
Gay Holidays
Gay men and lesbians 
stay close rather than go 
home for the holidays.
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Police patrols beefed up in Montrose
Police pledge increased 
attention in Montrose area 
to stem assaults on gay men
By JOSEF MOLNAR

Houston police will increase patrols in 
the Montrose area in response a rash of 
recent reports of assaults on gay men.

At a Dec. 17 meeting that included rep­
resentatives of the Houston Police 
Department and city and state officials, 
gays and lesbians also in attendance 
walked away with some assurances that 
police are responding to their concerns.

HPD Capt. Glenn Yorek, who heads up 
the central patrol division, said he has 
assigned the 20-member Tactical Unit to the 
area to boost the police presence there. 
Since the Central Division has only one tac­
tical unit, however, it will be moved to other 
areas when its presence is needed else­
where, leaving the usual officers assigned

Police Capt. Glenn Yorek (standing) urges victims of assault file 
police reports, while (from left) meeting organizer John 
Szewczyk, Officer James Sobota, and Capt. Dave Cutler listen. 
(Photo by Dalton DeHart)

weekend for a performance prompt­
ed John Szewczeyk to organize the 
meeting.

Eight Houston Police 
Department representatives 
attended the meeting with gay 
and lesbian community members 
including Chris Arasin, who 
heads up the Q Patrol, and 
Randall Ellis, the executive direc­
tor of the Lesbian and Gay Rights 
Lobby, which is based in Austin.

Elected officials at the meeting 
included District D City Council 
Member Ada Edwards, Texas 
House Rep. Garnet Coleman and 
newly elected At-large Position 4 
City Council Member Ronald 
Green.

Councilwoman Edwards said
to the area to continue their duties.

“We can’t stay in the Montrose area indef­
initely,” Yorek said, “But I think that, getting 
past the immediate problem, we could per­
haps work on some long-term solutions.”

Reports of a vicious assault on a New York 
dancer in Houston over the Thanksgiving 

the Thanksgiving attack on Allan Koren 
Tibbetts, who was chased down, beaten 
repeatedly with a metal pipe and robbed, 
was not the only assault that weekend.

However, Sandra Aponte, a public infor­
mation officer with HPD, said the Tibbetts 
case is the only one officially filed with the

police at this time.
Yorek said HPD has been hesitant to 

officially label the attack on Tibbetts as a 
hate crime because of the common nature 
of the attack, and also because that report 
and other unofficial reports don’t include 
homophobic slurs.

“I wish that we could have had reports 
on those crimes, but they weren’t reported 
officially to the police department,” he 
said. “If they were reported, then that 
would have been a red flag immediately to 
me that next morning that we did have 
four or five of those instances that hap­
pened in one night, and we would have 
been alerted a little faster.”

Edwards, whose office has been taking 
unofficial reports from victims who don’t 
want to go to the police, said continued 
reporting by victims and their friends will 
help police to remain aware of the situation

Long-time political activist Ray Hill 
told members of the gay and lesbian com­
munity that although police have then- 
jobs to do, so does the community.

Please see ASSAULTS on Page 9

Bush to back marriage amendment 'if necessary'
President criticizes 'activist'
Mass, court, but leaves 
room for states to act
By LOU CHIBBARO JR.

WASHINGTON - President Bush took 
another step closer to endorsing a constitu­
tional amendment banning gay marriage 
on Tuesday when he said a Massachusetts 
court "overreached its bounds" by ruling in 
favor of same-sex marriage.

"If necessary, I will support a constitu­
tional amendment which would honor 
marriage between a man and a woman — 
codify that," Bush said in a Dec. 16 White 
House interview with ABC News corre­

spondent Diane Sawyer.
"The position of this administration is 

that whatever legal arrangements people 
want to make, they're allowed to make, so 
long as it's embraced by the state," Bush said.

But he added, "Except and unless judi­
cial rulings undermine the sanctity of 
marriage, in which case we may need a 
constitutional amendment."

In remarks over the past year, the pres­
ident has said marriage should be defined 
as a union only between a man and a 
woman and that he and his legal advisers 
were studying whether a constitutional 
amendment is needed to "codify" that defi­
nition. In the ABC News interview this 
week, Bush criticized the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court for ruling that 
denying marriage rights to gays violates 
that state's constitution.

Some gay rights advocates said the 
president's criticism of the court suggests 
he may be siding with social conservatives 
and anti-gay groups, which have 
denounced the Massachusetts high court 
for essentially legalizing same-sex mar­
riage. The court ordered the state legisla­
ture to rewrite the state's marriage law to 
bring it into compliance with what the 
court says is a provision in the 
Massachusetts Constitution that grants 
gay couples equal access to the institution 
of marriage and marriage benefits.

"The court has said that same-sex cou­
ples in Massachusetts should have the 
same right to marry," said Matt Foreman, 
executive director of the National Gay & 
Lesbian Task Force. "And now the presi-

Please see BUSH on Page 8

'The position of this administration is that what­
ever legal arrangements people want to make, 
they're allowed to make, so long as it's embraced 
by the state,' said President Bush

MARRIAGE DEBATE: Local gay men and 
lesbians weigh in on gay marriage. Page 3

GINGERBREAD & MUSIC: Community 
events are chronicled in photos. Page 4
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Houston weighs in on
gay marriage debate

In 1940, when Lucille Ball married Desi Amaz, it would have been illegal in 37 states, says Houston attorney 
Jerry W. Simoneaux, Jr.

iWw.

Local activists agree: it’s all 
about marriage equality, 
and it's just a matter of time
By BINNIE FISHER

Whenever the topic turns to gay mar­
riage, Houston attorney Jerry W. 
Simoneaux, Jr. said his thoughts drift to an 
early morning in 1958 in Caroline County, 
Virginia.

That’s when law enforcement officers 
stormed into the bedroom of Mildred and 
Richard Loving and arrested them for the 
crime they had committed.

Their crime? Marriage. In 1958, in a num­
ber of states, it was against the law for whites 
to marry outside their race. The Lovings (he 
was white, and she was African-American) had 
been legally married in Washington, D.C., and 
in 1958 were living in Virginia, where their 
union was against the law.

Almost a decade later, the U.S. Supreme 
Court responded to a legal challenge filed by 
the Lovings and in 1967 declared the 
antimiscegenation law that made the mar­
riage of Richard and Mildred Loving a 
crime in Virginia to be unconstitutional. 
The 16 other states with such laws still on 
their books were forced to erase them.

“In 1958, interracial marriage was a hot- 
button issue,” Simoneaux said. “In 2003, gay 
marriage is a hot-button issue.”

Simoneaux, whose practice centers on 
helping gay and lesbian couples with many of 
the legal issues related to being coupled, said 
he believes that in time, the idea of same-sex 
marriage will go the way of interracial mar­
riage. It will eventually be sanctioned by the 
courts and be accepted by society

The issue resurfaced earlier this year 
when the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court ruled that it is unconstitutional for the 
state to exclude gay couples from civil mar­
riage. But instead of ordering clerks across 
the state to begin issuing marriage licenses 
to gay and lesbian couples, the court threw 
the matter into the hands of the state legis­
lature to “take such action as it may deem 
appropriate in light of this opinion.”

In Vermont, gay civil unions have gained 
legal acceptance, and in California, a 
domestic partner law is being adopted. 
Meanwhile, across Europe, a number of 
countries have either sanctioned gay mar­
riage or provided some sort of legal protec­
tion for gay unions.

Simoneaux said like interracial mar­
riage in the 1950s and ‘60s, gay marriage 
won’t go away as a hot-button issue. He said 
he believes it will continue to be challenged 
in the courts and in society until it is not

only legal, but accepted.
“It’s really about marriage equality,” 

Simoneaux said. “Marriage equality is 
hard to argue against. Same-sex marriage 
is just a component of all that great big, 
wonderful thing we call ‘marriage,’ and 
we want to participate.”

Although there are some gays and les­
bians who say they would be happy with the 
same rights that are enjoyed by married cou­
ples, and that the idea of marriage really isn’t 
that important, attorney Mitchell Ratine 
said, gays and lesbians must demand more.

“If we accept equal rights without mar­
riage, we’re still less than equal,” he said. “It 
says that gay and lesbian relationships are 
not as worthy as heterosexual relationships. 
Gays and lesbians should not settle for less.”

Ratine, who was among the attorneys 
whose argument in Lawrence versus Texas 
earlier this year prompted the U.S. Supreme 
Court to strike down the state’s sodomy law, 
said with full marriage comes something 
that the courts cannot bestow.

“I want respect,” he said. “I want dignity. 
My family and my children are just as valu­
able as the married couple living next door.”

When gays and lesbians talk about set­
tling for less than marriage, Ratine said, he 
wonders what the nation would be like 
today if African Americans had been will­
ing to settle for less than full civil rights.

Just as those who opposed civil rights 

were operating out of fear, he said, the back­
lash to gay marriage is fear of the unknown.

“It’s all a matter of ignorance and fear,” 
he said. “I can’t understand what people are 
afraid of. Giving gays and lesbians the right 
to marry doesn’t weaken marriage.”

To Sue Lovell, a lesbian activist who ran 
unsuccessfully for city council this year, 
Simoneaux’s idea of “marriage equality” 
rings true.

“It’s about having equal rights in deci­
sion making and in decisions affecting our 
partners,” she said.

Coy Tow, executive director of the 
Houston Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and 
Transgender Chamber of Commerce said 
he believes marriage equality is inevitable.

“I really don’t believe that a country that 
believes in freedom and equality can contin­
ue to alienate any group of people and justi­
fy it under the law,” he said.

As for the defense of marriage measure 
being discussed in Congress, Tow said, 
“There is no justification for it other than 
bigotry and hatred. We may have some 
short-term loss, but as far as marriage is 
concerned, what do we have to lose? We have 
nothing to lose and everything to gain.”

And, as Simoneaux pointed out, in 1940, 
when a redheaded Irish-American starlet 
named Lucille Ball married a Cuban ban­
dleader named Desi Arnaz, “That would 
have been illegal in 37 states.”
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A very Chamber New Year's Eve
Gay and lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce 
kicks up its heels on 
New Year's Eve
By BINNIE FISHER

A tradition of several years 
now, the New Year’s Eve Gala host­
ed by the Houston Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender 
Chamber of Commerce is selling 
quickly this year.

Chamber Executive Director 
Coy Tow said this year’s event at 
the Warwick Hotel is being called 
Boots, Black Tie and Boogie, and 
he maintains that it is the best 
New Year’s party value in 
Houston.

The evening begins with cock­
tails at 7 p.m., and Tow said, there 
are several ways to participate this 
year.

“We have two dinner options 
this year, a VIP dinner on the 12th 
floor with a beautiful view of the 
city and with all the courses, and a 
buffet downstairs in the main ball­
room.”

Another option is to attend the 
New Year’s party sans dinner. Tow 

said those who attend the party 
will find entertainment through­
out the evening with casino 
games, dancing and a cabaret 
lounge where Marsha Carlton, 
Glynda McGinnis and Kelly 
Lauren will play 45-minute sets.

“They sing popular songs and 
Broadway tunes,” Tow said. 
“People gather around the piano 
and sing along.”

He said those who play casino 
games will find that their winnings 
can be used to bid on items in a 
silent auction later in the evening.

For almost a decade, the 
Warwick has been the venue for a 
gay New Year’s celebration, Tow 
said.

“The Chamber has been doing 
it for several years,” he said.

Money raised from the event 
goes directly into Chamber coffers 
and is used for programs to benefit 
the gay and lesbian community

“It is the Chamber’s major 
fundraising event,” Tow said. “It 
helps us get our year going.”

In 2004, Tow said, the New 
Year’s gala will provide funding 
for the Chamber to start a new pro­
gram that will be announced after 
the first of the year.

In addition next year, he said, the 
Chamber will coordinate with the 
Houston Area Teen Coalition of 

Homosexuals (HATCH.) to estab­
lish an internship program.

“We’re looking to do a lot more 
community outreach,” he said. 
“We really want to make Houston 
more high profile.”

Although money raised during 
the evening benefits Houston, Tow 
said, the gala attracts gays and les­
bians from other cities in the state, 
including Dallas, Austin and San 
Antonio.

Although other cities may have 
New Year’s events for gays and les­
bians, he said, he doesn’t know of 
another event in the state on the 
scale of Boots, Black Tie and Boogie.

The Warwick is a first-class 
venue with excellent cuisine, and 
it offers just the right space for the 
Chamber’s gala, Tow said.

“I don’t think anything com­
pares,” he said.

Prices for the evening start at 
$69 per person for those who want 
to attend the party, dance, lounge 
around the piano and play casino 
games.

Add the buffet, and lbw said, the 
price is $89 per person. The formal 
dinner with wine and cocktails on the 
12th floor that includes the additional 
events is priced at $169 per person.

For $500 per couple, Tow said 
two people can enjoy the VIP din­
ner, the New Year’s party and an

Champagne flowed and couples kissed as the clock struck midnight at last year's New 
Year's Eve Gala hosted by the Houston gay and lesbian chamber.
(Photo by Dalton DeHart)
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overnight stay at the Warwick.
The party includes party 

favors, champagne toasts at mid­
night and a New Year’s breakfast.

Tow stressed that the party is 
not just for couples. “This year, 
we’re doing something we’ve 
never done before. We’re going to 
have a singles mixer at the cabaret 
from 9:30 to 10:30,” he said.

He added that persons who 
want to stay at the hotel but don’t 
want to invest in the VIP package 
will be offered a special Chamber 
rate of $89.

“On any night, $89 for a room 
at the Warwick is an amazing 

price,” he said.
Tow said the Chamber has 

already sold out one of the VIP 
dinner rooms and is now spilling 
over into a second seating area.

Reservations must be made in 
advance by calling the Chamber at 
713-523-7576.

O MORE INFO
Boots, Black Tie and Boogie 
7p.m.-2 a.m. New Year's Eve 
Warwick Hotel 
5701 Main St.
713-523-7576

Sandy Mock (left) and his partner, Chuck Robinson, put the finishing 
touches on a gingerbread house as Chuck’s daughter, Stacy, supervis­
es during the annual Gingerbread House Party hosted by Houston Gay 
& Lesbian Parents.

—

Houston 
Holidays

(All photos by Dalton DeHart)
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Wes Travis breaks into song as Josue Casillas provides the accordion accompani­
ment during the annual holiday party of Gay Men's Chorus of Houston.
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Michael Anderson is ready to roll on a donated 
bicycle during the Bayou City Boys Club's toy drive 
and Christmas Party.
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Same-sex divorce fuels debate over Iowa marriage law
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — A judge’s divorce decree for two women sparked a legal challenge 
that could help decide whether some states can bar same-sex unions while others permit it. 
Gay rights activists say the divorce between Kimberly J. Brown, 31, and Jennifer S. Perez, 26,

Matt Coles, director of the ACLU's 
Lesbian & Gay Rights and AIDS projects, 
said an Iowa judge's divorce decree for 
two women does not threaten that 
state's laws against same-sex unions.

does not open the door to recognition of same-sex rela­
tionships, but a conservative group said it will ask the 
Iowa Supreme Court to overturn the decree. “We 
believe the judge exceeded his authority,” said Chuck 
Hurley, president of the Iowa Family Policy Center, a 
family advocacy group. Hurley and other conservatives 
fear the judge’s decree, which refers to the union as a 
marriage, is the first step in legitimizing unions not 
permitted under an Iowa law passed in 1997. Brown and 
Perez, both of Sioux City, went to Vermont in March 
2002 to take advantage of that state’s civil union laws. 
Their divorce was granted Nov. 14 in Woodbury County 
District Court. Gay rights advocates said the divorce 
doesn’t threaten Iowa’s laws. “I don’t think this case sets 
the basis up for a challenge to Iowa’s refusal to marry 
same-sex couples,” said Matt Coles, director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union’s Lesbian & Gay Rights 
and AIDS projects. “What the judge did here was he 
effectively said for the purposes of sorting this out and 
letting people go their ways, we’U recognize the rela­
tionship and end it in an orderly way”

Lafayette school board 
won't apologize to gay mom
LAFAYETTE, La. (AP) — After a marathon 
meeting, the Lafayette Parish School Board 
refused to apologize last week to a mother 
whose 7-year-old boy was punished for 
telling another child she is gay. The incident 
attracted national attention after the moth­
er, Sharon Huff, complained to the 
American Civil Liberties Union. The 
school’s superintendent, James Easton, 
maintained that the boy’s teacher was not at 
fault, insisting the boy wasn’t disciplined 
for saying “gay.” But that’s the reason 
spelled out on a form Marcus McLaurin 
brought home to his surprised mother last 
month. The ACLU demanded an apology, 
saying the child’s free-speech rights had 
been violated, and asked that the incident 
be removed from record. But the school 
board wouldn’t back down, insisting again 
by a vote of 5-3 that it was “never the intent 
or purpose” to discipline the child for hav­
ing used the word “gay” An ACLU lawyer 
from New York who attended the meeting, 
Ken Choe, expressed disappointment and 
suggested a lawsuit could be in the works.

