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Oral sex poses ‘significant’ risk for HIV
CDC study released Tuesday shows 
7.8 percent of participants infected 
through oral sex

by LAURA BROWN

Oral sex "contributes significantly" to the spread of HIV, 
although the practice is "too often regarded as posing little or 
no risk," according to a study presented Tuesday at the seventh 

Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections, held 
in San Francisco.

Almost eight percent of newly infected gay men in a recent 
study contracted HIV through oral sex, according to the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, while 85 percent 

said they had oral sex without a condom because they believe 

it has little risk of transmitting HIV.
"For some, oral sex is equated with safe sex. However for 

the individuals in this study, and for countless others, this false 

assumption has led to tragic lifelong consequences," said Dr. 
Helene Gayle, director of the CDC's National Center for HIV, 

STD & TB Prevention.
The study brought mixed reactions from those on the front­

lines of public discussion of HIV—vindication from some, fear 
and frustration from others.

Andrew Sullivan, the former New Republic editor and 

author who has written about his belief that he became HTV- 
positive through oral sex, said he isn't surprised by the new sta­

tistics.
"When I told people that's how I got infected, I was treated 

with at best mild disdain and at worst with mocking disbelief," 

Sullivan told Houston Voice.

"But I honestly never had unprotected anal intercourse 
before my infection, and the most I ever did was unprotected 

oral sex, and then not even to ejaculation. People don't want to 

hear this, but that doesn't mean it isn't true.

"I think it's still a very small risk, but over time, small risks 
become bigger risks. The odds mount. I just hope people will 
believe some of us now," Sullivan said.

While everyone should be aware of the risks they are taking, 

a new focus on the dangers of oral sex could have an unin­
tended backlash on gay men weary of constantly having to 

struggle with safer sex issues, warned Jeff Graham, executive 

director of AIDS Survival Project.
"It is important to point out to people that they do need to 

take [the new oral sex study] into account when they are con­
sidering how much risk they are willing to [take] for contracting 

HIV, but the bottom line is that it is unprotected anal sex and 

injection drug use that are fueling the epidemic," Graham said.

Oral sex may be the cause of infection for 7.8 percent of the stud­

ies participants, Graham noted, but that means that the vast major­
ity, more than 90 percent, contracted HIV from other modes.

"My fear is that if people point their fingers at oral sex, some

'People don't want to hear this, but that doesn't mean it isn't 

true.... I just hope people will believe some of us now.'— 

Writer Andrew Sullivan, who says he was infected with HIV 
through oral sex.

people will take that as an excuse to engage in high risk behav­

ior all the way around" because of a fatalistic attitude that 

everything is dangerous and AIDS is therefore somehow 
unavoidable, Graham said.

Continued on Page 15

Rallying for Equality

Some 70 people gathered in downtown Houston Jan. 28 to rally against Exxon Mobil for the 

company's refusal to add sexual orientation to its non-discrimination policy and for ending 
domestic partner benefits for gay employees. 'Today is the start of a long fight. This battle will 

not be done overnight,' said Sean Carter, president of the Houston Gay & Lesbian Political 

Caucus. After the rally, protesters marched several blocks to Exxon Mobil's headquarters, which 

company officials closed early and ringed with police for the event. Organizers plan another 

protest Feb. 29 to launch a boycott of the company. (More pictures. Page 14)

KKRW apologizes over 
‘inappropriate remarks’

by MATTHEW A. HENNIE

A Houston radio station issued a terse on- 

air apology to City Councilwoman Annise 
Parker Tuesday, though station officials have 

yet to talk with Parker directly about the 
derogatory comments a radio jock directed 

towards her late last month.
And station officials took no action against 

Keven Dorsey, producer of "The Dean and 
Rog Show" on KKRW 93.7, for calling Parker 
a "dyke" and "carpet muncher" during a Jan. 

21 broadcast.
Parker, the City Council's only openly 

gay member, has called Dorsey's comments 

"hate speech."
The comments came during a discussion 

about Parker's involvement with the 
Westheimer Street Festival. Dorsey has taken

part in the festival for several years; last month 

city officials denied a permit for the annual 

gathering, which draws some 300,000 people 

to a 10-block strip of Westheimer.
The two-term city councilwoman has said 

the festival has grown too large and must 
address public safety concerns if it continues 

at its current location, which is in a mostly res­
idential area.

In Dorsey's apology, ordered by station man­

agement, he said the possibility of the festival 
not taking place "is a matter ver}' close to me."

"I apologize for any remarks that may have 

offended her or any member of the gay com­

munity," Dorsey said in the taped apology, 
which aired at 6:15 a.m.

The apology, which lasted less than 30 sec­

onds, was sandwiched between the end of a

> Continued on Page 14
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someone just did!

Ill SUSTIVA" is the first HIV drug approved to be taken once-a-day

as part of your combination therapy. Just take three 200 mg capsules together once daily,

with or without food; high fat meals should be avoided. Your doctor may suggest taking SUSTIVA

Once Daily

SUSTIVA
efavirenz

Pregnancy should be avoided in women receiving SUSTIVA because birth defects have been 

seen in primates dosed with SUSTIVA. Barrier contraception should always be used in combination 

with other methods of contraception.

at bedtime to reduce any side effects you may experience. Talk to your doctor when you start taking SUSTIVA. SUSTIVA may change the effect

SUSTIVA, an NNRTI*,  must be used in combination with other 

HIV drugs.

SUSTIVA is tough on HIV. It reduces the amount of virus in your blood 

and increases the number of CD4 cells. SUSTIVA can even be used in young 

children, 3 years of age or older. This is based on results from controlled clinical 

trials at 24 weeks. Presently, there are no results from controlled clinical trials 

showing the long-term effects of SUSTIVA

SUSTIVA has manageable side effects. Most side effects are mild to

Now listed among 

preferred anti-HIV 
drugs in government 

guidelines.1

of other medicines (including ones for HIV). Always tell your doctor if 

you are taking, starting or changing any prescription or non-prescription 

medicine when taking SUSTIVA Your doctor may change your medicines 

or change their dose. You should discuss your prior medical conditions 

(such as mental illness, substance abuse, hepatitis, etc.) with your doctor 

before taking SUSTIVA

We know that coping with HIV is difficult enough. Your treatment doesn’t 

have to be. Ask your doctor about SUSTIVA. For more important information

moderate and can be managed.The most significant side effects associated with SUSTIVA therapy „ see the next page for Patient Information about SUSTIVA.

have been nervous system symptoms (dizziness, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, trouble concentrating 

and/or abnormal dreams) and rash. These usually subside within the first two to four weeks of 

treatment In a small number of patients, rash may be serious. Taking SUSTIVA at bedtime may 

help make nervous system symptoms less noticeable.

FOR HIV
Finally, a once dally medication to treat HIV.

SUSTIVA. It’s about time.
www.tuitlva.com

•NNRTI - non-nudeoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor
For more information on SUSTIVA, all I-800-4PHARMA or visit our website at httpJ/www.justiva.com

For more information on the updated DHHS Guidelines, a PDF file of the guidelines is available at http://www.hivatis.org

I. Gudeiines for the Use of Antretrcwral Agents m HV-Infected Adults and Adolescents. Panel on Ovcai Pracbces for Treatment of UV nfection.



4 FEBRUARY 4, 2000 • HOUSTON VOICE

Once Daily

SUSTIVA
efavirenz

SUSTIVA™ (efavirenz) capsules
Patient?,USTIVA

~C,-
'■ •ra w WW'WV^fWan^ra-protloct

' • ’-'iS; I*"'*’ ?

90 Capsules ZCC

1 O' $

Information about SUSTIVA* 
(sus-TEE-vahj 

for HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) Infection 

Generic name: efavirenz (eh-FAH-vih-rehnz)

Please read this information before you start taking SUSTIVA. Read it again each time you refill your 
prescription, in case there is any new information. Don't treat this leaflet as your only source of information 
about SUSTIVA. Always discuss SUSTIVA with your doctor when you start taking your medicine and at 
every visit. You should remain under a doctor's care when using SUSTIVA. You should not change or stop 
treatment without first talking to your doctor.

What is SUSTIVA?
SUSTIVA is a medicine used to help treat HIV, the virus that causes AIDS (acquired immune deficiency 

syndrome). SUSTIVA is a type of HIV drug called a "non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor" (NNRTI).

How does SUSTIVA wort?
SUSTIVA works by lowering the amount of HIV in the blood (called "viral load"). SUSTIVA must 

be taken with other anti-HIV medicines. When taken with other anti-HIV medicines. SUSTIVA has been 
shown to reduce viral load and increase the number of CD4 cells (a type of immune cell in blood). 
SUSTIVA may not have these effects in every patient.

Does SUSTIVA cure HIV or AIDS?
SUSTIVA is not a cure for HIV or AIDS. People taking SUSTIVA may still develop other infections 

associated with HIV. Because of this, it is very important that you remain under the care of your doctor.

Does SUSTIVA reduce the risk of passing HIV to others?
SUSTIVA has not been shown to reduce the risk of passing HIV to others. Continue to practice safe sex, 

and do not use or share dirty needles.

How should I take SUSTIVA?
• The dose of SUSTIVA for adults is 600 mg (three 200 mg capsules, taken together) once a day by mouth 

The dose of SUSTIVA for children may be lower (see Can children take SUSTIVA?)
• Take SUSTIVA at the same time each day. You should take SUSTIVA at bedtime during the first few weeks 

or if you have side effects, such as dizziness or trouble concentrating (see What are the possible 

side effects of SUSTIVA? i
• Swallow SUSTIVA with water, juice, milk or soda. You may take SUSTIVA with or without meals; however, 

SUSTIVA should not be taken with a high fat meal.
• Do not miss a dose of SUSTIVA. If you forget to take SUSTIVA, take the missed dose right away.

If you do miss a dose, do not double the next dose. Carry on with your regular dosing schedule.
If you need help in planning the best times to take your medicine, ask your doctor or pharmacist.

• Take the exact amount of SUSTIVA your doctor prescribes. Never change the dose on your own
Do not stop this medicine unless your doctor tells you to stop.

• When your SUSTIVA supply starts to run low, get more from your doctor or pharmacy This is very 
important because the amount of virus in your blood may increase if the medicine is stopped for 
even a short time. The virus may develop resistance to SUSTIVA and become harder to treat.

Can children take SUSTIVA?
Yes, children who are able to swallow capsules can take SUSTIVA. Rash may be a serious problem 

in some children. Tell your child's doctor right away if you notice rash or any other side effects while your 
child is taking SUSTIVA. The dose of SUSTIVA for children may be lower than the dose for adults. Capsules 
containing lower doses of SUSTIVA are available. Your child’s doctor will determine the right dose based 
on your child's weight.

Who should not take SUSTIVA?
Do not take SUSTIVA if you are allergic to SUSTIVA or any of its ingredients.

•SUSTIVA™ and the SUNBURST LOGO are trademarks
of DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company.
Copyright © 1999 DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company

"The brands listed are the registered trademarks of their respective 
owners and are not trademarks of DuPont Pharmaceuticals Company

What other medical problems or conditions should I discuss with my doctor?

Talk to your doctor right away if you:
• Are pregnant or want to become pregnant
• Are breast-feeding
• Have problems with your liver, or have had hepatitis
• Start or change any medicine
• Have side effects while taking SUSTIVA (efavirenz)
• Have a history of mental illness, substance or alcohol abuse

What are the possible side effects of SUSTIVA?
Many patients have dizziness, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, trouble concentrating, and/or unusual 

dreams a few hours after starting treatment with SUSTIVA. These feelings may be less noticeable if you 
take SUSTIVA at bedtime. They also tend to go away after you've taken the medicine for a few weeks 
Rarely, patients have more serious side effects that may affect mood or ability to think clearly. These side 
effects occur more often in patients with a history of mental illness or substance abuse. Tell your doctor 
promptly if any of these side effects continue or if they bother you. There is the possibility that these 
symptoms may be more severe if SUSTIVA is used with alcohol or mood altering (street) drugs. You should 
avoid driving or operating machinery it you are having these side effects.

One of the most common side effects is rash. These rashes usually go away without any change in. 
treatment. In a small number of patients, rash may be serious. If you develop a rash, call your doctor promptly.

Other common side effects include tiredness, upset stomach, vomiting, and diarrhea. However, this 
is not a complete list of side effects reported with SUSTIVA when taken with other anti-HIV drugs. Do not 
rely on this leaflet alone for information about side effects. Your doctor can discuss a more complete list 
of side effects with you.

Please contact your doctor immediately before stopping SUSTIVA because of side effects. Tell your, 
doctor or other healthcare provider if you notice any side effects while taking SUSTIVA.

What about birth control, pregnancy, or breast-feeding?
Women should not become pregnant while taking SUSTIVA. Birth defects have been seen in animals 

treated with SUSTIVA. It is not known whether this could happen in humans. You should use a condom 
or diaphragm in addition to other methods of birth control while taking SUSTIVA. Inform your doctor 
immediately if you are pregnant. If you want to become pregnant, talk to your doctor. Do not take SUSTIVA 
if you are breast-feeding. Talk to your doctor if you are breast-feeding your baby.

Can I take other medicines with SUSTIVA?
SUSTIVA may change the effect of other medicines (including ones for HIV). Your doctor may change 

your medicines or change their doses. For this reason, it is very important to:
• Let all your doctors and pharmacists know that you take SUSTIVA.
• Tell your doctors and pharmacists about all medicines you take. This includes those you buy 

over-the-counter and herbal or natural remedies.
Bring all your medicines when you see a doctor, or make a list of their names, how much you take, 

and how often you take them. This will give your doctor a complete picture of the medicines you use. 
Then he or she can decide the best approach for your situation.

The following medicines may cause serious and life-threatening side effects when taken.with SUSTIVA.
You should not take any of these medicines while taking SUSTIVA:”
• Hismanal® (astemizole)
• Propulsid® (cisapride)
• Versed® (midazolam)
• Halcion® (triazolam)
• Ergot medications (for example, Wigraine® and Cafergot®)

The following medicines may need to be changed or have their dose changed when taken with SUSTIVA:”
• Crixivan® (indinavir)
• Fortovase® (saquinavir)
• Biaxin® (clarithromycin)

How should I keep SUSTIVA?
SUSTIVA is available as 50 mg, 100 mg. and 200 mg capsules.

Keep SUSTIVA at room temperature (77°F) in the bottle given to you by your pharmacist.

The temperature can range from 59O-86°F

Keep SUSTIVA out of the reach of children.

How can I learn more about SUSTIVA?
Talk to your doctor or other healthcare provider if you have questions about either SUSTIVA or HIV.

For additional information you can visit the SUSTIVA website at http://www.sustiva.com.

This medicine was prescribed for your particular condition. Do not use 

it for any other condition or give it to anybody else. Keep SUSTIVA out of 

the reach of children. If you suspect that more than the prescribed dose 

of this medicine has been taken, contact your local poison control center 

or emergency room immediately.

OTO DuPont Pharmaceuticals

Wilmington, DE 19880 
Issued September, 1998
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Derek Henkle claims negligence on the part of 
high school administrators cost him his high school 
diploma and the chance to be a teenager
by PAIGE PARVIN

A gay Atlanta youth is suing the principals 
at three high schools he attended, and five 

other school officials, for failing to protect 
him from anti-gay harassment and violence 

and its interference with his civil right to 

an education.

Derek Henkle, now 19, filed a lawsuit 

Friday against Ross Gregory, principal at 

Galena High School in Washoe County, Nev, 
for ignoring his repeated complaints of "anti- 

gay harassment, assaults, intimidation and 
discrimination" suffered while he was a stu­

dent at the school.

Other plaintiffs in the suit .include the 

vice principal at Galena, a teacher, the 

county director of students services, princi­

pals at two other high schools, and two 
school police officers.

School for Henkle was a "daily nightmare," 

he told reporters during a teleconference 

Friday, with attorneys Jon Davidson and Doni 
Gewirtzman of Lambda Legal Defense & 
Education Fund.

"School on a daily basis was an unknown. I 

would turn comers and not be sure what to 

expect," Henkle said. "It was something I was 

forced to attend every day, yet I was not given 

any avenue to be safe. The ignoring by school 

officials of my daily complaints only made it 

so much worse."

School officials not only ignored Henkle's 
complaints, added Davidson, they treated 

him as the problem, and violated his First 
Amendment rights by telling him to change 

his behavior to protect himself.
The First Amendment violations break new 

ground, said Davidson, who compared the 

response from Henkle's school administrators 
to the controversial "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" 

policy on gays in the military.
"We are trying to establish that under the 

Constitution, in schools it is a violation of the 

First Amendment to have a 'Don't Tell' poli­

cy," Davidson said. "If other students try to 

harass or abuse those students who are 'out,' 
the solution is not to tell students to go back in 

the closet."

School officials had no immediate comment 

on the case, the Associated Press reported.
"We haven't been served with anything yet 

and until we do, obviously we can't comment 

on specifics," said district spokesman Steve 

Mulvenon.

School leaders blind to abuse?
Between 1994 and 1996, Henkle, who was 

openly gay while in high school, spent his 
school days being harassed, threatened and 

sometimes physically attacked, and was 
bounced from school to school "for his own 

protection," he said.
The intimidation and violence had such a 

severe impact on Henkle that he was unable 
to finish high school, according to the com­

plaint filed by his attorneys in U.S. District 

Court in Nevada.

"What we have here is a school district's 

complete abdication of its responsibility to 
protect all young people in its care," said 

Davidson.
Henkle described a particularly harrowing 

incident that he says took place in fall 1995, 
soon after he appeared on a local public access 

TV show and spoke openly about being gay 

in school.
Henkle, then a sophomore at Galena High 

School in Reno, was walking through the 

school parking lot one afternoon when some 
half-dozen students surrounded him, taunt­

ing him with anti-gay slurs like "fag," "fairy" 

and "butt pirate," Henkle recalled.

Then, in a chilling scenario reminiscent of a 

high-profile 1998 hate crime in which a Texas 

black man was dragged to death behind a 
truck, one of the students produced a rope 

and urged his comrades to help him "lasso the 
fag," tie him behind a truck and drag him 

down a nearby highway, Henkle said.
The students threw the rope around 

Henkle's neck three different times, but he 

was able to pull it off, he said. Terrified, 

Henkle ran to the office of his English instruc­
tor, where he called assistant principal Denise 

Hausauer, requesting that she come immedi­
ately.

But Hausauer didn't arrive until almost 

two hours later, and when Henkle, still fright­

ened, began to stammer out his story, she 

laughed, according to Henkle.
After this incident, Henkle said, he and his 

parents were told the attack would be dealt 
with under the school's sexual harassment 

policy. Eventually it was decided the offend­
ing students would receive a letter, written by 

Henkle himself.
"Basically, Ross Gregory decided to ignore 

it," Henkle said.
After a semester at Galena, Henkle asked to 

be transferred and was sent to Washoe High 

School, an alternative school for problem stu­
dents, despite a highly promising academic 

record.
Defendants Joe Anastasio, county director 

of student services, and Washoe principal Bob 
Floyd ordered Henkle to hide his sexual ori­

entation at the new school, Henkle said. As a 
condition of the transfer, he was told not to 

discuss his sexuality with fellow students and 
to remove pro-gay buttons from his school 

backpack.

