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San Felipe de Austin Oct. 6,

Ml*- Te F, Leaming —

Dear Sir,

of the Texas Gazette published at

1 ?St.a handsome edition of Tanners Ameri­
can Atlas if it does not come too high, will yOu 
have the goodness to inform me the price - I am of opinion 
hu.t a Box of common School Geography’s &

maps of the most approved authors, spelling and 
reading books, common arithmetics, grammers, 
paper, quills and school books suitable for com­
mon schools & also Spanish, English grammers and 
Dictionaries could be sold to advantage. If they were 
sent to me I could get our principal teacher to 
sell them as they might be wanted vdthout charging 

any commission and

you the two first numbers 
place - it is small 
is progressive

wtth^n^ ye^10V feVer ln 01,163113 - 1 have never met 
sj611 a blow m my life - he was all the relative I 

had with me (except a distant one) and we had 
participated in all the hardships of this wilderness 
i is generally lamented and was greatly esteemed -

I presume the map is published ere this - owing 
to an inadvertence the names of two of the rivers were 
spelt wrong - tliat is I think, the Spanish or thfi^rarhy 
°+hht h^Ve been adhered " one is the Brazoh. The*' 
other the Neches - in the map they were spelt 
_rassQs, and Naches - The former is the Spanish 
name 1

send 
- -- ----------- - this

ut seems to show that our improvement _lO
- brother James who you knew is no more



I

I would hold myself responsible either to 
return the articles, eF-the-meney if they were not 
sold, or the money if they were. I would not be 
bound to account for damages which they 
might unavoidably receive while on hand.

It would of course be expected that they would 
be put very low for otherwise they would not 
sell, as there is a regular intercourse now 
between this (place) and Orleans by water. Were 
such things can be had cheap, and besides 
this (these) parents in general in this country are not 
able to pay high prices for school books - 
will you have the goodness to inform me also 
what will be the cost of a terrestial Globe of the 
cheapest kind, or of a pair including the 
celestial if they cannot be had sin ley - can any Spanish 
Bibles be had to give away -

I see in the U.S. papers a project of D. A. 
Smith, Exeter & 0 to dispose of 48,000,000 acres 
of land on the head of Red River in Texas - 
Those Gentlemen have totally mistaken 
the law, owing no doubt to a want of a 
correct knowledge of the Spanish language. 
All those who advance or in any way in­
vest money in that scheme as published 
will look in vain to the wild prairies on 
the head of red river for their cash - Exeter 
is nothing more than what the law calls an 
Unoresario, and he is nothing more than 
an agent who is hired by the Govt, to introduce 
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a certain number of families of a certain 
discription within a certain time, who are 
to be settled and land given to them by the 
Govt, within certain defined limits.

The titles are issued by a commissioner who 
is specially appointed by the Govt, for that 
purpose and this Commissioner alpne is au­
thorized to make title survey land I- c. The 
Ebroresarip merely as Empresario has no 
authority of any kind except to bring 
in the families and if they are recd by this 
Commissioner as being of the discript!on 
required by law. The Empresarip pr Contrac­
tor then gets his pay which is five leagues 
of land for every hundred families. 
Until he does so introduce them he is not 
entitled to one foot of land - also no one 
can under any circumstances get a title 
until after he has removed to the country 
neither can a foreigner hold land here at all 
I am now speaking of the colonization law of the State 
of Coahuila & Texas passed in March 1825. which 
is the only law now in force - my first colftny 
of 300 families was granted by the national Govt, be­
fore the federal system was adopted and the 
authority and powers that were given to me were different 
abd greater than can be given 
under the law as it now is, to any person 
and I know that Exeteifs and all other grants except 
my first one were issued under the law of 1825. 

first colony was completed some years since in that 
all the powers of both Bnpresarip and Commissioner 
were invested in me & the titles were signed by me in 

conjunction with another commissioner



I have also been appointed Conraissioner as well as Unpresarip 
in one of the colonies I contracted for on the coast between La Baca 
and San Jacinto under the law of 1825 - there is now a General 
Commissioner appointed for al]. Texas who is expected here soon 
he will supereed all other appointments - I am the only 
person in whom those two appointments have ever been 
united - Persons ignorant of the law & of the subject have sup­
posed that I derived all my authority from bei/^ Sn-presario 
but that is an error.

who was united with me, and who was the Baron de Bastrop. 
I am unwilling that my name should appear in the newspapers 
in any way connected with this subject but public 
opinion should be disabused and for this purpose there 
will be a correct translation made of the law and 
published in the Texas Gazette and I will send copies of it 
to the Editor of the National Gazette in your city —
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