Ohio House votes to refuse 
recognition of gay marriage

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Democrats called 
a bill prohibiting the recognition of gay mar­
riage in Ohio unnecessary government 
intrusion. Republicans said the bill was need­
ed to avoid courts dictating state policy Gay 
marriages would not be recognized in Ohio 
under a bill the Ohio House passed Dec. 
ll.The Republican-controlled House voted 69- 
23 along largely partisan lines to declare that 
same-sex marriage is against “the strong 
public policy of the state.” Republicans said 
the bill was necessary to prevent gay couples 
legally married elsewhere from having those 
marriages recognized in Ohio. House 
Speaker Larry Householder said he was 
opposed to having “outside influences dictate 
public policy in the state of Ohio.”

Group launches national program to 
educate vets about gays in military
ATLANTA (AP) — A national project 
began Dec. 11 to educate veterans about 
gays in the military, a decade after 
Congress passed the “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” policy. The Military Education 
Initiative plans to reach out to veterans 
groups around the country, providing 
speakers to chapter meetings and conven­
tions to open the dialogue about the mili­
tary’s policy on gays. “As a veteran, I 
appreciate that the 27 million of my fellow 
vets are well regarded on Capitol Hill,” 
said former Army Maj. Jeff Cleghorn, 
director of the Atlanta-based initiative. 
“Veterans’ opinions on the DADT policy 
are very important.” The non-profit initia­
tive, a project of the Center for the Study 
of Sexual Minorities in the Military at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, 
will begin reaching out to veterans groups 
in Atlanta, Seattle, San Diego and San 
Francisco, Cleghorn said.

Lawsuit defends GSA at
Colorado Springs high school

DENVER (AP) — The American Civil 
Liberties Union filed a lawsuit against 
Palmer High School of Colorado Springs on 
Dec. 12 for refusing to recognize a club that 
includes gays. The lawsuit, filed in U.S. 
District Court, said the school has repeated­
ly refused to recognize the Palmer High 
Gay-Straight Alliance. Mark Silverstein, 
legal director of the Colorado ACLU, said 
similar clubs are operating at 50 high 
schools in Colorado. The federal Equal 
Access Act requires schools to grant equal 
access to all student clubs on a nondiscrim- 
inatory basis. Any schools that allow clubs 
that are not class-related must follow the 
statute, Silverstein said. Palmer principal 
Karin Reynolds said it was the school dis­
trict’s decision not to recognize the group.

From staff and wire reports
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Gay Jewish writer gives up sex with men
Benkof's newfound faith in 
Orthodox Judaism won’t 
allow same-sex relationships
By CHRISTOPHER SEELY

As David Bianco, he created a syndica­
tion service that provides articles to 
dozens of gay media outlets, including this 
newspaper.

As David Benkof, he will soon appear 
on national television to oppose gay mar­
riage.

When a gay person comes out of the 
closet, rainbow flags wave and a celebra­
tion ensues. But when a gay person opts to 
pursue opposite-sex relationships, that 
support turns to silence or even attacks, 
according to Benkof, whose legal name 
change will be final next year.

"Nobody gets a parade for leaving the 
gay community, and Pm one of the more 
high-profile people to have gone through 
this transition and been public about it," 
Benkof said.

Benkof was formerly well known in gay 
media circles as journalist-entrepreneur 
David Bianco, who in 1995 founded Q 
Syndicate, a media service that provides 
columns, cartoons, crossword puzzles and 
horoscopes to the gay press.

Now Benkof has come out in opposition 
to gay marriage, calling it unholy in "J," a 
weekly northern California Jewish publi­
cation.

"Some love relationships can be 
holy and some — such as those 
between members of the same sex 
— cannot," Benkof said in the Nov. 
28 edition.

Later this month, he will defend 
his stance during an appearance 
on "Ricki Lake" dedicated to the 
gay marriage debate, he said.

"I believe that marriage is a fun­
damental bedrock of society that 
comes from God, that has a specific 
definition that God gave us, which 
is a man and a woman," Benkof 
told Houston Voice.

Benkofs new political views, 
rooted in his religious convictions, 
leave gay activists divided over 
whether Benkof is now an enemy 
to the gay rights movement he once 
supported.

"The bottom line is that his reli­
gious views themselves are despi­
cable and detestable because they 
are saying that gay is bad," said 
Wayne Besen, author of a recent 
book criticizing "ex-gay" min­
istries. "Anyone who would say 
that is not a friend of the gay move­
ment."

But despite Benkofs new beliefs, 
he is not anti-gay, according to Paula 
Martinac, editor at Q Syndicate and 
a former co-worker of Benkof.

David Benkof, formerly known as David Bianco, left behind 
his life as a gay author and media entrepreneur because it 
didn't fit with his religious views. (Photo courtesy of Q 
Syndicate)

gays to adopt children, but believes that 
"In my opinion, David is neither active­

ly working to 'convert' gay people to het­
erosexuality nor trying to harm the gay 
movement," Martinac said. "Although our

straight couples should be given priority 
over gay couples, he said.

"I have tremendous respect for the rela­
tionship choices and integrity of my gay

David Benkof's view of gay sex is 'at odds with how most 
American Jewsthink,’ according to Wayne Besen, who is gay, 
Jewish and author of Besen, ’Anything but Straight: 
Unmasking the Scandals and Lies Behind the Ex-Gay Myth,’ 
released this year. (Photo courtesy Wayne Besen)

political views are pretty far 
apart, anti-gay' is not a term I 
would use for him."

Gays and Judaism

Earlier this year, Benkof 
began the process of changing his 
name from Bianco in honor of the 
30-year anniversary of the death 
of his grandfather, Julius Benkof, 
and "secondarily to reflect that I've 
changed sexual identity," he said.

In 2001, Benkof sold Q 
Syndicate to Rivendell Media, 
another agency closely tied with 
the gay press that distributes syn­
dicates and works with advertisers 
that want to reach the gay market.

In September 2003, Benkof sev­
ered his ties with the company 
completely, no longer writing his 
column, "Over the Rainbow."

"It was increasingly odd to be 
supervising content for the gay 
media on a day-to-day basis when 
in my own life I was moving away 
from gay identity," Benkof said.

Politically, Benkof said he still 
supports allowing gays to serve 
openly in the military and ban­
ning employment discrimination 
based on sexual orientation.

Benkof also supports allowing

friends, but I also have to say that I think 
opposite-sex relationships are in some way 
better than same-sex relationships, espe­
cially when it comes to raising of chil­
dren," he said.

"I don't hate the sin, and I don't hate 
who I was 10 years ago,"

Benkof said. "Gay sex is just inconsis­
tent with traditional religious life."

But others disagree with Benkofs inter­
pretation of the requirements of Jewish 
faith.

"I find his version of Judaism to be 
backwards and at odds with how most 
American Jews think," Besen said. "Maybe 
he and Dr. Laura can powwow, but the 
majority of Jews think it is a slap in the 
face and an affront to Judaism."

Besen, who is Jewish, authored 
"Anything but Straight: Unmasking the 
Scandals and Lies Behind the Ex-Gay 
Myth," released this year.

Modern knowledge of psychology, soci­
ology and history has changed the role of 
women in mainstream Judaism and 
should be considered when examining 
gays, according to Rabbi Joshua Lesser, 
leader of Congregation Bet Haverim, a 
predominately gay Reconstructionist syn­
agogue in Atlanta.

"Judaism has never been an island — it 
has always shifted and changed in rela­
tionship to the knowledge of the day," said 
Lesser, who is gay. "We have a completely 

different understanding of what it means 
to be gay than when the Bible was writ­
ten."

Human error also played a part in the 
writing of the Bible, Lesser said.

"I feel sad for people who have a funda­
mentalist understanding of the Bible," he 
said. "It is so limiting because that view of 
God is often, in my opinion, masqueraded 
feelings of hatred of human beings. There 
is a lot of hatred that gets masqueraded as 
God when it is really human hatred and 
ignorance in the Bible."

Not just about sex?

During a trip to Israel in 2002, Benkof 
realized that he was "falling short of the 
things traditional Jews do," he told 
Houston Voice.

"I ,was not keeping Shabbat, I was hav­
ing sex with men, and I was not living in 
Israel," Benkof said.

The realization came after years of 
"having all kinds of Internet hook-ups and 
doing the urban gay male lifestyle thing,” 
he said.

Benkof, now 33, came out of the closet 
at age 19, and had gay sex for years even 
though he felt unhappy doing it.

"Between 1995 and 2001, I was having 
gay sex a lot, feeling like it was wrong but 
I had no choice," he said.

After his trip to Israel, Benkof slowly 
started living within the parameters of 
Orthodox Judaism and gradually cut out 
gay sex altogether.

"There was a long time where I believed 
that gay identity and gay lifestyle was ulti­
mately going to be consistent with a tradi­
tional Jewish observance because I bought 
into the notion that God had made me gay," 
Benkof said. "And if God had made me gay, 
I thought of course he would expect me to 
express that sexuality."

But Benkof concluded that being gay is 
a social construct not intended by God, 
thus ruling out his justification for man- 
on-man sex.

"Historians all agree that there is no 
evidence of a gay minority," he said. "If 
that's true, it means that God doesn't make 
people gay. That doesn't mean it is a choice, 
but a social construct."

Benkof is now celibate, and said he 
hopes to meet a "woman with whom I can 
bring pleasure and joy, and with whom I 
can have a nice-if-not-spectacular bedroom 
life and create a beautiful Jewish family."

But he identifies as a bisexual who 
refrains from his desire for men.

"I think the 'story' here is more about 
my ideas than arousal and attractions, but 
it is true that if I go to the beach and a 
handsome man walks by I'm still going to 
turn my head," he said.

Benkof also reserves the right to be gay 
again.

"Everybody should be able to have 
whatever lifestyle feels right for them at 
any point in their life," he said.
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German lawmakers approve memorial for gay victims of Nazis
BERLIN (AP) — Germany will build a national memorial to 
gays persecuted or killed under the Nazis, complementing 
the planned German memorial to the 6 million Jews who 
died in the Holocaust, parliament decided last week. Nazi 
Germany declared homosexuality an aberration that threat­
ened the German race and convicted some 50,000 gays as 
criminals. An estimated 10,000 to 15,000 gay men were deport­
ed to concentration camps, where few survived. 
“Homosexual victims of the Nazi regime were mostly shut 
out of Germany’s culture of remembrance in the past. That 
is now over,” Greens lawmaker Volker Beck said. Architects 
will be asked to submit design proposals for the memorial, to 
be built on the edge of the Tiergarten park in central Berlin 
near the Brandenburg Gate and the planned Holocaust 
memorial. The German government will contribute $610,000. 
Few gays convicted by the Nazis came forward after World 
War II because of the continuing stigma — and because the 
law used against them remained on the books in West 
Germany until 1969. The German parliament last year 
issued a formal pardon for gays convicted under the Nazis.

German lawmaker Volker Beck, a
Greens Party member, said gay 
victims of the Nazis now will be 
included in Germany's remem­
brance of Holocaust atrocities 
through a new national memorial.

Trans performer wins 
fans in South Korea

A transgendered woman is taking South 
Korea by storm, winning prominent 
singing and acting jobs and legions of fans 
of all ages, according to a report in the 
Washington Post. In a widely publicized 
move, the government allowed Lee Kyong 
Eun, a 28-year-old entertainer known by 
the stage name Ha Ri Su, to change her 
gender from male to female on official 
state documents. Since then, she has 
starred in TV shows and commercials and 
been featured regularly in fashion maga­
zines. “South Korea entered the new mil­
lennium as a different, more open nation,” 
Lee told the Post. “Gay rights, transgender 
rights and women’s rights — things we 
would never have dealt with before — are 
now open for debate. We are living in a 
changing society. I am proof of that.” 
South Koreans are experiencing newfound 
freedoms 15 years after the end of author­
itarian rule, and the nation is in the midst 
of a renaissance of progressive thought, 
according to the Post report.

Chileans indicted for recording 
judge saying he visited gay parlor
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — Six people, 
including five TV journalists, were 
indicted Dec. 11 for using a hidden cam­
era to capture footage of a judge saying 
he visited a gay massage parlor. Judge 
Gabriela Perez charged a director, pro­
ducer and three journalists at the pri­
vate television station Chilevision, as 
well as the manager of the gay business, 
with illegally recording Judge Daniel 
Calvo without his consent. Chilevision 
said it provided a camera to Sebastian 
Rodriguez, manager of the parlor, who 
carried it hidden into Calvo’s office to 
record the conversation. The program 
aired Nov. 5. As a result of the program, 
Calvo was removed from a case he was 
investigating on an alleged sexual child 
abuse network and now faces expulsion 
from the judiciary. If found guilty, the 
men can be fined and sentenced to 
prison terms ranging from 51 days .to 
nearly a year and a half.

Gay Canadian lawmaker 
changes parties, gets promoted
OTTAWA, Canada — Canadian representa­
tive Scott Brison, formerly a Conservative 
MP from Nova Scotia, is the first openly gay 
man appointed to a Canadian cabinet, 
according to media reports. New Prime 
Minister Paul Martin named Brison his 
Parliamentary Secretary His responsibili­
ties will include work to improve relations 
between Canada and the United States; he 
will have an unofficial role as the govern­
ment’s liaison to gay Canadians, according 
to media reports. Brison’s promotion comes 
a week after he changed parties to join the 
Liberals, the Canadian Press reported. 
Brison was said to be unsettled by the recent 
merger of the Alliance party with the 
Conservatives, according to news reports. 
The businessman and investment banker 
voted for the merger but told the Canadian 
Press he did so with serious reservations.

Gay couple in Taiwan 
awaits legalization of union
TAIWAN — Unprecedented legislation being 
finalized by government officials in Taiwan 
would complete the marriage process for the 
nation’s first gay couple, Agence France- 
Presse reported. Shu Yu-Shen, a gay writer, 
had hundreds of guests and international 
media attention for his wedding seven years 
ago to Gray Harriman, a Uruguay citizen, 
according to media reports. The ceremony 
was Taiwan’s first — and so far, only — pub­
lic gay wedding, Agence France-Presse 
reported. Shu, now 42, is ready to add a mar­
riage license to his union as the government 
works on legislation that would allow gay 
marriages or civil unions. “I am really look­
ing forward to the day when it becomes a real­
ity,” Yu-Shen told Agence France-Press. He 
said positive media coverage of his union 
with Harriman helped reduce social bias 
toward gays in Taiwan. A human rights bill 
now being drafted by the nation’s cabinet 
would allow gay marriages and allow gay 
couples to adopt children, according to media 
reports. Taiwan would be the first Asian 
country to legally recognize same-sex unions.

From staff and wire reports

Christmas Ere Services 
Wednesday, December 24, 2003 

7 p.m. 10 p.m.

zNew year’s Ere 
Wednesday, December 31, 2003 

‘Doiluck Meal, 10 p.m. 
Watch ■ Night Service, / / p.m.

Resurrection MCC 
2025 W. 11th St- Houston TX 77008 - 713-861-9149 

www.resurrectionmcc.orq

December 2ist:’’The First Miracle Comes to Pass

December 24th, 7pm: 
Special Candlelight Service

Rev. Janet Parker

Maranatha
Fellowship

Metropolitan
Community Church

"Building Community Through Compassion'

Visit Our New Improved & Larger Nursery/Children’s area

Church Service begins 
at 10am and nursery 
is available for small 
children. Shepherd 
Groups meet during 
the week for prayer 

and bible study, 
contact church office 

for information.

Please Join Us For 
Praise and Worship at 
our Sunday Morning 

Service And Experience 
the Love of God!

3333 Fannin, Suite 106, at 10AM
Church office 713-528-6756 • E-mail maranatha@evl.net 

www. maranathamcc. com
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Salvation Army still target of holiday protests
Voucher campaign highlights 
charity's stands on gay issues
By RYAN LEE

Gay rights groups continue to target the 
Salvation Army’s red kettles, hoping to 
persuade the Christian charity organiza­
tion to end its anti-gay policies.