In a meeting, Floyd told Henkle to "stop 

acting like a fag," the young man recalled.

When Henkle asked for another transfer 
because of the poor academic program at 

Washoe, he was initially told by Floyd that a 
"traditional" high school would not be appro­
priate for him because he was openly gay, 
Henkle claimed.

But eventually he was transferred to 

Wooster High School for the fall 1996 school 
year, again after being warned not to disclose 

his sexual orientation to other students, he 

said. Former classmates knew he was gay, 

though, and he fared no better at Wooster.

Midway through the school year, Henkle 

alleged, he was attacked and beaten by a 

group of students at Wooster, while two
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Now 19, Derek Henkle hopes his lawsuit will 

send a message that taunts, threats and vio­
lence against gay kids in school is not okay.

school police officers looked on. The offi­

cers, defendants Amel Ramilo and Glen 
Selby, later discouraged Henkle from calling 

the local police and refused to arrest the 

youth who assaulted him.
"I was surrounded by students, all 

encouraging [the attacker], and all 1 could 

see was about a hundred yards away, two 
school police officials standing there," 

Henkle said of the incident. "All I can 

remember thinking was, 'Why aren't they 

doing something about this?'"
In February 1997, at age 16, Henkle was 

finally put into an adult education program, 

where he was eligible to earn a GED but not 

a high school diploma, he said.

At 17, Henkle sued to become emancipat­
ed from his parents and began living on his 

own, working in television broadcasting. In 
1998 he moved to Atlanta, where he works 

for Turner Broadcasting's Cartoon Network 

as an operations coordinator. He also volun­

teers as communications director for Project 

Freedom, a fledgling gay rights group.
Missing out on high school has placed a 

continuing burden on Henkle, he said.

"I have a ton of education stuff that is 
lacking, and I am doing the best I can with 

what I have," Henkle said. "I think the 

strength for that really has derived from the 
passion I have around these issues, and 

what personally happened to me."
During high school, Henkle said, his 

mother was aware of what was happening 

to him, but school officials told her they 

were dealing with the problem by transfer­

ring him for his own safety.
Since his troubled high school days, rela­

tions with his parents have become 
stronger, Henkle said. He proudly reports 

that his mother and stepfather met at a 
meeting of Parents, Families and Friends of 

Lesbians and Gays.

Henkle described his current relationship 

with both of them as "very supportive," 

and says his father is "coming around."

> Continued on Page 11
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Special Guest Speaker
Reverend Jimmy Creech

Rev. Jimmy Creech has been working dili­

gently to change the laws within the United 

Methodist Church that discriminate against 

Lesbians/Gays/Bisexual/Transgenders.

After performing a same sex holy union 

ceremony for two men, the Methodist 

Church Jury found Creech guilty of violating 

the rules of the church and withdrew his 

credentials of ordination.

Come hear Rev. Jimmy Creech’s remarkable 

story of faith, hope, and renewal; and how 

his ministries continue.

Sunday, February 6, 2000 
9am & 11am services

All programs are free and open to the community!
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Gay man, another who claimed 'gay panic/ executed in Texas
HUNTSVILLE, Texas (AP)—Glen Alan McGinnis, 27, 

was executed Jan. 25 for gunning down laundromat clerk 
Leta Ann Wilkerson in 1990. McGinnis admitted shooting 

Wilkerson and leaving for dead the 30-year-old mother of 

two. Defense attorney William Hall described McGinnis 
as a deeply troubled teen whose race and homosexual 

orientation doomed him in the eyes of the jury. "He was 
polite, respectful, legitimately sorry about what he'd 

done," Hall said. "But he was also a black man who killed 
a white woman. And he was very, very gay, and that did­

n't help." The Vatican, the European Union, the American 

Bar Association and a collection of anti-death penalty 

groups pleaded for the life of McGinnis because he was a 

juvenile when he killed Wilkerson. The execution came 

just five days after another gay man, Rickey Lee Bryant, 

31, was put to death in Texas for killing his lover and four 

neighbors in 1982.
Meanwhile, James Walter Moreland, 39, condemned 

for a knife attack that left two East Texas men dead more 
than 17 years ago, was executed Jan. 27. The 39-year-old 

Indiana native repeatedly stabbed Clinton Corbet Abbott

James Walter Moreland, 39, 

was executed last week in 
Texas, years after a 'gay panic' 
defense failed to clear him of 

two murders.

and John Royce Cravey in the back, robbed them, and left them to die in a Eustace, Texas 

trailer home after a day of beer drinking in 1982. Moreland maintained he acted out of fear 
after Cravey, a 41-year-old iron worker, allegedly made sexual advances toward him. 

Relatives of Moreland's victims rankle at the suggestion. "My brother was by no means a 
homosexual. I know this for a fact," said Robert Cravey. "Neither was Clint. He'd have 
fought you if you even mentioned it to him."

Southwest Airlines adds anti-discrimination provisions for gays
DALLAS—Southwest Airlines, the nation's fifth largest airline, has instituted anti­

harassment, anti-discrimination and EEOC policies that include sexual orientation as a pro­
tected category, the Dallas Voice reported. The Dallas-based airline announced the new pro­

tections in a letter sent to employees by Herb Kellaher, the airline's chairman, president and 
CEO. The protections may be the result of an ongoing controversy between the airline and 

the flight attendants' union over domestic partner benefits for unmarried employees, as 

well as longstanding charges of homophobia at Southwest. The issue came to a head in 

December when Southwest pilot Gary S. Ward claimed in a pilots' newsletter that "the 

homosexual community alone is a high-risk group medically." Ward also wrote that if 
Southwest adopted DP benefits, it would be "a stab in the back of the American family." 

Flight attendant Marty Nelson of San Francisco said many pilots will not speak to male 
flight attendants, and some will not let men serve cabin crews.

Ft. Worth rights commission accused of pro-gay 'litmus test'
FORT WORTH, Tex—A man who was rejected for a seat on Fort Worth's Human 

Relations Commission has charged officials with using nominees' positions on a possible 

gay rights ordinance as a "litmus test" for appointment to the body, the Dallas Voice report­

ed. Nominees opposed to the proposed ordinance were automatically rejected, Larry 

Stevens alleged. Stevens, who previously ran a failed bid for a city council seat, was one of 
six nominees interviewed for possible appointment to the commission. "They asked me, 

'How do you feel about special protections based on sexual preference?"' Stevens said. 
"This question was not about matters of justice or about my history of working against dis­

crimination. It was just about how I felt about someone who practices a certain behavior 

that is against the law in this state," Stevens said. Council member Becky Haskin, who 

chaired the selection committee, said candidates for the commission all were asked 

several questions. "I think he had some issues ahead of time... that's why I think he 

wasn't selected," she said

Human Rights Watch set to monitor 'Don't Ask, Don't Tell' in S.C.
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP)—The military's "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy is getting a review 

by Human Rights Watch. The group, best know for investigating international torture and 
child abuse, has sent a delegate to Fort Jackson, the Army's largest training base, to collect 
information about how the policy is working. The New York-based organization monitors 

human rights issues in about 70 countries, reporting on topics that include prisons, free­

dom of speech and land mines. "I guess the simple goal is to look at this policy and the 
treatment of gays and lesbians in terms of the context of international human rights 

standards/ said senior researcher Allison Collins. She visited the fort with permission of 

Army officials. The group also will compare the lives of gay U.S. service members with 

those in the military of other countries. The United States and Turkey are the only NATO 

countries that ban gays from military service, according to the Service Members 

Legal Defense Network.

--------------------------------------------------------——EisaL.slaff diul win mris
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EDITORIAL

AIDS, the priesthood and Catholic hypocrisy
"Non quam duo, semper tres."
That's the prevailing rule at St. Stanislaus 

and other Roman Catholic seminaries across 
the country.

In days and evenings filled with prayer, 
meditation and discussion, a strict command­
ment is issued to the young novices, as those 
wishing to enter the priesthood are called.

"Not in twos, always threes."
And try to avoid "particular friendships" 

with classmates.
The rules are designed to undermine the 

sexual currency that even church officials 
acknowledge emerges from an all-male envi­
ronment of those sharing so much in common.

With little or no teaching at seminary about 

human sexuality—much less homosexuali­
ty—the results are chilling.

In a remarkable series of reports last week 
by the Kansas City Star, the Catholic hierarchy 
is called to answer for a silent epidemic of 
AIDS among the priesthood. In an exhaustive 
survey, the newspaper found the death rate 
from AIDS among priests to be four times the 
U.S. average.

"There have always been the comments 
made on this that a celibate priesthood must 
be somewhat attractive for one who is homo­
sexual, because you're joining a fraternity or 

group which has a status in society, and you 
don't have to come out of the closet," 
acknowledged Bishop Raymond J. Boland, of 

the Kansas City diocese, in an interview with 
the newspaper.

"I can't argue with that statement. There 
must be that attraction. Now, how much the 
attraction has ever been fulfilled is very diffi­

cult to know."
Harry Morrison, a California priest who 

has AIDS, agreed.
"Young Catholic boys trying desperately to 

honor the strict sexual morality of the church 

and having no attraction for women see a 
vocation to the priesthood not only as an hon­

orable way out, but also as a social way out," 
he told the paper.

In fact, 15 percent of priests responding to 

the Star's survey identified themselves as gay

AIDS in the priesthood, 
Page 10

and another five percent said they are bisexu­
al. Assuming most priests would be extreme­
ly reluctant to acknowledge same-sex attrac­
tion, the numbers are extraordinary.

And they suggest widespread knowledge 
among Catholic clergy about the existence of 

many, many gay priests.
Four years in the making, the Star series 

tells the heart-breaking stories of priests under 
pressure from the church who kept secret 
from loved ones their homosexuality, their 
sexual activity, their infection with HIV and 

often even the cause of their deaths.
And whatever the series says about the failure 

of the Catholic Church to deal effectively and 
compassionately with AIDS in the priesthood, it 
says even more about the church's morally bank­
rupt teachings about homosexuality.

In seminary, the church teaches the vow of 
celibacy as one of the most important obliga­

tions of the priesthood.
For these committed men, each of whom feels 

a special calling to devote their entire life to their 
faith, celibacy is viewed as a means of achieving 
the spiritual purity necessary to perform the 
holy rites and responsibilities of the post.

But even with that intense and enduring 
motivation, many fail to live up to their calling 
to be celibate, and engage not only in sexual 
activity, but often unsafe sex, as the Star report 

makes abundantly clear.
And yet the very same Catholic bishops 

who no doubt know much more than the Star 
about sexually active priests, straight and gay, 
recently issued a modified teaching on homo­
sexuality that required of gay Catholic laity 
the same vow of celibacy that the church's 

committed priests cannot fulfill.
The bishops acknowledged in their 

report—styled as an open letter to parents 
struggling with accepting their gay children— 

that homosexuality is experienced as an unal­
terable orientation by most people and har­
boring same-sex desires is no more sinful than
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At the graveside of his brother, a Jesuit priest 

who died of AIDS in December 1990, Dennis 

Dobbels told the Kansas City Star that he 

regrets his brother waited until only weeks 
before his death to tell his family about his 
secret life and cause of death.

heterosexual attraction.
Implicitly admitting the uselessness of 

prayerful or psychotherapeutic efforts at 
"converting" to heterosexuality, the bish­
ops still drew the line at acting on homo­

sexual desires.
Gay Catholics are required by their church 

to live a life of celibacy, like priests, never act­
ing on their natural, God-given sexual desires, 
even within the confines of a loving, commit­

ted and monogamous relationship.
In fact, in places like Hawaii and 

California and Vermont, Catholic clergy 
have been active in opposing same-sex 

marriage even though the institution has 
been shown by centuries' evidence to fos­
ter the type of committed romantic rela­
tionships that win church approval among 
heterosexuals.

It's true, of course, that the Catholic Church 
has a colorful history of teachings completely 
separated from human reality, as illustrated 
recently by an angry lecture from Pope John 

Paul II, who urged opposition to secular 
divorce laws that permit the dissolution of 

even one consummated marriage.
But the church's teaching on homosex­

uality is particularly cruel because it 

allows for absolutely no expression of 
human sexuality—the proscription cov­
ers masturbation as well, as any spilling 
of semen is considered sinful—even 

though our orientation is viewed as 
morally neutral.

With this new and devastating evi­
dence that celibacy fails at an alarming 

rate even among clergy, the church's 
most committed members, the Catholic 
record on homosexuality has been laid 
bare as illogical, hypocritical, corrupt 
and barbaric.

Kansas City Star
"AIDS in the Priesthood" 
series

available on the web at

www.kcstar.com/projects/priests/
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VIEWPOINT

A San Fransisco transplant finds the redneck within
by KIRK READ

Kirk Read lives in San Francisco and can 

be reached at KirkRead@aol.com and nninv. 

temenos.net/kirkread.

an easier affair than the full-tilt kicking and 

spinning line dances I was about to leam. 

But I persevered. Worst case scenario: As I 
badly bruise the feet of strangers, I bat my 

eyes and work that "It's my first time" 
charm. But what am I going to say on my 

second and third visits?
I'm not trading my Levi's for Wranglers 

anytime soon, but the men were friendlier 
than in any bar I've ever visited, and 1 did­

n't see a single person doing bumps in the 

bathroom or stumbling around drunk.

Not to wax puritanical, but teeth-grind- 

ing and nasal drainage are not all that con­
ducive to conversation. It was so nice to see 

a room of gay men who weren't sucking in 

their guts or puffing their chests out like 

some pre-op Dolly Parton.

As fate would have it, I_ 

moved all the way to San 

Francisco to get in touch 
with my inner redneck. I recently broke 

my longstanding boycott on country­

western dancing. It wasn't so much a boy­

cott as it was something I thought was for 
the most part a good idea, but something 

I never got around to doing.

At the suggestion of a Sunday lunch 
bunch, I ran home to change and taxi 

over to the bar where such dancing takes 
place. I had the boots already, but the 

only "boot-scootin' boogie" I'd ever 

encountered was when I was too tired to 
pick up my feet and walk properly.

I got halfway into the cab and realized 

I was wearing a black belt with tan boots. 
Naturally, I did what any self-respecting 

gay man would do: I made the cabdriver 
wait while I changed belts.

See, I grew up in the Blue Ridge 

Mountains of Virginia, so this two-step 
business wasn't completely new to me. 

The thing is, the boys who clogged to 
bluegrass were often the boys who shout­

ed "Faggot" at me in the school parking 
lot as their Ford trucks unleashed a tor­

rent of exhaust and Hank Williams, Jr. 
They laughed their Yee Haw laughs and 

sped home to their respective hollers.

That Sunday night promised to be 

either a personal reconciliation or an 

unmitigated nightmare.
On a stylistic note, I must say that I pre­

fer men in flannel button ups to stretch 

nylon muscle tees. I tell you, looking 
around at a crowd of smiling gay men in 

cowboy regalia was nearly psychedelic.

I grew up with these guys and their 
mother-of-pearl buttons. I remember all 

too well the clomp of boots and the tip­

ping of hats.

But as a teenager, I saw all this hillbilly 
stuff as my nemesis. The third-string foot­

ball players with perms and Bocephus T- 
shirts were not exactly thrilled with me; 

their openly way-gay classmate had made 

it possible for same-sex couples to attend 
their 1990 prom, naively themed 

"Stairway to Heaven."

"I got that rule changed so you could 

take me to the prom, Stephen," I told one of 
the hallway cowpokes who greeted me 

daily with a murmured "Fag." From that 

moment on, Stephen was terrified of me.
Given this background, surely you can 

understand that willingly subjecting myself 
to Reba McIntire and Wranglers was some­

thing of a noble challenge.
I admit, I can be a bit culturally stodgy. I 

can't tell you the last time I played a Merle 

Haggard CD, and I've never been much for 
dancing at all. While many friends my age 

have relished circuit parties and drunken 

tea dances, I've been continually frustrated 
by the clubs. I find the music mostly deaf­

ening and monotonous. When I hear tech­
no tribal, it doesn't send me into a trance. It 

usually sends me for the door.

So I arrived at 6 p.m. that Sunday night 
for what my friends ominously termed 

"The Lesson." We learned the basic two- 

step and the waltz. I'd waltzed at my 

small town's version of cotillion. Two 

self-anointed society ladies whose mis­

sion it was to instruct Lexington's pre­
adolescents in the art of ballroom dance 

made this class possible.

My sixth grade fox trots turned out to be

The men were admirably patient with 

me, content to push me around like a 
broom as veteran dancers performed com­

plicated turns and dips to our sides. Every 

time I tried to add to the dance floor con­

versation, I'd lose the beat and stomp on 
four people, but none of my missteps 

required hospitalization.
During my third dance with a particular­

ly adorable bear, he whispered in my ear: 
"Don't talk, baby. Just follow." Which is 

indeed a charming thing for one man to say 

to another. Certainly enough to guarantee 

my return.

I recently broke my longstanding boycott on country-western dancing, 

and it was so nice to see a room of gay men who weren't sucking in 

their guts or puffing their chests out like some pre-op Dolly Parton.

LETTERS

What will it take 
for action on HIV?
To the Editor:

Thank you for writing frankly about 

Mayor Lee Brown's failure to act quickly on 

the HIV/AIDS front as he had promised 

back on World AIDS Day ("Mayor stumbles 

on HIV follow through," Jan. 21). Anybody 

can give lip service to a problem, but a good 

leader does more.

Before the November elections, I personal­

ly gave Brown the letter from Ryan White 
Planning Council that declared this state of 

emergency. He was notified about the very 
high HIV infection rate in the African 

American community and that we needed 

black leaders to step forward immediately 
and help us get a handle on this problem. He 

saw things differently. He cared more about 
that arena project of his and his trip to Africa 

than he did the crisis on his doorstep.
Since he received that letter, more than 250 

African Americans have been diagnosed 

with IIIV. And this is from infections that 
actually occurred years earlier when the rates 

were lower. How many black people need to 
get sick before he and his team respond? 

Does the black community have to suffer the 
lessons and losses the gay community did 

before massive action starts?

If a gay person did the same thing to the 

gay community regarding this disease, we 
would take strong action. Maybe if we tied 

an arena deal into the response, Brown 
might act faster.

Gary J. Van Ooteghem

Chairman
Ryan White Planning Council 

Editor's note: The Ryan White Planning

Council will distribute about $17.6 million in fed­

eral funding this year to help county residents 

already infected with HIV through services like 

food banks, drug reimbursements, dental services, 
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counseling and hospice care. The money is 

restricted to treatment; HIV prevention and edu­

cation efforts are left to the city's $5 million-a-year 

HIV Prevention Program and private AIDS serv­

ice organizations.

Shell’s diversity training 
includes gays, lesbians
To the Editor

I was pleasantly surprised by the interest 

of the Houston Voice in profiling where the oil 

companies stand with respect to workplace 

issues pertaining to sexual orientation ("Fill 
'er up?" Jan. 28). Overall you did a thorough 
job, but I do need to correct one of the quotes 
from my interview.

