call 713- 
529-5952 for appointment.

ROOMMATES
WESTBURY - Share Large 
2BR/2BA Condo. Furnished 
Living Room, Gated, Designated 
Parking, Pool, Cable. $387/mo. 
Available Immediately. Call 
Now: 713-723-0377.____________

CLASSIFIED
ADS WORK!

Get results! Call toll-free 1-877- 
966-3342 ext. 15 to place your 
classified ad on these pages. 
Deadline is Monday at 11 a.m.

PETS

PET OF THE WEEK
Benny is a 2-year-old male terri- 
er/Rotfweiler mix. He says, "Just 
look at me! What happened? 
How did I end up with terrier 
hair and this GRReat personali­
ty? I may look tough, but I am 
as affectionate as they come." 
To adopt Benny or another 
homeless animal, contact the

Houston Humane Society at 
713-434-5555.

VOLUNTEERS
STEVEH'S

HOUSE
Seeking caregivers for tran­
sitional housing program for 
HIV+ adults • Must have 
high school diploma and 
experience as a caregiver • 
Contact Ms. Straham @ 713- 
522-5757 or fax resume to 

713-522-1910.

CLASSIFIED
ADS WORK!

Get results! Call toll-free 1-877- 
966-3342 ext. 15 to place your 
classified ad on these pages. 
Deadline is Monday at 11 a.m.

Answers 
to Q 

puzzle 
on page 
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HEALTH & BEAUTY

Massage 
by Ken 

713-240-9598

Ken Claude rmt#28519

CHIROPRACTOR
Dr. Richard W. Fletcher

• Neck/Back Pain
• Auto/Work Injury

♦ Medicare/Medicaid

1245 Yale *713-862-3897
In The "Heights" at 13th & Yale

(Yale is 1 Block Westof and parallel to H&GHTS BLVD.}

@ Avondales Hair Salon 
2702 Crocker

Houston, Tx. 77006
(713) 521-2444
(713) 992-6264

Tfes-Fri 10a-7p & Sat 9a-6p

New-1&

6100 wesbheimer rd
832.204.1589
drelocks@hocmail.com

Andre Deleon Williams 
a multicultural 
master hair designer

Call KEN! for 
a Better Body!

•Massage/ln or Out
•Personal Training-

•Many Locations including 
behind Galleria inside Loop.
♦RMT & Fitness

Certified/TR 31797

Call 713.529.8490 to place your ad in the directory!
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Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 1-877-966-3342, ext. 15
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, Suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed order
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX, 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 1-877-966-3342, ext. 15.
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL: Send to Classifieds@sovo.com.
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation.
Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 11 a.m.

PICK YOUR 
CATEGORY

FREE’: Call for guidelines
HIV Services & Education
Volunteers

__ Non-Profit Organizations
*First 20 words

INDIVIDUAL RATE $10:
Announcements
Auditions
Employment-Seeking

_ Pets-Free or Lost & Found
..Roommates
 Personal Web sites

BUSINESS RATE $18:
Auto Repair
Business Opportunities
Entertainment
Help Wanted
Help Wanted-Seeking
Home Improvement
Items For Sale
Licensed Massage
Moving Services
Professional Services
Real Estate For Rent
Real Estate For Sale

Call M77-96G-1342, ext. 15 
for other categories

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

CATEGORY: # OF ISSUES:  

Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces

TEXT: 

 

TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR DIRECTORY AD RATES

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $10.00 per week. Additional words at 50tf each per week.

Up to 20 words: $10.00
Additional words x 50tf: 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $18.00 per week.

Additional words x 75tf per word (per week): 

Bold headline: 5.00 (per week)  

Subtotal: x# of issues

Total: $

Name: 

Address: _

City State Zip 

Phone _____

Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX  MC  VISA 

Card #,Exp. / 

Signature
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www. edwina. eom
$7.98 monthly charge. Price subject to change.

ON YOUR 
NEXT VISIT 

TO 
HOUSTON 

Stay with us! 
Montrose Inn 
A 7-ROOM ALL-GAY B&B 

We’re right /TVthe neighborhood. 
And priced right! 

Queen bed, cable TV, 
phone. Walk to 15 gay bars. 

408 AVONDALE 
800-357-1228 
713-520-0206 
montroseinn.com

14002 Northwest Fwy • Off Hwy. 290 at W. Tidwell! •
713.462.5100 • 713.462.5152

All the latest New Releases 
on DVD & VHS!
DVDs as low as $10!
Check out our private 
viewing rooms!
Buy any 2 $16.95 or $26.95
VHS tapes & get 1 FREE! 
Hundreds of novelties, 
magazines & lubricants 
Gay-friendly staff!
FREE MEMBERSHIP!