For the third consecutive holiday season, 
gay rights supporters can drop a note of 
protest into the red kettles in lieu of spare 
change traditionally intended for the buckets.

“This holiday season I am supporting 
organizations that do not discriminate in any 
way against people based on sexual orienta­
tion, gender identity or any other reason,” 
reads a voucher created by Soulforce, a 
national gay rights interfaith group.

“I will not donate to the Salvation Army, 
and will instead give to other charities, 
until the Salvation Army stops discrimi­
nating against the lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender community in hiring, fir­
ing, promotion and in the provision of ben­
efits,” continues the voucher, which can be 
downloaded from www.soulforce.org.

But officials with the Salvation Army 
said the vouchers haven’t registered with 
the group.

The charity hasn’t noticed the three-year 
protest, according to Maj. George Hood, the 

Salvation Army’s national community rela­
tions and development secretary.

“This is the first I’ve heard anything 
about it, so the folks in the field either 
aren’t seeing it, or are not reporting it,” 
said Hood, who is quoted on the Soulforce 
voucher as saying that hiring gay employ­
ees “really begins to chew away at the the­
ological fabric of who we are.”

The purpose of the kettle protest is to 
let gay men and lesbians who want to con­
tribute to charity know that they can do so 
without funding discrimination against 
themselves, said Laura Montgomery Rutt, 
director of communications for Soulforce.

“The Salvation Army has come out in 
past years and said, in essence, that homo­
sexuality is a sin to them,” Rutt said. 
“They are certainly free to believe what 
they believe, but it’s so important that gay 
people know that when they drop money 
into a Salvation Army kettle, they’re fund­
ing their own oppression.”

Protest launched after
White House lobbying

Soulforce and other gay rights groups 
ramped up protests against the nation’s 
oldest charity in 2001, after the Salvation 
Army’s national body officially adopted 
two gay-related positions.

That year, the Salvation Army 
announced it would allow its four regional

Instead of dropping money into Salvation Army kettles 
during the holiday season, gay religious group Soulforce 
wants supporters to give vouchers protesting the 
group's anti-gay policies. (Photo by R.O. Youngblood) 

territories to make their own decisions 
about offering domestic partner benefits to 
employees. On Nov. 1,2001, the Western ter­
ritory announced it would offer domestic 
partner benefits in compliance with a San 
Fransisco law requiring all city contrac­
tors to provide domestic partner benefits.

Less than two weeks later, the Salvation 
Army’s national Commissioner’s 
Conference revoked the domestic partner 
policy, saying it was intended to provide 
benefits to an employee’s spouse and chil­

dren — not unmarried partners.
That same year, the Washington Post 

leaked a 79-page internal memo from the 
Salvation Army that claimed President 
Bush made a “firm commitment” to honor 
the organization's request to be exempt 
under Bush’s “faith-based" initiative from 
state and local laws banning discrimina­
tion on the basis of sexual orientation.

The Genesee County Michigan chapter 
of Parents, Families & Friends of Lesbians 
& Gays became the first group to launch a 
voucher protest in 2001, soon followed by 
PFLAG chapters throughout the country.

This year, instead of organizing a 
national kettle voucher protest, PFLAG 
allows each chapter to decide whether to 
continue dropping the vouchers in 
Salvation Army buckets.

“In a lot of places, it was a really great 
way for people to express their frustration 
with the Salvation Army and its anti-gay 
policies,” said Ron Schlittler, director of 
the field and policy department at PFLAG.

“But in some places — particularly small­
er towns where the Salvation Army were the 
only [charity] in town — it kind of backfired, 
and our chapters were criticized for picking 
on this so-called 'good' organization,” he said.

Schlittler praised Soulforce’s effort to 
continue the protest on a national level.

“In the context of movement politics, 
none of us can really own these strate­
gies,” Schlittler said.

Bush: Massachussetts court 'overreached its bounds'
BUSH, continued from Page 1

dent is saying if we win somewhere the 
freedom to marry, it’s necessary to amend 
the Constitution. That’s the necessity that 
he's talking about. That's unconscionable. 
That's outrageous."

NGLTF has characterized the presi­
dent's remarks as a "declaration of war on 
gay America."

The Human Rights Campaign, the 
nation's largest gay political group, called 
on the president not to "join attacks on 
American families by supporting a dis­
criminatory, anti-gay amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution."

"It's never necessary, in fact it would be 
shameful, to insert prejudice and discrimi­
nation into the U.S. Constitution," said 
Winnie Stachelberg, HRC's political director.

But some observers contend that the 
president's words were deliberately vague 
and leave the door open for the Bush 
administration to possibly endorse a plan 
for state-sponsored civil unions or domes­
tic partnerships.

Log Cabin urges caution for activists

Patrick Guerriero, executive director of 
Log Cabin Republicans, a gay GOP group, 
said the organization agrees with Bush's 
comment that marriage issues should be 

governed by the states. But Guerriero 
expressed concern over what he called the 
president's "possible support" for an anti- 
gay constitutional amendment.

"Log Cabin has consistently and clearly 
opposed any effort to write discrimination 
into the United States Constitution," 
Guerriero said. "Log Cabin urges the pres­
ident to avoid a divisive culture war that 
will only divide the American family."

When asked about Foreman’s statement 
that Bush's remarks are "unconscionable" 
and confirm his backing of a constitution­
al amendment, Guerriero urged caution 
from gay leaders.

"I would advise us to do the nitty-gritty, 
non-sexy work of educating the American 
people," he said, rather than reacting each 
time the president "restates his position 
against gay marriage — something every­
one has known" and "which is not that dif­
ferent from some of the leading 
Democratic presidential candidates."

Guerriero said his White House con­
tacts inform him that the administration 
is divided over the issue of a constitution­
al amendment. "There are strong opinions 
on both sides,” he said. T think you see the 
entire nation, including the president, is 
struggling with this brand new issue."

Although Bush's remarks on gay mar­
riage left room for debate and interpreta­
tion, he was clear in his opinion of the

Patrick Guerriero, executive director of Log Cabin 
Republicans, urged President Bush to avoid a 'divi­
sive culture war.'

Massachusetts court.
"Let me tell you, the court, I thought, 

overreached its bounds as a court," Bush 
said. "It did the job of the legislature. It 
was a very activist court in making the 
decision it made."

When Sawyer asked Bush if he believes 
the Defense of Marriage Act is enough to 
protect the institution of marriage, Bush 
said, "It may be undermined at this point."

The Defense of Marriage Act, or 

DOMA, defines marriage under federal 
law as a union between a man and a 
woman. Congress passed the act and 
President Clinton signed it in 1996.

"I also think it's very important, on this 
subject, that the country be tolerant of 
people and understand people," Bush said. 
"But tolerance and the belief in marriage 
aren't mutually exclusive points of view."

Mixed reaction from FMA supporters

Although Guerriero has said Log Cabin 
would likely not endorse Bush's re-election 
if the president supports the Federal 
Marriage Amendment, Log Cabin spokes­
person Mark Mead said it's far too early for 
the group to reach a decision on a Bush 
endorsement. Mead said Log Cabin 
remains hopeful that the president will not 
endorse a constitutional amendment.

Fearing that legalizing same-sex mar­
riage in Massachusetts could lead to fur­
ther court rulings requiring the other 
states to recognize such marriages, anti-gay 
groups have aggressively lobbied the White 
House to endorse the Federal Marriage 
Amendment. The amendment, drafted by a 
coalition of fundamentalist Christian 
groups, would amend the U.S. Constitution 
to, ban same-sex marriage as well as civil 
unions and domestic partnership laws, 
according to gay rights attorneys.
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Gays and lesbians feeling some relief
ASSAULTS, continued from Page 1

“It is not those people’s job to prevent 
panic in our community, it is our commu­
nity’s job to control panic in our communi­
ty,” he said. “Panic doesn’t help.”

Hill said unofficial reports in the area, 
which is already one of the highest crime 
areas in the city, speak of as many as a 
dozen attacks.

“The investigation of any of these 
anonymous assaults is an enormously dif­
ficult thing to do,” Hill said. “There’s no 
bread crumb trail. All you have is ‘he said,’ 
‘they said,’ ‘they thought.’”

He encouraged those in attendance to 
rely on the police to protect the neighbor­
hood while community members educate 
themselves on safety issues.

The meeting highlighted a stronger

Safety tips
• Avoid displaying large amounts of cash.

• Try not to carry a bag.

• Walk with an attitude

• Avoid street solicitors and keep at least five feet 
between you and strangers on the street.

• Park in well-lighted areas.

• Have you car keys ready before you get to your car.

• Check front and back seats before getting into your car.

• Avoid walking alone. You can ask a bar security guard to 
walk you to your.

• Always lock your doors as soon as you get into your car.

• Avoid shortcuts such as parking lots, alleyways or wood­
ed areas.

Meeting organizer John Szewczyk 
explains why some members of the 
gay and lesbian community are 
reluctant to file official police reports. 
(Photo by Dalton DeHart) 

need for the neighborhoods and homeown­
ers to remove overgrown bushes, clear out 
cluttered lawns and replace missing or 
burned out bulbs on lights, making it more 
difficult for attackers to surprise their vic­
tims, attack them and get away.

Since HPD can’t provide increased 
police presence indefinitely, groups like Q 
Patrol will have to fill in the gaps. Q Patrol 
provides a team of volunteers to patrol the 
area on weekends. Q Patrol members 
report suspicious or criminal activity like 
robberies and assaults to the police.

While not in serious need of funding, 
the organization has been suffering from a 
lack of volunteers to join the patrols. The 
group has six active volunteers who have 
committed to walking once a month.

“The problem is that even though I say 
we’ve got six, I’m not saying we’ve got six 
showing up every week,” Arasin said. “As 
far as people who are active, it’s a very 
small number, and they’re not there every 
week. That’s the situation we run into. 
There’s only so much we can do.”

While some in the community are con­
cerned that police have not yet labeled any 
of the attacks as hate crimes, the Lesbian 
and Gay Rights Lobby’s Ellis said it doesn’t 
matter why people are targeting the area, 
only that it’s happening at all.

“I think the important thing to remem­
ber is, they’re targeting our community,” 
he said. “Whether it’s because we’re gay 
and some stereotypes they think are more 
susceptible, or it’s because clubs are closer 
together, people are targeting that area.”

O MORE INFO

Ada Edwards, District D City Council Member 
900 Bagby street, first floor 
713-247-2001
Fax:713-247-2196
districtd@cityofhouston.net

Crime Stoppers
713-222-8477

Hate Crime Hotline
713-308-8737

Neartown HPD Storefront
804 Westheimer
713-284-8604
www.ci.houston.tx.us/departme/police/ 
cp5/sld001.htm

Q Patrol
713-528-SAFE
QPatrolHouston@yahoo.com
groups.yahoo.com/group/QpatrolHouston
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Mass. Senate asks court to clarify ruling
Legislators want to know 
if civil unions will suffice
ByJOECREA

BOSTON — The Massachusetts Senate 
voted unanimously last week to ask the 
state's Supreme Judicial Court if civil union 
legislation, complete with all the legal bene­
fits of marriage, would satisfy the court's 
ruling in November that denying marriage 
rights to gays is unconstitutional.

Senate President Robert Travaglini 
said the legislature is seeking "clarifica­
tion" on the ruling in which the court said 
it is wrong for the state to deny marriage 
licenses to gay and lesbian couples.

"There are a number of legal experts 
whose opinions differ on the interpreta­
tion [of the ruling]," Travaglini told the 
Associated Press. "Our intention was not 
to alter or modify the decision of the court, 
it was just to seek clarification."

Travaglini and members of the Joint 
Committee on the Judiciary attached to 
the advisory opinion request a civil union 
bill that they say confers all the protec­
tions and benefits of civil marriage that 
the high court requested.

Joan Kenney, public information officer 
for the SJC, confirmed receipt of the

Mass. Senate President Robert Travaglini said the 
legislature wants the state Supreme Judicial Court 
to clarify its November ruling that denying marriage 
rights to gays violates the state's Constitution.

Senate's request and said that the court is 
soliciting briefs from interested parties, 
which must be received by 5 p.m. on Jan. 
12. She said the justices could rule "any­
time" after the January brief deadline.

Gay Massachusetts State Sen. Jarrett T. 
Barrios (D-Middlesex) said that by seeking 
clarification from the SJC, the Senate is 
not moving toward a civil union bill.

"We are just seeking counsel," Barrio's 

said. "I'm confident that asking for clarifi­
cation is a politically sound approach at 
this point. I'm optimistic that it will help 
us gain clarity that this decision won't tol­
erate a civil union type of legislation."

The SJC issued its landmark ruling in 
mid-November and gave the legislature 180 
days to act as it "deems appropriate" before 
the decision takes effect.

The Massachusetts House, the more con­
servative of the two legislative bodies, has 
delayed plans to file its own civil union bill 
in light of the Senate's request to the SJC.

Gay activists and other supporters of 
same-sex marriage argue that the high 
court's ruling makes clear that nothing 
short of marriage will suffice.

"Based on the ruling, it's hard to imag­
ine that the court will accept civil unions," 
said Gary Buseck, executive director of 
Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders. 
"The opinion is filled with all kinds of 
marriage references.... all of it would sug­
gest that they are not open to an equal but 
separate system."

Decision expected by Feb. 11

Some legal experts, including Harvard 
Law School professor Laurence H. Tribe, 
suggested recently that civil union legisla­
tion might pass muster with the SJC.

"Civil unions with rights and duties 

fully equivalent to marriage except for the 
vital label of 'marriage' itself could con­
ceivably eliminate the one-vote margin by 
which the SJC last month held that the 
state's Constitution forbids limiting mar­
riage to opposite-sex couples, not as a mat­
ter of principle but as a matter of compro­
mise with what the justices might assume 
to be politically realistic," Tribe wrote in a 
letter to the editor of the Boston Herald.

Tribe, a recognized constitutional law 
expert, argued unsuccessfully in 1986 to 
have the Georgia sodomy law overturned 
in the case of Bowers vs. Hardwick.

Lawmakers say they hope to get a deci­
sion from the court before Feb. 11, when the 
House and Senate convene as a 200-member 
constitutional convention. At that time, 
they will also begin debate on a constitu­
tional amendment to ban same-sex mar­
riage in Massachusetts, Barrios said.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

O MORE INFO
Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders
30 Winter St, Suite 800
Boston, MA 02108
617-426-1350
www.glad.org
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Lying our way 
to equal rights
The gay marriage train is moving way too fast 
for many of our advocates, so some have chosen to 
pretend otherwise in an effort to trick our opponents.

By CHRIS CRAIN

OLITICIANS AND LAWYERS 
often fib. That won’t come as 
earth-shattering news to any­
one familiar with either 
species, but it is nonetheless 
troubling when they do.

It is even more troubling when they are 
truth-challenged in the cause of our equal 
rights. If we really believe our cause is just 
and we have faith in the American system, 
then our advocates should not be forced to 
tell whoppers on our behalf.

For one thing, we lose our moral high 
ground, which has won us victory after 
victory in recent court battles and in the 
hearts and minds of many fair-minded 
Americans. For another, playing fast and 
loose with the truth is almost always 
short sighted and ultimately counter-pro­
ductive. Your mom was right about that; 
just ask Bill Clinton.

So who exactly is lying on our behalf?

ADAM EBBIN, FOR ONE. EBBIN MADE 
history last month when he became the 
first openly gay candidate to be elected to 
the Virginia General Assembly.

He hasn’t even been sworn in yet, but 
as a longtime operative and gay activist, 
Ebbin is no stranger to how the truth can 
be shaded in tough political battles. So he 
was quick to respond when word came 
down this week that a Republican dele­
gate, Robert Marshall of Manassas, plans 
to introduce legislation that would pro­
hibit the state from recognizing Vermont- 
style civil unions from other states.

Activists are worried that something 
similar might be proposed by the Georgia 
General Assembly, especially since Ron 
Crews, the ex-preacher turned Republican 
who led the passage of Georgia’s Defense 
of Marriage Act, is now the point person 
on gay marriage nationally as head of the 
Massachusetts Family Institute.

Back in Virginia, Ebbin criticized the 
proposal as mean-spirited and meaning­
less, since Virginia doesn’t currently rec­
ognize civil unions and already has a 

Defense Of Marriage Act on the books 
that would prevent the state from recog­
nizing gay marriages.