During the interview, I was asked if 
Shell includes sexual orientation in its 

diversity training. I had explained that 

diversity training is prevalent throughout 

the company. However, training specifical­

ly on the topic of sexual orientation is 

spotty. Some parts of the business have 
included sexual orientation in diversity 

awareness training, others are looking at 
pilots, and some parts of the company 

aren't there yet.

Rick Schroder 

Shell Oil Co.

• Houston
Editor's note: The article also incorrectly 

listed the e-mail address of the company’s gay 

and lesbian employee group, which is 

SEAShell@shellus.com.

Let us know what you think
Send the editor your letters (400 words maximum) 

or op-ed submissions (800 words maximum).

Names may be withheld upon request, but submissions 

must include a name and phone number for verification.

Houston Voice, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, TX 77006 

fax: 713-529-9531 • e-mail: editor@houstonvoice.com
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been the simplest ones. The ones that grow from 
vision. At Chase Texas, it is our vision to manage 

diversity as we would any other strategic resource. 
We have made diversity an integral component 
of our culture because we know that bringing 
collective experiences and skills to the table 
enables us to do things that none of us could do 
alone. A simple idea that inspires great rewards.
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CHASE

The right relationship is everything.™
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Gay couple, trans woman among victims of Alaska Airlines crash
PORT HUENEME, Calif. (AP)—The search for survivors among the 88 people flying on 

Alaska Airlines Flight 261 ended Wednesday after 41 hours. Among the victims of the crash 

were Toni Choate, a Santa Cruz man who was living as a woman, and William Knudson 

and Bradley Long, who owned a bed and breakfast in Puerto Vallarta. Choate was return­
ing to the San Francisco Bay area with his daughter when the plane crashed. Choate was a 

general contractor and cabinet finisher originally from Visalia, Calif. He was formerly 

known as Larry D. Choate, but changed his name and started living as a woman in the mid 

1990s, according to friends and relatives. In 1995, Choate bought the Savoy Bar in Santa 

Clara, Calif, and moved to San Francisco about a year ago. "He was an excellent father, as 

far as taking her places and showing her things," Elliott said. "They were real close." 

Knudson and Long were headed home after visiting their inn. They "lived life to the 

fullest," said Laura Lyon, vice president at Lyon & Associates Real Estate in Sacramento, 

where Long, 38, had worked for the past decade. "They were very much into boating and 

had a large hobby restoring old cars," Lyon said. "They were always entertaining, very, 

very generous, warmhearted gentlemen."

Military services spell out training, gay discharges down slightly
WASHINGTON (AP)—The U.S. military services for the first time have spelled out for 

field commanders a policy of ensuring that troops who complain of anti-gay threats or 

harassment are not themselves investigated. The intent is to allow such complaints to be 

aired without fear of being kicked out of the service for being gay, and to reinforce the idea 

that those who make anti-gay threats will not be tolerated. Defense Secretary William 

Cohen said Tuesday the new guidelines on how to investigate anti-gay threats are incor­

porated in updated training programs designed to ensure that the Clinton administration's 

"Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy on gays is enforced fairly and uniformly throughout the 

services. "These plans make it very clear ... that there is no room for harassment or threats 

in the military," Cohen said in a written statement. The Pentagon also announced Tuesday 
the number of discharges from the military for being homosexual fell to 1,034 in the fiscal 

year ended Sept. 30 from 1,145 in the year-earlier period.

'Millionaire' quietly includes gay couples among game winners
HOLLYWOOD—The game show "Who Wants to 

Be a Millionaire" has garnered attention for more 

than its No. 1 ratings, according to a New York Times 
report. The quiz show has also quietly broken sexual 

and racial barriers, including among its contestants 
gay and racially mixed couples that in the past 

wouldn't have been aired. When contestant Rob 

Coughlin, of Shoreline, Wash., appeared on a show 

that aired Jan. 23, host Regis Philbin introduced 

Coughlin's companion, Mark Leahy, as soon as the 

contestant walked onstage. "Your partner, Mark, is in 

the audience, 'Hey, Mark,"' said Philbin, to audience 

applause. As Coughlin began answering questions 

correctly, Philbin asked Leahy what his partner 

should do if he won $1 million. "Get a new 

wardrobe," replied Leahy. When Coughlin won 

$500,000, Philbin said, "Hey, Mark, come down." 

Leahy bounded onto the stage and hugged Coughlin. 

"Hey, Mark, nice to see you," Philbin said. ABC exec­
utives, who admitted to some trepidation about the 

episode, said there was no reaction from viewers. 
Airing on ABC three nights a week, "Millionaire" has 

an average audience of 28.5 million viewers, the 

Times reported.

•^1
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Network executives were nervous 

about the Jan. 23 episode of 'Who 

Wants to Be a Millionaire?' when a 
gay man hugged his partner after 
winning $500,000, but viewers 

didn't complain.

Report says priests dying of AIDS at higher rate than general
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP)—AIDS has become a serious problem among Roman Catholic 

priests and has caused the deaths of hundreds of priests across the United States, the 

Kansas City Star reported Jan. 29. The newspaper said the actual number of AIDS deaths is 

difficult to determine because death certificates are often altered, but that the death rate 

from AIDS appears to be at least four times that of the rate for the general U.S. population. 

Examination of death certificates indicated several hundred priests have died of AIDS- 

related illnesses since the mid-1980s, and hundreds more are living with HIV. The Star con­

ducted a survey of American priests with a margin of error of 3.5 percent. Six of 10 priests 

responding said they knew of at least one priest who had died of an AIDS-related 

illness; one-third knew a priest living with AIDS. Asked about their sexual orientation, 75 

percent said they were heterosexual, 15 percent said they were homosexual and 5 percent 

said they were bisexual.
—From staff and wire reports
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Student says school didn’t 
stop anti-gay harassment
>■ Continued from Page 5

New legal ground: officials 
responsible

Henkle's case builds on a 1996 Lambda 

victory in a lawsuit brought on behalf of 

Jamie Nabozny, where after a jury verdict 

finding liability, school officials in Ashland, 

Wisconsin agreed to pay almost $1 million 

for ignoring Nabozny's abuse.

Since then, similar cases in California, 

Massachusetts, New York and Wash­

ington have drawn national attention to the 

problem of anti-gay harassment and vio­

lence in schools.

Henkle's case differs from the Nabozny 

case in its charges of First Amendment vio­

lations, and because the plaintiff seeks 

punitive damages against individuals, ra­

ther than the school district, according to 

Lambda staff attorney Doni Gewirtzman.

Under the 11th amendment, Gewirtz­

man said, it is unlawful to sue a state entity 

for damages in federal court. In Nevada, 

unlike in Wisconsin, the public school sys­

tem is considered a state entity and can't be 

held financially responsible for past wrongs.

The school district can, however, be sued 

for forward-looking relief, in this case 

Henkle's high school diploma.

School officials can also be sued as in­

dividuals, and Henkle's case seeks punitive 

damages against all eight defendants, 

Gewirtzman added.
Henkle v. Gregory also raises state law 

claims of negligence, negligence of supervi­

sion, intentional infliction of emotional 

distress, and negligent infliction of emo­

tional distress, and seeks unspecified 

compensatory damages.

Lambda has asked for a jury trial, 
Gewirtzman said, and expects to begin the 

discovery process within a few months.

In addition to financial compensation, 
said Gewirtzman, the best possible out­

come for the case would be that it "send a 

message to school officials around the 

country that when lesbian and gay stu­
dents are being beaten up, they must take 

action. It's unacceptable to just send the 

student to another school."

Lambda Legal Defense & 
Education Fund

Western Regional Office 

6030 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1008 

Los Angeles, CA 90036 

323-937-0601 

www.lambdalegal.org

Family of sodomized student sues school board
FAYETTEVILLE (AP)—A 12-year- 

old was repeatedly sodomized in 

woods near his middle school, accord­

ing to a lawsuit accusing school offi­

cials of failing to adequately protect 

students.

The boy's grandmother and mother 

sued the Cumberland County Board 

of Education, seeking more than 

$10,000 in damages.

The lawsuit, filed Jan. 12, charges 

that the school system failed to 

protect the former Westover Middle 

School student, now 16, from his 

alleged assailants, who attended 

Westover High School less than 200 

feet away.

It also charges that school adminis­

trators were aware that woods near 

the school had been "repeatedly used 

for assaults, drug use and other 

illegal activity, but still failed to 

take proper and adequate safety 

measures."

Westover Principal Reginald Ennett 

said there never has been a problem 

with students trespassing onto his 

schools grounds in his three years 

there. The woods near the school are 

not a problem, he said.

In 1997, Westover High student 

Chris Eggleston was murdered in 

woods near the school.

The student said he was sodomized 

every day for two months beginning in 

September 1996. He finally told his 

mother about the attacks on Oct. 22, 

1996.

His ordeal began as harassment, 

when the high school students would 

accuse him in phone calls of being a 

homosexual and threaten to kill him. 

Within weeks, the boys began coming 

to the middle school from the high 

school. The student said they forced 

him at knife point into the woods, 

where they raped him.

"I was embarrassed," he said in an 

interview. "1 thought 1 deserved it. 

They made me feel bad about myself, 

and I thought they were going to kill 

me and they were going to get my 

grandma."

One of the two alleged assailants, 

who was 15 at the time, was convicted 

of rape, sentenced to three months' 

probation and ordered to perform com­

munity service. The other boy was 

never prosecuted, but is now in prison 

for another crime.

Schedule an Appointment and come in to 
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BECAUSE I 
Marched in ‘79. 
‘87, ‘93 and I 
WILL CONTINUE 
TO MARCH UNTIL 
WE ARE FREE.”.

-Rev. Troy Perry
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“Because 
WE DESERVE AN 
END TO HIV.”

-Duane Cramer

800-521-4041
Code 596EB to book your flight.

“BECAUSE WE CAN 

STILL LOSE OUR JOBS 
JUST BECAUSE OF 

WHO WE LOVE.”

“Because I want 
TO HELP ELECT A

S CONGRESS

* THAT WILL 

PROTECT ME.
-Ingrid Duran

with hiinclred|(|f tho*usan|s  
and transgehdered-peo^e, tgeir Igegds
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Call 1-800-554-2220 to make hotel reservations
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Millennium March on Washington 

1000 16th St. NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20036 

www.mmow.org 
(202) 467-8100

“BECAUSE I 
WANTTO 
LEGALLY

2 marry Scott 
j SOMEDAY.” 

-Mark Martin

-Tanya Smith

•

Bid allies

Because I love 
MY AUNT AND 

SHE LOVES ME!”
-Anthony Planck
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Rallying for change
Michelle Hughes (right) searched through a 

handful of signs before selecting one to use 

during a Jan. 28 protest in downtown 
Houston. Gay men and lesbians gathered in a 
city park a few blocks from Exxon Mobil's 

Houston headquarters to protest the compa­
ny's dropping of sexual orientation from its 
non-discrimination policy and ending domestic 

partner benefits for gay employees. Company 
officials have said Exxon Mobil does not dis­

criminate and strongly enforces its harassment 
policy. Bob Taylor (below) was one of several 

protesters who signed a petition from 

Houston Gay & Lesbian Political Caucus calling 

on the company to changes its policies.

X

EDITOR
Join the nation’s fastest growing lesbian and gay 

newspaper company. Houston Voice is a newspaper in the 
expanding WindowMedia chain, offering exciting and 
challenging opportunities that extend far beyond one 
newspaper and one city.

Houston’s weekly lesbian and gay newspaper seeks an 
aggressive, experienced, professional journalist with 
management background for position of editor. 
Applicants should be well-versed in newspaper operation, 
work well under deadlines and thrive in a team environ­
ment. Excellent writing, copy-editing and communication 
skills. Proficiency with Macintosh OS, MSWord and 
QuarkXPress preferred. Competitive salary and benefits.

Houston Voice and WindowMedia are equal opportunity 
employers. Please send (no phone calls) writing samples, 
resume and cover letter for consideration to:

EDITOR
Houston Voice 

500 Lovett Blvd.

Suite 200

Houston, Texas 77006

by e-mail

editor@houstonvoice.com

or fax

713-529-9531

Station mum on other complaints
>■ Continued from Page 1 
segment of the show and several commer­
cials, leaving little context for listeners to ref­

erence the comments.
It also made no mention of a reported Jan. 

24 incident in which alleged anti-gay lyrics 
were inserted into a remake of a Crosby, Stills 
and Nash song. Station officials have either 

refused to comment on the second incident, or 

said that they were unaware of it.
Parker said the apology was the minimum 

the station could do after Dorsey's comments.
"They did what I asked," Parker said. 

"They made a public apology and they 

agreed that similar behavior wouldn't happen 

in the future."
Parker said she intends to file a letter of 

protest with the Federal Communications 

Commission over the incident, an action some 

gay men and lesbians have already taken.

Station officials initially refused to com­

ment to Parker or media outlets about the Jan. 

21 comments. But as media coverage intensi­
fied last week, the station responded with a 
five-paragraph letter hand-delivered to 

Parker and the on-air apology.
The delay in responding was so station 

officials could investigate, said Brian 
Purdy, vice president and general manager 

of KKRW and KLOL.
"After reviewing the tape on the show, 

keeping in mind that we are dealing with live 
radio and an emotional topic not only for fes­

tival-go*.  r but for Keven ... he voiced com­
ments directed to Ms. Parker which were 

inappropriate and went too far," Purdy said.

No action will be taken against Dorsey for 

the Jan. 21 comments, Purdy said.
"We feel like him making a public apology 

is a reasonable response," Purdy said. "We 

have sensitized our staff to issues that are 
important in being a public voice and let them 

know that was not acceptable behavior."
Purdy did not outline what steps station 

officials took to sensitize staff members. He 

was also unaware of complaints about the 
remake of the Crosby, Stills and Nash song.

"Keep in mind that when you reach over 

400,000 [listeners] listeners each week, we do 

receive a number of calls and opinions levied 

on what we broadcast. Most radio stations 

do," Purdy said.
In the station's letter to Parker, Purdy said 

KKRW has supported through on-air promo­

tion "gay community focused events such as 

a Houston visit by the AIDS quilt to benefit 

persons with AIDS, and several concerts by 
openly gay artists in which proceeds went to 

gay related cases."

But when pressed during an interview 
Monday, Purdy wouldn't list specific gay- 

related events the station has supported.
Parker said gay men and lesbians should 

continue to monitor the station, citing public 

pressure as a key in KKRW issuing its apology.
"I don't believe they would have respond­

ed without public pressure. It clearly sent a 

message through local radio circles that I hope 

other stations were paying attention to," 

Parker said.

For more information, see story page 25

2000 Lesbian & Gay Pride Parade
Grand Marshal Ballot

Check one name per category
Include proof of residency in Harris or surrounding counties

(copy of Texas Driver’s License/ID or utility bill)

Print and sign your name (for verification purposes only) 

Mail to: Grand Marshal Vote

Pride Committee of Houston 

P.O. Box 66071

Houston, Texas 77266-6071 

or fax to: 713.529-6929

Ballot must be received by February 24, 2000

Print Name —- ------------------ - --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Female Grand Marshal

□ Pat Gandy
□ Anita Renteria
□ Barbara Walker

□ Tori Williams

Honorary Grand Marshal

□ Jack Adams
□ Sarah Gish
□ Ann J. Robison
□ Don Sinclair
□ Blake and Gordon Weisser

Male Grand Marshal

□ Tony Brigand!
□ Kevin Davidson
□ Ray Hill
□ Grant Martin
□ Pete Martinez
□ Bill O'Rourke
□ Richard Wiederholt

Honorary Grand Marshal - 

Organization

□ Greater Houston Gay and Lesbian 
Chamber of Commerce

□ Houston Gay and Lesbian 
Political Caucus

□ Houston Lesbian and Gay 
Community Center

□ People with AIDS Coalition

Signature
Ballot courtesy Houston Voice
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Tor some, oral sex is 

equated with safe sex. 

This false assumption has 

led to tragic lifelong con­

sequences/—Dr. Helene 

Gayle, director of the 
CDCs National Center for 

HIV, STD and TB 

Prevention

‘Receptive’ partner 
in most danger
>■ Continued from Page 1

Successful HIV drugs prompt risky behavior
by LAURA BROWN

The success of new treatments for HIV/AIDS has led 

some at-risk individuals to take fewer precautions to 

avoid becoming infected, according to another CDC study 

presented at the seventh Conference on Retroviruses and 
Opportunistic Infections.

The study, led by CDC epidemiologist Stan Lehman, 
confirms the results of several smaller surveys that have 

reached the same conclusion: New treatments may be 
leading to complacency about HIV prevention.

Lehman and his colleagues studied 1,976 HIV-negative 

or untested individuals in seven states who are considered 
at risk for contracting HIV: 693 gay and bisexual men 

recruited at gay bars, 600 street-recruited injection drug 

users, and 683 heterosexuals recruited at STD treatment 
clinics.

Overall, 31 percent reported being "less concerned" 
about HIV infection because of the new drugs, and 17 per­

cent reported being "less careful" during sex or drug use.

the study, that doesn't necessarily translate to mean this 

group is the least complacent because of the new drugs, 

Lehman told Houston Voice.

As a group, gay men showed the highest correlation 

between saying they are "less safe" and reporting engag­

ing in specific risky behaviors, Lehman said.
Even gay men who answered "no" when asked if they 

were "less safe" still reported engaging in specific high 

risk behaviors at relatively high numbers.
For example, while 71 percent of gay men who said 

they were "less safe" acknowledged having unprotected 
receptive anal intercourse in the last year, 43 percent of 
those who said they were not "less safe" still reported 

engaging in the activity.

"When it comes to stopping HIV, nobody knows as 

much—from a personal perspective and just because it is 

important to the community—as what gay men know, ... 
so possibly the lower reports [of being less concerned and 

less safe] are based on the higher levels of knowledge," 

Lehman said.

The CDC study—conducted by Dr. Beth Dillion in collabora­
tion with the University of California, San Francisco's Options 

Project—surveyed 102 gay and bisexual men who had recently 
become infected with HIV.

Using a new testing technology developed by the CDC, 
researchers pinpointed those with recent infections, enabling 

them to then conduct intensive interviews with the HIV-positive 
men to determine risk factors near the time of infection.

Of the 102 participants, eight, or 7.8 percent, appeared to have 
been infected through oral sex.

"If any other risk behaviors were identified by the infected 

individual or their partner, oral sex was excluded as the route of 

transmission," according to a CDC summary of the study. 

"Because of these stringent requirements, 7.8 percent may be an 

underestimate of transmission through oral sex in this group."
The receptive partner in oral sex is at the most risk, said Dr. 

Richard Valdiserri, deputy director of the CDC's National 

Center for HIV, STD & TB Prevention. All of the men in the study 
believed to be infected through oral sex were the receptive part­

ners, Valdiserri told Houston Voice.

"For the individual who became the oral partner, with either 

semen or pre-ejaculate in their mouth, that is where the risk is," 
he said. "If the receptive partner is HIV-positive and the insertive 

partner is negative, the risk is not as great of transmission to the 

insertive partner."
Simply abstaining from ejaculating into the mouth is not suffi­

cient, Valdiserri said, because pre-ejaculate also contains HIV.