Executive
Adult Video Superstore

X Exit at W. Tidwell

610 Z.on >
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JILL DEARMAN

My Stars!
August 9 -15

ARIES (March 21 to April 20)
Saturn continues to wreak havoc in your social sector. Don’t rely on 

friends to call you. You need to be the orchestrator and organizer, dear. A 
Gemini can help you to have more fun.

TAURUS (April 21 to May 20)
You’re sure to find a way to improve a tricky domestic situation this week. 

A gentle tone of voice takes you far. Remember, you can be intimidating, so 
play it chill. Another Taurus finds you magnetic.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21)
You may have to push a friend to tell you what’s going on. Loved ones 

need extra coddling and attention right now. Give it up, you cold slut! A 
Virgo is torn between wanting you as a pal and wanting you as a lover.

CANCER (June 22 to July 22)
Venus will be moving through your family sector in mid-August, which 

means that you can make peace not war with difficult relatives. A family 
member who pushes your buttons may be more similar to you in nature than 
you’d care to admit. An Aries means well.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Small miracles could occur this week as the Sun, Mars, and Jupiter all 

transit your sign. You know how to get what you want, but ask yourself, 
“What do I really need?” Your spirit needs nurturing, darling, not just your 
ego. A Pisces will fill you up on all levels.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
This is a good time for you to explore a form of spirituality that has 

always intrigued you. You can discover a new way of life, and you may find a 
new way to make love, you sex pot. A Pisces is psychically drawn to you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Mars is passing through your house of friendship and stirring up 

anger, passion, and jealousy in this area of your chart. A Taurus will be 
sure to stir up the most emotion. Examine your feelings before acting, you 
impulsive thing you!

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
This is an ideal time for you to let go of a past disappointment in your 

career. Grieve, then move on, because something better is about to come your 
way. A Gemini plays a key role. Accept help and advice, you stubborn thing!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Mercury is transiting the top of your chart, so be very conscious of the 

way you express yourself verbally and on paper. You are being judged! A 
Leo is apt to help you more than hurt you, but err on the side of caution in 
this relationship.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
The moon will be conjunct Venus in your career house on Aug. 12. Be 

sure to set the tone for the week by being extra sensitive to colleagues and 
bosses. Sharp humor or a distant attitude may put you in the doghouse. A 
Cancer wants to be your puppy dog — or your bitch. You decide.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
A romantic friendship could come to a head this week, so be ready. It’s 

time to let all the feelings out into the open — then throw yourself on the 
mercy of the court. A Scorpio will protect you if you ask for help.

PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
A cycle is ending for you. Relationships need revamping and can’t just go 

forward on auto-pilot anymore. A Libra could be a real catalyst in your life. 
Take all the help you can get.

Jill Dearman is the author of the best-selling "Queer Astrology for Men" and "Queer 
Astrology for Women" (both from St. Martin's Griffin). For information on charts and consulta­
tions, call 212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.
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SEXUAL ABUSE 
IN THE CHURCH

Recent discoveries of sexual abuse by Catholic priests and the 
years of cover-up involved, have left many parishioners 
wondering who they can trust. While most of the clergy are 
honorable and trustworthy, some are not and they continue to 
violate the trust of the innocent and vulnerable. Churches have 
failed in their duty to protect some of its children from abuse, 
and have instead been protecting themselves.

Even if the sexual abuse may have occurred while a child, 
those who are now adults may still pursue cases even if 
the abuse happened years ago.

If you or a family member were 
a victim of clergy abuse, call 
attorney Rand Mintzer today. 
We will hold accountable those 
who violated your trust.

Rand Mintzer
Attorney At Law

(713) 862-8880i

Principal Office - Houston, TX Not Certified by Texas Board of Legal Specialization
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i GET YOUR !
I ABS IN HERE! J

4040 Milam Mon-Fri 5am-10pm
713.524.9932 Sat-Sun 8am-8pm

Looking For A Good Time

Call toll free 1-877-4U2-KN0W 
for information on testing near you.

www.4U2know.org

Get tested. Get the results.
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Pet Sittiin^ bij
Don't worry about your pets when you have 

to travel without them. I provide in-home 
TLC for your pets. They get daily walks and 

play while you vacation without worry!

Plan ahead! Call now for a holiday sure to 
be stress-free for both you and your pets!

Established 1995
Ioyal989@aol.com 

713-942-8816

'I

Houston

817-289-1234 

972-993-1000 

SI2-735-5002
Aataeio 

210-933-1234
Ckrixti

361-561-5000

male

Local Phone Chat 
'1 FREE!

1-900-446-1212 ($1.99/min.) 18+ Browse atwww.interactivemale.com