Mean-spirited? Yes. Meaningless? By 
no means. Vermont-style civil unions 
offer very real protections to gay couples, 
and the “Full Faith & Credit Clause” of 
the U.S. Constitution requires Virginia to 
recognize Vermont civil unions, as if they 
were issued by Virginia itself.

So if Virginia passes legislation to block 
that from happening, then gay couples in 
the state will have an even tougher time get­
ting their civil unions recognized, since the 
courts would first have to find the state’s 
anti-civil union law unconstitutional. That’s 
no easy task in a state whose judicial sys­
tem is historically unfriendly to gays and 
other non-traditional couplings.

Ebbin’s lie was intended, of course, to 
calm the anti-gay momentum, but at what 
cost? If we don’t point out that real lives will 
be affected, what’s to stop the “mushy mid­
dle” of the Virginia legislature from taking 
the easy path and passing the legislation.

IF YOU BELIEVE DALE CARPENTER, 
then Adam Ebbin is lying. But then again, 
so is Dale Carpenter.

A longtime Log Cabin Republican now 
teaching law at the University of 
Minnesota, Carpenter testified at a 
Congressional hearing in September that 
the federal Defense of Marriage Act 
already prevents states from recognizing 
gay marriages recognized in other states, 
making unnecessary a proposed constitu­
tional amendment banning gay marriage.

But gay activists have said for a long 
time that DOMA is unconstitutional, due 
to our old friend the Full Faith & Credit 
Clause, which can only be trumped by 
another constitutional amendment. The 
pro-gay forces working on the September 
congressional hearing didn’t really 
believe Carpenter’s testimony, but they 
wanted to calm the momentum behind the 
anti-gay amendment.

' To be fair. Carpenter himself may not 

Publication

be lying. As a gay Republican, he is used 
to living with self-contradictions. As a 
supporter of states’ rights, Carpenter may 
well believe that a state should be free not 
to recognize a gay marriage from another 
state. But does he feel the same way about 
interracial marriages?

The Supreme Court never reached the 
issue directly, but the justices did decide 
in the 1967 case of Loving vs. Virginia 
(there’s that state again) that it was a vio­
lation of equal protection for states to pro­
hibit interracial couples from marrying.

Does Carpenter honestly believe that 
the court still would have allowed a state 
to refuse recognition of another state’s 
interracial marriage? Or does Carpenter 
believe that same-sex couples do not share 
with interracial couples a constitutional 
freedom to marry?

LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS LIKE 
Carpenter have no monopoly, to be sure, 
on dissembling as a civil rights strategy. 
Ruth Harlow, one of the heroes from the 
Texas sodomy win from earlier this year, 
did her share of fibbing.

During oral arguments on the case in 
March, about the only valid point made by 
Texas prosecutor Charles Rosenthal was 
that the court might be treading a slippery 
slope to gay marriage, and gay activists 
would surely take a sodomy decision in 
their favor and run to the proverbial altar.

Hogwash said Harlow, after the argu­
ment. Bringing up marriage was a need­
less “distraction,” she said then, because 
“this court knows the difference between 
a criminal law that invades people’s lives 
and the privacy of their homes, and one 
that offers them legal recognition.”

Of course Harlow knew then that her 
cohorts at Lambda Legal Defense & 
Education Fund would do exactly as 
Rosenthal said they would, and take a 
constitutional win on sodomy laws and 
argue that the same justifications are 
behind depriving gay couples of mar­
riage. Even Antonin Scalia, the arch-con­
servative, acknowledged as much.

IN ALL THREE SITUATIONS, THE LIE 
was seen as expedient, intended to calm 
the opposition so that they might not mar­
shal their forces too soon, when we’re not 
yet prepared. For many gay activists, the 
marriage train is moving much too fast, 
and the more we can delay the better.

But is that any way to win our civil 
rights? Are we really no better than our 
opposition, lying and misleading in a naked 
grab for as much power as we can get?

If we really believe in our cause, and we 
believe in our country, then we should fight 
the good fight, not play rope-a-dope. After 
all, we have a lot more 
than our credibility at ®
stake. ■! B

Chris Crain is 
executive editor of the 
Southern Voice 

and can be reached at 
ccrain@washblade.com ■



Wayne Besen is a former spokesperson for 
the Human Rights Campaign and is author 
of "Anything But Straight: Unmasking the 

Scandals and Lies Behind the 'Ex-Gay' Myth.” He 
can be reached at wbesen@aol.com
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point WAYNE BESEN

If presidential debates leave you snoring, try 

looking at the Democratic candidates like you 

might size up a potential romantic partner.

Flirting with 
the Democrats
FOR A DECADE I HAVE WORKED TO get 
gay Americans active in politics. The prob­
lem is most Americans, including gay men 
and lesbians, hate politics. They find poli­
cy debates boring and politicians boors.

I’ve watched C-SPAN 2 reruns at mid­
night, and thought, “Maybe the apathetic 
majority is right, this stuff is verbal Nyquil. 
I need to get a life and watch Comedy 
Central.” Then I see Sen. Trent Lott speak 
and realize I am watching Comedy Central.

It’s political season once again, and we 
must get interested in politics or bad men in 
bad suits will pass terrible laws that hurt our 
families. Perhaps we should look for uncon­
ventional ways to reach the, “I don’t know 
who Howard Dean is, but I can tell you what 
color panties Madonna wears” crowd. One 
way might be to describe these presidential 
wannabes as if they were potential dates.

Gen. Wesley Clark: The mysterious mil­
itary stud at the bar. He’s Mr. Right to every­
one, but no one really knows him. So they 
stand and ogle from across the dance floor 
while projecting on to Clark who they want 
him to be. But everyone is petrified to talk to 
the hottest guy in the bar, because they are 
afraid the moment he opens his mouth he 
will sound more like Richard Simmons than 
Rambo and the whole fantasy will be kaput.

Gov. Howard Dean: A sexy former 
high school wrestler with a lot of good 
qualities, including passion, inspiration 
and smarts. He’s also a wealthy doctor! 
But there is a monkey wrench in the Mr. 
Perfect scenario: He says really stupid 
things at stupid times and then habitually 
apologizes for the faux pas.

You want to take him home to meet 
Mom on Thanksgiving, but your scared 
he’ll blurt out that she looks too fat in her 
new dress to eat that last slice of pecan 
pie. And then, of course, he will say how 
sorry he is as he drives away in his pick­
up truck adorned with a Confederate flag.

Sen. John Kerry: On paper the guy looks 
flawless. He’s got the best online profile. And 
if he’s your boyfriend, you get to sip mimosas 
with big shots on Martha’s Vineyard! You 
really, really want it to work with Kerry and 
you hope it dicks. But alas, there is no chem­
istry and you have to call it quits.

As you try to leave his house, you have 
to get in line because his maid, gardener 
and chef are in front of you at the exit. 
Even his dog is trying to escape. The poor 
guy’s life is just disintegrating.

Rep. Richard Gephardt: He’s the old ex­
boyfriend you won’t marry, but you respect 
enough to keep him in your life. He’s once
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again trying to convince you to give him one 
more shot and promises “this time you’ll fall 
in love.” You agree out of loyalty, but on the 
way to meeting him at the big dance, you- 
run into someone more attractive and stand 
him up — this time for good.

Sen. Joe Lieberman: You go on a 
dinner date with him to a Chinese 
restaurant and like what he has to say. 
But he is so sonorous that you nod off 
and your face falls into the twice-cooked 
pork. If you thought Al Gore was wood­
en, this guy is a totem pole. He’s the nice 
guy that finished last.

Sen. John Edwards: He’s the cute guy 
with potential, but he smiles too much 
and looks like your little brother. He’s 
more of a one-night stand, and in the 
morning you roll out of bed and tell him 
you’ll see him in four years.

Rev. Al Sharpton: He’s the guy with no 
money who insists he can take you on a 

date at the finest restaurant in town. Once 
at the posh bistro he has a lot of good 
things to say, but you are distracted by his 
bizarre hairdo.

The Rest You might go on dates with 
them if you could just remember their names 
or where you put their phone numbers.

Yes, I know the bleak options I pre­
sented aren’t pretty. But we must vote 
because the alternative is marriage with 
a faux-macho cowboy from Maine who 
wears a bogus “Top Gun" flight suit, 
runs up his American Express bill and 
boasts how “big” he is. Despite his insis­
tence, we know the mass weapon he 
claims doesn’t exist.
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CALENDAR

Friday December 19th

Morning Prayer 10am

Monday December 22nd

Advent Series 6:30pm 

John the Baptist 

Eucharist 7:30pm

Thursday December 25th 

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Friday December 26th
Movie Night 7pm 

George of the Jungle 2

The project will be closed the 

week of December 29th -

January 2nd
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No 'eHarmony' for gays
Saying gay could 'turn off 
site's users, director says
By CHRISTOPHER SEELY

GAY INTERNET SURFERS SHOULD 
spare themselves the 30 to 40 minutes it 
takes to complete a personality profile for 
eHarmonycom, an online dating service.

The matchmaking site doesn't allow 
same-sex couplings because some mem­
bers could be “turned off” by refer­
ences to “MSM [men seeking men]” or 
“WSW” on the site, according to Dr. 
Steve Carter, director of 
research and product 
development.

“We are trying to be 
sensitive, but you get to 
the dilemma of trying 
to make everybody 
happy,” Carter said. “A 
lot of the core audience 
for the service are the 
Christian religious con­
servatives who would 
be turned off.”

Some visitors to the 
site complain that 
eHarmonycom doesn't 
warn gay hopefuls up 
front that same-sex 
matchmaking isn't 
included — before they 
fill out the site's person­
ality profile designed by psychologists.

The site’s developers considered 
implementing pop-up messages on the 
first page to forewarn gay surfers of 
the site’s policy, but site officials didn't 
want to scare away their target audi­
ence on the first page, Carter said.

Instead, an explanation of the site’s 
policy excluding gays was added in the 
Frequently Asked Questions sub-page, 
after gay users wrote in.

“We’re sorry if the placement of 
recent advertising led you to believe 
that we offer this service,” the explana­
tion states. "eHarmony’s matching sys­
tem is designed to match highly com­
patible men and women.”

The “phenomenon” of gay singles 
who want to find long-lasting relation­
ships through the site is “relatively 
recent” since the site’s inception in 
2000, Carter said.

“We don’t provide matchmaking for 
homosexual relationships,” Carter said. 
“What we are doing is trying to help 
solve a problem, and gay relationships 
just aren’t our agenda.”

THE FOUNDING PRINCIPLE FOR 
eHarmonycom is to “mitigate and 
prevent divorce” in heterosexual 
marriages by using more than 35 
years of research into what makes 
marriage work compiled by Dr. Neil 
Clark Warren.

In contrast, the driving force for 
gay-only matching site Edwina.com

is “to get people interacting with 
each other as soon as possible,” 
according to Carl Pritzkat, one of the 
site’s founders.

Edwina.com offers services for peo­
ple to meet for long-term relationships, 
friendships and sex.

Targeting gay couples exclusively 
was a “marketing decision,” 
Pritzkat said.

“We thought it would be a lot easier 
to have an impact on the LGBT market 
than to go out to the straight market as 
a whole,” he said.

Edwina.com uses algorithmic equa­
tions based on a questionnaire — not 

psychological data —to 
assist clients in meet­
ing a mate, Pritzkat 
said. The question­
naire and matching 
advice is based on 
what the site’s 
founders “have been 
through,” he said.

GAY RELATIONSHIP 
seekers rejected by 
the “valuM based” 
psychological evalua­
tions trurpjeted by 
eHarmonycom can 
also turn to 
Match.com, a service 
that employs profile­
matching question­
naires designed by

doctors. The site includes same-sex 
and opposite-sex matchmaking as part 
of the questionnaires.

“We use what we believe is the most 
scientifically valid test in this area on 
the Internet today to assess a member’s 
personality and allow them to get their 
matches using the results of this 
assessment,” said Trish McDermott, 
“vice president of romance” at 
Match.com.

“We have a very thriving gay and les­
bian community that we are very proud 
of, ” McDermott said.

0 ACTION!INFO
Edwina
Mediapolis, inc. 
307 Seventh Avenue 
11th Floor
New York, NY 10001 
212-377-3333 
www.edwina.com

eHarmony
300 N. Lake Ave., Suite 1111 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
626-795-4814
www.eharmony.com

Match
P.0. Box 3870 
McAllen, TX 78502 
800-926-2824 
www.match.com

www.cdwina.eom
1 Harmony' -

match com
Online dating sites run the gamut from 
straights only to gays only. Edwina.com 
services only gay men and lesbians, 
eHarmony.com excludes gays, and 
Match.com opens its services to every­
one, regardless of sexual orientation.
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on the record
“I think we’re all sinners. One of my 

favorite Bible verses says, ‘Why would I take 
a speck out of your eye when I have a log in 
my own?’... and having said that, however, I 
do believe in the sanctity of marriage.... But 
I don’t see that as conflict with being a toler­
ant person or an understanding person.”

President Bush, when asked by Diane 
Sawyer if gays are sinners and if their sin is 
any different from the sins of heterosexuals 
(ABC’s “PrimetimeLive,”Dec. 16)

“If the situation in Iraq stabilizes and the 
economy continues to improve, the debate 
over marriage could become one of the 
defining issues of the 2004 election.”

Tony Perkins, executive director of the 
anti-gay Family Research Council, on how 
Saddam Hussein’s capture could affect 2004 
campaign issues (FRCpress release, Dec. 15)

“Personally, I favor [Gene Robinson’s ordination]. But this diocese, and the whole 
American church, was not ready for that, and a lot of damage has been done.”

Episcopal Bishop Jerry Winterrowd, on why he now regrets voting in favor of the ordi­
nation of the denomination’s first openly gay bishop (Associated Press, Dec. 12)

“I don’t support gay marriages being 
given the same legal and community sta­
tus as a traditional marriage. I believe tra­
ditional marriage is one of the bench­
mark institutions of our society, and I 
hold that view very strongly. Even if you 
produced an opinion poll tomorrow that 
showed me 80 percent of the Australian 
community disagreed with me, I would 
still hold that view.”

Australian Prime Minister John 
Howard (West Australian, Dec. 8)

“I thought that [a Seattle contemporary 
arts center] proposing it to them was bet­
ter than the druggie homosexual newspa­
per calling up and saying, ‘Hey, can we 
borrow your kids for the weekend?”’

David Schmader, columnist for the Stranger alternative weekly newspaper in Seattle, 
on why he encouraged a local arts center to approach a high school about providing a 
venue for a school production of “The Breakfast Club” banned by administrators
(Associated Press, Dec. 12)

“I think I’m much more in touch with the average working people because that’s 
actually what I am: a working person of the district and independent business owner, 
and father, and husband and property owner.”

Chuck Morse, a first-time candidate announcing his plan to challenge Massachusetts 
Democrat Barney Frank, who is gay, for his congressional seat next year (Providence 
Journal, Dec. 1)

“I have a partner, a wife, which is a 
strange word for me to use. I never really 
used it until I got sued. And you want to 
know why? If you are a heterosexual talk 
show host and you’re sued by a major cor­
poration, anything you have said to your 
husband is privileged information. But if 
you are a homosexual talk show host and 
you’re sued by a corporation, anything 
you have ever said and/or written to your 
spouse, partner or wife is allowed to be 
entered into the record. It is totally 
unfair. And never in my wildest dreams, 
if you said to me you’re going to become 
an advocate for gay marriage, I’d say 
you’re on crack.”

Lesbian comedian Rosie O'Donnell, 
who ended a lawsuit last month filed by the 
Gruner + Jahr publishing firm responsible 
for the now-defunct Rosie magazine. A judge 
ruled neither side was entitled to damages. 
(Sirius OutQ satellite radio, Dec. 11)
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Donnie Day
Life Coach

Group Coaching
A small, interactive support group focused on 

Personal & Professional Development, 

emphasizing action, accountability and 

follow-through in a coaching environment! 
Come experience the synergy of the group!

Wednesdays 6:30-8pm, starting January 7

832.283.7390 • 4040 Milam, Suite 310 (Fitness Exchange Building) 

www.donnieday.com or e-mail: donnie@donnieday.com
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—Ryan Fugate 
Massage Therapist

I like to advertise with the 
Houston Voice because my 
business is primarily geared 
towards meeting the needs of 

GLBT/community/ Montrose area 
clients. I have had such great 
response to our ads, we will 
always advertise with you guys!