The new study "is perhaps the most definitive to date" on the 

risks of oral sex, "and the most important message is that most of 
these men reported they really didn't think much risk at all was 

associated. They thought low risk means no risk," Valdiserri said, 

noting that risk appears to increase with repeated exposures.

"Oral sex is lower risk than receptive anal intercourse, but 

because it is low risk doesn't mean it can't result in infection. 

You can't put oral sex on the same level as mutual mastur­

bation, for example," he said.
The study focused on men having oral sex with men, but 

the results could reasonably be expected to apply also to oral 

sex performed on a man by a woman, Valdiserri said.
As for cunnilingus, oral sex performed on a woman by 

either another woman or a man, "what we have said is it is 

certainly possible [to transmit HIV], but we don't have a lot 

of good data about that," he said.
HIV can be present in vaginal secretions and menstrual blood, 

making transmission theoretically possible, he explained.
"Abstaining from vaginal, anal and oral sex is the most 

effective way to prevent the sexual transmission of HIV," the 

CDC's summary of the study concluded.

"Individuals who choose to be sexually active can protect 
themselves by having sex with only one uninfected partner 

who has sex only with them, or using a latex condom with all 

forms of sexual intercourse—anal, vaginal and oral."

According to Valdiserri, individuals need to understand 

the risk associated with oral sex, know their partners' HIV 

stati^ b^v ij#

Among gay men, 25 percent said they were less con­
cerned and 13 percent said they were less safe; 30 percent 
of heterosexuals reported being less concerned and 15 per­

cent reported being less safe; and among injection drug - 

users, 40 percent said they were less concerned and 25" 
percent said they were less safe.

While gay and bisexual men had the lowest numbers in

"But people are apparently not translating that knowl­

edge into action, or they are putting too much faith in the 

efficacy of treatments," he said.

Study participants were recruited from Arizona, 
Colorado, Missouri, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oregon and 

Texas, including Houston, where gay men were recruited 
in the Montrose district popular with many gays.

Weighing the relative risk
Most early AIDS prevention programs focused on the 

message delivered in the CDC's study summary: Practice 
abstinence, or use a condom every time, all the time, for 

every sexual act that involves any contact with another 

person.
While that remains sound advice, many AIDS educa­

tors say they have realized that such simple, forceful 

approaches can end up alienating the very people who 

most need to get the message.

Instead, they advocate a "harm reduction" or "negoti­

ated safety" model of safer sex education. Such programs 
focus on encouraging people to make decisions about 
their sexual boundaries thoughtfully, before they are con­

fronted with a sexual situation, by weighing what is 

known about the relative dangers of particular acts and 

considering how much risk they are willing to take.

Compared with acts like unprotected anal intercourse, 
unprotected oral sex has generally been considered rela­

tively low risk, and some men have considered it as a 

good compromise when deciding on their own sexual 
behavior, said Tony Braswell, AID Atlanta executive 

director, especially because many men consider oral sex 

less pleasurable with a condom.

"Most folks believe that oral sex is their best trade off— 

you are Crossing the line just a little bit, being physically 

intimate without the barrier of a condom, but in the 

minds of some of our clients, you are not putting yourself 

at as great a risk," Braswell said.

A harm reduction approach to HIV prevention, he 

said, "is all about negotiating in your own mind what 

you will absolutely never do, what you will do only if the 

person is really hot as a one-time thing, and what you 

will do all the time.
"For people who felt secure in unprotected oral sex, 

this study will probably rattle their cage and cause them 
to think twice," Braswell predicted. He called the new 

study "alarming."

"I think the value of this study is it gives us one more 
opportunity to scare people into a little more responsibil­

ity," Braswell said. "I think it is one more warning sign 
that we cannot guarantee you won't catch any infectious 

disease if you engage in a sexual act with another person, 

although you can take steps to limit your risk."
Some people avoid brushing or flossing their teeth 

before performing oral sex to try and avoid opening an 

easy route for HIV to enter the blood stream, Braswell said.

Dr. Richard Valdiserri, deputy director of the CDC's 

National Center for HIV, STD & TB Prevention, declined 

comment on the efficacy of such measures in preventing 

HIV transmission.

www.houstonvoice.com

to sign up for a weekly email preview, 
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A GUIDE FOR YOUR LEISURE TIME

OWSiSIHE
Comedian Margaret 
Cho came through a 
difficult time and 
learned to love 
herself; now she's 
spreading the story 
with laughs in her 
one-woman show, 
'I'm the One That I 
Want' that started 
its national tour in 
Houston last year

by MATT MONTGOMERY

Margaret Cho describes her nationally 
touring one-woman show, "I'm the One 

That I Want," as "still stand-up comedy 
above all else."

"I haven't changed the nature of what 1 

do as a stand-up comic at all," she 
explains.

Yet there's something different about 

this Cho show, coming to Dallas's 

Majestic Theater on March 4. While the 

Korean American funny lady has always 
had rave reviews, standing ovations, and 

leagues of loving fans, this show isn't just 
leaving them crying with tears of laugh­

ter.
"It's about survival and self-reliance, 

self-love and self-worth," she said of the 

show, which opened its national tour in 
Houston's Aerial Theatre last July.

The glowing reviews that have hailed 

her successful run off-Broadway at the 
Westbeth Theater in New York and are 

now causing her national tour to explode, 

are signaling the emergence of a 

Margaret Cho who has the kind of stay­
ing power of the best of stars.

Audiences are not just being touched 

with laughter, but moved by the inspira­
tion of her story of survival and recovery 
presented in her uniquely irreverent 

style.
The irony is that Cho stands at the pin­

nacle of praise from her industry, her 

fans, and the media just at the time that 

she needs external praise the least.
Overcoming the devastating effects of 

the cancellation of her sitcom, "All- 

American Girl," after one season and a 

battle toward sobriety, Cho has discov­

ered a new sense of self, carved from 
hardship, heartache and a fierce survival­

ist instinct.
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After dealing with being pressured to lose 

weight and overcoming an alcohol problem, 
Margaret Cho has learned to love herself and 

is at the pinnacle of her career.

"It wrecked my life," she admitted of 

the cancellation, the pressures to lose 

weight, and a problem with alcohol.
She recalled that the transformation of 

her comedy club routine into a 90-minute 
show was something that happened 

seemingly on its own.
"My act has a life of its own. It's 

always been organic. I had been doing a 

lot of comedy clubs and I felt like I'd got­
ten to a point where my act, independent

>• Continued on page 21

In 'The Big Tease,' Craig 
Ferguson plays a gay Scottish 
hairstylist who comes to Los 
Angeles to match scissors and 
wits with the world's best 
beauty operators

BlGhair. ~ 
bigBR^AMS

Craig Ferguson as gay 
Scottish hairstylist 

Crawford Mackenzie 

in The Big Tease'

I’HOm YARIV MILCHAN

by DAVID GOLDMAN

Craig Ferguson moved from his native Scotland— 

where he's ranked among the top comics—to Los Angeles 

in 1995, and well remembers the shock of hitting the streets 
in rough-and-tumble Tinseltown.

"I was kind of a big fish in a small pond in the U.K., and 

I decided I was going to share my genius with the world," 

he laughed. "Then I went to L.A. and found myself sitting 
in long lines of actors holding resumes and photographs. I 

started right back at the beginning. It was a humbling 

experience."

But Ferguson's career didn't get bogged down in those 
lines: He landed the role of Mr. Wick, the boss on ABC's 

"The Drew Carey Show."
Now Ferguson is mining comic material from his 

Scottish heritage and his first impressions of LA. in "The 

Big Tease," which opens this month. Ferguson stars in the 
movie, which he co-wrote (with Sacha Gervasi) and co-

Continued on page 22
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On Stage
Shakespeare’s greatest hits
by D.L. GROOVER

Sometimes, it just doesn't pay to be the 

world's most famous dead dramatist, except 
that Shakespeare luckily doesn't have to see 
what contemporary playwrights do to his work.

Case in point: Joe Calarco's adaptation of 

Shakespeare's most accessible play, "Romeo and 

Juliet," now titled SHAKESPEARE'S R&J.

The conceit in this version is that it's set to 
tell the story of four male students in 
parochial school. We know this because they 
wear matching school uniforms, genuflect 

before they begin, and recite by rote some cat- 
echism precepts and rules for living well. | 

What we don't know is why they do this, or § 

who they are in a poor introduction to the " 

new setting. §
Calarco doesn't give his new characters 

any dialogue to let us know what's going on. 
He doesn't even give them names, only num­
bers. The four slink into the room almost on 
tiptoe, warily looking over their shoulders 

and putting fingers up to their mouths to 
shush each other, and then proceed to make 

enough noise to be heard in a neighboring 
diocese. There's much back-slapping and 

youthful playing in this forced dumbshow, 

but strangest of all, none of them seems con­
cerned that this particular play might dredge 
up sexual stirrings and forbidden feelings. To 

say nothing about having to kiss a Juliet who 

needs a shave.
Once you realize that Calarco's contempo­

rary subtext is under-realized and haphazard­

ly draped over the play like a wet shroud, a 

remarkable thing occurs: Shakespeare takes 

over, and we get a surprisingly splendid ren­

dition of "Romeo and Juliet," albeit in zip 
drive and reduced to a Greatest Hits. Nimbly 
directed by Rob Bundy, the play survives and 

generates real thrills and heat.

James Lee Burke makes an impetuous 
Romeo, and is matched by the distinctive 
clear-eyed Juliet of Dustin Ross, who rounds 

out this maiden with new-found edges.
John Raymond Barker, a sharp-tongued 

Mercutio and meddling Friar Lawrence, is least 

successful as a surprisingly fey Lady Capulet.

Drake Simpson shines as die Nurse, imbu­
ing her addled but loving speeches a special 

depth that only a trusted member of the fam­

ily could impart.
If you think glaciers move slowly, you 

haven't heard the justly famous prelude to 

Wagner's masterwork, TRISTAN UND 
ISOLDE conducted by Maestro Christoph 

Eschenbach. Furtwangler sounds like 

Toscanini at this dirge pace. As those chro­
matic waves of sound lumbered through the 

Wortham, I flashed forward to the end of this 

production—sometime in 2003.
But once this impediment was hurdled, 

this glorious opera—a musical hymn to sex— 
turned out splendidly. Even the maestro fell 

under Wagner's magic spell, conducting this 
ultra-Romantic masterpiece with fiery pas­
sion, meticulous care, and loving speed.

"Tristan" is not for the faint of heart, nor the 

novice. If it's not sung with conviction, if the 

singers look like sideshow attractions at

Drake Simpson and Dustin Ross in an all-male 

adaptation of 'Romeo and Juliet' in 

'Shakespeare's R&J' at Stages.

Barnum and Bailey (see the Metropolitan 
Opera), if it lacks the magic-realism, it can fall 

apart with a deadly thud. By all accounts, 

HOG'S rendition of Wagner's titanic opus 

came very near perfection.
Visually stunning, this production, 

designed by the artist David Hockney, is a 
child's pop-up storybook realized in pulsat­
ing colors where psychedelic neon meets the 

medieval: emerald next to orange, ruby next 
to lapis. This hot scheme, complemented by 

hallucinogenic lighting, perfectly captures the 

seething, throbbing emotion in the music.
And what music they make! Renate Behle 

is a powerful Isolde: haughty, spumed, 

humiliated, then transfixed and ultimately 
transfigured. Her dark lustrous voice, befit­
ting her early days as a mezzo, wraps around 

Wagner's soaring dramatics with flawless 

diction, pitch and control.
Stig Andersen fills out the heroic Tristan 

with great sense of character and intelligence. 
He looks the warrior prince, but seems slight­

ly overpowered by the tempestuous orchestra.
The veteran mezzo Florence Quivar with 

her burnished seductive voice proves how 
beautiful the role of Brangaene can sound, 

and Carsten Stabell's sonorous bass and com­
manding presence as King Marke is regal dig­

nity personified.
Any production of "T&l" is fairly rare, 

especially one like HOG'S with such out­

standing musical caliber, so this production is 

your chance to set sail.

Shakespeare's R&J
Stages Repertory Theatre 

Through Feb. 13 

3201 Allen Parkway @ Waugh 

713-52-STAGES 

www.stagestheatre.com

Tristan und Isolde
Houston Grand Opera 

Wortham Theater Center

Through Feb. 11
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The first and only paH dmicatty 
proven to treat hair loss in men.

PROPECIA is a medical breakthrough—the first pill that effectively treats 
male pattern hair loss on the vertex (at top of head) and anterior mid-scalp area.

By all measures, the clinical results of PROPECIA in men are impressive:*

• 83% maintained their hair based on hair count (vs. 28% with placebo).

• 66% had visible regrowth as rated by independent dermatologists 
(vs. 7% with placebo).

• 80% were rated as improved by clinical doctors (vs. 47% with placebo).

• Most men reported an increase in the amount of hair, a decrease in hair loss, 
and improvement in appearance.

*Based on vertex studies at 24 months of men 18 to 41 with mild 
to moderate hair loss.

Scientists have recently discovered that men with male pattern hair loss have an increased 
level of DHT in their scalps. PROPECIA blocks the formation of DHT and, in this way, appears 
to interrupt a key factor in the development of inherited male pattern hair loss in men.

Importantly, PROPECIA helps grow natural hair- not just peach fuzz-and is as 
convenient to take as a vitamin: one pill a day.

Only a doctor can determine if PROPECIA is right for you. PROPECIA is for men only. 
Further, women who are or may potentially be pregnant must not use PROPECIA and should 
not handle crushed or broken tablets because of the risk of a specific kind of birth defect. (See 
accompanying Patient Information for details.) PROPECIA tablets are coated and will prevent 
contact with the active ingredient during normal handling.

You may need to take PROPECIA daily for three months or more to see visible results. 
PROPECIA may not regrow all your hair. And if you stop using this product, you will gradually 
lose the hair you have gained. There is not sufficient evidence that PROPECIA works for 
recession at the temporal areas. If you haven't seen results after 12 months of using 
PROPECIA, further treatment is unlikely to be of benefit

Like all prescription products, PROPECIA may cause side effects. A very small number of 
men experienced certain side effects, such as: less desire for sex, difficulty in achieving an 
erection, and a decrease in the amount of semen. Each of these side effects occurred in less 
than 2% of men. These side effects were reversible and went away in men who stopped 
taking PROPECIA.

So start talking to your doctor. And stop thinking further hair loss is inevitable.

CALL 1 -888-806-3725 or visit our website at www.propecia.com today to 
receive detailed product information, including clinical 'before and after" photographs.

Please read the next page for additional information about PROPECIA.

(finasteride)
Helping make hair loss history

# MERCK
C 1999 Merck & Co., he Al rights reserved 991451(6X803) PRP CON
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opf Patient Information about PROPECIA'

Il (JUtjljICl *1*  (Pro-pee-sha)
Generic name: finasteride (fin-AS-tur-eye

(finasteride) Tablets
PROPECIA" is for use by MEN ONLY.

Please read this leaflet before you start taking PROPECIA. Also, read the information included with PROPECIA each time you 
renew your prescnpbon. just in case anything has changed. Remember, this leaflet does not take the place of careful discussions with 

your doctor. You and your doctor should discuss PROPECIA when you start taking your medicabon and at regular checkups.

What is PROPECIA used for?

PROPECIA is used for the treatment of male pattern hair loss on the vertex and the anterior mid-scalp area.

PROPECIA is for use by MEN ONLY and should NOT be used by women or children.

What is male pattern hair loss?

Male pattern hair loss is a common condition in which men experience thinning of the hair on the scalp. Often, this 
results in a receding hairline and/or balding on the top of the head. These changes typically begin gradually in men 
in their 20s.

Doctors believe male pattern hair loss is due to heredity and is dependent on hormonal effects. Doctors refer to this 
type of hair loss as androgenetic alopecia.

Results of clinical studies:

For 12 months, doctors studied over 1800 men aged 18 to 41 with mild to moderate amounts of ongoing hair loss.
All men, whether receiving PROPECIA or placebo (a pill containing no medication) were given a medicated shampoo 
(Neutrogena T/Gel**"  Shampoo). Of these men, approximately 1200 with hair loss at the top of the head were studied 
for an additional 12 months. In general, men who took PROPECIA maintained or increased the number of visible scalp 
hairs and noticed improvement in their hair in the first year, with the effect maintained in the second year. Hair counts 
in men who did not take PROPECIA continued to decrease.

In one study, pabents were questioned on the growth of body hair. PROPECIA did not appear to affect hair in places other 
than the scalp

Will PROPECIA work tor me?

For most men, PROPECIA increases the number of scalp hairs, helping to fill in thin or balding areas of the scalp. 
Men taking PROPECIA noted a slowing of hair loss during two years of use. Although results will vary, generally 
you will not be able to grow back all of the hair you have lost There is not sufficient evidence that PROPECIA works 
in the treatment of receding hairline in the temporal area on both sides of the head.

Male pattern hair loss occurs gradually over time. On average, healthy hair grows only about half an inch each month. 
Therefore, it will take time to see any effect

You may need to take PROPECIA daily for three months or more before you see a benefit from taking PROPECIA. 
PROPECIA can only work over the long term if you continue taking it If the drug has not worked for you in twelve 
months, further treatment is unlikely to be of benefit. If you stop taking PROPECIA, you will likely lose the hair you have 
gained within 12 months of stopping treatment You should discuss this with your doctor.

How steuM I toko PROPECIA’

Follow your doctor's instructions.

• Take one tablet by mouth each day.

■ You may take PROPECIA with or without food.

■ If you forget to take PROPECIA. do not take an extra tablet Just take the next tablet as usual.

PROPECIA will not work faster or better if you take it more than once a day.

Who should NOT take PROPECIA?

■ PROPECIA is for the treatment of male pattern hair loss in MEN ONLY and should not be taken by women 
or children.

■ Anyone allergic to any of the ingredients.

A warning about PROPECIA and pregnancy.

■ Women who are or may potentially be pregnant:
- must not use PROPECIA
- should not handle crushed or broken tablets of PROPECIA.

If a woman who is pregnant with a male baby absorbs the active ingredient in PROPECIA. either by swallowing 
or through the skin, it may cause abnormalities of a male baby's sex organs. If a woman who is pregnant comes into con­
tact with the active ingredient in PROPECIA. a doctor should be consulted. PROPECIA tablets are coated and will prevent 
contact with the active ingredient during normal handling, provided that the tablets are not broken or crushed.

What are the possible side effects of PROPECIA?

Like all prescription products, PROPECIA may cause side effects. In clinical studies, side effecte from PROPECIA were 
uncommon and did not affect most men. A small number of men experienced certain sexual side effects. These men 
reported one or more of the following: less desire for sex; difficulty in achieving an erection; and. a decrease in the 
amount of semen. Each of these side effects occurred in less than 2% of men. These side effects went away in men who 
stopped taking PROPECIA. They also disappeared in most men who continued taking PROPECIA.

In general use, the following have been reported infrequently: allergic reactions including rash, itching, hives and swelling 
of the lips and face; problems with ejaculation; breast tenderness and enlargement; and testicular pain.

Tell your doctor promptly about these or any other unusual side effects.

■ PROPECIA can affect a blood test called PSA (Prostate-Specific Antigen) for the screening of prostate cancer. 
If you have a PSA test done, you should tell your doctor that you are taking PROPECIA.

Storage and handling.

Keep PROPECIA in the original container and keep the container closed. Store it in a dry place at room temperature. 
PROPECIA tablets are coated and will prevent contact with the active ingredient during normal handling, provided 
that the tablets are not broken or crushed.

Do not give your PROPECIA tablets to anyone else. It has been prescribed only for you.
Keep PROPECIA and all medications out of the reach of children.

THIS LEAFLET PROVIDES A SUMMARY OF INFORMATION ABOUT PROPECIA. IF AFTER READING THIS LEAFLET YOU 
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR ARE NOT SURE ABOUT ANYTHING. ASK YOUR DOCTOR.

1 800-830-7375, Monday through Friday, 8.30 AM. TO 7:00 P.M. (ET).

•Trademark of MERCK & CO.. Inc.
"Registered trademark of MERCK & CO.. Inc 

'"Registered trademark of Johnson & Johnson
COPYRIGHT © MERCK & CO.. Inc, 1997 
All rights reserved.

Fropecia $
(finasteride) Tablets

A MERCK & CO., ING, Whitehouse Station. NJ 08889 USA

Issued January 1999
9090802
991451(6X803>-PRP-C0N
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ALLEN HOUSE

Concierge Service 

Luxury Service to Downtown 

Dry Cleaners on Site

7 Swimming Pools

Jacuzzi

Fitness Center

Corporate Apartments

Guest Suites

Business Center

Putting Green

Car Detail Center

Covered Parking 

Jogging/Bicycle Path

Yoga Classes

3601 Allen Parkway Houtfon, Texas 77019 713.524.0514 888.283.1899
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of what 1 was doing, changed and grew 

into something that had too much emo­
tional weight and was too long, too big for 

comedy clubs," she said.
The tour started out with just a few 

cities and has grown to include 25 stops. 
New cities and shows are being added 

every day.
Cho has presented her personal life in 

her comedy from the start, poking fun at 
her Korean family and her childhood in 

the Haight of San Francisco of the 1970s.
"My philosophy is that truly nothing is 

really personal. We are all living experi­

ences that are universal, and to show them 

you do people a great service," she said.

Cho, who began performing stand-up 

comedy when she was a teenage high 
school dropout, confesses that "I started so 

young that 1 didn't have a clear perception 
of who I was, and 1 said yes to a lot of stuff 

and that caused problems."
"All I knew was that I wanted to get out 

of school and out of my family and out of 

where I was living. I wanted to change my 

life," she said.
Saying that "my sense of humor has 

helped me to survive," Cho explains that 

when she presents images of Asian cul­

ture, it's less about making fun than just 

presenting it to the world.

"There's a lot of love in everything I do. 

1 have respect and love for [my parents] 

and for my culture," she said. 

"Throughout my career, I've been pulling 

out my culture and presenting it."

Cho says that when she first started per­

forming she just did what she knew—her 

mother.
"I began doing my mother. There has 

always been truth in the way that I show 

Asian culture," she said.

Her mother takes it all in stride it seems.
"She loves it. She feels like a star. She's 

just so happy about my career," said Cho, 
who was the first Asian American to be the 

focal star of a sitcom.

"I never saw people representing me, so 
I always had a slight inferiority complex 

about what I was doing. For me, personal­

ly, I want to inspire a younger generation 
of people who want to do better than me. 

Not just Asians, but anybody who feels 

that they're not represented," she said.
Her performing has brought her closer 

to some women who she considers inspi­

rational. She recently performed for First 
Lady Hillary Clinton.

"We first met at the White House and 
she asked me to come to New York for a 

benefit for a fund-raiser for her Senate 

race. We've been acquainted for a while, 

and she is a hero for me, so brilliant and so 

lovely," said Cho.
"Her and Madonna," she added.
"It's sort of a joke about gay men and 

Madonna, but it's really not a joke. She is a 
cornerstone. For me and my friends, 

everything that she does is really impor­
tant," she said.

Despite her admiration for other intelli­

gent, creative women, there has not always

1
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Margaret Cho hit it off big with the audience 

at a gay bar in Atlanta last Sunday when she 
contributed live broadcasts from the bar for 

'Politically Incorrect's' post-game Super-Bowl show.

been love in the way she looked at herself, 

she says.
"I used to cringe and be sad about 

myself, but now I'd want to be my friend if 

I didn't know me. That's pretty cool," she 

said.

She explains that an active spiritual life 

of meditation, healthy living and good 

friends has helped build this empowering 

self-love.
"It's not about really valuing myself 

over other people but about not being neg­

ative of myself," she said.
She doesn't let the road keep her from 

staying in touch with all of her friends. 

"We hook up all over the world, and e- 

mail is an amazing thing," she said.

These friendships and relationships pro­
vide the foundation of Cho's beliefs about 
her own self-love. The key to finding love 

for yourself comes from giving it to others, 

she says.
"If you believe in world loving, then 

you can't help but to also include yourself 
in that, and love yourself," she said. "Once 

I made the connection that I had to be my 

own support system, sobriety was an out­
growth of that. It grew from that think­

ing."
While Cho says that she would consider 

another sitcom if she were to have more 
control, for now her plate is more than full.

"Everything I'm doing now is self-gen­

erated," she said.
She just finished the filming of her show 

for cinematic release this fall. She's writing 
a book, working on a new show and con­

sidering a European tour.
"I find it very joyful. My life is full of 

love," she said.

I'm the One That I Want
March 4

Majestic Theater

Dallas

www.margaretcho.net

FARMERS 
INSURANCE

Ready willing and very able...

to give highly skilled, professional insurance service in 

your neighborhood. She’s an expert in planning 

all your insurance- auto, life, home and business. 

And she may save you money, too.

Come in and meet her and take advantage 

of her broad insurance experience.

GWEN FOSTER 
INSURANCE AGENCY

5414 Katy Freeway @TC Jester • Houston,Texas 77007 

713-961 -9455 fax: 713-850-0856

Very 
Discreet!

BYOB!

Chat | Personals | News | Travel | Entertainment | People

www.planetout.com | AOL Keyword: PlanetOut

PlanetOut.com
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executive produced (with Gervasi and Kevin 
Allen). Allen also directs.

Houston Voice interviewed Ferguson 
recently when his publicity tour stopped in 

Atlanta last month.
In the movie, Ferguson plays Crawford 

Mackenzie, a gay hairstylist in Scotland who 

receives what he believes is an invitation to 

come to Los Angeles as a contestant in the 
World Freestyle Hairdressing Championship. 

Crawford gets a royal send-off from his lover, 
family and friends. Such big news is his invita­

tion that a documentary filmmaker (Chris 

Langham) and camera crew come along to 

memorialize his pending triumph for the BBC.

But soon after he checks into his posh suite, 
Crawford leams the horrible truth: His pre­

cious invitation was simply a form letter invit­
ing him to watch the hair-doings from the 

audience.

A lesser man might have headed home 
(thus making a very short movie), but not 
Crawford. He meets a high-powered 
Hollywood type Candy (Frances Fisher), 

saves her hair (which had been treated to 

within an inch of its life) and sets about snip­

ping away at the red tape that's keeping him 
from standing centerstage on the big night.

Ferguson's own experiences in the City of 

Angels gave him the ideas for Crawford's 

adventures.

"We didn't take any license with our stuff. 

Pretty much everything that happened, I 

based on some kind of reality—even the 

world of competitive hairdressing. There are a 

lot of desperate people in L.A., so it heightens 

things. There are a lot of people chasing stuff."

But while Crawford gets shot at and 

encounters plenty of typical Hollyweird char­

acters direct from central casting, he also 

moves with an almost child-like innocence 
through the urban jungle.

"We kept trying to get into the movie that 
although, per square yard, there are more dip- 

shits in LA. than you meet anywhere else in 
the world, there are also nice people there as 

well. I've met some great people in LA"

Questions about Crawford's sexuality 

don't throw Ferguson—though his answers 

may raise more questions with some viewers.
What's his own relationship with the gay 

community?

"I don't know, really. I don't know that I 
have one."

So why is Crawford gay?

"Because he would be. Because it would be 

homophobic for him not to be gay."

Because he's a hairdresser?

"No. Because he's based on a real human 
being. And because the real human being he's 
based on is gay. You notice that none of the 
other hairdressers are gay in the movie. That's 

on purpose, because we didn't want to say 
hairdressers are gay. But a lot are—duh!

"We wanted to make a movie where the 
lead guy from the movie was gay, but it really 

wasn't an issue. Whether that becomes an 
issue or not depends on you guys—the 

press—and the gay community. I hope it 

NOW SIOTINt;
' Lets Kill

The Boss

COMING 
SOON

or Twenty Hundred & One: 
A Space Oddity

PrNNSK THgAIXB!

a

CMratiiy 25 Jears 
in the Community

CatfwCic Mass Cekbrated
Saturdays at 7:30pm

1307-M yak • 713-880-2872

doesn't.

"The only thing I was asked about was 
what about a straight man playing a gay char­

acter. I don't really get that. Tony Hopkins 
['Silence of the Lambs'] isn't really a serial 

killer. You don't really have to be what you 

portray."

Ferguson said his inspiration for Crawford 

was "a guy I used to share an apartment with 
in Glasgow years and years ago." He 
described the man, whom he would identify 

only as Robby, as "a fabulous human being... 
fearless... He had a strange mixture we tried 

to get with Crawford. He was arrogant, but he 

was also innocent. It's an odd combination in 

a character like that." After seeing the movie, 
Ferguson said, Robby sent him a one-sentence 

letter: "It's me, isn't it?"

In one scene, morning finds Crawford and 
Candy waking up in bed together after a long 

night of partying. Both are shocked and can't 

remember if they did more than cuddle up 

and snore. Did they?

"My belief is that they didn't," Ferguson 

said. "That's because Crawford is a character 
[for whom] from the waist down ain't nothing 

happening for that particular set-up. It's just 

not his inclination." He speculated that strong 
friendships sometimes grow between gay 

men and straight women because gay men 
bring "listening without an agenda, which is 

not what a straight man brings to a relation­
ship with a woman. It just isn't."

A punk rock band first brought the young 

Ferguson to the stage in Scotland. He gradu­

ally made the transition to stand-up comedy 

and acting in some of Glasgow's "brainy 

European theaters."
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Mee-ow! Crawford confronts rival beauty operator 

Stig Ludwiggssen (David Rasche).

"I wanted to be involved in a profession 
that was very forgiving toward erratic behav­

ior," Ferguson said, though he noted he lives 

quite a different life these days. "Now I'm sip­

ping cocoa and in bed by 10 o'clock. But I was 
a bit wilder then." Ferguson and his wife mar­

ried right after he shot "The Big Tease." They 

live in Hollywood Hills.

You wonder if Ferguson drew on his mem­

ories of those "wilder" days when he wrote 

his second film, which is also due out this 
year. In "Saving Grace," an English country 
gentlewoman on hard times decides with her 
gardener to bring in extra money by "grow­

ing really strong ganja in her greenhouse."

Ferguson didn't go gay to prepare for his role 
as Crawford, but he did have to learn to cut hair. 

"I'm not very good at it. I can fake it. I learned 

to cut on nylon wigs. No one would actually let 

me cut human hair. If your hair was nylon, I 

could give you a real nice bob and weave."

c&ring ^our dtveelbeart to tbe 

yidam 's tylark ^olel and enjoy a Valentine ’s evening 

you’ll remember for a lifetime!

Spend Saturday, February 12th in the luxury of 
Houston’s premier hotel. Enjoy a romantic dinner, 

complimentary rose for the ladies and dancing 
to Van Lang in Tiffany Rose, then retire to 

the privacy of your deluxe guest room.
$169 per couple, inclusive.

For reservations and information, call 713-978-7400.

2900 Briarpark Drive ♦ www.adamsmark.com

adam's mank
the hotel of houston

Dinner begins: 6:30 pm ♦ Entertainment: 8:00 pm
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Eating Out RESTAURANT REVIEWS

A wonderful thing for veggie-lovers
by TRAYCE DISKIN

A restaurant that names itself after a sin­

gle superlative sets itself up to be chal­
lenged. When entering WONDERFUL'S 

stripmall storefront, I was startled by the 
large, bare dining room nearly empty but 

for a slew of muddy green Formica tables. 

Clean and clinical, with bright track light­

ing and only one or two pictures on the 
wall, I hardly felt compelled to sit down.

But a friend urged me on. "C'mon," she 
said. "I feel like I'm eating in a minimalist 

art gallery, where the only art happens to be 

a metal buffet table over in the corner." But 

the argument was soon made moot by the 
warm and friendly greetings from the staff.

"Have you 
ever been here 

before? Are you 

both vegetari­

ans?" one of the 

two servers casu­
ally asked. "Tell 
me, what kinds 
of food do you 
like? I'll tell you 

what would be 

good," cheerily 

offered another.
In fact, it

seemed that all the customers that began to 
trickle in—from funky Montrose teens to 

young families and flashy affluent cou­

ples—had one thing in common: a love for 

Wonderful's strictly vegetarian food and 
personalized service. Although more main­

stream veggies can always find something 

on a typical Chinese menu, vegans usually 

have slim pickings.
Wonderful's food, which uses spices, 

veggies, wheat gluten, tofu and other soy 
products to imitate any number of meat 

dishes, takes care of the vegans and veggies

Wonderful Vegetarian 
7549 Westheimer (at Hillcroft) 

713-977-3137

Food:W&S

Service:

Value;

Scene:

'Opt for bread, water at home

f if you really must

Fine for most

Worth the drive, so live a little

As good as it gets

many times over, and will even please 

adventurous carnivores, too. Although the 
standard menu divides into (faux) beef, 

chicken, seafood and vegetable dishes, the 
most sensible option is the buffet, which 

includes most everything on the menu, 

soup and dessert for $6.95.
My favorite by far is the Vegan Fish, a 

saute of eggplants, fish sauce and vegeta­

bles. It wasn't only the fool-proof taste that 
sold me, but the moist, flaky texture of the 

eggplant helped, too. If it weren't for the 

purple skins surrounding each slice of 

"fish," I would be worried I was biting into 

a tangy piece of eel or cod.
I made several trips to the buffet for the 

Vegan Sesame Soy Protein, small puffy soy 

disks smothered 

in sweet and sour 
orange glaze. The 

Vegetable Curry 

also kept me 
returning for its 

potatoes, carrots 
and a creamy 
curry that soaked 
up the fresh 

steamed rice.
The Vegan 

Chicken was less 

impressive, as 
its greasy, clear sauce did little for the 
chicken substitute, and the cabbage in the 

sauce was bitter and slightly over­

cooked. The Vegetable Fried Rice was 

delicious, though, with bits of peppers 

and marinated soy. The Vegetable Balls 

were compelling in texture, but were a 

tad bland.
From the regular menu, we also tried the 

Kung Pao Vegetarian Chicken in Hot 
Pepper Sauce ($8.95). Lined with fresh 
steamed broccoli and cauliflower, this dish 

seemed more fresh and a bit less greasy 

than some of the buffet options.
The peanuts are stewed in sesame oil 

and hot peppers, and toasted before 

being added to the sauce. Its these little 

nuggets of heaven that give the dish its 

spark. Although my friend found the soy 

chicken substitute incredibly rubbery, I 

loved the chewiness and thoroughly hot, 

nutty flavor.
For dessert, the buffet offers fresh grape­

fruit—deep, dusky pink and incredibly 

juicy. We stared at the mango-colored jello 
cube for minutes before a server informed 

us it was Vegan Pineapple Pudding. With a 
taste I could only describe as that of 

Chinese White Rabbit candy, its made from 

water chestnuts.
Although Wonderful doesn't necessarily 

present an escape from the often greasy 
and heat lamp-singed foods of the typical 

Chinese buffet, it does live up to its name in 
some respects. It provides vegetarians with 

a wide range of options that can't be found 

elsewhere. And it does so with some of the 

most genuinely kind service around. That's 

a wonderful thing.

Wonderful
Vegetarian

Restaurant
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Italian Restaurant • Since 1977

1117 Missouri St. • 713-529-3450
One block North of Westheimer, off Montrose
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c^Z««/,s/Valentine Special
Only $49.90 per couple ($24.95 per person)

choice' of CAilree:

Steak San Pietro (Grilled Tenderloin with San Pietro Sauce) 

Chicken Mozzarella (Grilled Chicken with Mozzarella, topped with Carrot Sauce) 

Red Snapper (Fresh Fish topped with a pesto sauce)

Entrees include soup, salad, side order of pasta and
^euj Special Valentine'S dessert ptepazed hj ^iezic.

Wednesdays

our food wins awards, 

but our martinis 

aren't bad either

a n
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Out In Print BOOK NEWS

Modem epistolary recalls star-crossed love
by VINCENT KOVAR

"Dunno where to begin. Dunno really how 
to write a letter! We buried him, Jerome."

And so the exchange begins. Award win­
ning New Zealand author, William Taylor, 
has written another rending story of young 
love, star-crossed with the irrevocable reali­
ties left behind after a death. This short (96 
page) novella is written with a modem twist 
on the classic epistolary tale.

Confused and emotionally shattered by 
the death of their friend, Jerome, the 
remaining pair of an intimate trio span 
thousands of miles through e-mail, faxes 
and on-line chat sessions. Across the dis­
tance of both miles and misunderstanding, 
Marco and Katie find a caustic closeness 
that strips away their preconceptions and 
erodes the illusions that kept them apart, 
even under the facade of togetherness.

Marco, in New Zealand, grows to under­
stand that the friends' lifelong connections 
were pieces of a puzzle whose illustrations 
only appear when broken apart.

The book is not about Jerome, though his 
death precipitates the story. Instead, Taylor 
tells a tale about the two still left behind.

Marco is a punk, an adolescent rogue 
whose charm is diminished after the death of 
his friend. He must struggle to understand his 
homophobia both in regards Katie's lesbian­
ism and her former relationship with Jerome.

"You are going to miss him so much 
your—'other half.' 1 used to laugh at the two 
of you. You were so close ... I loved him, too, 
Marco, altho' maybe not quite in the way you 
think," she writes.

In America, Katie, the more mature of the 
two, finds her adolescent crushes blossoming 
into adult love with Ann, an African- 
American woman who completes her in a 
way Jerome could not. "She is part of me and 
I am part of her," Katie writes.

Eventually, their correspondence brings 
Katie face-to-face with Marco over the 
Christmas holiday. The two at last confront 
the futility of denial and bring the tragedy of 
errors and mistrust to its heartrending fin­
ish. Although these moments take them fur­
ther from the death of their friend and bring 
them closer to each other, Katie and Marco 
also find the hidden truth of Jerome's own 
desire for closeness, deepening the mystery 
of both his death and his life.