ALL THE NEWS FOR YOUR
AND YOUR TYLE

1-800-988-8586 (79c/mini 18+ 1-900-446-1212 <$i-99/mini wyyyyJnteractiveMale.com

FREE
TRIAL

Use Code: 1693

Houston 713-595-9952
817-289-1234 214-379-7979

210-933-1234 512-735-5002

Call Toll FREE 1-888-399-MALE

interactive

The “Art of Cut" is a precise 
hair cutting technique that uses the 
hate’s natural flow to achieve a look 
uniquely suited to each individual

Experts in advanced color techniques, 
color correction and classic highlights 
are only a phone call away.

2445 Hmos Blvd.
Call 713-522-2121
for a comeltmeutary consultation

We carry the complete line 
of Bumble & bumble products.

www.artofcut.com

of Cut

STOP 
GREEDY 

CORPORATE POLLUTERS 
& CORRUPT POLITICIANS

Work on exciting campaigns 
to protect public health and 
the environment. Kust have 
excellent communication 
skills. $34b/wk ♦ bonus. 
l:3C-lCpm K-F.

Call Clean Vater Action 
today! 713-522-9426.

- Clean Water Action
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By KAY DAYUS

When she was partnered with 
a woman, Judy Reeves said, they 

chose not to spend holidays with 
her parents, who lived in Houston at 

the time and are now deceased. “I liked 
to spend the time with people I liked or 

who liked me,” Judy said.” I wasn’t really 
estranged from them. They just didn’t always 
quite get it - me being gay.”

She is now married to a gay man, 
admittedly a marriage of conve­
nience. Reeves and her husband, 
Bruce, tried spending Christmas 
apart the first year they were 
married in 1988.

Bruce drove to Mississippi to 
spend Christmas with his parents 
but didn’t stay through the holi­
day He returned to Houston to 
spend the remainder of the time 
with his new wife.

Founders of the Gay and Lesbian 
Museum, the two now choose to spend 
the holiday together and go their separate 
ways afterward. This year, Judy said, “The 
day after Christmas, Bruce is leaving for 
Mexico to see his latest squeeze.”

Judy and Bruce married because she 
had nowhere to live at the time and needed 

Newly elected Houston City 
Controller Annise Parker 
(left) and her partner, Kathy 
Hubbard, are planning a quiet 

holiday with friends and 
daughters, Daniella and 

Marquitta Parker. (Photo by 
Dalton DeHart)

Holidays with the family don't always 
work out for gay and lesbian couples

Visions of families gathered together, fire­
places ablaze and trees laden with gifts dance in 
our heads as the music plays.

The scene painted by the words of holiday 
songs is one thing, but reality is something else. 
Psychotherapist Jamey Collins said whether his 
clients celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanza 
or Ramadan, the holiday season can be stressful 
for anyone-but that the tension is often “signifi­
cantly higher” for gay men and lesbians.

Home for the holidays is a nice thought, but 
it doesn’t always work for gays and lesbians.

(woe(cut HMaya
health insurance. As a single woman with health 
problems in 1988, Judy didn’t have access to 
health insurance. As a married woman, she 
could be added to the insurance that Bruce had.

“Although our marriage is strictly for conve­
nience, we are real good friends and I can’t see 
that changing,” Judy said.

Being gay and from different traditions can 
create its own holiday madness, as Barry Mandel 
learned the first time he went home for the holi­
days with his partner of 11 years, Scott Sawyer.

The two arrived by plane in Sawyer’s home­
town, Little Rock, Ark., on Christmas Eve, just in 
time to meet the folks at the Baptist church.

Please see FAMILIES on Page 19

A garland-adomed 
fireplace with a Menorah on 

the mantle says that when Scott Sawyer (left) and Barry Mandel got together 
11 years ago, they learned to mix holiday traditions. (Photo by Dalton DeHart)

HE SONGS THAT WHIRL 
around in almost every store these 
days advise that it’s the season to be 
jolly and that there’s “no place like 
home for the holidays.”

Mandel,
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Video 'gamers' list top picks for gay-inclusive gifts
Sexual orientation 'non-issue' 
in new role-play offerings
By VAN GOWER

WITH THE GIFT-GIVING SEASON UPON 
us, a growing number of gay "gamers" — 
or video game enthusiasts — will look into 
their stockings for new games or "add ons" 
to their existing collections.

Several role-playing games on store 
shelves boast gay content or make sexual 
orientation a "non-issue," says Chris Vizzini, 
a gay "gamer" who founded 
www.gaymer.org, an Atlanta-based online 
community for gay video game enthusiasts.

"How [characters] behave is the focus 
and the bulk of the game, not their sexuali­
ty," Vizzini says.

One of the most popular gay-inclusive 
games is the "Sims" role-playing series, 
which allows players to create characters, 
give them identities and shepherd them 
through a wide variety of lifelike situa­
tions. Characters can build homes, explore 
romantic relationships and start families.

What makes the "Sims" games unique 
is that male characters can choose male 
dates or partners, and female characters 
can choose female ones.

Add-on modules allow original "Sims" 
games to be expanded into new areas with 
different themes. "Sims: Hot Date," is a popu­

lar add-on with gay players because it allows 
them to put characters through an all-inclu­
sive, non-discriminating dating scene.

"All of the ‘Sims’ games allow same-sex 
relationships exactly equivalent to the oppo­
site-sex ones," said Lorelei Feldman, a mem­
ber of Outworlders, an Atlanta-based group of 
gay science fiction, fantasy and gaming buffs.

The "Sims" series even enables "hugs, 
kisses and — if you have the right down­
loads — sex," she says.

There are even opportunities in "Sims" 
games to play the home-wrecker, Vizzini says.

"In the original ‘Sims,’ a straight couple 
could be married, and you could even end 
up swiping her husband," he says.

ANOTHER GAME WITH GAY APPEAL IS 
the Japanese inspired "Dance Dance 
Revolution." Players buy modules for then- 
systems, and dance pads that plug into the 
systems are laid on the floor.

Onscreen animated characters dance to 
a playlist of some 27 dance tracks and club 
remixes. Players follow onscreen prompts 
and follow the music and steps to make 
their characters dance.

"A lot of the guys who have gotten it so 
far have been completely raving about it," 
Vizzini says.

Some games with less gay-centric themes 
also have a following with gay players.

"Amped 2" approximates the high-flying 
thrills of extreme snowboarding. Players can’t 
designate their characters’ sexual orientation,

’The Sims: Hot Date' video game lets players put their 
virtual counterparts through straight or gay dating 
situations. (Photo courtesy Electronic Arts, Inc.)

but they can orchestrate how they look.
"You can have them take off their shirts," 

Vizzini says. "All our characters are practi­
cally naked and big huge muscle guys."

The most popular game among the mem­
bers of Gaymer.org is Tom Clancy’s 
"Rainbow Six 3," according to Vizzini. Other 
movie-like games — whether they have spe­
cific gay content or not — are popular with 
gay gamers because they feature first-person 
perspectives that "get you in on the action," 
said Byron Erwin, a Gaymer.org member.

"It’s better than watching movies, 
because you’re in the movies," Erwin says.

BUT GAY-POSITIVE GAMES ARE ON 
the shelves among others that draw criti­

cism for anti-gay content. Violent first-per­
son games like "Postal 2" and "Grand Theft 
Auto 3" include gay characters — complete 
with pink shirts and other stereotypical 
signifiers — as targets for shooting or 
mutilation. The games’ creators argue that 
they aren’t anti-gay because gay targets 
are among other, non-gay targets.

In 1994, the industry’s top sellers 
established the Entertainment Software 
Ratings Board, a self-regulatory body 
that applies and enforces ratings guide­
lines. To date, the ESRB rates more than 
8,000 titles from "E" for everyone and "A" 
for adults.

Patricia Vance, president of ESRB, would 
not consent to an interview about gay con­
tent in video games. She released a prepared 
statement about how ratings are reached.

"The raters watch actual footage from 
the game and study its most extreme con­
tent, context and storyline," the statement 
reads. "After reviewing the game footage, 
they assign a rating category based on the 
most appropriate age audience."

All of the games with gay content men­
tioned in this article are rated "A" for 
adults or "M" for mature.

But outmoded stereotypes or game sce­
narios that feature gay targets don't offend 
most members of Gaymer.org, Vizzini says.

"Most of us don’t really care about 
that sort of stuff," he says. "It is just a 
video game."
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'Remembering Patsy Cline' 
MCA Nashville
www.rememberingpatsycline.com

'Just Because I'm a Woman: 
Songs of Dolly Parton' 
Sugar Hill Records 
www.sugarhillrecords.com

’Bette Midler Sings the 
Rosemary Clooney Songbook' 
Columbia Records 
www.columbiarecords.com

'Cher Live: The Farewell Tour* 
Warner Brothers Music 
www.wamerbrosrecords.com

music WINNIE MCCROY

Tribute CDs and compilations 

pay musical homage to 

gay favorites and legendary divas

New twists
SOME SONGS ARE UNFORGETTABLE. 
And in 2003, which might very well be 
remembered as the Year of the Tribute 
Album, listeners had more than one chance 
to appreciate various groundbreaking divas 
in the rock, pop and country music genres.

Remembering Patsy Cline

MCA Nashville made.# nice gesture with 
“Remembering Patsy Cline,” an all-star trib­
ute album released to coincide with what 
would have been the musical icon’s 71st 
birthday (on Sept. 8) and the 30th anniver­
sary of her induction in the Country Music 
Hall of Fame.

That makes it even sadder, then, that the 
transcendent works of this country 
crossover legend are generally watered 
down in this tribute.

The diverse lineup includes established 
artists such as Amy Grant, singing “Back in 
Baby’s Arms,” k.d. lang (“Leavin’ on Your 
Mind"), Natalie Cole (“I Fall to Pieces”), Lee 
Ann Womack (“She’s Got You”), as well as 
newcomers Norah Jones (“Why Can’t He Be 
You”), Michelle Branch (“Strange”) and 
Diana Krall (“Crazy”).

Despite the CD’s shortcomings, it is still 
interesting to hear Natalie Cole’s jazzy ver­
sion of “I Fall to Pieces,” the first track on 
the CD, and Martina McBride’s a capella ver­
sion of “Sweet Dreams.”

Just Because I'm a Woman: 
Songs of Dolly Parton

Say “Dolly Parton Tribute Album,” and a 
flock of female performers come running.

This CD highlights only a few of Dolly’s 
most famous hits, such as “I Will Always 
Love You” and “9 to 5.” But despite the 
wealth of B-side beauties, this understated 
collection sizzles.

Alison Kraus offers a mellow version of 
“9 to 5,” and lesbian icon Melissa Etheridge 
sings a beautiful, throaty rendition of “I 
Will Always Love You.”

Shania Twain’s take on “Coat of Many 
Colors" seems as highfalutin’ as a mink 
stole, while Sinead O’Connor delivers a 
twangy, appealing rendition of “Dagger 
Through the Heart.”

There are a few low points on this CD, 
but Parton doesn’t disappoint when she 
makes a contribution with a bonus track of 
“Just Because I’m A Woman,” a nice end to a 
worthwhile tribute album.

Bette Midler Sings the 
Rosemary Clooney Songbook

Like Bette Midler, this album is short and 
sassy. Perhaps the best of the bunch, the 
Divine Miss M joins Barry Manilow, every­
one’s favorite gay icon and her original

songs

piano player and musical director, to pay 
tribute to one of the first divas of cabaret in 
“Bette Midler Sings the Rosemary Clooney 
Songbook.” Clooney died in June 2002.

Columbia Records’ quality compilation 
starts slow and steady, with Clooney’s 
“You’ll Never Know,” and “This Ole House.” 
The set picks up when Midler croons “On a 
Slow Boat to China” with her trademark 
harmonies. And it positively sizzles mid­
album, when she belts out very urban rendi­
tions of “Come On-A My House,” and 
“Mambo Italiano.”

In addition to her duet with Manilow on 
“On a Slow Boat to China,” Midler teams up 
with Linda Ronstadt on “Sisters.”

The album ends on a sweet, though not 
syrupy, note with “White Christmas," which 
Clooney originally recorded in 1954.

Cher Live: The Farewell Tour

Cher is back, again, for her final tour and 
album. In “Cher: Live — The Farewell Tour,” 
the ageless first lady of rock opens “The 
Cher-est Show on Earth" with a cover of 
U2’s “I Still Haven’t Found What I’m 
Looking For.”

To Cher’s credit, the CD, produced by 
Warner Brothers Records, does not disap­
point. Her “Song for the Lonely” is 
heartrending in its ability to evoke every 
dance floor breakup scene in one’s lifetime, 
while her comeback hit, “I Found Someone" 
is reminiscent of a first crush.
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THE LOVETT INN
Distinctive Lodging and Catering Accommodations

Call us for your next out-of-town guest!
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■ w

Historic Accommodations • Corporate Meeting Rooms 
Banquet Facilities • jacuzzi Suites • Pool/Hot Tub 
Near Downtown, Museums and Medical Center

We do catered events for up to 200 people!
501 Lovett Blvd. Houston, TX 77006 

(713) 522-5224 • (800) 779-5224 
Fax (713) 528-6708 • lovettinn.com

YOU'LL LOVE IT!
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BILL ATTORNEY AT LA LU

GREEN
ARRESTED? INJURED?

(713) 266-1004 
ANSWERED 24 HOURS 
INITIAL FREE CONSULTATION

• Former Elected State 
District Attorney, 3rd. Dist.

• Former Elected County Attorney,
Anderson County

• DWI • Drugs • Sex Crimes
• Motions to Revoke Probation

• Motions to Adjudicate Probation •
Occupational Drivers License • Wills

• Probate • Auto Accident

member:
• State Bar of Texas • Houston Bar Assoc.

• Harris Co. Criminal Lawyers Assoc.
• Texas Criminal Defense Lawyers Assoc.

* Licensed by Supreme Court of Texas
• Not certified by the Texas Board

of Legal Specialization ,

Indoor/Outdoor/Patio Seating

Galleria Area 
(832) 251-0220 

5727 WESTHEIMER

Midtown 
(713) 533-1140 
306 GRAY AT BAGBY

NEWYORK
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HUB GAY

FRIENDLY 
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From Anthony’s 7, 
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more than pizza!
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CBS
Thursdays at 8 p.m.

television brian moylan

A gay actor outs his character on CSI' only 

to learn producers plan to keep Bobby 

Dawson in the closet, for the time being.

A false start on 'CSF
ONE OF THE JOYS OF 
CBS’s forensic drama “CSI: 
Crime Scene 
Investigation” is that the 
messiness on the show 
always has to do with dead 
bodies rather than the 
characters’ personal lives.

Like the long-running 
“Law & Order” show on 
NBC, “CSI” is almost 
completely plot-driven. 
Viewers can watch any 
episode of either show 
and not feel like they’re 
out of step with a charac­
ter’s personal dramas.

So imagine the shock 
when gay actor Gerald 
McCullouch recently 
announced that his recur­
ring character on “CSI,” 
ballistics expert Bobby 
Dawson, was going to come
out on the show and acknowledge he is in a 
committed relationship with another man 
and that the couple has an adopted daughter.

A press release from his public relations 
team said that the big moment would hap­
pen on the episode that aired Dec. Hand 
McCullouch himself confirmed the story 
in an interview on Sirius Satellite Radio’s 
gay news channel, Out Q.

McCullouch, 36, has been on the 
show for four seasons, portraying one of 
the experts in the lab, and they don’t 
usually get lives. They’re there to 
inform the investigators, the series’ 
main characters, about various crimes 
and evidence, but certainly not to talk 
about their personal lives.

After watching last week’s episode, 
Bobby Dawson does appear in one scene to 
explain something about special bullets 
used by U.S. air marshals on planes. But he 
didn’t talk about his personal life at all.

"WE SHOT [THE SCENE WHERE 
Bobby comes out], and it was very true to 
life,” McCullouch told the Blade from his 
home in Los Angeles. “It wasn’t until I got 
phone calls when the show aired on the 
East Coast that it wasn’t on the show. I 
thought, ‘What? I’ve been doing two days of 
press on this.’”

A rep from CBS confirmed that the 
scene was shot, but that producers 
always film more material than it takes 
to create an episode. The cut could have 
been made for either time consideration 
or content.

The network rep said there are still 
plans for the character to come out on the 
show, but that decision could change at 
any time.

“Our personal lives never come into the 
story, so it stuck out like a sore thumb.

Because of that they decid­
ed to nix it,” McCullouch 
said, adding that pro­
ducers of the show called 
to apologize that his big 
scene got cut.

Regardless, 
McCullouch said it 
wasn’t a part that he’d 
lobbied for.