The two tear open their souls atop Jerome's 
grave, drinking cheap champagne and smok­
ing American cigarettes. "There was only one 
...he ever wanted, Marco," Katie reveals, 
"Only one ... that Jerome Winter Fucking 
lived and breathed for... Look!" she points at 
a photo. "Who the fuck was he looking at 
with that beautiful, beautiful smile across his 
face and that shine in his eye?"

As the novel draws to a close, Katie's 
developing love draws her back to Am-

1920 W. Gray • 1945 W. Bell

713-630-0006
For More Information

713-528-5277
See the Classified Section
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I^oggy Daycare Center
It’s «■ Life... live if with utf

• Unkenneled Air Conditioned
Facility

• Loving & Fun Environment
• Naptime, Coddletime, Playtime
• Grooming Available

Pooch of The Wwk

713.520.7880
1520 Dunlavy @ West Gray
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erica. Marco is left with the painful truth of 
what might have been and an uncertain 
future where he must choose between fac­
ing life alone or embracing the facts he 
doesn't want to deal with.

The epistolary form and the novel's 
length make it a quick read, but don't mis­
take it for fluff. The immediacy of the faxes 

and e-mails give the book a lifelike element 
wherein the characters both think and talk 
in way that is less literary than lifelike.

This form is difficult, and while one or 
two chapters are made unsteady by incon­
sistent points of view, overall Taylor uses 
the technique to deftly create tension.

What makes this form crucial to the 
novel and prevents it from being merely 
a gimmick is the honesty with which the 
characters write.

The sense of separation inevitable in mod­
em communication gives the characters' feel­
ings and dialogue time and space to develop.

Readers who are used to the immediacy 
of half-hour TV dramas might find this ini­

tially slow, but the pace and brevity of the 
book keep it from dragging. These elements 
also make the book accessible to both 
young adult and older readers, though its 
realistic language would probably be inap­
propriate for those younger than 14.

Though William Taylor is known mostly 
for his humor writing ("Agnes the Sheep"), 
"Jerome" is his most striking foray in to the 
crucible of young love since his novel "The 
Blue Lawn," which garnered him the AIM 
Senior Fiction Award.

"Jerome" is a fast read, and while it is 
somewhat predictable in its development, 
the story has the same effect as a doctor's 

needle—you see it coming, but it still 
makes you flinch and stings your insides.

Jerome
by William Taylor
Alyson Publication, $9.95

What your neighbors 
are reading . . .
1 Men on Men 2000

ed. by David Bergman, $12.95

2 Whole Lesbian Sex Book
by Felice Newman, $21.95

3 Cybersocket 2000
by Gaynet Directories, $9.95

4 Don't Get Me Started
by Kate Clinton, $14

5 Pussy's Bow

by Neal Drinan, $23.95

6 Way to Go, Smith
by Bob Smith, $24

7 Foster Child

by Buddy Foster, $6.99

8 Breathe Again
by J. Rice Rollins II, $16

9 Best Little Boy in the World Grows Up 

by Andrew Tobias, $12

10 The Talented Mr. Ripley 
by Patricia Elighsmith, $13

Crossroads Market
BOOKSTORE & CAFE

1111 Westheimer 
713-942-0147

1 Legends—Men of Falcon 

Bruno Gmunder, $42.95

2 Best of the Superstars 2000 
edited by John Patrick, $11.95

3 Naked Heartland
by Janssen $49.95

4 Captured—The Best of Dean Keefer 
$39.95

5 Foolish Fire
by Guy Willard, $12.95

6 Page Turner

by David Leauitt, $13

7 Mammoth Beer of Gay Erotica 

by Lawrence Schimel, $10.95

8 Outfoxed

by Rita Mae Brown, $24

9 Out of the Shadows

by Sue Hines, $6.99

10 Don't Get Me Started 

by Kate Clinton, $14

LOBO
► Bookihop A Cafe

3939 Montrose Boulevard 
713-522-5156
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Pride organizers to host media workshop for local groups
byKAYDAYUS

Though the Pride parade is still five 

months away, the Houston Pride 

Committee is in full swing.
Officials recently unveiled the logo for Pride 

2000 and are in the midst of collecting ballots 

from throughout the community that will elect 
grand marshals for the June 24 event.

The all-volunteer committee is also hosting 
a regional conference and putting the final 

touches on a media workshop this month.

The logo for Pride 2000 interprets the 

theme, "Take Pride, Take Joy, Take Action." 

Designed by local graphic artist Diane Jolley, 

the colorful design depicts two heads that are 
close enough to portray intimacy. Jolley said 

that the image can be interpreted as either a 

gay or lesbian couple and as a symbol of unity 

and love.
The logo's violet, yellow and magenta col­

ors were chosen for strength and warmth, 

Jolley said.
The pink triangle, a symbol for gays since it 

was used as part of the Nazi persecution of gays, 

is also incorporated into the iogo as a point of 
intimacy between the two faces, Jolley said.

Local Pride organizers adopted the them 
from an international pride conference held in 

Scotland last October, said Jack Valinski, exec­

utive director of the Pride committee.
For the second consecutive year, voting for 

parade grand marshals is community-wide, 

meaning residents of Harris and surrounding 

counties can take part, he said.

Organizers are hoping to surpass last year's 
vote tally of about 200, Valinski said. To help, 
more than 3,000 copies of "Inside Pride"—the 

committee's newsletter—will be distributed 
throughout Houston and will include a ballot 

for people to fill out.
Pride organizers also reversed a year-old 

decision and allowed local gay publications, 

like the Houston Voice, to include the ballot for 
residents to clip, fill out and mail to the pride 

committee. (Ballot, page 14)
Ballots must be returned by Feb. 24 and 

should include a signature and proof of resi­

dency, like a copy of a driver's license. Voting 

will also be held Feb. 26 at the Houston 
Lesbian & Gay Community Center, 803 

Hawthorne, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Results of the vote will be announced 

March 9.
Grand Marshals for the parade are divided 

among four categories—female, male, hon­

orary and honorary organization.
Nominees for female Grand Marshal 

include Pat Gandy, a longtime community 

activist who is now retired; Anita Renteria, 
past president of the Greater Houston Gay 

and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce; Barbara 
Walker, a lesbian health advocate; and Tori 

Williams, co-founder of AssistHers, a volun-

THIS YEAR
I will set out to do something great for myself.

MUSCLE MECHANICS’"
PERSONAL FITNESS STUDIO 

713.523.5330 
617 Richmond • NEW LOCATION!

Crad Duren, M.D.
Internal medical practice offering discreet 
confidental care to the community, including
HIV/AIDS diagnostics & therapeutics

Healthcare from the Heart
Anonymous Testing and Counseling

Major Credit Cards Accepted • Personal checks Accepted 

Insurance with Qualification • Medicare

Clip a ballot and VOTE!
Page 14

teer group that provides support to lesbians 

with life-threatening or chronic illnesses.
Male Grand Marshal nominees include 

Tony Brigandi, who has helped raise money 
for AIDS organizations; Kevin Davidson, 
founding board trustee and president of 

Houston Area Teen Coalition of 

Homosexuals; Ray Hill, a longtime gay 
activist; Grant Martin, a community fund­

raiser and political activist; Pete Martinez, 
longtime volunteer for NAMES Project; Bill 

O'Rourke, a community volunteer; and 

Richard Wiederholt, a member of several 

HIV/AIDS groups.
Honorary Grand Marshal nominees are: 

Jack Adams, who has been active in many 

fundraising activities in the community since 
1982; Sarah Gish, founder of the Houston Gay 

and Lesbian Film Festival; Ann J. Robinson, 
executive director of the Montrose Counseling 

Center; Don Sinclair, retired pastor of Bering 

Memorial United Methodist Church; and 

Blake and Gordon Weisser, longtime mem­

bers of PFLAG.
On Feb. 19, Houston organizers host a 

regional Pride conference, with volunteers 

from five states expected to take part, to share 

ideas and to help improve Pride celebrations.

5
I

Jack Valinski, executive director of the Houston 

Pride Committee, wants to increase participa* 
tion in community-wide voting for the parade's 

grand marshals.

In conjunction with the conference, a day­
long media workshop will be held Feb. 20 for 

community organizations to leam how to bet­

ter get the word out to local media outlets 

about their activities and events.

Pride Committee of Houston
media workshop

Feb. 20

Hollyfield Conference Center

2700 Albany

713-529-6979

www.pridehouston.org

MICRO-DERMABRASIONCONQUER AGING WITH

MILLENNIUM SPECIAL

A fresh approach for restoring the skin 
you are born with.

Available NOW for men and women.

1 System...$650 • 2 Systems...$1200
reg. $990 each. Offer valid ONLY January 1 - February 1, 2000

TRANSDERMAL HAIR RESTORATION
All natural transdermal skin and 

transdermal lace technology

We service and repair all , 
TYPES OF HAIR SYSTEMS, WHILE 

you wait. Full service, $30

SPECTACULAR RESULTS!
•improve skin tone, clarity, elasticity

•effectively treats fine lines, wrinkles, sun 

damage, acne scarring and hyperpigmentation

ASK ABOUT OUR
TRANSDERMAL HAIR REMOVAL PROCESS

3843 N. Braeswood
713-669-0466

1213 Hermann Dr., Suite 430 » 713-520-0653
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Provider dedicated to serving the HIV community

Now Accepting Medicare, PPOs 
& Standard Insurances.

Exercise Programs 
Personal Trainers 

Nutritional Intervention 

Massage Therapy 

Stress/Pain Managment 

Neuropathy Therapy
Peer Support 

Workshops & Seminars 

Steroid Education 
Increase Self Esteem

Patricia Salvato, MO 
Medical Director 

For more information call 
(713)349-9750

Ed Kinser 
BSMI, CRS 

Director: Kinetic Sports

NO CONTRACT!

MEMBER ANTHONY RAMOS 
BOD y BULDING CHAMPION

Monday to Friday 5 am - 10 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 8 am - 8 pm
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is built on OUR MEMBERS! |

Voted #11
in Customer Satisfaction!
4040 MILAM 77006 । 

(713)524-9932
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by GREG HERREN

Flexology^^

Are you over-training?
The body has limits. No big surprise 

there, right?
Everyone knows that the body can only be 

pushed so far before something has to give. 
The body will often send alarms out to the 

brain when it is being pushed too hard: short­

ness of breath, intense sweating, cramps, 

extreme thirst and loud beating of the heart.

Most people heed these warning signals 

and stop exercising, as well they should. 

Pushing your body beyond its limits can 

frequently cause heart attacks or strokes. 

Since the purpose of exercising is to 

improve your health, you have to know 

your limits, which is why aerobics instruc­

tors frequently stop at some point during 

the class to measure your heart rate.

Ideally, when exercising you never want 

your heart rate to go above 70 percent to 80 

percent of its maximum working capacity. 

Usually, if you go above that, your body 

will send out alarm signals.

Yet there's another form of overdoing it h 
where the body's alarm signals are not as obvi- 

ous. Over-training almost seems like an oxy- 

moron. How can you over train? The more you 

exercise, the healthier you'll get, right? The bet­

ter conditioned? So how can you overtrain?

To understand this better, it's necessary 

to understand a little bit about the muscu­

lar system and how it works. To simplify, 

muscles are made up of proteins. When 

you exercise the muscle, the body pumps 

blood to the muscle working. The blood 

carries oxygen to the muscle, which will 

convert to energy to do the work.
The object of the exercise is to fatigue the 

muscle so much that the body will work to 

repair the muscle, have it grow and become 

stronger so the next time the work will be 

easier. In order for the muscle to grow and 

become stronger, it needs an‘adequate 

recovery time. Working the muscle again 

before it has recovered from the stress of the 

previous exercise is counter-productive.

When the muscle is in a state of recovery, 

it is not as strong as it was initially. The 

body is focusing on healing the muscle, so 

it is vulnerable. Putting stress on it again 
could easily cause an injury, like muscle 

fibers being torn or pulled to the point of 

severe pain. If you've never experienced 

the pain of a pulled, strained or torn mus­

cle, consider yourself lucky.

The recovery time for an injured mus­

cle is a great deal longer than the exercise 
recovery period. The traditional accepted 

amount of time in the industry is 48 

hours—two days between working out 

muscle groups. When you are just start­

ing out, most trainers will put you on a 
full-body workout and recommend three 

days a week, like Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays.

The intensity of your workouts should 

aho-be tnkw into eorrekiertHton. Some pee

Over-training can lead to strained muscles, loss 

of flexibility and even reduced strength.

pie exercise one or two body parts per 

workout; since that workout is more 

intense, the recovery time needed is longer, 

generally three days to as long as a week.

How can you tell if you're over-training? 

It's actually pretty simple. The first sign is 

soreness and pain. The day after a good work­

out, the muscles worked should be fatigued, 

but able to move without pain. If the muscles 

cannot be moved without a feeling of tight­

ness, soreness and even pain, they've been 

over-trained and you need a longer recovery 

period. (Over-training also inhibits the flexi­

bility of the nwscle, which is also self-defeat­

ing because the tighter the muscle, the less 

opportunity it has for growth.)

A second sign is an inability to get 

stronger. If your muscles aren't getting 

stronger, you are possibly over-training. 

Sometimes, over-training can cause a loss of 

strength, like when a weight you used pre­

viously is too much for you to handle again.

A proper period of rest is crucial. You 

have to take care of your muscles and your 

body daily. I always recommend that 

someone who is starting an exercise pro­

gram should increase their protein intake; 

protein is what the body uses to repair and 

rebuild the muscles.

Massages are also important, as they help 

force the lactic acid built up during exercise 

out of the muscles and help to keep the 

muscles relaxed, flexible and supple.

Greg Herren is a certified exercise 

professional. He can be reached at 

gr?.ghl21@laidxniu---------------------------------------------------
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community calendar
Saturday, feb. 5
After Hours. KPFT 90.1 FM, 12 a.m. to 3 a.m. 713-526-5738.
Q-Patrol walks the streets at 8:45 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Visual Arts Alliance. 10 a.m. 281-583-8408.
Dignity mass at 7:30 p.m. for gay Catholics. 713-880-2872.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Rosary at 8 a.m. 1805 W.
Alabama. 713-528-6665.
Houston Chain Gang Bicycle Club. 713-863-1860.
Rainbow Fishing Club. 713-526-7070.
Houston Lesbian and Gay drop-in hours from noon to 4 
p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818. Montrose Writer's 
Project 3 to 4:30 p.m. 713-956-1866.

Sunday, feb. 6
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals meets. 713- 
942-7002.
Rainbow Riders. A bicycle club for women. 713-869-1686.
Church of the XII Apostles Anglican Rite Old Catholic 
Church. Holy Communion 10:30 a.m. at 239 Westheimer. 
713/665-7903.
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church. Holy Rite Eucharist I at 7:45 
a.m.; Holy Rite Eucharist II at 8:55 a.m.; Education hour at 
10 a.m.; Choral Eucharist at 11 a.m. 1805 W. Alabama. 
713-528-6665.
Maranatha Fellowship Metropolitan Church. "Preaching 
the Gospel" Bible study at 9:30 p.m. 713-528-6756.
Resurrection MCC Services at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. 713-861- 
9149.
Grace Lutheran Church. Sunday school for all ages at 9:30 
a.m. Service at 10:30 a m. 713-528-3269.
First Unitarian Universalist Church. Services at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m.
Community Gospel. Service at 11 a.m.; 7 p.m. Sunday 
School for children. 4305 Lillian. 713-880-9235 or 
www.communitygospel.org.
Houston Mission Church. Service at 10:30 a.m. 713-529- 
8225.
Covenant Baptist Church. Service at 1:30 p.m.; education 
hour at 3 p.m. 713-668-8830.
Bering Memorial United Methodist Church. Services at 8: 
30 a.m., 10:50 a.m. Sunday school at 9:40 a.m. 713-526- 
1017.
Resurrection MCC Handbell Choir rehearsal at 1:30 p.m. 
713-861-9149.
The Women's Group. 10:45 a.m. 713-529-8571.
Unitarian Fellowship of Galveston County. 402 Church St. 
in Galveston. Service at 10:30 a.m. 409-765-8330.
Faith and Hope Fellowship. Service at 11 a.m. 713-520- 
7847.
First Congregational Church (Memorial). Service at 11 a.m. 
713-468-9543 or fcc-houston.org.

Church of Kindred Spirits (Beaumont). Service at 7 p.m. 
409-835-4765.
Unitarian Fellowship of Houston. Adult forum at 10 a.m.
Service at 11 a.m. and noon. Open Circle Family Support at 
12:30 p.m. 1504 Wirt. 713-686-5876.
Interfaith Worship Celebration. 7 p.m. 2515 Waugh Dr. 
713-528-3601.
Thoreau Unitarian Universalist Congregation: Adult discus­
sion at 9:45 a.m.; service at 11 a.m. 3945 Greenbriar.
Stafford. 281-277-8882. www.neosoft.com/-thoreau.
Houston Tennis Club. 9 a.m. Memorial Park at the Tennis 
Center. 713-868-5039.
Montrose Ice Picks. Galleria. 5 p.m. 713-629-1432.

monday, feb. 7
Gay Fathers/Fathers First support group, 8 p.m. 713-861- 
6181.
Calendar/Computer workshop for Pride Week, 7 p.m. 713- 
529-1223.
Bering Support Network. Grief and Divorce Groups at 7 
p.m. 713-526-1017.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 713- 
830-3000.
AIDS Caregivers' Support Group. 6 p.m. 713-732-4300.
HIV testing. Free from AVES from 1 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. 713- 
626-2837.
FrontRunners. 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.
Kolbe Project. Eucharist at 7:30 p.m. 713-861-1800.
Integrity Houston. For gay and lesbian Episcopalians. 7:30 
p.m., Autry House, 6265 Main.
More Light Presbyterians. Meeting. 1110 Lovett. 9:30 p.m. 
281-444-8861 X3O9.
AIDS Foundation Houston Creative Writing Class. 3 p.m. 
713-623-69796.
Black Lesbian and Gay Coalition's weekly meeting at 7 
p.m. 803 Hawthorne. Houston Lesbian and Gay 
Community drop-in hours from 6 to 9 p.m. 803 
Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

tuesday, feb. 8
Helping Cross Dressers Anonymous. 7 p.m. 239 
Westheimer. 713-495-8009.
Gay Men HIV+ Psychotherapy. Montrose Counseling 
Center at 4:30 p.m. 713-529-0037.
Youth-Rap. 6:30 p.m. 713-822-8511.
Aftercare Group Treatment. Montrose Counseling Center 
at6 p.m. 713-529-OO37
AIDS Alliance of the Bay Area. 7 p.m. 713-488-4492.
PROTECT. An HIV-negative support group at 7 p.m. 713- 
526-1017.
Women Survivors of Childhood Abuse. Montrose

Counseling Center at 6:30 p.m. 713-529-0037.
Bering Support Network. Lunch Bunch Gang at 11 a.m. 
713-526-1017.
Gay Men's Process Group. 7 p.m., 3316 Mt. Vernon. 713- 
526-8390.
Men's Network. Discussion group for social, educational 
development of gay and bisexual men, 7 p.m. Montrose 
Counseling Center. 713-529-0037.
More on Relationships. Discussion group. 7 p.m. 415 W.
Gray. 713-861-9149.
Lambda Skating Club skates at 8 p.m. at the Tradewinds. 
713-523-9620.
Gay & Bi Male Support Group support group forming.
Sponsored by AVES 713-626-2837.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in 
hours 6 to 9 p.m.; Lesbian Coming Out Group meets at 
7:30 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-528-3818.

Wednesday, feb. 9
Free HIV Testing at Thomas Street Clinic at 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
2015 Thomas Street 713-793-4026.
BiNet Houston. 7:30 p.m. Social meeting at Cafe Toopees, 
1830 W. Alabama. 713-467-4380
Women's Network. 7 p.m. Montrose Counseling Center, 
701 Richmond. 713-529-0037.
HIV survivor support group. 7 p.m. 713-782-4050.
Mind/Body Connection: Alternative Approaches. 7 p.m. 
1475 W. Gray. 713-524-2374.
Project: Caesar. 7 p.m. AFH, 3203 Weslayan. 713-623-6796.
Out Skate Rollerskating Club, 8 to 10 p.m. at 8075 Cook 
Road. 281-933-5818.
HAMS Motorcycle Club meets for coffee. 713-688-1300 or 
hams1999@yahoo.com
Gay, Lesbian & Bisexual Alliance at the U of H (GLOBAL) 
meets at 4 p.m. 713-743-7539.
Rainbow Ranglers free C&W dance lessons at the Brazos 
River Bottom. 7 p.m. 713-880-0670.
Houston Pride Band. All skill levels. 7:15 p.m. 713-522-4282 
or www.houstonprideband.org.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in 
hours 6 to 9 p.m. 803 Hawthorne. 713-524-3818.

thursday, feb. 10
Art Labs. The Art League at 1 p.m. 713-225-9411.
Gay Men's Chorus of Houston. Open rehearsal at 7 p.m. 
713-521-7464.
HIV+ Men Psychotherapy. Montrose Counseling Center, 
1:15 p.m. 713-529-0037.
Relapse Prevention. Montrose Counseling Center. 2 p.m. 
713-529-0037.
Aftercare Group Treatment. Montrose Counseling Center, 
6 p.m. 713-529-0037.
Women's Therapy Group. Montrose Counseling Center. 
5:30 p.m. 713-529-0037.
Center for the Healing of Racism. 7:30 p.m. 713-738-RACE.

FrontRunners at 6:30 p.m. 713-522-8021.
HIV Art Course Program. 1 to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer at 713- 
526-1118.
Women's Oink. Montrose Clinic, 713-830-3000.
Faith and Hope Fellowship. Bible study 7 p.m. 713-520- 
7847.
Twenty Something Rap Session. 7:30 p.m. 713-315-6786. 
Open Mike Night at Cafe Artist. 8 p.m. 713-528-3704. 
Community Gospel. Service at 7:30 p.m. 713-880-9235 or 
www.communitygospel.org.
HIV/AIDS Support Group, 2:30 at Family Service Center. 
713-861-4849.
Women's HIV/AIDS Support Group, 4:30 p.m. Family 
Service Center. 713-247-3810.
HIV/AIDS Support Group. 7 p.m. Family Service Center in 
Conroe. 888-247-3810.
Yoga at Body Positive. 6:30 p.m. $5. 713-524-2374.
U of H Gay & Lesbian Support Group. 4 p.m. 713-743-5454.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in 
hours 6 to 9 p.m.
713-524-3818.

friday, feb. 11
Houston Area Teen Coalition of Homosexuals 
(H.A.T.C.H.) meets. 713-942-7002.
Aftercare Group Treatment. Montrose Counseling 
Center at 6 p.m. 713-529-0037.
Frost Eye Clinic. Free eye exams for people with HIV. 
713-830-3000.
Lesbian Avengers. Cafe Toopees. 1830 W. Alabama at 7 
p.m.
Q-Patrol walks the streets at 8:45 p.m. 713-528-SAFE.
Kolbe Project. Morning Prayer at 10 a.m. Park Plaza 
Hospital visitation. 713-861-1800.
Positive Art Workshop. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Patrick Palmer 
at 713-526-1118.
Lesbian and Gay Voices. KPFT 90.1 FM, 7 p.m. 713-526- 
5738.
Movie Time at the Kolbe Project. 7:30 p.m. "Out of 
Africa' 713-522-8182.
Life Begins at 40. Pot luck dinner. 6:30 p.m. 1440 
Harold. 713-526-1017.
Mishpachat Alizim Shabbat Services. 8 p.m. 713-748- 
7079.
Co-dependents Anonymous. 7:30 p.m. at MCCR. 713- 
861-9149.
Houston Lesbian and Gay Community Center drop-in 
hours 6 to 9 p.m. 713-524-3818.
Healing Eucharist at Christ Church Cathedral. 7 p.m. 
1117 Texas. 713-222-2593.
"Love is in the Air." 6 p.m. Houston Gay & Lesbian 
Community Center. 713-524-3818.

To list an event, call Carolyn Roberts at 713-529-8490, 
fax at 713-529-9531. or e-mail 
editorQhoustonvoice.com. Deadline is Friday at 5 p.m.

Occasions
Birthdays

Happy motoring birthday of Tim B. of 

the CCCC on Feb. 2.

Shopping goddess Mark Ferrin 

charges in his birthday on Feb. 4.

Doting new mom Deriisa Scott cele­

brates her birthday on Feb. 5.

Bill Havard enjoys his birthday on 

Feb. 6.

Errol Carter can't decide which deco­

rations he wants for his birthday on Feb. 

6.
Terry, the owner of Paradise Bar, 

toasts his birthday on Feb. 6.

The fabu Carol at Dr. Bruce Smith's 

office, has her birthday on Feb. 6.

The one and only Dave Parker, owner of 

Brick's II lifts his birthday glass on Feb. 7.

Frankie, a.k.a. Rita Charles, drags in a 

birthday on Feb. 7.

Jay P. of the RSICSS ads a birthday 

jewel to his septer on Feb. 7.

Last, and certainly not least, Steve 

Simpson, a.k.a. Sill, enjoys his birthday 

on Feb. 9.

Happy birthday to Eclipse columnist Mark 

Goeoel on Feb. 12.

Happy birthday to Houston Voice contribu­

tor Kay Dayus on Feb. 10.

The Houston Voice welcomes your special occasions. Send e-mail to croberts@houston- 

voice.com. Fax: 713-529-9531. Mail: Occasions, Houston Voice, 500 Lovett Blvd., Suite 200, 

Houston, Texas 77006. Please include a telephone number so occasions can be verified and 

considered for publication.

An Exclusive Invitation

PUBLIC
FORUM

February 16, 2000 • 7 - 9pm

Hollyfield Foundation, 2700 Albany

The Ryan White Planning Council 
and the Houston Area Consortium 

present a Public Forum 
on the Comprehensive Plan 

for HIV Related Services over the 
next ve years.

For further information please call 713-572-3724. 
Sodas will be served.

We 
Need 
You!!



28
FEBRUARY 4, 2000 • HOUSTON VOICE

Classifieds
Announcements

GAY & LESBIAN

SWITCHBOARD
Volunteer classes now forming. 
Reserve your space online or call 
713.529.9615 • www.gayswitch- 
boardhouston.org

gay DA R
Dream • Affirm • Restore: A new 
wellness community for persons 
18 to 29 years old who are inter­
ested in making healthy connec­
tions meets every Monday at 7 
p.m. at Bering Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 1440 Harold. 
For more information, call Russ 
Robinett at 7I3.526.1OI7 X2II.

PROTECT
ANNISE PARKER. Houston 
City Council Member is the 
scheduled speaker for the PRO­
TECT meeting Tuesday, Feb. 8 
at 7 p.m. 1440 Harold. 713.526. 
1017 X2II.

DISCUSSION ABOUT
DATING • Feb. 9

at the Women's Network, 7-9 
p.m. at the Montrose Coun­
seling center, 709 Richmond. 
713.529.0037.

MOVIE GROUP
Dinner and a movie • Every 
other Saturday for singles and 
couples • For more information, 
contact Mark @ 713.839.0904 
M-F after 5 p in

The PFLAG/HATCH Scholarship 
Foundation's dinner and celebra­
tion will be held on Friday, March 
I at the Warwick Hotel The 
evening will include a social hour 
with a silent auction, followed by 
dinner and presentations by some 
of the scholarship recipients. The 
fund raising goal for the millenni­
um year is $100,000. For more 
information about the Foundation 
and the scholarship program see 
www.pflaghouston.org/schol- 
arship htm.

MARANATHA MCC
MARANATHA FELLOWSHIP 
MCC will be sharing the home 
of the Central Congregational 
Church. 1311 Holman (right 
across from HCC-Downtown 
campus). Worship time is 6:30 
p.m. and Bible Study at 5:30 p.m. 
Their offices will be al 117 Tuam. 
For more infonnation, call 713. 
528.6756.

HOUSTON LEATHER 
ALLIANCE

New for 2000 • Leather Education
• Social • Fundraising Club • Now 
Forming • Memberships and As­
sociate Memberships Now Avail­
able • For information, send a 
SASE to Houston Leather Alliance
• PO Box 667309 • Houston, TX • 
77 <F7.W “**

Paul Rutledge • RMT #012781
• 7 days • Flexible hours • 

-7n.592T)444 '- ------

ADOPT
INTERNATIONALLY

Family to Family Adoption Ser­
vices is a social service agency in 
partnership with non-profit inter­
national agencies. We offer free 
workshops each month on how to 
adopt from China, India, Russia. 
Ukraine, Romania. Bulgaria, Bol­
ivia. Ecuador. Peru. Honduras, 
Columbia, Vietnam. Korea, and 
Guatemala. Single men, women, 
and couples from ages 25 to 57 
are eligible to adopt. Call 713- 
219-1472 or email Fam2fam@ 
aol.com for infonnation on our 
next workshop.

Place To Play?
If you play bass/acoustic guitar, 
brass or keyboards, a gay Christian 
praise and worship team needs 
you. Call 713.686.7735.

PWA COALITION
The PWA Coalition needs the fol­
lowing items: dishes • silverware • 
pot • pans • sheets • towels • furni­
ture • small appliances • We are 
available for pick up. Call Wilson 
or Terry at 713.522.5428.

Employment
STAGES THEATRE

Basic computer skills needed • 
Approximately 20 hours/week. 
suitable for retirees, students 
or partially disabled persons. 
713.527.0220, X204.

Hiring drivers class A or B for a 
gay owned trucking co. 281. 
339.9962 or Pager 713.642.6708.

Immediate opening for motivated 
salesperson for antique store • Must 
be responsible and have knowl­
edge of antiques • Fax resume 
713.781.8445 • Quick response.

Expertise Services is a 17 year 
Company is looking for bondable, 
honest, self motivated people to fill 
cleaning positions. We are in west 
Houston I-10 & Hwy 6 • Must 
have transportation to office and 
home • We provide transportation 
during business hours • Working 
hours Mon-Fri 8:30 am. to 6 p.m. 
One week paid vacation after 1st 
year. Starting $7.50 per hour • 
281.467.3799.

WindowMedia
Window Media, the published of 
the Southern Voice (Atlanta), 
Houston Voice (Houston) Impact 
News (New Orleans) and eclipse 
magazine is experiencing un­
precedented growth with ambi­
tious plans for the future. Talented, 
hard-working, creative and dedi­
cated individuals are constantly in 
demand as opportunities arise 
within our publication areas: 
Sales, Administration, Circulation/ 
Distribution. Editorial, Design/ 
Production. If you are interested in 
a career path with a growing orga­
nization, please submit your 
resume to: Window Media, Attn.: 
Human Resources Dept., 1095 
Zonolite Road #100, Atlanta. Ga., 
30306“ - -- -----

ENTERTAINERS

WANTED
The BLVD. Saloon • 31 ST & 
Seawall • Galveston • Quality 
Bands • Pianists • Theatrical 
Groups • Call Richard or Wayne 
at 409.750.8571 or 713.923.9444.

WAIT STAFF
Wait Staff needed. Evenings 

4 p.m. 6 nights • Mon-Sat • Apply 

in Person • Josephine's Italian 

Ristorante • 1209 Caroline @ 

Dallas • Behind the Four Seasons 

Hotel'713.759,9323.

Nightingale Employment Services 

(Division of NADC) is a non-prof­

it organization that provides job 

seeking skills training and place­

ment assistance for persons with 

HIV. For more infonnation call 

713.981 1543.

EROS 1207
Houston’s newest erotic boutique 
super store is now accepting appli­
cations for energetic sales staff. • 
Full/Part-time. excellent opportu­
nity • Apply in person, 1207 
Spencer Highway, South Houston, 
TX. 10AM to 2PM. Monday 
through Friday •713.944.6010.

BASIC BROTHERS
Now accepting applications for 
Management positions and 
full/part-time Retail employ­
ment. Prior retail/sales experi­
ence and computer knowledge a 
plus • Come join our team and 
enjoy one of the best benefit 
packages around • Apply M-F, 
10am-4pm, 1232 Westheimer • 
No phone calls please.

MIDTOWNE SPA
All shifts and positions. $6.50 per 
hour. 3100 Fannin. Apply in per­
son only.

Home Improvements
BOOGIE & MARCELA
Home Repair Service • 40 Years 
experience • Call us for all your 
repair needs*  713.856.6188.

yiinin^Services
American Movers

Visit us on the web • www.arneri- 
canmovers.org • 2412 A Taft • 
Houston, Texas, 77006 • Now 
Statewide • TxDOT# 00528 
2O35C.*  713.522.1717

Licensed Massage
Randy B., RMT # MT00906I • 
888.983.4932 • Appointments 7 
days * Flexible hours.

Tim of L.A.
Stress Reduction • 7 days a week • 
713-508-7896

Massage Therapy at its finest. • 
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Sports. 
Reflexology • Don’t settle for less 
• In/Out. Hotels, 7 Days • Jeff 
#016074 (Nationally Certified) 
713.524.5865.

You Need Therapy!
Massage therapy now available 
at Muscle Mechanics personal 
training & wellness studio- sports 
massage, therapeutic massage, 
relaxation therapy. Call now for 
your appointment! Muscle Mech­
anics 713.523.5330.

Pets

LOST BIRD
Beloved Gray Cockatiel "Nikki" • 
In Montrose on 1/13/00 • Grey 
body • Long tail • Yellow head • 
Orange cheeks • White on wings • 
REWARD *713.522.1607.

The Homeless Pet Placement 
League is a Houston area, non­
profit animal welfare organization. 
HPPL provides for the rehabilita­
tion of stray and abandoned dogs 
and cats through its unique foster 
care program. All animals are 
spayed/neutered and have their 
first set of shots. For more infor- 
ination call 713.862.7387 or view 
website al www.HPPL.org

The Spay Neuter Assistance 
Program will provide FREE spay- 
ing/neutering, rabies vaccinations 
and city licenses for animals 
belonging to qualifying low 
income dog and cat guardians. 
For qualifications and transporta­
tion information please call 
713.522.2337.

Professional Services
GOODSEARCH

LOST LOVES LOCATED

SEARCHES
Public Record Research • Asset 
Searches • Pre-Employ ment Ver­
ification • Adoption Searches Skip 
Tracing • School Reunions • 
281.412.3332 • email Goodsearch 
@ aol.com

Bartender • Caterer • House clean­
ing • Reasonable rates • Marco • 
713.787.0304. or 713.787.6332

BODY WAXING
Personal grooming by Dale • 
Waxing specialist & licensed 
Cosmetologist • Private Location 
in Montrose • Call for appointment 
713.529.5952.

Real Estate For Rent
Garage Apartment • $450 per 
month • Clean • Neat • Non- 
smoker • No pets • Close to 
River Oaks Shopping Center • 
717297 5632.- ------

GALVESTON
Newly remodeled apartment • 
$500 per month • Non-smoker • 
No pets • Close to Seawall & 
25th 713.297.5632.

1 BEDROOM
Great locations Montrose/River 
Oaks • w/d included • Garage 
available • New construction • 
Call for specials • 713.630.0006.

RIVER OAKS
Plaza at River Oaks • I bedroom
• w/d included • For details call 

7I3.528.5277.

Y2K
Don’t worry. Call Alan Morlin 
at CB Swilley Hudson •
713.520.8888.

MONTROSE
Large 2B/2B unit in 3 unit 
tropical compound with pool. 
Hot tub. sun room, cent­
rals. Fresh paint, carpet & 
hardwoods. Owner/agent 713. 
529.9304.

MONTROSE
$100 OFF FIRST MONTH S 
RENT. One bedroom in small 
gated complex • $450 plus utili­
ties • $200 deposit • Conven­
ient to clubs and shopping • 
713.524.4551.

GREENWAY PLAZA
3308 Branard @ Audley *1/18  
$475. per month • $150 deposit • 
Free basic cable • Move in spe- 
cial * Agent 713.524.9660.

Apt. 4 Lease • Montrose
New mini-blinds /carpet • $495 
per month with $150 deposit • 
$100 off move-in special • Agent 
713.524.9660.

Real Estate Eor Sale
LIVE/WORK LOFTS

Non-traditional lifestyle? Why not 
try a non-traditional way to live 
and work. New concept for 
Houston. Excellent South End 
location. Call Alan Morlan CB 
Swilley Hudson 713.520.8888.

Y2K?
Don’t worry. Call Alan Morlan 
at CB Swilley Hudson 713.
520.8888.

MONTROSE
$250’s • 3 Bedroom • 2 bedroom • 

1 bedroom • Lots of potential. Call 
Alan Morlan or Bob Bezbom <£p
713.520.8888.

MUSEUM
$60’s • 1 bedroom. • Nice Unit • 
Call Alan Morlan @ 713.
520.8888.

HEIGHTS
$ 180’s • 2-3 Bedroom *2  1/2 bath 
• 2 car garage • Townhouse • Patio 
and landscaped courtyard • Close 
to the Boulevard & 19th Street 
shopping. Call Alan Morlan @ 
7t3-52O-8M8. ------ 

Looking for a home on the North 
side? • Call Bernie Johnson, Agent 
Keller-Williams Realty your Real 
Estate specialist, 281.364.4862.

Roommates
HEIGHTS AREA

Share small 2/1 house with 35 
GWM smoker with dog • 
Responsible • Employed • W/D • 
Cable • $350 Per month • All bill 
paid *713.692.5436.

Travel/Resorts

SOUTH BEACH
MIAMI

Newly remodeled studio apart­
ment in historic Miami Beach. 
Kitchen • Queen bed • Queen 
fold out bed • Up to 4 welcome • 
Pool • Laundry • Exercise room 
in secure building • Walking 
distance to beach, clubs, restau­
rants, shopping • $99/night 
through March • Call 713. 
803.1323 or www.hometown 
@aol.com/manteilsuites/man- 
tell.htm.

WAIKIKI
Luxury ocean view • 18th floor * 
One bedroom condo in Waikiki • 
All amenities, fully furnished, 
including linens and remodeled 
kitchen. • Lovely terrace looks out 
to Diamond Head. • Secure build­
ing, non-smoking • $99/night 
(double), 10 day minimum, securi­

ty deposit plus cleaning fee • For 
more information email: glarp 
@earthlink.net or call 310.473. 