“My job as an actor is to 
pretend to be other people, 
for me to guide where it’s 
going isn’t as much fun,” 
he said.

He also said the pro­
ducers decided to give the 
character a daughter, and 
that he supported this 
decision. And when they 
told him that the charac­
ter is raising the child 
with a gay partner he sup­
ported that decision, too.

“It was very natural and very healthy, I 
thought,” he says.

DOES IT MATTER WHY CBS CUT THE 
storyline? Not really. •.

The network is no stranger to positive 
portrayals of gay characters, and proba­
bly wasn’t concerned with possible back­
lash against a gay character on televi­
sion’s highest-rated drama. While this is 
the network responsible for gay actor 
Nathan Lane’s ill-fated sitcom, “Charlie 
Lawrence,” a show about a gay senator, 
CBS also has allowed gay characters to 
appear on “The Guardian,” “Two and a 
Half Men,” “Without a Trace," “The 
Amazing Race,” and “Survivor.”

Does it matter that McCullouch jumped 
the gun with his announcement? Not really.

While it did get a lot of gay viewers’ 
hopes up, TV is gay enough these days 
without a recurring character on “CSI.” 
Next time, however, he should confirm the 
event is going to take place before his team 
whips up a press release.

Sure, it would have been nice to have a 
gay presence on “CSI.” After all, it reaches 
a larger audience than almost every show 
on the air, and an accurate portrayal of a 
gay professional (a gun expert, no less) cer­
tainly wouldn’t hurt.

We can only hope that this false start 
will help producers reconsider airing 
something about Dawson’s private life the 
next time they have room in the story.

Gay actor Gerald McCullouch's 
issued press releases announcing the 
outing of his character on the CBS 
series "CSI: Crime Scene Investi­
gation," but the storyline was ulti­
mately cut
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Gays spend holidays 
with 'families' of choice
FAMILIES, continued from Page 15

for quite a few 
years.

Although 
other gays are in 

the group, Hudson 
says it is a “real 

diverse and accepting 
group of heterosexuals, 

women and African

President and CEO of the 
Houston Downtown 
Alliance, recalled, 
“For this Jewish boy, 
it was a little differ­
ent.”

Arriving at the 
house, Mandel 
learned the sur­
prises had only 
begun.

“This was the 
first time I had ever 
celebrated Christmas 
with a family,” he said.
“Not only did they have one 
of those silver trees, but under-

Perry Jackson and Richard 
Hudson, who will celebrate 

their 23rd anniversary in 
January, will spend 

Christmas with a 
group of close friends. 

(Photo by Dalton 
DeHart) 

neath it were no packages, only 
envelopes.”

Well, when a family resides in the town 
where Dillard’s Department Stores are 
headquartered, what else are they to do?

Eleven Christmases later, Mandel has 
come to love and appreciate his in-laws 
and their traditions, although he has con­
vinced them to give gifts and not certifi­
cates. He admits, he’ll partake of his moth- 
er-in-law’s southern Christmas dinner any­
time. Although lately she’s been suggest­
ing the family eat out on Christmas, 
Mandel said, “I’ve been able to squeeze out 
one more year.”

This year, he and Sawyer, an ophthal­
mologist, will celebrate Hanukkah with 
the Mandels in Houston on Dec. 20 and 
travel to Little Rock on Christmas Eve for 
Christmas at the Sawyer’s.

Perry Jackson and Richard Hudson, who 
mark their 23rd anniversary in January, 
choose to spend the holidays with friends 
rather than family for a variety of reasons.

Hudson, an account executive with the 
Yellow Pages, said his mother died 22 years 
ago. “After my mother died, there was 
nothing left of the relationship.”

His parents seemed to accept the fact 
that he was gay, but these days, Hudson 
said, he has no desire to spend the holidays 
with remaining family. “My father was an 
atheist and one of my brother’s a religious 
zealot. It wouldn’t be peaceful,” he said.

Jackson, a graphic designer, is on good 
terms and out with his family. “But, we try 
not to spend the holidays with them,” he 
said. He is from a large family with lots of 
children and grandchildren who all con­
gregate in Lubbock. “It’s too loud for us, 
too noisy and not real pleasant.” But they 
usually visit his family after the holidays.

Instead of spending the holiday with 
Jackson’s family of origin, they choose to 
spend it with a “family” of friends. This 
year, Christmas will be celebrated with a 
dinner club they have been involved with 

Americans.”
Jackson has worked for his company 

for several years, and he always takes 
Hudson to the office Christmas party

The couple spent Thanksgiving Day at 
a friend’s home in their neartown neigh­
borhood of East Montrose. “That’s our 
neighborhood family,” Hudson said.

NEWLY ELECTED HOUSTON CITY 
Controller Annise Parker, her partner, 
Kathy Hubbard, and their daughters, 
eight-year-old Marquitta and 14-year-old 
Daniella, will spend their holidays with 
their “created family,” but not because 
they don’t feel comfortable spending it 
with their biological families. Distance is 
the biggest factor in determining where 
they’ll dine on turkey. Parker’s mother 
lives in Charleston, South Carolina, and 
Hubbard’s parents live in Buffalo, New 
York. Parker’s mother will join the family 
in Houston after the holiday.

“We spend Christmas Eve and 
Christmas morning at home with the 
kids,” Parker said. “In the afternoon, we 
get together with a circle of dear friends, 
have a potluck lunch and spend the after­
noon together.”

The couple spent their first Christmas 
together with Hubbard’s family in Buffalo. 
“She (Parker) had never seen snow - she’s 
a native Texan. A huge blizzard rolled in 
while we were there.” They do Buffalo in 
the summer now.

Mary Ann McBee, owner of Fitness 
Exchange, and her partner Susan Sosnowy, 
a flower importer, have been together for 
almost eight years, and they usually spend 
Christmas with McBee’s family in 
Arlington, Texas.

“She (Sosnowy) is very close to my fam­
ily and they know we’re gay,” McBee said. 
That doesn’t mean that holidays don’t have 
their moments. One year, McBee said, her 
4-year-old niece blurted out, “Why are you 
both wearing the same rings?”

dish There's a Fine Line Between Telling the Truth and Talking Trash

’Will &Grace' creators sue NBC,

the royal family in another gay scandal,

and gay comic book makeovers

Will & disgrace
IT LOOKS LIKE THE EMMY-WINNING 
show about a gay lawyer and a straight 
interior designer is going to need a 
lawyer of its own.

MAX MUTCHNICK and DAVID 
KOHAN (gay and straight, respectively), 
co-creators and 
executive producers 
of NBC’s hit comedy 
“Will & Grace,” filed 
a lawsuit in Los 
Angeles Tuesday, 
Dec. 9, for breach of 
contract against 
NBC, the network 
that airs the series, 
and NBC Studios, its 
production arm.

The Associated 
Press reported that 
the plaintiffs con­
tend that the net­
work, in part, failed to find a production 
company that would offer the duo the 
most money for the series and, instead, 
forced NBC Studios to make the show for 
less money. They also accused the net­
work and NBC Studios of colluding to 
keep profits within the NBC family. 
General Electric owns both companies.

A spokesperson for NBC entertain­
ment had no comment pending a review 
of the lawsuit.

Kohan and Mutchnick said the law­
suit stems from the industry-wide trend 
of media conglomerates buying up inde­
pendent production studios.

All the queen's men

FIRST THERE WAS A SCANDAL 
when a reporter posed as a royal footman 
in QUEEN ELIZABETH’S court and 
exposed her horrible decorating sensibil­
ity. Then there were the “unspeakable” 
allegations about PRINCE CHARLES'S 
sexual orientation. Now, it appears that 
another footman is a gay porn star.

London’s the Sunday People reports 
that 25-year-old STEVE KAYE 
approached the paper about selling his 
secrets about drug use and orgies in the 
palace. The wrongdoing was not among 
the royals, thankfully, but among the staff.

Kaye claims that palace staff mem­
bers regularly use drugs, even under the 
queen’s nose (though they don’t put 
drugs under the queen’s nose) and have 
wild sex parties “as often as they can.” 
Kaye was planning to charge close to 
$40,000 to talk to the paper anonymously.

No longer employed at the palace, Kaye 
is currently working retail (how typical), 
and only works at the palace for special 
events, including serving the queen for 
this upcoming Christmas and Boxing Day.

It also came out that Kaye had acted 
in a gay porn movie 
where he was in an orgy 
of his own.

Now Kaye’s dirty laun­
dry has been aired, and he 
didn’t receive a dime. 
Looks like he’ll have to 
keep working retail.

By the book
JOINING IN ON THE 
“QUEER EYE” craze, 
Wizard magazine, the offi­
cial source for comic book 
lovers, decided to throw 
its hat — or magic tiara, if 

you will — into the ring and had gay 
comic artists redesign some of comic- 
dom’s more fashionably challenged heroes 
and villains.

Artists Phil Jimenez (“Wonder 
Woman,” “New X-Men”), Jose Villaruia 
(“Promethea”), and Robert Rodi 
(“Elektra”) went after the likes of the 
Justice League’s MARTIAN MAN­
HUNTER (he’s not as gay as he sounds) 
and AQUAMAN and the X-Men’s 
ANGEL, to give them fabulous redesigns.

“What Aquaman needs is a costume 
that doesn’t make 
folks instantly 
think of the guy 
sitting in Wonder 
Woman’s invisible 
jet on the ‘Super 
Friends’ [cartoon], 
waiting for some­
thing to do," 
Jimenez said before 
giving Aquaman a 
sexy. Roman 
Centurion-esque 
makeover.
The most shocking

recreation, however, involved the 
“devourer of worlds” GAL ACTUS, from 
the “Fantastic Four” comic. The trio 
changed him from a magenta and purple 
thug with a huge headdress into a hot 
leather daddy right out of Tom of 
Finland. Devour, indeed!

i

'Will & Grace' creators and executive 
producers David Kohan (left) and 
Max Mutchnick are suing NBC. 
(Photo courtesy of NBC)

Galactus

Send comments, suggestions to 
Dish@sovo.com.
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| community calendar

celebrate in style

HWFFL presents ★ * ♦ * 

* * new year’s eve

* , stardust
an event for women and their friends

* december 31st 2003

* Rennaissance Hotel
6 Green-way *3za East (Edk>e and Richmond)

8:30 pm -1:30 am 

buffet dinner / didancing! ash bar 

dress, semi-formal to forma!
»

Tickets available online

* www.acteva.com/go/NYEve

«
♦ or call toll-free 866-462-2838

limited Pre-sale tickets $75 until 1115 

after 1115. tickets $85

* discounted room rates at the renaissance hotel

»

A portion of the proceeds will benefit

* AssistHers and the Montrose Clinic/LHI
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To list an event, call 713-529-8490, fax at 713-529-9531, or 
e-mail editor@houstonvoice.com. Deadline is Friday at 5 
p.m., one week before the issue in which the item would 
appear.

SATURDAY DEC. 20
All-Spanish Worship Service/Noche Espiritual 7 p.m. 
Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church, 2026 W. 
11th. 713-861-9149.

After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM. 1-4 a.m.

Dignity mass. 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 7B-880-2872.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 11 p.m.-2 a.m. at 
Viviana's. 713-830-3000.

Gay & Lesbian Breakfast Club. 9:30 a.m. 281-437-0636.

Lambda Center. Alcoholics Anonymous. 11:30 a.m. Eye 
Opener Group, 8 p.m. Saturday Night Live, 9:30 p.m. Willing 
Ones Group. 1201W. Clay. 713-521-1243 or 713-528-9772. 
www.lambdahouston.org.

Montrose Soccer Club. 10 a.m. practice. Woodrow Wilson 

School, Fairview and Yupon. New players welcome, but 
beginners not currently being admitted. 713-862-9491. 
http://geocities.com/montrosesoccer. E-mail: montrosesoc- 
cer@yahoo.com.

Q-Patrol. Volunteers walk the streets to help prevent hate 
crimes. 9:30 p.m. Convene at community center. 713-528- 
SAFE. E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com

St Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary 8 a.m. 1805 W. 

Alabama. 713-528-6665.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in, noon-5 p.m. • 
CATS (Community Awareness for Transgender Support) 
board meeting, 2 p.m. 3400 Montrose, Suite 207.713-524- 
3818. www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

SUNDAY DEC. 21
Front Runners Houston. Runners meet at Memorial Park at 
8 am for a three-mile run. http://home.swbell.net/larathon/ 
houfr.htm. E-mail larathon@swbell.net 713 522-0899.

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at 8:30 

& 10:50 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 713-526-1017.

Center for Spiritual Living. Services at 11 a.m„ for children 

at 10:50 a.m. 6610 Harwin. 713-339-1808. The center also 
has commitment ceremonies, metaphysical bookstore and 

classes.

Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m. & 7 p.m. Sunday 
School for children 10 a.m. 713-880-9235 or www.commu- 

nitygospel.org.

Community of Kindred Spirits in Beaumont Worship at 6 
p.m. 1575 Spindietop Ave.. Beaumont, Texas. 409-813-2055.
E-mail: cksrev3@netzero.net

Covenant Church, Ecumenical, Liberal Baptist Service 9:30 
a.m. & education hour 11 a.m. 713-668-8830.

Emerson Unitarian Church Adult education, 10 a.m. Service, 

11 a.m. Lunch at noon, www.emersonhou.org.

First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 10 a.m. 
Christian Education, 1130 a.m.. 713-468-9543 or fcc-hous- 

ton.org.

First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:30 & 11:30 
a.m. Brunch at 10:30 a.m. 713-526-5200.
church@firstuu.org.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 9 p.m.-midnight at Club 
Inergy. 713-830-3000.

Gay Bowling Leagues. 7 p.m. Palace Lanes, 4191 Bellaire 
Blvd. 713-861-1187.

Gay Catholics of St Anne's-Houston. 5 p.m. worship service. 

Dinner and social. alexcam@wtnet 713-623-0930.

Grace Assembly Church. Gay/gay-affirming congregation. 11 

a.m. service. 567 Cedar Grove, Livingston, Texas, 77351 
936-646-7214. E-mail: leol@easttex.net

Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages 9 a.m. 
Service 10:30 a.m. 713-528-3269.

HAT.CJt Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals 
meets 6-9 p.m. For meeting information, call 713-529-3590. 
www.hatchyouth.org.

Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m.-noon. Memorial Park at the 

Tennis Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com

Lambda Center. Alcoholics Anonymous. 9:30 a.m. Came to 
Believe Group. 1201W. Clay. 713-521-1243 or 713-528- 
9772. www.lambdahouston.org.

Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. 10 a.m. service. 
3333 Fannin, Suite 106. 713-528-6756.

Northwoods Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:45 

& 11:15 a.m. Sunday school 9:45 a.m. 281-298-2780.

Resurrection MCC. Services. 9 and 11 a.m. Children and 
Youth Sunday School, 10 a.m. Children's service, 11 a.m. 713- 

861-9149.

St Patrick's Reformed Catholic Mission. Sunday Mass at 

noon. Holy Unions available. Group meets at the Hair 
Express, 3310 Delaware, Beaumont, Texas 77703. 409-781- 
8152. E-mail: bwatsonl@gtRR.com.

St Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Eucharist, Rite 1,7:45 
a.m.; Holy Eucharist Rite II, 8:55 a.m.; Education hour, 10 
a.m.; Choral Eucharist, 11 a.m. 713-528-6665.

Sunday Brunch. For HIV-positive men. 11 a.m. Riva's, 1117 
Missouri St. Paul, 713-880-0690. e-mail: 
PoznBuff@aol.com.

The Women's Group. Meeting and discussion. 10:45 a.m. 
713-529-8571.

Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation. Adult discus­

sion, 9 a.m. Service, 11:15 a.m. 281-277-8882.

www.tuuc.org.

Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 502 Church St 

Service, 11 a.m. 713-686-5876.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in, 2-6 p.m. • New 
Covenant Christian Church, 10 a.m.-noon • Lesbians Over 
Age Fifty (LOAF) 2-3 p.m. • S.I.S.T.E.R.S. 3:30-6:30 p.m. • 
GLOBAL meeting, 6 p.m. • 3400 Montrose, Suite 207.713- 
524-3818. www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

MONDAY DEC. 22
Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 1-7 p.m. at the clinic, 215 
Westheimer and 3311 Richmond, Suite 100; 4-8 p.m. at 
Bricks, 617 Fairview; and 9 p.m. - 1 a.m. at 0,710 Pacific. 
713-830-3070.

Free HIV Testing. 4-8 p.m. at All Star News, 3415 Katy 
Freeway. Health clinic with free testing for HIV and syphilis. 
713-869-7878.

Gay Bowling Leagues. Women's league. 6:45 p.m. Dynamic 
Lanes, 6121 Tarnef Drive. 7B-861-1187.

Gay Fathers/Fathers First Support group. 8-9:30 p.m. 

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Tom, 713-726- 
8736. www.geocities.com/gaydadshouston/

Grace Assembly Church. Gay/gay-affirming congregation. 7 

p.m. aerobics class. 567 Cedar Grove, Livingston, Texas. 
77351.936-646-7214. E-mail: leol@easttex.net.

Grief & Divorce Support Groups. 7 p.m. Bering. 713-526- 

1017, ext 208.

Kolbe Project Eucharist 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.

Lambda Center. Alcoholics Anonymous. 8 p.m. Beginners' 
Group. 1201W. Clay. 713-521-1243 or 713-528-9772. 
www.lambdahouston.org.

Montrose Clinic. Offers weekly peer support groups for gay 
and bisexual men with HIV. Spanish speaking group meets, 
6:30 p.m. 215 Westheimer. 713-830-3050. Grupo de Apoyo 
para Latinos gay y bisexuales VIH positives. Lunes 6:30. 
Para mas informacion llama al 713-830-3025.

Queer Voices Radio Show. 8-10 p.m. KPFT 90.1.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 p.m. • 3400 
Montrose, Suite 207.713-524-3818. • HRC PAC, 7-9 p.m. 
www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

TUESDAY DEC. 23
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang, 11 a.m. 713- 

526-1017.

Free HIV Testing. Montrose Clinic. 1-3 p.m. at the clinic, 215 
Westheimer and 3311 Richmond, Suite 100.713-830-3070.

GLBT Pentecostals. Bible study, prayer, 7 p.m. in the 
Heights. For info: 936-931-3761; e-mail;
www.Wgbl947@cs.com.

Houston Roughneck Rugby. Practice from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
For more information, log on to www.roughnecksrugby.org.

Houston Women's Rugby Team. No experience necessary. 
Practice. 6:30-8:30. Westland YMCA. Kay, 713-208-1529.

Introduction to Buddhism. All welcome at 634 W. Temple in 

the Heights. 7 p.m. Carlton, 713-862-8129.

Rainbow Ranglers. Free C&W dance lessons. Brazos River 
Bottom. No partner needed. Beginner 2 Step, Waltz, Shuffle 

4 Swing. 8:30 p.m. 713-528-9192.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 p.m. • 
Lesbian Coming Out Group, 7 p.m. • 3400 Montrose, Suite 

207. 713-524-3818. www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

WEDNESDAY DEC. 24
Center for Spiritual Living. Meditation (drop-in),11:30 a.m.-l 
p.m.; SOM Discussion 4 Exploration, 7 p.m. 6610 Harwin. 
713-339-1808.

OutSkate. This roller Rink skate club hosts Gay Skate Night 
at Zenith Roller Rink, 8075 Cook Road every Wednesday 
from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. gentry plus skate rental. 281-933- 

5818, Dobie367@aol.com.

Crystal Meth Anonymous (CMA). 8:15 p.m. meeting. 
Montrose Counseling Center, 701 Richmond Ave., Room 15. 

Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Support 
Network Pot Luck Dinner, 6:30 p.m. Various support groups, 
7 p.m. 713-526-1017.

Bible Study. Noon 4 6:30 p.m. St. Stephen's Episcopal. 713- 
526-6665.

Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m.-l p.m. 2015 
Thomas St. OraSure method. Call for appointment. Sharon, 
713-873-4157.

Gay Bowling Leagues. 6:30 p.m. Palace Lanes, 4191 Bellaire 
Blvd. 713-861-1187.

Houston Pride Band. Open rehearsal, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 1307 
Yale. 713-862-1488.

Houston Tennis Club. 7-9 p.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis 
Center, houstontennisclb@aol.com

Spiritual Uplift service. 7 p.m. Resurrection MCC. 713-861- 
9149.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in, 2-9 p.m. • Free 
HIV testing, counseling, 7-9 p.m. • Houston Pride Band 
rehearsal, 7:30 p.m. • 3400 Montrose, Suite 207.713-524- 
3818. www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

FRIDAY DEC. 26
Free HIV Testing. Thomas Street Clinic. 9 a.m.-l p.m. 2015 
Thomas St. OraSure method. Call for appointment. Sharon, 
713-873-4157.

Grace Assembly Church. Gay/gay-affirming congregation. 7 
p.m. aerobics class. 567 Cedar Grove, Livingston, Texas. 
77351.936-646-7214. E-mail: leol@easttex.net.

HAT.C.H. Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals 
meets 7-10 p.m. For meeting information, call 713-529- 
3590. www.hatchyouth.org.

Houston Tennis Club. 7-9 p.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis 
Center. Houstontennisclub.org

Kolbe Project Morning prayer, 10 a.m. 713-861-1800.

Q-Patrol. Volunteers walk the streets to help prevent hate 
crimes. 9:30 p.m. Convene at community center. 713-528- 
SAFE. E-mail: qpatrolinc@aol.com

Houston GLBT Community Center. Drop-in 2-9 p.m. • 
Women's Game Night 7:30-9:30 p.m. • In Our Own Write 
(Poetry Night) 8-10 p.m.; 3400 Montrose, Suite 207.713- 
524-3818. www.houstonglbtcenter.org.

VOLUNTEER/SELF-HELP
ECHOS. This non-profit ministry of the Episcopal Church of 
the Epiphany is dedicated to helping people access health 
and social service systems. Free medical services include 
HIV, STD and hepatitis testing. Call for dates and times of 
services. 9610 S. Gessner. 713-270-0369. E-mail: echos- 
houston@swbell.net.

Gay 4 Lesbian Switchboard Houston. Volunteers offer a 
friendly ear to callers in need of information, nonjudgmental 
support and anonymous counseling to the GLBT community. 
713-529-3211. www.gayswitchboardhouston.org.

HoP-ON. Anyone can join this non-profit moderated e-mail 
announcement list that helps facilitate advocacy work and 
organizing efforts for gay Houstonians. Quantity of postings 
is strictly limited. Postings include press releases and action 
alerts from national, state and local gay and allied organiza­
tions. For info or to join, access 
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/HoP-ON/.

Houston GLBT Community Center. Volunteers perform a 
variety of critical tasks which include staffing the informa­
tion desk during drop-in hours; helping with center pro­
gramming and events; working on community outreach 
efforts, fund-raising and publicity. Card players, writers and 
artists in particular are needed. 7B-524-3818.

Peer Listening Line. Youth only. Staffed by GLBT youth for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and questioning youth. 5- 
10 p.m. Monday-Friday. 800-399-PEER.

lyTl To list an event, call 713-529-8490, fax at 

713-529-9531, or e-mail editor@ 
houstonvoice.com. Deadline is Monday at 5 p.m.
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SATURDAY, DEC. 20
Resurrection Metropolitan Community Church 
will celebrate Christmas in Spanish at 7 p.m. with 
a Noche Espiritual Christmas Service and at 8 
p.m. with a Noche Espiritual Posada celebration. 
713-861-9149.

It's been 16 years since KPFT, 90.1 FM, has done 
a live broadcast, but that changes beginning at 
midnight, when the station takes it’s ’After Hours' 
show on the road. The first stop on the ’Face For 
Radio Tour* will be at ’0' Houston, 719 Pacific St., 
in the heart of Montrose. The station's Michael 
Williams said the goal is to attract new listeners 
and to reach out to gay youth. AIDS Foundation 
Houston will provide HIV/AIDS and safe sex liter­
ature. Future tour dates and venues will be 
announced later.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 24
If holidays are getting you down, forget your 
problems and volunteer to help others. The City 
Wide Club of America needs helping hands when 
it hosts the 25th Annual Christmas Eve Big Feast 
of Sharing at the George R. Brown Convention 
Center. Volunteers are needed as early at 7:30 
a.m., and the doors open at 10 a.m. The club 
expects to provide holiday meals, food baskets and 
toys for more than 15,000 families. 713-523-1640.

■S'
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Don't get run over by a reindeer on the way home 
Christmas Eve. Instead, hop on a free METRO 
bus. METRO is offering free rides on all local, 
commuter and METROLift buses beginning at 6 
p.m. and ending with the last bus run of the day. 
Free rides will be offered again by metro on Dec. 
31, New Year's Eve. 713-635-4000.

Christmas Eve services are planned at many gay 
and gay-inclusive churches in Houston, including: 
7 p.m. and 10 p.m. at Resurrection Metropolitan 
Community Church, 2025 W. 11th St, 713-861- 
9149.; 7 p.m. and 11 p.m.-at Bering Memorial 
United Methodist Church; 1440 Harold St.; and 9 
p.m. at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 4505 
Highway 6 North, Suite 200,832-372-6300.
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■Mary Ann McBee 
Fitness Exchange

I'FT-nTT1! ALL THE NEWS FOR YOUR I 
VOICe LIFE. AND YOUR STYLE, jp

1 appreciate being a part of 
this community! I want to 
see Fitness Exchange as 
more than a health club. It is a 

community center! So I use the 
Houston Voice to show my 
appreciation, and as my 
invitation to its readers.
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Visit houstonvoice.com to place your ad. Up to 25 words only $ 12.50 per week. 50tf 
each additional word. Fax toll-free 1.888.409.6768, or call toll-free 1.877.863.1885

STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD Is your home special? 
Tell our readers about it. Guarantee they will see it with our 
new features. Bold or box your ad for added attraction. 
Contact our customer service reps for more details. (877) 
863-1885.

SAME DAY WEBSITE POSTING

RENT/
EASTWOOD edition located off 45 South. Short commute to 
UofH or Med Center. Lrg 2 BR. 1 BA, den & formal DR, hdwd 
fir, built-in bookshelves. Bottom story of renov home. $650/mo. 
(713)923-2621.

RENT IT FAST with our new features. Draw anention to 
I your ad by using our bold or box feature. Contact our cus- 
| tomer service reps for more details. (877) 863-1885.

SPRING BRANCH 3 BR, 1.5 BA, LR, kit, family rm, hdwd firs, 
double garage, fenced yard, AC/heat, DW, stove. S950/mo. 
(713)682-9634. HOME-BASED BUSINESS Seeking business partner to 

join growing business. PT/FT. Training & technical support. 
Unlimited residual earning www.hibiz.com

SHARE / HOUSTON
NEAR 610 I NORTH Seeking GLBT individual to shr 2 BR, 2 
BA home in quiet neighborhood. $450/mo + 1/2 utils. WD in­
cluded. No pets. Dep & refs req’d. (713) 302-3649.

SAVE SSS NW HOUSTON Share house w/ GWF in Northwest 
Houston. Private BR & BA. No smoking or drugs. $400/mo + 1/ 
2 utils. (281) 970-7912.

CEREMONIES
ANNOUNCE YOUR UNION The Houston Voice is proud to 
announce the addition of a 'Commitment Ceremonies' cate­
gory to our Classified listings. When making arrangements for 
your Union, don't forget to include the most important aspect 
of all...announcing the date. Publishing your union is easy & 
simple. Call (877) 863-1885 ext 223 to put the finishing touch­
es on your ceremony.

EMPLOYMENT
FT I PT OUTREACH WORKER NEEDED Must be able to 
work nights. Will be reauiting participants for an HIV study on 
the streets of Montrose, (713) 520-8928.

CAREERS

TRAVEL /INTERNATIONAL
GAY CRUISE FOR OLDER GAY MEN & THEIR ADMIR­
ERS Leaves Ft. Lauderdale Feb 8, 2004 on a brand 
new luxury cruiseship. 7 days western Caribbean, 
visiting Key West, Progreso/Merida, Cozumel, Grand 
Cayman & a couple of fabulous days at sea. Come 
find your Valentine & join a great group of guys for 
a fantastic week of fun 8t friendship. For more info 
contact Norm at (954) 735-8055 or toll free (877) 469- 

8055.

GAYRIBBEAN CRUISES IS SAILING
FROM GALVESTON IN 2004
✓Spring Fling Cruise April 25-May 2.
✓Grand Princess Cruise December 04-11 
Call or go on-line for rates & info (888) 813-9947 
www.GayribbeanCruises.com.

TRAVEL / U.S.A.
DCGuestHouse Elegant Victorian mansion built in 
1867. Logan/Convention Center location. Blks 
away from world class dining & diverse enter­
tainment. Gay owned & operated. (202) 332-2502 
www.dcguesthouse.com.

HILTON HEAD, SC Planning to relocate? Need a vacation? 
Make your plans now to come to beautiful beaches of Hilton 
Head, South Carolina. Long term rentals or limited short term 
rentals. See some of our property listings at 
http://homelistings.tripod.com/. Feel free to send inquiries to 
Melroselongterm@aol.com.

LOST RIVER, WEST VIRGINIA The Guest House at Lost Riv­
er. 2 hrs Beltway. Premium accommodations in a cozy country­
style B&B setting. Quietly secluded, private & bordering the mil­
lion-acre George Washington National Forest, this mini-resort 
offers a continuous atmosphere of tranquility & absolute peace 
while in a luxurious setting. Our main lodge, w/ over 4,000 sq 
ft of common area, is constructed of log & cedar w/ an enor­
mous 19-foot tall stone fireplace. Guest will always find a nook 
or cranny to enjoy a cozy place to cuddle, relax & enjoy the 
space to yourself. Amenities incl.: heated pool; outdoor jacuzzi, 
indoor subterranean stone & tile grotto w/ 10 person spa & 8- 
person steam room, new fitness center, ACE-Certified Personal 
Trainer by appt, massage therapy room, licensed therapist on 
staff, facials & tanning. Dinner Saturdays. (304) 897-5707. E- 
mail: guesthse@hardynet.com
Web page: www.guesthouseatlostriver.com

MOOSE MEADOW LODGE Vermont log home, Waterbury. 
Gay-owned, luxurious Adirondack-style B&B on 86 acres. Pre­
mier site for civil unions & romantic getaways. (802) 244-5378. 
www.moosemeadowlodge.com

NEARBY GETAWAYS
GALVESTON ISLAND GETWAY Fabulous selection of 
beachfront, beachside, & bayfront homes. Weekly & weekend 
rentals. Sand N' Sea Pirates Beach. Call (800) 880-2554 for a 
free brochure or visit www.sandnsea.com for photos, info & 
weekend specials.

SOUTH BEACH, FL ISLAND HOUSE. Be in the middle of the 
sexiest strip at SoBe's largest gay guesthouse. Rooms/studios. 
Complimentary breakfast & weekend happy hour! Walk to gay 
beach, hot nightlife, the finest shopping & dining. 1428 Collins 
Ave. (800) 382-2422.
www.islandhousesouthbeach.com

com
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Be© it today 

sell it tomorrow

1967 CADILLAC DeVILLE Runs & rides like a graceful 
queen. New interior & roof. Red, 2 door. $5,000.00 Call (713) 
521 -3675 or (713) 397-1565. Ask for Craig.

ad to sell your car and email a photo of tl 
and run the ad until it sells. It's only $39.9* 
our friendly staff toll free today! (877) 863

RUN IT TILL YOU SELL IT. Take advantage of our 
new “Run it 'till you sell it” promotional. Place 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 
LEADING FINANCIAL INSTITUTION approving small busi­
ness, mortgage & vehicle loans. Immediate response. Give us a 
call at (866)219-7661.

INSURANCE  

SCHMERLER AGENCY Great car insurance! Also great for 
home, renters, life, health, business insurance & much more. 
Call (713) 661-7700 or www.SchmerlerAgency.com.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

YOU BUILD HOMES...
I BUILD ADS FOR YOUR SUCCESS! Call me, Rodney, to place 
your Home Improvement ad with Houston Voice Classifieds 
(877) 863-1885 ext 247 or rwoodland@washblade.com

WELLER 8. RYGIEL CONSTRUCTION Interior & exterior re­
modeling, additions & new construction. Any kind: homes, gar­
ages, etc. Commercial & residential. Free estimates. No job too 
small! Richard Weller (832)867 0391.____________________

NEW CONSTRUCTION I REMODELING Free estimates 
on residential & commercial projects. LAWRENCE CON­
STRUCTION (713) 205-7016.

CLEANING SERVICES  

HOUSE CLEANING Experienced housekeeper for top quality 
maid service. Apts, homes, offices. References avail on request. 
(281)492-8460.

FRENCH'S MOVING SERVICE Local 8. State Wide.
www.ahoustonmover.com. (713) 861-1212.

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIOEO
DAVID LEWIS IMAGES 

Events, headshots, portraits. New 
studio location. (713) 240-5503 or 

www.davidlewisimages.com.

MASSAGE
BODY STRESS RELIEF Montrose location. In/out. Priv, dis­
creet. Dan (713) 529-8787 or (713) 857-1009.

SWEDISH MASSAGE BY PATRICK Relaxation, Myo­
therapy, deep tissue. $60/1.Shrs; $SO/hr. (RMT 
#024589) (713) 739-0087. (713) 501-9852,
deeptissueman2@aol.com .

MASSAGE BY BILL All Knotted Up Massage. Incalls/outcalls. 
8am-10pm. 7-days/wk. Excellent rates. Call Bill (281) 530- 
4751.

THERAPEUTIC SWEDISH sports, deep tissue, myotherapy, 
relaxation therapy. Jason, college guy. Memorial Park & Mon­
trose Studios. (713) 524-5400. www.sizzilingmassage.com.

COUNSELING / SUPPORT  

JON-PAUL HAMILTON Board certified Psychiatrist. Spe­
cializes in Psychotherapy & medication management for ado­
lescents & adults. New office in Montrose w/ immediate ap­
pointments avail. Sliding scale fees to those who qualify. Call 
(713) 522-7014.

BECKY INGALLS, LPC LPC-Supervisor, Individual/Couples/ 
Groups counseling available. Therapeutic Support groups form­
ing for January. Call now for more information. (713) 721- 
9343.

BODY / SOOL  
 

MANSCAPING Waxing & clipping. Dale. Priv location in Mon­
trose. Call (713) 529-5952 for appt.

ADOLTS ONLY ~~  
YOUR ONLINE TOYSTORE Save your money. Visit our site & 
see. www.jrsdiscountdungeon.com. (954) 565-KINK (5465).

PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT
WWW.HOUSTONVOICE.COM

OR CALL 877 8631885

11 ui! kiiu 11 
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OUR RATES HAVE CHANGED

Classified Order Form • www.houstonvoice.com • Phone 877.863.1885
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed form with payment to the Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9am-5pm) 500 Lovett Blvd, Suite 200. BY MAIL: Mail completed form with payment to Houston Voice 
Classifieds, 500 Lovett Blvd, Suite 200, Houston, TX, 77006 BY PHONE: Call in with completed form to 877.863.1885. BY FAX: Fax completed form and credit card information to ATTN: CLAS­
SIFIEDS 888 409 6768. BY EMAIL Visit houstonvoice com to place your order online AD POLICY: The Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston 
Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation. Misprints. The Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after the first week. Check ads promptly.

DEADLINE FOR AD SUBMISSION • MONDAY AT 5:30PM FOR FRIDAY'S PUBLICATION
PICK YOUR CATEGORY RATE $12.50

Legal Notices
Announcements
in Memoriam
LosVFound
Resumes
Employment
Domestic Help
Careers
Positions Wanted
Volunteers
Groups
Performing Arts
Sports
Instruction
Local Accomodations
Travel International
Travel USA
Nearby Getaways
Travel Tickets
Travel Companions
Buy/Sell
Arts/Antlques
Vehicles
Sales
Pets
Publications
Mail Order
Phone Services
Opportunities
Financial

. Legal Services
Computer

Graphic Design
General Services 

Funeral
Limcxisines/Drivers  

Catering
Architectural Services  
Home Improvement
Paintlng/Wallpapering  
Flooring
Electrical
Landscaping 
Cleaning
Haulmg/Removal 
Moving
Photography
Massage
Hypnosis
Dating  
Counsellng/Support
Body & Soul 
Coaching
Real Estate Senrices   
Open House
sie (Real Estate)
Wanted to Buy 
Rental Services
To Rent (Real Estate)  
Wanted to Rent
Roommate Services

To Share (Real Estate) 

Parking

WRITE YOUR AD PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

TEXT:
TOTAL YOUR COST

AD RATES
Upto25woidsfor $12.50per issue. Additional words are 50« each per issue. This 
includes Website posting ADDMONAL FEATURES: Photortogo $35 additional; 
Boxed ad is $5 additional; Bolded ad is $5 additional Hyperlink is $2 additional.

UP TO 25 WORDS: $12.50
ADDITIONAL WORDS @50e:  

PHOTO/LOGO $35/issue:  

BOXED AD $5/issue: 

BOLDEDAD $5/issue  

HYPERLINK $2/issue:  

SUB TOTAL: x # of issues

TOTAL: •

Your classified ad will be posted at www.nyblade com

NAME .

ADDRESS: -________

CITY STATE:-------ZIP:-----------------------------

PHONE:

CHECK ENCLOSED:CHARGE TO MY EJAMEX OVISA OMC

CARD#

EXP.____________________________________ _________________________
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
SHAWN PENN 

atTHC ROMAN 
■'Hairstyles tor the Civilized World 

(713) 864-1200
Tuesday-Saturday • By Appointment Only 

2602 Whitney • Houston. TX 77006 
www.shawnpcnn.com

Appointments: Mon^y-Situr4ay - St Uibli Fspenol

Neck/Back Pain 
Auto/Work Injury 
Medicare/Medicaid

l2«Yalf-7B-862-3897

Advertise Here!
713.529.8490

Call Now!

david lewis images

CeH

Weller & Rygiel

events 
headshots 
portraits

if your hair isn’t 
BECOMING to you, then 

you should BE COMING to me.

713.240.5508
ww. dav idlewis images, com

Dr. Quan V Nguyen D C.

WESTHEIMER CHIROPRACTIC
INITIAL 

SULTATION
$30 Chiropractic 

Adjustments
3.627.PAIN (7246)

3535.Westheimef Suite’ll8' 

faring treatments for: Wellness Care. Back &
’ itamins & Herbs). Auto injury. 

Iniutles & Cai pal Tunnel

DON GILL

STUDIO 911 
713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

415 Fairview St. • Houston, TX 77006 
CooiactRichard Wellaj^^^

• Services •
Remodeling: Interior and exterior. 

Additions: Any kind of room added 
to your home.

New Construction: New buildings 
of any kind, home, garage, etc.

Commercial and Residential 
No Job Too Small

Back
From

New York!

Nationally Certified Massage Therapist 

7 Days A Week, Days/Early Evenings 

Recommended 1.5 Hours...$75.00 

1 Hour............$60.00

20% DISCOUNT ON FIRST TIME VISIT

713-527-0400 or 832-524-7700
special van! 713-269-7926

Rvan Fugate

Professional

9years clinical experience 

Swedish, deep tissue, Rata 

neuro musculat. sports massage

MALE LOPEZ 
281-844-7456 

and associate 
KENTON LITTLE 

832-577-2905

Ultimate Swedish
Massage 

for Today's 
Business Man. 
Single & Tandem 

‘4 Hands' Massage 
Body Waxing & 

Body Cuts Available!

mlopez@wt.net Roland

MASSAGE
Full Body Relaxation

manmassage.net

713.942.2399
• Montrose Location
• 7 days/evenings

• Visa/Mastercard

• Outcalls welcome

• Swedish
• Deep Tissue

• Relaxation y-

• Montrose Location

JOEL 713.397.8808
RMT 34440_____________________ ’ ''

713-864-7319
danmco7(?>evi.net

r.houweb.com/danmdean

Jerry W. Simoneaux. Jr.
attorney at law 

713-227-1717 
Legal Protection lor 

Gl BI Families 
Hnusloti. I etas

law .N i m<»ii ea 11 %
l.l Certified, Itui Bwri »l Itpl tyeciilintiH

1-bedroom apartment in the Heart of Montrose. 
Newly Remodeled! Laundry Facility on-site. Call Now!

713-443-1190

THS PlACf
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

1307 Fairview
(3 blocks west of Montrose)

713-529-1414

REWARD YOURSELF 
A NICE TOUCH/RELAXATION 

OF BODY AND MIND BY

LEE
\ 832 978-7017
\ CENTRALLY LOCATED

. \ 7 DAYS/EVENINGS

V I OUTCALLS WELCOME

Get results! Call now at 713.529.8490 
to place your ad in the directory!
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astrology jill dearman
This is the week for you to escape 

the day-to-day grind with a Leo 

and let worries wait until 2004

Don't brood, Virgo!
T Aries (March 21 to April 20): 

The moon, Venus, and Neptune 
will all be in your house of friends on 

Christmas Day, so get in the spirit and 
make every effort to reconnect with 
lost pals. Forgiveness happens natural­
ly; don’t worry about what to say or 
how to say it. Just call a Virgo, will ya?

Vy Taurus (April 21 to May 20): 
O Saturn retrograde in your 

social third house could make planning 
get-togethers a little challenging. Why 
must everyone’s schedule be so com­
plex? Be the persistent bull that you are 
and keep calling and e-mailing folks. If 
anyone can bring an isolated Aries out 
for some holiday cheer, it’s you.

H Gemini (May 21 to June 21):
You don’t need every last bit of 

information in order to make a major 
decision, darling. You know enough. 
Now a leap of faith is necessary. You 
can do it! Consult with a Leo who is 
always a bastion of strength and wis­
dom for you.

Cancer (June 22 to July 22): 
’—Some people are more into 
playing games than you think. It’s up to 
you to use your judgment when hook­
ing up with new friends and para­
mours. When in doubt, err on the side 
of caution with a Virgo. Saying “No” to 
the wrong person leads to saying “Yes” 
to the right one.

O Leo (July 23 to August 22): Let 
an old grudge die and make 

room in your heart for a breakthrough 
in a relationship. An Aquarius really 
does understand you. You just speak 
different languages. Get a translator! 
All problems have solutions this week.

YYU Virgo (August 23 to September 
I ’}( 22): This is the perfect week for 

you to escape the drudgery of your day- 
to-day life and take a few side trips to 
cool places with a cool new friend. A 
Leo, perhaps? Light fun is called for. 
Don’t brood over anything till well into 
2004. Worries can wait.

_Q_ Libra (September 23 to 
------ October 22): This is the right 

time for you to change your look and 
show the world the wilder side of your 
nature. You are fabulous to begin with, 
so a make-better (not a makeover) is in 
order. Indulge yourself this holiday 
season, and a Taurus will indulge you 
even more.

YY] Scorpio (October 23 to 
’ 11» November 21):You have a 

strong draw to discover more about 
your past, Scorpio, and now is the time 
to do it. Go directly to the source to 
find out what you need to know. A 
Libra is full of insights. Stop leering 
and start listening. OK, now you can 
leer again.

JA SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21): Mars in your 

sexy and fun-loving fifth house makes 
this a holiday week to remember. Don’t 
be shy with a Pisces. You need to rub 
right up against him or her and make 
your presence known.

Capricorn (December 22 to 
jP January 19): Humor gets you 

further than surliness this week, so 
keep it light with a Pisces. Don’t freeze 
anyone out either. Better to invite more 
people into your heart and your life. 
Your Scrooge days are ending, sweetie.

Aquarius (January 20 to 
February 18): You have a great 

way of expressing yourself, Aquarius. 
A Gemini is starting to fall in love with 
your mind. That could lead to love for 
some of your other, even more enticing, 
body parts.

YZ Pisces (February 19 to March 
' ' 20): You are in a wonderful frame 
of mind to move forward in life. If you 
ever wanted to put the past behind you, 
now is the time. Make plans for a very 
romantic future with a Taurus. Be spe­
cific about what you want and you will 
be much more likely to get it.

JiH Dearman is the author of the best-
V*? selling 'Queer Astrology for Men' and 

’Queer Astrology for Women' (both from 
St. Martin's Griffin). For information on 
charts and consultations, call 212-841- 
0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

Valid till 12/31/03

Wet 700 ml Special 5.95

120700

f JEZZ’uJ

limit one per cus 
per day, per couf

GEL LUBRICANT
www.w*LHo

Be one of the 
first 100 and recieve 
a free gift with 
purchase!

Must present this 
coupon.

Hurry 
Free Gift
* We're not kidding! 
Regular price is 
$29.95. Get'em 
while they last!

700 ml pump

Over 200 CB Toys 
to choose from!

713-944-6010 open 7 days lOa-midnight 
erosl207.com 1207 Spencer Hwy, $. Houston. 
1-45$. to College exit, go left 2 miles.
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^Advertise Here!^

713.529.8490
Call Now!

DIRECTORY

713 7259739

713
899

9526

Call LUIGI 
281 804-8027

7 days a week 
Day & Evenings 

Outcalls Welcome

FOR MEN ONLY 
Professional Full Body Massage 

For Total Relaxation & Pain Relief

rob morgan 
massaged 
therapMi

DUS PUiHPEHS .
Maxium Control Hyperemiation (Vacuum) System 

Polymer Cylinders with a welded flange for an air tight seal 
Brass construction pump with an accurate pressure guage 

Bpage Age hose material, easy grip handle, quick connects 
^Cylinders in stock up to 4" x 12" 

713-944-6010 eros1207.com 
V \ 1207 Spencer Hwy

W! I-45 So. exit left on College

bishop

2517 Ralph @ Westheimer • HOUSTON • 713.527.9071

At 11 P.M.

Amateur Strip
, Contest

Every Monday,
Wednesday, Friday & . .

Saturday with your host Frozen Margaritas
ROXANNE COLLINS & $2 Coreas
No Cover on Saturday 

Always Hot Men!
Every Thursday

Every Tuesday

Every Thursday r 
& Sunday- 
Live Singing 
with Jody!

• . <■£

what are you waiting for? it's free!

HOUSTONVOICEpersoi.alj 

rrrrrnxi PLACE YOUR FREE AD NOW! CALL 877 863 1885 I 
VOICe OR PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE AT WWW.HOUSTONVOICE.COM |
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ESCORTS ADULTS ONLY

SERVICES/GENERAL
BODYWORK

Male or She-Male Escorts

832.428.9746

Michael

Barely Legal

713-526-1531
Houston's Best Ultimate 
Stress Relief. Discreet.

^Escorts Wanted-* i 
(Gay, Straight. Bi-)

GAY GIFTS ONLINE 
cafepress.com/gayspirit 

www.rainbowprod.com/bilbo

■■■mi

WWW.SQUIRT.ORG Places to meet guys for sex in 
Houston.

Want the 
Boy Next Door?

For a relaxing, 
therapeutic 
massage, 
Call 
713-291-9359

in/out calls * 24-7 
Hotel * Residence • Office

IC Rubdowns 
lftU98lbs 

Hairy chest and abs. 
(dipped dose) 

SPECIAL Daytime rales 

^mATILE boltom 

in/out calls 

281.468.9607
www.BarelyLegalEscorts.com 

Selectively Hiring

itejl Body Builder "
• 6', 235#

Endowed || 
Massage i 
Stripping i

Joseph
281.687.3735

Eclipse
UENDI.Y section

Gay. Bi and straight 
catering to 

professional clientele's wants 
Models of all ethnicities!

Well equipped! 
Discreet billing!

Ar._. kL' Major credit cards! 
Let your FANTASY come true. 

. A Call 713-222-2112!

ch for the new

TONY-MONTROSE AREA.In/Out. Versatile
____________ Tony (281)434-7188_____________

EVAN - Tops the Galleria.
Private & Discrete. Credit Cards accepted. 24-hours. 

(713)629-8611.

Me 2W
Special!

Cfiue y4wcyel{, a gift!

fhttt bvdy Swedish inceupcuditu/ | 
dicdy Cfcct'dc technujucs

‘Dan andfo^t David 
auaitahte [c* appointinctiis 

(713) 529-1C9C |

• Young College Student
• Mossoge/Model

, • In/Out - 24/7

281-658-1199

Come in and enjoy 
a soothing and relaxing 

massage by two 
young guys!

You will not 
be disappointed!

Call for an appointment.

THEY'RE BACK!!!
Two Hands or Four? Energy work (like 

bodyelectric.org) and/or leather? Martin and/or 
Maverick? DaddyBlade.com, (713) 864-2233. Incalls 

near Taft.

Bruce 281.685.5000

832-60S75!
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MUSICIANS A LA MODE

VOULEZ-VOUS BARTY?

FAL
Gl

APRES-SKI ACTION

NOW

'/?4'

<_■ :i^ll
- i*-' • •*r’ » r

'..v* - •

< V ' r ■ <V >«•£* - - .< ' W

^ ■ ■ ■ -fZ

GENRE SUBSCRIBE NOW AND DON’T MISS AN ISSUE.
CALL 1.888.576.9933 AND GET 1 YEAR FREE

Two years for the price of one - that’s 20 issues for only $19.95