1871 (Los Angeles).

Volunteers________
The Houston Lesbian & Gay 
Community Center is seeking 
volunteers to staff the facility in 
more extended hours. If organiza­
tions and individuals arc interest­
ed, please contact Kevin Dav­
idson at 713.524.3818 to discuss 
how you can help.

Web-sites_________
www.houstonvoice.com 

www.sovo.com 

www.impactnews.com 

www.montrosc.softhallleague.com 

www.iblhouston.net 

www.gayswitchlmardhouston .org 

www.stevendavid.com

PET LOVERS
Unique Pet Products 

www.pathpet products

IiMIMMiI voice
CLASSIFIEDS 
REALLY WORK

Call Carolyn A. Roberts or 
Carolyn White for Rates & Info.
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Car Mart
•88 Oldsmobile Delta 88 • 
I50K miles. Cruise control, 
Rebuilt engine. Runs Great! • 
For more details, $1800. call 
713.787.6332 or 713 787.0304.

‘95 Nissan Extended Cab P/U • 
4X4, Hard Body, won’t stay 
around long at this price! • 
Only $8,977 • Call Frank Love 
at Lonestar Nissan- 
Oldsmobile, 281 ■243.8600.

For fleet pricing, call Diana the 
Huntress, "Your Best Friend in 
the Car Business" at Sterling 
McCall Toyota, 713.270.3900 
ext. 3833. ‘Ask how to win a 
digital camera!

‘98 Mercury Mountaineer • 4- 
Door, PW, PL. Cruise, and 
much more! a must see! • 
Priced right at $16,977 • 
Contact Frank Love at 
Lonestar Nissan-Oldsmobile, 
281 ■243.8600.

‘99 Chevrolet Tahoe LT • 
Leather, 4-door, One Owner, 
great vehicle! • For more infor­
mation and a test drive, contact 
Don Massey Pre-Owned, 

713.524.3870.

Deal directly w/ a manager, 
Diana Huntress, “Your Best 
Friend in the Car Business” at 
Sterling McCall Toyota. 
713.270.3900 x 3833. Ask 
how to win a digital camera! 

‘98 Jeep Wrangler Sahara 
Edition • The very best! Great 
options, lots of fun to drive, go 
anywhere! • $18,500 • Call 
Henry Craft at Archer Motor 
Sales, 281.445.6400.

‘97 Ford Mustang • PW, PL, 
Power Seat. Cruise. Cassette 
and much more! • Only $9,777 
• See Frank Love at Lonestar 
Nissan -Olds mobile,

28I.243.86OO.

‘99 Nissan Altima GXE • 
Leather, low miles, ready to go 
with lots of equipment! • 
$15,800 • For more info., see 
Henry Craft at Archer Motor 
Sales. 281 .445.6400._________

For no hassle, no haggle car 
shopping, call Diana the 
Huntress, “Your Best Friend in 
the Car Business”, at Sterling 
McCall Toyota, 713.270.3900 
ext. 3833.

‘99 Chrysler Sebring 
Convertible • PW, PL, tilt, 
cruise, low miles. Be the talk of 
the town! • $17,860 • See 
Henry Craft at Archer Motor 
Sales, 281.445.6400.

‘99 Nissan Altima • 4-Door, 
PW, PL, Auto, cruise, nice car! 
• $12,977 • For more informa­
tion, see Frank Love at 
Lonestar Nissan-Oldsmobile,

281.243.8600.________________

‘94 Jeep Grand Cherokee • PW, 
PL, tilt, cruise, nice SUV, 
Drive anywhere! • $10,480 • 
For all the details, call Henry 
Craft at Archer Motor Sales,
281.445.6400.

Don't wait for special sales! 
Call Diana Huntress at Sterling 
McCall Toyota, 713.270.3900 
x3833 for fleet prices year 
round. Ask how to win a digi­
tal camera!

‘96 Ford Mustang - GT 
Convertible • Green w/ beige 
leather, Mach 460 stereo, only 
34K low miles! • $ 15,680 • Ask 
for Henry Craft at Archer 
Motor Sales. 281.445.6400. 

‘97 Chevrolet Cavalier • 4- 
Door, auto, very nice economi­
cal vehicle! • Only $6,977 • To 
test drive, call Frank Love at 
Lonestar Nissan-Oldsmobile,
281.243.8600.

‘99 Nissan Maxima • Auto, 
PW, PL. cruise, many more 
exciting options! • Sale Priced 
at $ 15,777 • Call Frank Love at 
Lonestar Nissan-Oldsmobile,
281.243.8600.

‘97 Chrysler Sebring LXi • 
Red, PW, PL, tilt, cruise, clean 
vehicle. Let's do business! • 
$12,460 • Call Henry Craft at 
Archer Motor Sales.
281.445.6400.

‘97 Geo Tracker • Black, soft- 
top. fun to drive sporty vehicle! 
• Priced to sell at only $5,977 • 
Contact Frank Love at 
Lonestar Nissan-Oldsmobile. 

281 ■243.8600._______________

‘97 Ford Mustang GT • Black. 
Very nice car with low miles, 
sporty! • $15,870 • For infor­
mation, call Henry Craft at 
Archer Motor Sales.
281.445.6400.

‘98 Ford Expedition Eddie 
Bauer • Low miles with all the 
extras! *Step  Up*  • $27,500 • 
For more info, and a test drive, 
call Henry Craft at Archer 
Motor Sales, 281.445.6400.

‘98 Pontiac Grand Am • Sporty 
red, only 80(X) very low miles, 
save thousands, why buy new?
• $ 12.300 • Ask for Henry Craft 

at Archer Motor Sales,

281.445.6400.

‘97 Ford Explorer • 4-Door, 
PW, PL, -and much, much 
more! Drive the king of sport 
utilities! • $15,977 • Call 
Frank Love at Lonestar Nissan- 
Oldsmobile, 281.243.8600.

If there is something special 
you are looking for. let us 
know! We’ll do the homework 
& get it for you! • Call Henry 
Craft at Archer Motor Sales.
281.445.6400.

‘99 Oldsmobile Intrigue • 4- 
Door. auto, spoiler, PW. PL. 
very nice vehicle! • $14,977 • 
Contact Frank Love at 
Lonestar Nissan-Oldsmobile.
281.243.8600.

‘97 Ford F-150 Lariat 
Extended Cab • Really nice, 
great driving truck, many great 
features! • $19,460 • Call 
Henry Craft at Archer Motor 
Sales,'281.445.6400.

‘98 Ford Contour • 4-Door. 
auto, PW. PL, a must see nice 
car! • Only $8,777 • For your 
test drive, contact Frank Love 
at Lonestar Nissan- 
Oldsmobile. 281.243.8600.

‘98 Jeep Cherokee Limited • 
Only I9K low. low miles, great 
sport utility, save thousands! • 
$19,460 • Ask for Henry Craft 
at Archer Motor Sales,

281.445.6400.

WIN A DIGITAL CAMERA' 
Make (and keep) an appoint­

ment with Diana the Huntress 
at Sterling McCall Toyota. 
713.270.3900 x3833. and be 

entered to win!

‘97 Chrysler Town & Country • 
Plenty of head room and cargo 
space, low miles! • $17,860 • 

Call Henry Craft at Archer 
Motor Sales. 281.445.6400.

iiMikndii voice
Classified Order Form Fax: 713-529-9531, Phone: 713-529-8490
TO PLACE AN AD:
IN PERSON: Bring completed order form with payment to Houston Voice offices (M-F, 9-5:30 pm) 500 Lovett, suite 200 BY MAIL: Mail completed order 
form with payment to Houston Voice Classifieds, 500 Lovett, Suite 200, Houston, IX., 77006. BY PHONE: Call in with completed order form to 713-529-8490. 
BY FAX: Fax completed order form and credit card information to Classifieds 713-529-9531. BY E-MAIL: feedback@houstonvoice.com
AD POLICY: Houston Voice reserves the right to edit, reclassify or reject ads not meeting Houston Voice standards. No refunds for early cancellation.
Misprints: Houston Voice is not responsible for misprints appearing after first week. Check ads promptly.

Deadline for ad submission is: MONDAY at 12 NOON

# OF ISSUES: CATEGORY: 

TEXT: x # of issues

x # of issues

Zip.State.

2

Call 713-529-8490 
for other categories

WRITE YOUR AD
Please print clearly

BUSINESS RATE ADS
Up to 20 words per week. 
1-3 weeks: 12.00 • 4-7 weeks: 10.80 • 8 or more weeks: 9.60

Additional words x 60? per word (per week): 

Bold headline: 3.00 (per week) 

Giant headline: 5.00 (per week) 

Subtotal  
Total $ 

PICK YOUR 
CATEGORY

FREE: Call for guidelines
HIV Services & Education 
Volunteers 
Non-Profit Organizations

INDIVIDUAL RATE $7:

Announcements
Auditions
Employment-Seeking
Pets-Free or Lost & Found
Roommates
Personal Websites

BUSINESS RATE $12:

Auto Repair
Business Opportunities
Entertainment
Help Wanted
Help Wanted-Seeking
Home Improvement
Items For Sale
Licensed Massage
Moving Services
Professional Services
Real Estate For Rent
Real Estate For Sale

Up to 20 words:

Additional words x 50?: 

Bold headline: 3.00 (per week)
Giant headline: 5.00 (per week)

Subtotal 

Total 

J TOTAL YOUR COST
CALL FOR BUSINESS CARD DISPLAY RATES

INDIVIDUAL RATE ADS
Up to 20 words for $7.00 per week. Additional words at 50c each per week.

7.00

Name: 

Address: 
City  

Phone

Check Enclosed Charge to my  AMEX  MC  VISA

Card #Exp.I.

Giant or Bold Headline - Not to exceed 14 characters and spaces
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Be Young & Vital Again!

n| ^1 J J fl Business Since / 991

11! i i I Perfection Plus

Brakes
Auto Repair & Service

■ ■■■■■ M —■—■—■—■—■—■
FREE ESTIMATES By Phone

(713) 895-2766

Michael A. Bartley M.D., RA. 
“Your Near-Town Psychiatrist”

2314 Washington 
713-880-4747

713-526-3723
1411 Taft Houston,TX. 77019

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 
BONDED FOR YOUR PROTECTION 

MOVE-INS/MOVE-OUTS • SPECIAL PROJECTS 
WEEKLY - BIMONTHLY ■ ONE TIME 

ORGANIZATION OF CLOSETS & DRAWERS

if your hair is 
not BECOMING to you 

you should BE COMING to me.General psychiatric evaluations • Appropriate 
medication management • Cash transaction 

receipt provided for insurance purposes 
• Medicare also accepted • Confidentiality strictly 

respected • Se habla Espafiol

500 Lovett Suite # 275 
Houston, Tx 77006

713.521.3334

1307 Fairview 
(3 blocks west of Montrose) 

713-529-1414

Domestic Services 
Specialists in Detail Cleaning

GET PAID TO 
CRUISE

THE INTERNET!

American a Foreign

TAFT STREET 
AUTO

for info 
please email 

lazwizrdl @yahoo.com

A Lite’s Pleasure 
Roland Nicolaides 

713-942-2399
Weekdays, Weekends & Evenings 

Iva and MasterCard Accepted 
Central Location

$10” OFF
First Cleaning
We Supply All Cleaning 
Products & Equipment

WESTBURY GARDENS 
CONDOS

P o w e
7 Da vs a Week 
713-508-7896

• AUTO • HOME • LIFE • 
LOW COST AUTOS 

LOW COST RENTERS 
MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS 

TONY MAY 
INSURANCE AGENCY 
NATIONWIDE INSURANCE 

713-807-8264

713-944-6010
E-Mail: crosl207@hotmail.com

I2<n SPENCER « AIXEN GENOA. South Houston. TX 7758
Exit Gulf Freeway al Airport /College. Then East 2 Mites 

Open Daily 10 am - Midnight ♦ Mail Ordeix Welcome

5202 Arboles Drive *3 Houston, TX. 77035 

EFFICIENCY BY THE POOL 
Downstairs needs work. Good investment prop­
erty which will bring $400 - $475 per month 
when refurbished. $11,000.

FLAT FOR SALE 
Upstairs, one bedroom, private balcony, $20,000.

SPANISH STYLE COURTYARD
2 bedroom, 2 full bath upstairs flat. Recently 
refurbished. $29,900.

FAST CASH!
Highest Price Paid!

"Anything of Value" 
Houston's largest cash buyer of 
antiques, estates, furniture, col­
lectibles, jewelry, automobiles, 

and glassware.

FREE PICK-UP!
713-994-5986 
281-391-7515

Call Anytime * 7 days a week

TICKETS 
CLASS C MISDEMEANORS 

MUNICIPAL COURT MATTERS

DON GILL
STUDIO 911

713-521-0911
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

All units are in a charming old-world atmosphere

713.729.9316 
Call Lyn for an appointment 

(On-Site Agent)

ANTI-AGING PRODUCT
• Lose Fat. wrinkles & cellulite
• Increase energy & sex drive

• Gain Muscle & memory
• enhance Immune System

• Safe. Affordable oral spray
GUARANTEED RESULTS!

Massage

Attorney
Robert Eutsler

Houston, Texas 

713-464-6461 
robeutsler@aol.com

Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 
Licensed to practice law by the 

Supreme Court of Texas since 1974

TNf ‘UAt MAU
Inc.

• Alignment
• Brakes

Athletic Sports Massage 
Stress Reduction ▼
By the Skilled Hands of a Fit & Toned Masseur 

7 Days a Week • Montrose Area

Jon
713.824.0095

RMT#001664
Specializing in the Working Man

Take Out 
^Mysteries 

Mystery Cafe Has Performed Hundreds of 
Private Shows for America’s Most 

Prestigious Companies. Bring Your 
Company To Us or We’ll Come To You!

Call
713-9M-CI.UE

NOT YOUR BASIC STORE!
Unique Clubwear
& Undergear
“For Men & Women”

Leather, Lubricants 
Adult Toys - Gifts

p25% Off Salej 

Mens Club Shirts
Ladies Dresses 

। SweetHeart Month February 29,2000 ।

IS 1207 4,/0U,rWTf 
BU.AWJA»» Alternative Store

i = 
!j

experience a new/ you!
V taGH

GROWTH
HORMONE

PLUS...
Pituitary GH Activator
Call Now 888-696-2882

Don’t Miss this Once a Year Sale”

___

Alignments
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My Stars!________
YOUR WEEKLY HOROSCOPE

by JILL DEARMAN

Feb. 4 ■ 10

ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
Mercury is currently transiting the most psychic sector of your chart, so 
no wonder you're picking up so many vibes. Center yourself, dear. 
Meditate. Spend time with your closest friends. Do a good deed, and it 
could come back to you in spades, or in the form of a Gemini.

TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)
Jupiter is sending you confusing signals by way of your dreams. Don't be 
scared; be excited. A miraculous time in your life is right around the cor­
ner. Consider making a major commitment: What are you afraid of? A 

dreamy Scorpio deserves first-class treatment.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
If you want more of an emotional connection with that special person, 
you're going to have to heat up that cool exterior of yours. You'll soon 
be the object of much passion, in work and at home, so stop taking the 
"chill" approach and show some heat. A Libra is on fire for you.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
Put business matters in order so you can concentrate on your personal 
life. Venus is traveling through your house of love and could bring you 
many gifts in mid-February. So make room for something important: like 

life-changing sex with another Cancer.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG. 23)
You can't play both ends against the middle. Let someone you've been 

resisting sweep you off your feet. No one wants to hear your pompous 
speeches; put your silly ego aside and say what you really want. A 
Gemini is getting sick of your diversion tactics.

VIRGO (AUG. 24 - SEPT. 23)
Your body is trying to tell you something: Start making some real 
changes in your physical and mental health. Do some good for a loved 
one and your self-esteem and sense of security will shoot up. Your rela­
tionship with a Leo is about to get a resurgence of erotic energy.

LIBRA (SEPT. 24 - OCT. 23)
Life is what you make it, and you need to put some energy into yours. 
Jupiter is finishing up a transit in the most romantic sector of your chart, 
so throw caution to the wind and do what your heart tells you. Kiss an 

Aries like you mean it.

SCORPIO (OCT. 24 - NOV. 22)
It's time to have more fun in bed, with yourself or with the Pisces of your 
choice. You're going through one of those cycles where your sexual 
desires are changing. You have a rare opportunity to improve some­
thing about your appearance that gets you down, or really heal your 

inner self.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 23 - DEC. 22)
Please, darling, just say what's on your mind. It's not like people can't 
tell what you're thinking, anyway. And don't ignore your family; they 
are major reflections of you: the good, the bad and the ugly parts of 
your soul. Working on your relationships garners results, so get busy 

with a Virgo.

CAPRICORN (DEC. 23 - JAN. 20)
Mercury is in your house of communication, so use that famous 
Capricorn diplomacy to get what you want. But stay true to yourself. 

J/ Don't act like a party queen if you're a homebody, and vice versa. A 
Scorpio wants to see the real you, preferably naked.

AQUARIUS (JAN. 21 - FEB 19)
Get out of your head and into your real life. Your imagination is running 

1 away with you. Stop crying about all the terrible things going on in the 
world and do something to help yourself and those closest to you. A Leo 
sees through your antics.

PISCES (FEB. 20 - MARCH 20)
A time of major rebirth occurs for you in late February. Before that, put 

Ast’ some closure on a painful chapter in your story. Sex and security go hand 

in hand for you right now: Don't sacrifice one unless you're willing to 
give up the other. Why not believe you can have both? A Libra does.

J/7/ Dearman is the author of two new books, "Queer Astrology for 
Men" and "Queer Astrology for Women." For information on charts 
and consultations, call 212-841-0177 or e-mail QScopes@aol.com.

AVAILABLE AT LOCATIONS ALL OVER HOUSTON

scene and

heard

local nitelife

pics

gaydar

filth

need wood?

beat on this

eclipse

encounters

get your weekly fix

THE GUIDE TO GAY NITELIFE IN

THE DEEP SOUTH

NO MAU-TN REBATES! 
bid; today, get rr today! 

miRKY WHITE sum ITS IAST!

FREE Distance
TRUE Per-Second Billing

FREE Weekends
FREE Caller ID

Premier
PAGING&WIRELESS

281-575-8500
12220 Murphy Road • www.callpretnier.com

Nokia 5190-Actual Size

Messages

Select

IMOKIA
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GRAND OPENING
50% OFF

Leather Leather is where it’s at.
Experience the luxury that sets you apart from the crowd, (especially if you like what you see 

at Roche Bobois, Cantoni and other chi chi stores) what a moving experience!

Cutting edge designs at prices 
you can afford, r- r-

Sue Goldstein
The Underground Shopper, Dallas, Texas

•Il

300 World Class Leathers
2 to 4 Week Delivery

1721 Post Oak Blvd, at San Felipe 
713-355-9393

RM.

LEATHER
•signer furniure at diicount prices

LEATHER

SALE HELD OVER THROUGH MONDAY 8:


